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Boost for the euro as Lafontaine 
exits in German power struggle 


oskar lafontaine, the Ger- 
man Finance Minister dubbed 
“Europe’s most dangerous 
man” in the British tabloid 
press, resigned yesterday after 
apparentty losing a power 
struggle against Chancellor 
Gerhard Schroder 
The departure of “Red 
Oskar”, as he was known to 
. | friend and foe alike, is certain 
to herald an abrupt policy shift 
> in Germany with repercussaons 

I por the balance of power in Eu- 
rope. Mr Lafontaine repre- 
sented old-fashioned socialist 
values, whereas Mr SchrOder is 

C flattered by comparisons to 
jTbpy Blair Fbr •'New Labour”, 
Ifead “New Centre” -theill- 
, 1 1 {(feted slogan which propelled 
him to victory in last Septem- 
ber’s elections. 

Germany’s recent tempes- 
tuous relations with Europe are 
likely to impr ove dramatically. 
Berlin holds the EU presiden- 
cy and Mr Lafontaine had 
antagonised the British gov- 
ernment fay repeatedly raffing 
for “tax-harmonisation” in Eu- 


1 NSIDE 


■ Europe’s relief 

. page 14 

* ‘ ■ CAP refomus - 

■ igeis.. 

M Euro soars \ 

• ' ; page 20 

_ article, 

fl" 

y rope. Mr Laftxrtaine’s heavy 
{ taxation policies have shaken 
' confidence m foe euro and were 
— in part responsible for yester- 
day’s failure to radically reform 
the Common Agriculture Policy 
1 Mr Lafontaine alienated fed-, 
low Socialists in Paris with his 
k* plans to create a new world fi- 
nancial order based on fixed ex- 

C , change rates. And he irritated 
Other EU countries by staffing 
across the Continent, issuing 
commands to the European 

Z Central Bank and fellow fi- 
nance ministers. 

Mr Lafontaine, who has 
been rumoured to be coveting 
thffob of President of the Eu- 
■oj&an Commission, also quit 
as Chairman of the German So- 
ial Democratic Party. In his ab- 
sence, Mr Schrdder is Kkely to 
nave a freer hand in imple- 
menting economic policies op- 
posed by Mr Lafontaine, the 
eading figure of the left 


a 

r. 
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ByZmrekaracs 
in Berlin 

Although tensions had been 
rising between the German 
Chancellor and his powerful 
rival, last night's announce- 
ment was completely unex- 
pected. Mr Lafontaine, who 
survived an afflawiiwtinn at- 
tempt in 1990, had been cred- 
ited with more staying power 
According to a terse statement 
issued through a spokesman, 
Mr Schrader was “surprised" 
by Mr Lafontaine’s action, re- 
gretted it and thanked him fbr 
all his good work. 

That is not quite the version 
that leaked to the press after an 
extraordinarily bitter cabinet 
meeting an Vtednesday ni gh t 
According to these accounts, 
the ChanriftTlri r castrffl tfrf sev- 
eral ministers for pushing poli- 
cies that did not eqjoy the 
support of the voters. He was 
particularly scathing about that 
way the German business com- 
rmznity was affronted by Mr 
Lafontaine’s tax reforms. 

According to ministers at- 
tending that meeting, the Chan- 
cellor warned his leftist 
colleagues against putting too 
great a burden on business. 
Last weekhe received an open 
letter from managers of 22 of 
Xtermaqy’s biggest, concerns, : 

pmwpUmihg nflWr T. a ft>r fo >fnpftr 

tax reforms. Insurance com- 
panies, in particulai; threat- 
ened to move their operations 
out of Germany and to stop bqy- 
ing German government bends. 

At Wednesday night's 
stormy cabinet session. Mr 
Schroder read a litany of eeo- 

nomte policies which had gone 

wrong. He lambasted the tax re- 
forms which appeared ■ to 
threaten the creation of new 
jobs, and took a side-swipe at 
the Greens’ efforts to bump up 
fuel prices and tighten the law 
on car emissions. 

“There will come a point 
where I will no longer take re- 
sponsibility for such a policy” 
Mr Schroder is reported to 
have told his colleagues. 

He was scathing about Mr 
Lafontaine’s plans to inflict 
punitive taxes on the nuclear in- 
dustry just as the government 
was trying to negotiate a deal 
to phase out nuclear power Mr 
Lafontaine had proposed td 
tax the utilities’ financial re- 
serves set aside far theclosure 

of nuclear plants. Mr Schrdder 
is reported to have described 
the move as “a strategic error". 
The government’s chief 



Oskar Lafontaine, the German Finance Minister, whose departure heralds a policy shift by Bonn Reuters 


spokesman, Uwe-KarstenHeye, 
yesterday confirmed that the 
Chancellor had ordered all min- 
isters to dieck all new poBdes 
“far any negative effects on the 
economy”. “All problems have 

to be viewed realistically and in- 
terests weighed so that the 


port,” he added. 


Mr Schrader has been rat- 
tled by a series of setbacks, 
culminating in an unexpected 
defeat for the Social Democrats 
and Greens at regional elec, 
turns in Hesse. 

He is acutely aware of the 
sentiment on the street, which 
held his government in con- 
tempt but awarded him good 


marks for style As the most 
business-friendly Social De- 
mocrat Chancellor even he was 
stunned by the “business re- 
volt” of recent weeks. Through- 
out his political career, Mr 
Schrdder managed to get 
ahead by cutting deals, espe- 
cially with business. 

But the government has an- 


tagonised the business classes. 
The “alliance for jobs” between 
employers, employees and the 
government was getting 
nowhere, unemployment was 
rising and the Germany econ- 
omy was spnning out (rfamtroL 
As in September last yean 
the country was ready for 
change. 


Premiership chiefs quit in £50m row 





PHE CHIEF executive and the 
chairman of football's Premier 
teague were forced to resign 
ast night in row over consul- 
ancy contracts potentially 
vorth ah estimated £50m to. 

executives of the . 
television broadcaster 

iSkyl 

Peter Leaver; the chief ex- 
saitive, ami Sir John Quinton, 
vere shown the door by the 20 
Premiership dub diairmen as 
i sign of their anger over con- 
rads with Sam Chisholm and 
David Chance, who . were en- 
isled to help with the . next 
■ound of television negotiations, 
rfae row underlines the impact 

m football of the millions at 
ttake through broadcast rights. 


BY GLENN MOORE 
Fboiball Correspondent 

In what has become a win: 
ter cuH of football administra- 
tors, Mr Leaver and Sir John 
follow Graham KeOy and 
1 Keith Wiseman, their Football 
Association equivalents, and 
Jim Parry, former chief 
executive of the Scottish FA, in 
resigning in the face of over- 
whehning opposition from their 
rank-and-file membership. 

As a consequence, the five 
major posts in British football 

wlnwiis ti'Blinn -asw ril tfaat: 
pf thp Ifln gjanrf footb a ll — 

are currently in the hands of 
caretakers. The sport may be 
eq jqying a financial boom bat its 


a dminis tration continues to 
lurch from crisis to crisis. 

The timing of this develop- 
mentcould be especially dam- 
aging as Mr Leaven a skilled 
advocate, had been steering the 
Premier League’s defence 
against the Office of Fair Trad- 
- mg’s investigation into the col- 
lective bargaining of television 

rights. If the case, currently hi 
the Restrictive Practices Court, 
is lost it could lead to an accel- 
eration of football’s wealth gap 
■and the break-up of the Pre- 
miership. 

- Itwas an attempt to manage 
the relatio nship between tele- 
vision and football which pro- 
. voked yesterday’s denouement 
though- as with Messrs Kelly 



and. Wiseman -Mr Leaver and 

Sir John have been punished as 
much for their methods as 
their judgement 
Mr Chisholm and Mr 
Chance were enlisted to guide 


the Premier League through 
the next wave of television ne- 
gotiations. As both are former 
BSkyB executives this ap- 
peared to be something of a 
coup, but it was then revealed 
that their contracts were po- 
tentially worth millions to them. 
Each is reportedly due to re- 
ceive a £i.8m consultancy fee 
phis incentive payments that 
could total more than £50m. 

There was also disquiet over 
Mr Chisholm’s links with Tbt- 
tonham Hotspur - a dub Mr 
Leaver has supported for 40 
years and upcm whose board be 
once served. 

Itis thought there was an un- 
successful attempt to renego- 
tiate the contracts before Mr 
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Leaver and Sir John resigned. 

But it was not just this deal 

that culminated in yesterday’s 

rift; there was also a dash of 
personalities, particularly be- 
tween Mr Leaver and the more 
forthright dub chairmen. Mr 
Leaver never quite managed to 
hide the superior maimer ac- 
quired in a long career at the 
Ban and that inevitably grated 
with the chib chairmen, a body 
of largely self-made men with 
strong opinions. 

Mr Leaver is temporarily 
replaced by Mite Foster, the 
Premier League’s secretary 
Dave Richards, the chairman of 
Sheffield Wednesday, takes 
over as acting chairman. 
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Celebrations over 
exit of ‘bogeyman’ 


BOTTLES of champagne 
were opened in Downing 
Street last night to celebrate 
the departure of “Red Oskar" 

It was not the only cele- 
bration. The confrontational 
German Finance Minister 
was not popular in other 
European capitals. Officials at 
the European Central Bank 
had hated the crass way he 
tried to pressure them into 
cutting interest rates. And 
the financial markets were 
simply jubilant sending the 
euro soaring from its embar- 
rassing record lows within 
minutes of the news of his 
surprise resignation. 

His biggest fens were, per- 
haps, Britain's Eurosceptics. 
Mr Lafontaine was their 
favourite bogeyman, his push 
for tax harmonisation within 
Europe giving them the 
chance to argue that Brussels 
wanted to pile more taxes on 
to the UK In truth, Red Oskar 
was more isolated within 
Europe than he seemed, and 
hytris unlikely to garner 
enough support to becone the 
next President of the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

Despite the apparently 
warm relations between him 
and Dominique Strauss- 
Kahn, the French Finance 
Minister, the Frenchman has 
little genuine sympathy for 
Mr Lafontaine’s old-style 
Keynesian economic views. 

Certainly these views were 
not shared by the European 
Central Bank, with which he 
picked a damaging public 
row. The bankers argued that 
Germany needed fundamen- 



Piane Coyle 

Lai reform to its jobs market 
he responded by trying to 
bull}' the ECB into an interest 
rate cut The euro could not 
have had a worse start. 

The stimulus of a reduction 
in borrowing costs in Euro- 
land is now more likely to go 
ahead. It will show the EU, 
aspiring to be an economic 
power to rival the US to shoul- 
der a share of the respon- 
sibility for keeping the world 
economy out of recession. 

More fundamentally, the 
Blairite vision of economic 
reform as the engine of pros- 
perity-is now likely to make 
more headway. White Ger- 
hard Schr6den the German 
Chancellor, is no Tbny Blair, 
he does not take the La- 
fontaine view that a boost to 
demand is all Europe needs. 

Charles Grant, director of 
the Centre for European 
Reform, said last night “This 
is wonderful news. It will shift 
the intellectual climate in 
Europe back towards the 
agenda of economic reform." 

There was no official com- 
ment from the TYeasuzy or 
Downing Street, nor the ECB 
or the Bundesbank. They kept 
their celebrations private. 
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Mowlam pins 
peace hopes 
on Clinton 


PRESIDENT BILL Clinton could 
hold the key to unlocking the 
impasse in the Northern Ire- 
land peace talks after a failure 
to reach a breakthrough last 
night in Downing Street. 

Mo Mowlam, the Secretary 
of State for Northern Ireland, 
is pinning her hopes on the 
US administration to help pro- 
duce a breakthrough in "Wash- 
ington next week when the 
main party leaders visit the 
United States for St Patrick’s 
Day celebrations. 

President Clinton is expect- 
ed to exert pressure cm the Sinn 
Fbin leadership for the IRA to 
make a start on decommis- 
sioning its weapons. This will 
allow David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leaden to go ahead 
with the establishment of die 
new Ulster power-sharing ex- 
ecutive by the end-of-March 
deadline. 

Mr Clinton will also urge 
the Ulster Unionists to “go the 
extra mile” for peace, as Tony 
Blair said this week. 

Ms Mowlam said: “Tm sure 


by Colin brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

President Clinton has made 
clear he will do everything he 
can to help. But I think it's 
important to find out foom the 
parties as well what he can 
do from their perspective, be- 
cause it is them he wQl be 
wanting to help. 

Tm sure that just providing 
an environment for people to 
meet and talk in a relaxed fash- 
ion wiD help build up some of 
the confidence we need to move 
forward in the weeks ahead." 

Mr Trimble continued to talk . 
up the prospects of a last- 
minute settlement after he 
emerged from Downing Street 
following yesterday’s meeting 
with the Prime Minis tec 

But he was put under in- 
tense pressure from bis Ulster 
Unionist colleagues not to give 
way over their demand that the 
IRA should begin decommis- 
sioning its arms before Gerry 
Adams and Martin McGuin- 
ness are allowed to take seats 


in the new Assembly power- 
sharing executive. 

One of Mr Trimble's senior 
colleagues said: “There was 
no progress. We are dead- 
locked." 

Mr Trimble, First Minister 
designate in the new Northern 
Ireland Assembly, continued 
to talk up the chances of 
finding a way through Hie stum- 
bling bkxi(rf decommissioning. 
“Fm quite sure it can be re- 
solved" he said. Tt is within the 
capability of the paramilitary 
groups to do ft. It’s not a mat- 
ter that they cannot do. it is a 
matter that they won't do. I 
don’t think society can tolerate 
that ‘won’t’," he said. 

Ms Mowlam said she was not 

tvmtfTmpJating falling tn rpsnfop 

fine for the setting up of the As- 
sembly in three weeks’ time. “I 
have found in the past it is deeply 

unhplp fiil plan Inr faihir p Tm 
not planning fbrfaOure, rrn plan- 
ning to call a meeting of the As- 
sembly in the week of the 29th." 
First couple's puzzle, page 13 




Hounds makin g for the gun dog contests of Crafts, which opened at the National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, yesterday Andrew Fox 


Clegg acquitted of killing teenager 


THE CONTROVERSIAL case of 
the paratrooper Lee Clegg yes- 
terday took another twist when, 
in a re-trial a Belfast judge ac- 
quitted him of the murder of the 
Belfast teenager Karen ReiQy 
The outcome was denounced 
by republicans and nationalists. 

The Clegg family was said to 
have broken down when the 
verdict was delivered, while 
Karen Reilly’s father Sean, 
was clearly upset 

The paratrooper was origi- 
nally convicted of the murder of 
the 18-year-old. Appeals were 
rejected by the Court of Appeal 


By David McKittrick 
Ireland Correspondent ^ -• '■ 

in Belfast and the House of 
Lords, but last year the courts 
quashed the gidlty verdict and 
ordered a re-trial of the case. 

The nine-year saga served as 
a stark illustration of differing 
perceptions of army actions in 
middle England and national- 
ist Ireland. The paratrooper’s 
case was supported by cam- 
paigns by senior soldiers and 
sections of the British media. 

In Belfast, nationalist opin- 
ion was angered first by Ins 


eariy release after serving two- 
^and-a-half years of a 1 life sen- 
tence, and later fay the fact 
that he was accepted back into 
the Army and subsequently 
promoted. 

Although Mr Justice Kerr ac- 
quitted Clegg on the charge of 
murder; he upheld the earlier 
trial’s guilty verdict of at- 
tempting to wound with intent 
the car’s 17-year-old driven 
Martin Peake, who was also 
killed in the incident Mr Jus- 
tice Kerr said he could not be 
certain Clegg fired the shot 
which entered the rear of the 


CSX; adding- “I think that ft is 
- very likely that-be did but Han- 
not be sure of it He is therefore 
entitled to be acquitted in re- 
lation to this shot” In his judge- 
ment he repeatedly said he did 
not believe Clegg bad told the 
truth is evidence, describing 
part of his story as “a farrago 
of deceit and untruth”. 

Outside the court, Clegg’s 
legal adviser; Simon McKay, 
said; “Neither Lee nor his fam- 
ily realty understood what the 
verdict was until it was ex- 
plained in the ante-room after 
the court finished. All of them 


broke down in tears. It was 

j Phmplprtely iww*rto1iplfpmg” l Tfe - 

said the solder intended to ap- 
peal against the outstanding 
conviction. 

The Ulster Unionist securi- 
ty spokesman, Ken Maginnis, 
said he sympathised with the 
families of those killed, adding: 
“I think justice has been done 
and is now being seen to be 
done. It's so difficult to know 
what are the rights and wrongs 
in a case like this.” 

Joe Hendron, former SDLP 
MP for West Belfast said the 
two teenagers had been 


“slaughtered and s ummari ly 
• executed by die dike of the 
British Army the Parachute 
Regiment” 

Sinn Fein condemned the 
verdict as an insult to the fam- 
ily of Karen Reilly and a threat 
to the peace process. A 
spokesman said: “We... are in- 
furiated by today’s decision. It 
couldn't have come at a worse 
time, a time when people are 
working very hard to build and 
consolidate the peace process. 
Even the judge said he be- 
lieved Clegg had lied in his ev- 
idence." 




FORECAST 

Gtotnl ihuchn: England and Wales win scan father dull with light rain, k will 
become quite mud and Wales and western England wfll soon brighten. Northern 
England, the Midlands and central southern England will also see some sunny spells 
by afternoon, the dull weather becoming confined to me south-east. Most of Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland will be windy with Frequent showers, scene of them 
heavy with snow over the mountains However, parts of eastern Scotland wffl 
escape the showers and should see some reasonable sunshine. 

London. SC England. E tafCa, E Midlands: Mild but dull vdlh light rain. Bright- 
ening only slowly, a light south-westerly wind. Mas temp M-13C {52-55F). 

Choanal b. Cant S England, W Midlands: Ml and damp but becoming mainty 
dry with sunny spells. A light south-westerly bteeae. fto temp 1 1-1 3C i5z*55F). 
5W A NW England. KUas, Cant N England, Lake Dirt, Isle of Mkk Early 
cloud and ram out some decent sunny speks and only Isolated showers this after- 
noon. A wg|K south-west breea Max temp 9-12C LW-54FY. 

E England. ME England: Early cloud and patchy rain will dear to leave It mwuy 
cry with long sunny spells. A moderate southerly wind. Mu temp 8-1 1C (46-52F) 

ME A SB Scotland, E r B utHa g h . Ab erd e en : Breezy with some showers in the 
norm. The south will be drier with some decent surety spells once ejrty cloud has 
gone. A fresh south-westerly wind. Max temp 7-1 0C (45-50F) 

NW A MW Scotland, Gl a sg o w . HAW tales A few sunny spells but cloud will 
garher to bring the risk or a few showers by the afternoon A fresh south-westerly 
wmd Max temp 6-9C {43-48FJ. 

N Maud: Sunshine, especially in the south and cast Showers spreading to die norm 
and west. A light to moderate south-westerly wW Max temp B-tOC (&S-50F). 

OUTLOOK 

Some ram may linger m the south-east early on Saturday and showers win con- 
tinue in the far north and west but most oi the UK will be mild wttti sunny 
cpells. Owemlght mist and fog patches will lift to leave Sunday mild and bngnt. 
although ram will reach Northern Ireland later. 
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AIR OUALITY 

Today's readings 


Lfttufon 
S England 

C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


NO, SO, 
Mod Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Mod Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 


SUN ft MOON 


Son Uses: 06.23 
Sonsecs: 17.59 
Wloo n rti— : 03. 1 7 
HIsmmh: 12.01 
New Moon: March 
T7cfi 


WEATHER LINE 

For (he tales forecasts dial 0831 5009 
fr flu ned by the mo dig)o for your m. 
Source: The MeL Office. Cans durod ar 
SOp per nCn (me VAT] 


London: AT2 Green Mon Roundabout. 
Layl o rstone. Motor roadworks on new 
Mil fink rood. Until 31st December 
Brisk* M5 JIB-19. Major Roadworks on 
Avonncutfi Bridge. Unfl23td June 2001. 
MnridiattiKfiM Batmen JIDTfrrmorlti 
services and J9 Sutm CoWfefcJ. noariralcs 
and contraflow Uffifl 23rd April. 

South Yorkshire; Ml Between J34Hraiey 
Viaduct (A6109) A JM Tinsley Vladwl 
(A61 78). Sheffield. Carriageway is reduced 
to two lanes southbound. Until Zfst 
November 2000. 

Glouce st ershire: AM Lansdown Rd. 


Cheltenham. Closed due to roadwork? 
UnuraLUtverelons it place UnU 1st June. 
Co-Antrim: At Kingsway, Dunmurray. 
Roadworks, various Jano r o strletiona. Until 
1st August 

Derbyshire: AS Between Derby Southern 
Bypass (AS0) and Shadow Road reund- 
dbntt East at Alvaston. Corsrafiow for work 
on new A50. Un« 15th Ocmoer. 

AA AOMhncrii: Call 0336 401 777 for 
the latest local and national traffic news. 
Source: The Automobile Association. Calls 
charged at 50p per min (Inc VAT). 


7^ 


vV. 

reSA 

- 09 _ 1 06 

08,: j01,i 


YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 

Wannest: Jersey )«C (57P) 
Contest (day): Dmmalbln AC (49F) 
IBUtuL Stornoway 22,0 mm 
Starriest Skegness 7.1 firs 
For 241*5 to 6pm Thursday 
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Rain 

or Shine... 

AT LEAST 60 people -were in- 
jured when cydone Davina 
hit Mauritius, officials said 
yesterday. 

The cydone is now heading 
towards Madagascar after 
briefly battering Mauritius, in 
the south-eastern tip of the 
Indian Ocean, with winds of up 
tol08mph. 

Government and hospital 
nffimnis said that 60 people 
were admitted to hospital and 
about 1,000 more suffered cuts 
and bruises. 



Low Q and 5 wfll remain starionary. Low M will continue to move north-east 
and weaken. 
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Ministry sponsors 
face Neill inquiry 


SPONSORSHIP of government 
departments by big corpora- 
tions is to be investigated by 
Lord NeQl's Committee on 
Standards in Public Life, it was 
announced yesterday. 

Companies which spent mil- 
lions last year sponsoring offi- 
cial events and campaigns 
might see their backing de- 
clared in future as political 
donations are at present 

Launching a wide-ran ging 
inquiry, Lord Ne3I questioned 
whether there was any real dif- 
ference between sponsoring a 
political party and sponsoring a 
government department “A lay- 
man might ask what the ffiffier- 
ence is between two forms of 
sponsorship," he said. The com- 
mittee will look at whether the 
level of sponsorship should be 
limited, and whether the 
amounts should be disclosed. 

The issue was raised by Lord 
Norton, aprofessorfrom the Uni- 
versity of Hull who became a 
Conservative peer last year His 
questions in the House of Lords 
revealed that summits during 


I CALI HIM 
“BOBBY MOOBE 
WEMBLEY STADIUM 
KEVIN KEEGAN 
BROOKLYN SMITH.’ 


By Fean abrams 
Westminster Correspondent 

Britain’s European presidency 
last year received more than 
dm from firms such as Group 
Fbuc Eurostar and Rover 
Baroness Symons, the Fhr- 
eign Office minister revealed 
that last year’s G8 Summit in 
Birmingham received £500,000 
in sponsorship. Among other 
sponsors were the Goldman 
Sachs merchant hank and Sony 
The Foreign Office added 
that it had retained the services 
of a specialist firm. Integrated 
Communicatian Projects Ltd, to 
seek the sponsorship. Ap- 
proaches were made to more 
than 400 companies. 

Numerous other govern- 
ment publicity projects re-j 
ceived sponsorship. Among! 
them were two Department off 
Thade and Industry projects .^ 
a safety campaign on burns anip 
scalds sponsored by Morphy^ 
Richards and information 
winter fuel payments spcwD* 
sored by Gala Bingo HaS& Tsi 
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Lets import a plague of robbery 
violence to Dublin’s fair city 
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Cafe culture in Dublin’s Grafton Street 

. . .but it’s still a 
magnet for the 
stylish and rich 
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A checkpoint operated fay the Drags Awareness Committee in the Brookview Tallaght area of Dublin. Few are untouched by the effects of drug abuse Leon Farrell 
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THE MENACING datter of he- 
licopter blades wakes residents 
of die newiy developed apart- 
ment blocks near die Grand 
Canal in Dublin two or three 
nights a week. Sometimes Hy- 
ing high, but more often than 
not swooping in low .with its; 
high-powered spotlit die po- 
lice helicopter is a persistent 
disturbance to the young 
white-coDai; and increasingly 

of DuWin. 

That noise, together with 
the relentless wail of car 
alarms, is a reminder of the 
drugs and crime problem that 
is blighting one of Europe’s 
most successful tides. 

In the past decade or so 
Dublin has undergone a trans- 
formation. Thousands ofyoung, 
working peopl e have been lured 
to the inner-dty by flats at af- 
fordable prices. But the re- 
naissance is being threatened 
by drug addicts. In prosperous 
commercial areas, every shop 
has security staff on the doors. 


BY ALAN MURDOCH 
in Dublin 

AND ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

In Patrick Street, the small 
convenience stares opposite 
the Protestant cathedral have 
their own doormen, while locaL 
newsagents weary of “jumpov- 
ers”- where robbers leap over 
the counter to get at the till -in- 
vest in dosed tircuft television. 

And there are the stories of 
sheer horroc One shop worker 
- one of 2,200 people who re- 
ported attacks ffl- threats of sixh 
attacks in the d$y in 1996 - was 
stabbed hya rpbber armed with 
a btood-filled^yrkige. Ebrweefes 
while be waited for the results 
ofblood teste he was terrified be 
might have Aids. “I was a ner- 
vous wreck,” he said. “The guy 
that dSd it tome is dead now He 
died ctf Aids two years ago.” 

The violence is not restrict- 
ed to robbery Alan Byrne, 27, 
a rehabilitated adifict, was shot 
three times in the lower back 
in an assassination attempt 


last Tuesday in the Coombe 
area as he set off for work. 

Byrne shared a flat with 
Josie Dwyer 41, a HIV-positive 
heroin addict They were to- 
gether on the night In May 
1996 when Dwyer was repeat- 
edly attacked and eventually 
beaten to death in an apparent 

vigilante mnh attack, .. 

After two decades of an'es- ‘ 
catering drugs problem, the 
tactics of Dublin anti-drug vig- 
ilante grot?® are uncompro- 
mising. In the Sun drive area 
late last year they put up 
posters listing names of drug 
dealers to be shot 

As if this were not enough, 
there are savage internecine 
“turf wars" between dealers. 
"Cottoneye Joe" Delaney 54, an 
alleged ecstasy dealer is ac- 
cused of the torture and mur- 
der of a dealer Mark Dwyer; 2S, 
in December 1996. 

Similar levels of violence 
su rro u nded the operations of 
PJ “the Psycho” Judge, a crim- 
inal with suspected INLAlinks, 


who tried to take over Dublin’s 
cannabis market In 1996. Judge, 
41, who was shot dead two 
years ago, was suspected of 
killing five rivals. 

Oneof his suspected victims 
was 'William “Jock” Corbafiy, 
whose body was never found. 
He reportedly had his teeth 
puHediOut, was beaten witjua 
shovel before having his throat 
cut, then thrown into a lime pit 
in Co Kildare. 

But dealers are willing to 
risk such violence for a share of 

ahnrgponm grnarkeh Anmrrfin g 

to the most recent figures, 
Dublin now has around 13,000 
regular heroin users, up from 
8,000 to 10,000 two years aga Of- 
fices based at the Garda head- 
quarters in Dublin's Phoenix 
park believe that heroin is now 
responsible for 80per cent of the 
city's crime. Their statics sug- 
gest addicts commit 85 per cent 
of aggravated burglaries, 82 per 
cent afmnggings and 84 per cent 
of theft from cars. 

As with Dubtefs population, 


the profile of the heroin users 
is largelyyouthM A recent sur- 
vey carried out by a govern- 
ment task force suggested that 
72 per cent of heroin users 
were, male, 63 per emit unem- 
ployed and 69 per cent lived 
with their parents. TWo-tfcirds 
of those regularly using hero- 
in in thet^arennder^and 
almost the same proportion 
left school at 16 or younger. 

Tony Geoghegan, director 
of the Merchants Quay Project 
which treats drugs users, said 
900 maixfly young, first-time 
drug users sougto treatment in 
the city last year. A high pro- 
portion of these had begun in- 
jecting in the last six months. 

“You are dealing with high 
levels erf educational disadvan- 
tage and poverty with few hav- 
ing aspirations,” he said. 
"[They cornel from areas 
where there is an established 
black economy and where 
maybe the parents were in- 
volved in crime or drugs.” 

The Irish government has 


tried to deal with the Dublin’s 
heroin problem, hi the early 
Eighties it used undercover of- 
ficers whose efforts, accompa- 
nied by community action,, were 
effective in tackling dealers 
who were then less careful 
about distancing themselves 
from the product 

And after thel996ckiD[Qg of 
journalist Veronica Guerin by 
drug dealers, a murder which 
prompted an international out 
cry the Government poured 
more funds into anti-drugs 
measures. Anew Criminal As- 
sets Bureau targeting major 
dealers was set up. 

But as fast as the Garda act, 
so new dealers move in. The 
deaths continue, the estates 
built with short-sightedness in 
the Sixties continue to be lit- 
tered with syringes and glass 
from smashed up cars, while 
the problems spiU over into 
the newly gentrified areas 
where the residents are woken 
at night by the sound of heli- 
copter blades. 


THERE WAS a time when for 
much of Dublin’s youth, the first 
opportunity toleave was the op- 
portunity they jumped at Not 
anymore. 

With the help of money from 
Europe, Dublin has become 
one of the most fashionable 
tities of the continent 

The success story of Temple 
Bar- an olden forgotten area 
in the city centre and its trans- 
formation into the restaurant 
and club quarter - is well 
known. But elsewhere the city 
has also been reborn. 

In the Smithfield Market 
area, new villages have been de- 
veloped with former distilleries 
and grain stores turned into 
modern working and living 
accommodation. While not 
everyone is convinced of the 
value-foranoney of these de- 
velopments, there is little doubt 
■ they are rhangjiig the face of 
Dublin. New conurbations have 
also grown on northern and 
western outskirts where high- 
tech plants such as Intel in 
Lendip have created thousands 
of jobs. Similar developments • 
have sprung up in the satellite 
towns of Blanchards town. 
Swards and Lucan. 

The revival in the Irish cap- 
ital’s economy has been built on 
low-pay agreements, tax arts 
and incentives for developers 
complementing a healthy in- 
ward investment Multination- 
als in turn have been hired by 
some of Europe’s lowest cor- 
poration tax rates and the 
promise of the highest rate of 
profit in the European Union. 


By alan Murdoch 

In central Dublin it has been 
also driven fay arguably the 
greatest success of the con- 
troversial former taoiseacb, 
Charles Haughey - the In- 
ternational Financial Services 
Centre, directly employing 
6^00 people and built on for- 
merly derelict dockland. 

Taking advantage of tax, 
rent and rates write-offs, 
builders have erected a forest 
of private apartment blocks on 
every available space, creating 
dty homes for thousands in a 
reversal of a flight to the sub- 
urbs stretching from the Fifties 
to the Eighties. 

The building boom has ac- 
. companied a revival in city Kv; 
ing, also fostered by Mr 
Haughey, enlivening older nar- 
row streets. . 

Key to the continuing Irishq 
boom is the agreement be- 
tween state, unions and em- 
ployers trading wage restraint 
in return for tax cute, which has 
held Irish inflation at low levels 
for a decade. 

This has allowed Ireland to 
undercut near neighbours with 
lower wage costs for inward in- 
vestors. As a result, unem- 
ployment fell this month to 6.8 
per cent, its lowest level for 16 
years, compared with a peak of 
18 per cent in the late 1980s. 

But this is the backdrop. 
Front of stage is a dty of new- 
found confidence and new- 
found opportunities. It is also a 
dty which younger people are 
not rushing to leave. 
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Kidman unrobed in Kubrick’s final legacy 


l 


Nicole Kidman and Tom Cruise in *Eyes Wide Shuf 


STANLEY KUBRICK, who died 
last week; was considered to be 
the most radical of directors. 
But even be, it seems, could not 
change some cinematic tradi- 
tions. 

A trailer from his final film, 
Eyes Wide Shut, shown yes- 
terday anrid Several pifoBd^^ 
a US film trade show in Las 
\fegas, features Nicole Kidman 
and Tbm Cruise in a passionate 
encounter Migs Kidman is en- 
tirety naked except for her ear- 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

rings. Mr Cruise is naked from 
tee waist up. 

The 90-second dip was per- 
sonally chosen to be tee first 
preview of his 151m fay Kubrick, 
who died at his home in Hert- 
fordshire last Sunday aged 70. 

Even before Kubrick’s death 
there was huge interest in his 
latest film, his first since 1987*8 
Full Metal Jacket. Eyes Wide 


Shut was filmed under condi- 
tions of total secrecy. 

Nicole Kidman has merely 
mftfte Hw c ommen t te at the di- 
rector insisted on dealing with 

her and Tom Cruise Cher hus- 
band both in the film and in life) 
separately. 

She added cryptically: 
“When you see the film you will 
see why.” 

The dip begins with Kidman 
standing in front of a mii- mr , 
taking off her earrings. Cruise 


approaches her from the side, 
kissing and caressing her while 
a blues soundtrack plays. 
Warner Brothers chairman 
Terry Semd described the dip 
as "short and provocative.” 

After the dip was shown at 
the trade convention in the 
USA there was a brief moment 
of silence before the 3,000 
strong audience, composed 
largely of cinema operators, 
burst into applause. 

It emerged yesterday that 


there was a special screening 
of the whole film last week 
with Cruise and Kidman in 
New York, which Mr Semel at- 
tended. Even though his studio 
had funded tee movie, it was tee 
first time he had seen it So con- 
cerned was Kubrick about se- 
crecy teat he reportedly 
insisted that the projectionist 
turn his back during the 
screening. 

Filming of Eyes Wide Shut 
took 15 months. While very lit- 


tle is known about it, it is be- 
lieved to be a sexual thriller in 
which Cruise and Edman play 
psychiatrists married to each 
other, loosely based on Arthur 
Schni trier’s 1926 novella 
Dream Story. 

The film is scheduled to 
open in America in July prior 
to its UK jiremiere. Mr Semel 
predicted it would receive an 
adults only ‘R’ rating. 

My Year With Kubrick, 
Review, page 10 


It’s light in weight and light on the pocket. But it's built 











4/HOME NEWS 


the independent 

Friday 12 March 1999 



Price fixing 


Political broadcast by the Best Friends’ Party 
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of medicines 


to be ended 


AN END to price fixing on med- 
icines was signalled yesterday 
when the Governments con- 
sumer watchdog was given the 
go-ahead to begin legal moves 
to abolish the practice. 

The Office of Fair 'Heading 
tOFTl will now prepare its case 
fora fuD court hearing next year 
which could result in sharp falls 
in the artificially inflated prices 
charged for common branded 
remedies such as painkillers, 
cough medicines and vitamins, 
saving consumers an estimated 
£300rn a year. 

Allan Leighton, chief execu- 
tive of the supermarket chain, 
Asda, which has campaigned 
against price fixing, said after 
the hearing: “The writing is on 
the wall for resale price main- 
tenance and the drug manu- 
facturers should take the hint 
and now voluntarily stop im- 
posing this health tax." 

Price fixing has been out- 
lawed on most products under 
the Resale Price Maintenance 
Act 1964. Medicines were ex- 
empted from the ban in 1970 to 
protect snail chemists' shops, 
which argued that if they could 
not make enough profit from the 
sale of the medicines many 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 


would be forced to dose. leaving 
large areas of the country with- 
out access to medical drugs. 

The OFT said that in the last 
20 years die market had 
changed Chemists sold a wider 
range of goods and wee less de- 
pendent on the income they got 
from the sale of medidnes. This 
had fallen from 10-13 per cent of 
their total sales in 1970 to 7-8 per 
cent in the mki-Nmeties. 

Yesterday, the Restrictive 
Practices Court in London 
backed the OFT and agreed 
that the drug manufacturers 
had a case to answer Giving his 
ruling, Mr Justice Buckley said 
that be and two lay members 
felt there was “no doubt" there 
had been changes in the way 
pharmaceuticals were mar- 
keted since 1970. 

“Wte are convinced it is in the 
public interest for the court to 
revisit this matter;” he said. 

David Oliver QC, represent- 
ing the OFT had told the judges 
at a hearing last month that 
there was no longer any reason 
to protect chemists* shops, 
which had been rising in num- 


ber or had remained stable 

since 1987. 

There was also evidence of 

changing chop pin g hahitg ^ nrith 

62 per cent of people canvassed 
in a survey saying they visited 
a chemist to have a prescription 
dispensed In 1995, 73 per cent 
of chemists’ turnover was from 
National Health Service pre- 
scriptions compared with 45 per 
cent in 1970. High-street phar- 
macists had claimed that lifting 
the exemption would result in 
one-quarter of all chemists 
going out of business. 

John Bridgeman, the Direc- 
tor-General of Fair Trading, 
said: “This is good news for the 
consumers who have been 
forced to pay unnecessarily 
high prices for too long. I began 
the fight to end price fixing in 
this sector in 1996 and at last we 
can now proceed to the High 
Court This is the last bastion 
of resale price maintenance in 
the economy.” 

A spokeswoman for the 
Community Pharmacy Action 
Group said: “We hope the foil 
hearing will grant us a five-year 
moratorium so that alternative 
ways of protecting community 
pharmacies can be found.” 
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Tony Blair and Gordon Brown live on Talk Radio yesterday. They claimed to have *the strongest political friendship in Britain 


THE PRIME MINISTER and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
made broadcasting history yes- 
terday by being interviewed 
together on the radio. 

Tony Blair described then- 
relationship as the strongest 
political friendship in Bri tain, 

ritKTTiiRging stori es that riaimgd 

Gordon Brown had not forgiv- 
en him for becoming leader of 


By Paul McCann 
Media Editor 


the Labour Party. Far his part, 
the Chancellor joked that his 
neighbours at 10 Downing 
Street were a noisy family, and 
complained of hearing the 
Prime Minister playing his 
guitar too loudly. 

Mr Blair confessed that he 
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found being Prime Minister 
“remorseless”’ and said that 
he regretted having to live in a 
flat above 10 Downing Street 

Hie two were given a re- 
markably ti ght: grilling by lis- 
teners to Scott Chisholm's 
phone-in show on Talk Radio. 

Callers to the programme 
were sceptical about the Bud- 
get and focused on ways in 


which it would make them 
poorer Several complained 
about increases in duty on 
vehicle faeL 

. Mr Brown offered personal- 
ly to intervene in the case of a 
disabled caller who asked 
whether be would be eligible far 
benefit to soften the impact of 
increased fuel duties. “Why 
don’t you write me a note and 


we wfll get this sorted out?" said 
the Chancellor. 

The Prime Minister lived 
up to his reputation for false 
modesty when he said to one 
caller. “Hello Joyce, Tony Blair 
here..." before going on to 
explain why the Government 
could not afford to scrap the 
television licence fee for pen- 
sioners. 


£3.3bn British film 


industry is booming 


>*r 



THE BRITISH film industry is 
now a network of small busi- 
nesses, most of than operating 
with fewer than 10 employees, 
a new report shows. It has 
gone from a world-famous but 
| precarious studio system to a 
thriving £3-3bn enterprise run 
by literally thousands of small 

com panies. . 

The latest edition of Cultur- 
al Trends, from the indepen- 
dent Policy Studies Institute 
(PSD, describes the current 
state of the film industry as a 
“£3.3 bn small business". 

It states: “In its postwar hey- 
day the British film industry 
boasted world-famous produc- 
tion studios such as Ealing, 
Gainsborough, British Lion, 
Rank, London Films and British 
International Pictures. Half a 
century later; the industry con- 


By David Uster 
Arts News Editor 


sists largely of small companies 
with fewer than io employees 
and hj gh numbers of part-time 
and self-employed w or kers." 

The report says that there 
are now around 3,000 busi- 
nesses gn gagAri in film and 
video activities. There was an 
11 per increase in the total 
number of film and video busi- 
nesses between 1996 and 1997. 

The PSI stresses the indus- 
try’s growing contribution to 
the economy. Turnover of film 
and video activities increased ty 
62 percent, from £2bn in 1995 to 
£3itbnin 1996. United Kingdom 

pamrn gs hyfflrn w wnpanips frnm 

overseas markets rose from 
£587m in 1993 to £672m in 1997. 

The continuing transforma- 


tion of the industry is shown fay 
the fact that nearly 80 per cent 
of all UK film and video enter- 
prises had a turnover of less 
than £500,000; nearly 90 per 
cent of film and video .busi- 
nesses had fewer than 10 em- 
ployees. 98 per cent had fewer 
..than 50 employees, and a total 
of only 10 companies employed 
more than 250 people. 

Sara Selwood, the editor of 
Cultural Trends, commented: 
“The figures confirm that the 
film industry makes a signifi- 
cant contribution to Britain's 
economy as well as its identity 
overseas. (But] one of the most 
striking findings of this report 
is how difficult it is to pull to- 
gether data about the British 
film industry.” 

Cultural Trends 30: £25; Tele- 
phone 01235 401000. 
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McEwan up for top prize 


THE BOOKER PRIZE winner 
Ian McEwan has been short- 
listed for the £85,000 Impac lit- 
erary award, the world's richest 
literary prize. 

McEwan, who won last 
year’s Booker with his novel 
Amsterdam, now has his ear- 
lier Enduring Love among 
eight contenders for the fiction 
prize set up 13 years, ago by 
management company impac 


By David Uster 


and Dublin corporation. The list 
was selected from 100 books 
nominated by libraries in more 
than 50 countries. 

For the first time a debut 
novel is listed Ingenious Pain, 
by Bristol-born Andrew Miller 
who lives in Paris, is the story of 
ihe rise, fall and redemption of 
a man unable to feel pain. 


Also on the list are Quarcm- 
tme by Jim (lace which won the 
1997 Whitbread Novel Award; 
Underworld by Don DeLOlo; 
The Ordinary Seaman by Fran- 
cisco Goldman; The Whxd-Up 
Bird Chronicle by Harulri Mu- 
rakami; The Puttermesser Pa- 
pers by (tyntbia Ozick; and The 
Reader by ; Bernard Schlink. 

The winner will be an- 
nounced in Dublin on 17 May. 
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Murderer to 


get sex swap 


on the NHS 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 


THE PRISON Service has given 


mdutfing a murderer; a kid- 
napper and an armed robber; to 


tional Health Service. The de- 
cision follows a legal challenge 
by one ofthe prisoners, who has 
been fighting an eight-year bat- 
tle to Change his gandwr 
John Pilley; a kidapper serv- 
?ing a life sentence, will become 
the first poisoner to undergo 


: ftlrmlship in Britain 
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whenhehasanordadectOTnyin 
Leicester next month. 

Pffiey who is known as tlane 
Anne” has had more than seven 
years of hormone-replacement 
treatment while in jail but took 
legal action after prison chiefs 
appeared to be blocking his de- 
mands for genital surgery.He 
argued that having given him 
treatment enabling him to de- 
velop breasts, it was unfair for 
the Prison Service to leave him 
in the limbo of being part-man 
and part-woman. 

The Independent has 
learned that TbeasurysoBcitors, 
representing the Prison Ser- 


^vice, have been instructed not 
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to continue contesting the case, 
instead, Michael Longfield, the 
service’s head of healthcare; 
has told officials at Gartree 
Prison, near Market Harbor- 
ough, in Leicestershire, that Mr 
ley can have his operation. 

The orchidectomy, which 
costs around £11,000, is due to 
taftepbee neat month at Lrices- 
ter Royal Infirmary, Fallowing 
the operation, POIegris likely to 
be transferred to Holloway 
women's prison in north London. 

The dftri.q'on wiD create a 
precedent for at least five other 
prisoners seeking sex-change 
operations and pursuing legal 
cases tgainst the Prison Service, 
mchidfagTMfipTBplin. Matthew - 
Richardspn, Douglas Whkefield 
and David Cross. 




Master 
conman 
slips out 
of jail 


By Ian Burrell 


Tr anss e x ual David Cross, jailed for 17 years for armed robbery; is now known as Kelly Denise Cassidy and Leigh 



Douglas Wakefield hopes to be transferred to a women’s jail such as Holloway deft) 


The barrister and former 
liberal Democrat MP Alex Carr 
Be, who> campaigned for trans- 
sexual rights in parliament, said 
the decision was an ‘important 
step towards giving transsexu- 
als proper civil Eberties”. 

- The Prison Service said yes- 
terday that it was under an 
ohfiffationtogiveprisoaersthe 
same access to medical care as 
othermembersofthepoblic.lt 
is now drawing up new guide- 


lines for prison governors on 
how they should deal with 

f ranssignml i mnatfts. 

A spokeswoman said: “The 
general approach is that the 
prisoner should wait for re- 
lease. IPs not realtya suitable 
environment to take such an ir- 
revocable decision. The prob- 
lems arise with prisoners 
serving a long sentence:” 

Pilley, 46, who was sen- 
tenced to Bfemjafl for the kid- 


napping of a taxi-driver; Linda 
Chariesworth, in 1981, is al- 
lowed to wear women’s doth- 
ing while he is looted in his celL 
He has drawn up a charter 
in which he promises not to put 
mi his female attire in front of 
other inmates. It reads: “With 
the exception of underwear; I 
wiD keep the articles In my 
room at all times (apart from 
laundry). I will not dress in fe- 
male clothing except between 


lock-up at night and unlock in 
the morning.” 

Pilley is a member of 
Gartree 's therapeutic commu- 
nity, which indudes other pris- 
oners seeking sex changes, 
such as Philip Taptin and con- 
victed kffler Matthew Richard- 
son, 42. Other transsexual 
prisoners are scattered around 
the jail system, often with little 
in the way of specialist support 

Douglas Wakefield makes 
life in Charmings Wbod Prison, 
in Devon, more bearable by 
decorating his cell with lace 
curtains and flowers. The dou- 
ble murderer has been diag- 
nosed by a psychiatrist as 
having “gender identity disori- 
entated, to tettere foam prison 
he has said: “Maleness has al- 
ways been nothing less than an 
abhorrence to me - something 
to be threatened and intimi- 
dated by. I have grown to detest 
the body! live in.” 

TOakefie) d, wfyjjs allowed to 
Wear women’s ear-rings and 
has chosen tobe railed “Dee", 
was jailed for life at Leeds 
Crown Court in 1974 for mur- 


dering an unde who had taunt- 
ed him about his sexuality. 
Four years later he strangled 
fellow prisoner Brian Peake 
with a shoelace, then stabbed 
and beat him to death in the 
psychiatric wing of Parkhurst 
jail on the Isle of Wight in 
Hampshire. He spent a record 
1,200 days in solitary confine- 
ment after twice taking prison 
officers hostage and trying to 
kiQ one of them. 

Now a model prisoner; he 
says that he could happily live 
the rest of his life behind bars, 
provided he was given a sex 
change and moved to a 
women's prison. 

At Parkhurst, David Cross - 
now known as Kelly Denise 
Richards — is taking Androcur, 
the hormone drug typroterane 
acetate, winch reduces levels of 
testosterone. 

Although transsexual pris- 
oners such as Cross are terri- 
fied erf stopping such treatment - 
and reverting to men, they are 
aware thafthe prolonged use of 
such drugs carries a risk offiver 
failure. Cross, an armed robber 


serving 17 years, is anxiously 
awaiting his orchidectomy. 

Dr Russell Reid, a consul- 
tant psychiatrist who has fid- 
vised Cross and other 
transsexual inmates, said that 
prison fife made it very difficult 
for inmates to satisfy the nec- 
essary criteria before they 
could be given such a fife- 
changing operation. 

• He said: “They must acfiust 
successfully and five and work 
in .their female role for two 
years before they can be con- 
sidered for surgery It is very 
difficult, though not impossible 
for them to fulfil that" 

But Susan Marshall of Press 
for Change, a campaigning or- 
ganisation which is seeking 
equal rights for people who 
have gender identity disorder 
said that prisoners were enti- 
tled to medical help to change 
their sex. 

“They are supposed to lose 
theirhbaty but they should not 
be further punished by removal 
of treatment-far a recognised 
medical condition from which 
they are suffering,” she said. 


FOR A master coo man who had 
spent most of his life exploiting 
a wide variety of disguises, the 
feeble security of Fbrd Open 
Prison was never going to 
prove much of a challenge. 

Sure enough, only two 
months into his six-year sen- 
tence. the notorious swindler 
Anthony Passmore walked 
straight out of the Sussex jail 
He has not been seen for over 
a fortnight. 

Unfortunately his escape 
came as news lo the detectives 
who contacted Ford last week, 
hoping (o interview Passmore, 
53, about the missing spoils of 
a £Gm fraud. 

They’ also considered it a 
disaster, fbrthe Islington -born 
con man is linked to Britain's 
most notorious crime gang, 
(he north London-based Adams 
family. 

Detectives had pursued him 
for a year before trapping him 
as he prepared to “sting" 
London investors fur a further 
Cl 2m by posing as an Irish 
bank director. 

But Passmore proved too 
wily for officers at Ford, walk- 
ing out of the prison, near 
Littlehampton, between 8am 
and 2pm on 24 February. 

Detectives from the City of 
London police force contacted 
Ford to arrange an interview 
with Passmore about the £6m 
onfy to be told that he was on 
the loose. 

A force spokesman said: 
“They were not happy; to say 
the very least We are hopping 
mad.” 

Last night embarrassed 
Prison Service nfficinig were 
trying to explain why Pass- 
more had been allowed such lax 
security conditions so early in 
his sentence. 

APrisoo Service spokesman 
said: “Open prisons are run on 
a baas of trust Mr Passmore 
has obviously abused that trust 
and if he is recaptured he wfll 
be sent to a dosed prison. 

“He was sent to Ford after a 
rigorous risk-assessment He 
foiled to appear at a roll-check 
oh the day in question and 
local police were informed, but 
he is still at large." 
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Lords agree Jamaican girl’s 
adoption in landmark ruling 
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THE GRANDPARENTS of a Ja- 
maican girl yesterday won the 
legal right to adopt he- through 
a ground-breaking House of 
Lords ruling. 

Despite strong Home Office 
opposition, five law lords unan- 
imously decided that the needs 
of the child, now nearly 18, out- 
weighed the need to maintain 
^“an effective and consistent 
immigration policy”. 

The judgment is Hkefy to 
make it easier for UK rifeerts 
to adopt chfldren from abroad 
if it can be shown the move 
“safeguards and promotes the 
welfare ofthe child” throughout 
childhood, and the child’s wish- 


By John Aston 


es and feelings have been prop- 
erly taken into account 

“B r , who cannot be named, 
left a background of poverty in 
Jamaica to stay with her grand- 
parents, both UK citizens, in 
1995 when aged 14. 

In a written judgment. Lord 
Hoffmann, sitting with Lends 
NicboDs, Hope, Hutton and Mil- 
lett, described how the girl's 
grandparents, who had emi- 
grated to Britain nearly 40 
years ago, decided to adopt B, 
with her mother's consent, to 
give her a better start in life. 

Allowing an appeal against a 


Court of Appeal ruling which 
prevented an adoption order; 
Lord Hoffman said: “In cases 
fa which it appears to the judge 
that adoption would confer real 
benefits upon the child during 
its childhood, it is very unlike- 
ly that general con si derations 

erf ‘maintaining an effective and 
ptwiBietent. immigration policy 1 
could justify the refusal of an 
order. The two kinds of consid-. 
eration are hardly commensu- 
rable so as to be capable of 
being weighed in the balance 
against each other” 

Lord HoSmann described 
how the Home Office had or- 
dered B to return to Jamaica, 


where her family lived “in a 
primitive concrete house with- 
out a toilet or electricity". 

Her grandparente decided to 
adopt her as their own child. In 
October 1997, a High Court 
Family Division judge ruled in 
favour of adoption and said the 
welfare benefits to B “were so 
strong that faunigration policy 
was insufficient to override 
them”, said Lord Hoffmann. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
agreed and said High Court 
judge Mr Justice Sumner had 
failed to distin guish foe ad- 



Lord Hoffman: Benefits 


those of B acquiring a right to 
five fa the UK Adoption would 


have no advantages to the 
child, said the appeal judges. 

But yesterday Lord Hoff- 
mann, with the four other law 
lords also agreeing, said the ap- 
peal judges had ignored “the 
considerable benefits” from 
adoption which B would have 
accrued during the remainder 
of her childhood. 


Land planted with GM 
crops may fall in value 


SURVEYORS WARNED yester- 
day that farmers who plant ge- 
netically modified (GM) crops 
could see their land values foil, 
and that tenants erf such land 
might face hills to make up the 
shortfall. 

The Royal Institute of Char- 
tered Surveyors (RICS) called 
for the creation of a land reg- 
ister through which potential 
buyers, and banks, could find 
out if and when GM crops had 
been planted or grown on a 
particular holding. 

In a separate move, the Gov- 
ernment announced that the in- 
dependent advisory group on 
planting of GM crops will fa- 


by Charles Arthur 
T echnology Editor 


vestigate the effects on British 
wildlife and bfcxfivereity of com- 
mercial growing. 

Lord Whiffy the environment 
minister, said that the remit of 
the Advisory Committee on Re- 
leases to the environment 
(Acre) has been expanded, and 
a subgroup set up to examine 
biodiversity issues- “With these 
regulations in force, British 
wildlife species should be pro- 
tected against effects from toe 
commercial use of GM crops,” 
he said in a Lords’ written reply. 

Howevex; the RICS report, 


sent to the Government's Office 
of Science and Technology and 
other departments, warned that 
growing such crops nughttower 
the value of the land. In the case 
of tenant formers, a landlord 
could, in effect, sue for any 
shortfall in land value caused by 
the tenant growing GM craps. 

Michael Chambers, (Erector 
of the Kies's policy unit, said 
that if commercial growing goes 
ahead, it would require a per- 
manent register of sites where 
GM crops were or had been. 
“It’s veiy hard to see how it 
could be controlled once you 
grow cm a widespread scale in 
the countryside,” he added 
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on Woodward 


EXPRESS ROAjp^^AULAGE SPE 


lawyers who represented 
Louise Woodward in her Bost- 
on murder trial said yesterday 
that they will instigate a full sci- 
entific inquiry into fr es h riaime 
made in a CBS television news 
programme at the weekend, 
that the child who had been in 
her care, Matthew Eappen. 
died from strangulation. 

The announcement was 
made by the lawyers in Boston 
in response to a growing pub- 
lic furore about the strangula- 
tion theory. They promised they 
would be assembling their own 
experts to study the findings. 
Eventually an independent in- 
quiry could be launched jointly 
with prosecutors, they said. 

A weekly news show, 60 Min- 
utes. aired interviews with two 
doctors attached to the Chil- 
dren's Hospital in Los Angeles. 
Contradicting the prosecution 
case that Matthew had died 
from brain trauma caused fay 
slamming of the head and vio- 
lent shaking, they contended 
that he had instead been stran- 
gled. The strangling, they 
added, could have occurred up 


by David usborne 
in New York 


to two days before his admis- 
sion to hospital 

Now studying law in London, 
Ms TOaodward was convicted of 
invol untary manslaugh ter af te r 
the judge in the case nullified an 
earlier jury verdict of second- 
degree murder: She returned to 

B ritain last siimm pr and in .fan y 

uazy settled a wrongful -death 
suit with Matthew's parents, 
Deborah and Sunil Eappen. 

If her former lawyers con- 
clude that the strangulation 
theory is credible, they could 
move for a new trial and the 
overturning of Ms Woodward's 
conviction. But they stressed 
yesterday that the final decision, 
would have to be made by Ms 
Woodward herself. “Miss Wood- 
ward has always, taken the 
course that would vindicate her 
and prove her innocent” Barry 
Scheck, one of the lawyers, said. 

The CBS programme re- 
ported the foldings of Dr Floyd 
Gffles, who had spent six months 
studying medical evidence from 


the original trial. He concluded 
that bruising on the inside of 
Matthew’s neckimficated stran- 
gulation, whit* would harre im- 
peded the flow of blood to bis i 
brain. His findings were sup- 1 
ported in the programme by a 
colleague. Dr Marvin Nelson. 

The claims quickly stirred 
con tr ov er sy. A group of 70 doc- 
tors sent a searing open letter 
to CBS saying the network had 
been irresponsible to give air 
time to the two doctors and so 
cause new distress to the Eap- 
pens. Thqy called the strangu- 
lation theory “preposterous". 

A co-ordinator of the letter 
was Dr Carole Jenny of Brown 
University Medical School. "I 
was pretty mystified by how in 
the world people can come to a 
conclusion that ... overlooks 
the skull fracture, the subdural 
haemorrhages and all the other 
things this child has," she said. 

CBS has defended the pro- 
gramme. Kevin Tedesco, a net- 
work spokesman, said: "Our 
doctors have seen the evidence 
first-hand. Those doctors who 
wrote the letter haven’t”. 




Edward Stobart says that he could save over £2m by registering his company’s lorries in Lnxembourg 
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Ted T>itohbuTTilNarth News 


Lorries go off-shore to avoid tax 


EDDIE STOBART. Britain’s 
most famous lorry company, is 
to register up to half of its fleet 
abroad in protest at the sharp 
rise in vehicle tax announced in 
the Budget The news came as 
it emerged hauliers are poised 
to launch a transport strike 
over rising costs. 

The Carlisle-based company 
will register at least 100 lorries 
this year in either Luxembourg 
or Belgium. But Stobart said it 


By pott ip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 


could move out half of its 800- 
strong fleet 

The move will allow the com- 
pany to pay Vehicle Excise 
Duty of just £338 in Luxem- 
bourg or £876 in Belgium for its 
40-tonne five-axle lorries. This 
compares with £5,750 in Britain, 
which the Chancellor increased 
from £3,210. 


If Eddie Stobart takes ad- 
vantage of the discrepancy and 
registers 400 vehicles abroad, 
the company will save over 
£2mayear 

The move is known as "flag- 
ging out” because it works on 
the same principle as shipown- 
ers who register their fleet 
with fo gs of convenience to 
take advantage of lower tax 
regimes. 

Edward Stobart, chairman 


and chief executive, said that 
he was making the move to reg- 
ister lorries abroad reluctant- 
ly and warned it could have a 
long-term harmful effect on 
vehicle safety in the UK. 

“If you register them on the 
Continent and run them in the 
UK, the Ministry of Transport 
can’t do anything with you. 
That will attract unsafe mea- 
sures and people - though not 
Stobarts - will get away with a 


lot of things that they can't do 
at the moment” 

Mr Stobart said bis move 
was in response to competition 
from European hauliers who 
take advantage of the tax dis- 
crepancies. "We have Euro- 
pean fleets coming into the UK 
with foil tanks of cheaper diesel 
and leaving with empty tanks, 
paying no tax to our Govern- 
ment It is ludicrous and the 
Government is losing out.” 
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A ROW erupted yesterday over 
the Government’s “computers 
for alT Budget commitment, as 
teachers revealed that the 
small print showed they would 
have to foot the bUL 

Teachers said the details 
fell short of expectations, after 
it emerged that much of the 
£20m allocated to fund laptops 
for teachers would be fending 
low-interest bans so staff could 
pay for their own computers. 

They also criticised pilot 
plans to improve' access to 
computers fay aBowingfomilies 
in deprived areas to rent for 
about £5 a month, "recycled” 
machines discarded fay private 
firms. David Blunkett, the Sec- 
retary of State for Education, 
announced the scheme yes- 
terday as be outlined the break- 
down of the Government's 
£400m package to modernise 
the skills of teachers and the 
workforce. Under the scheme, 
schools wQl be able to buy 
some computers to lend to 
staff and teachers will be of- 
fered low-interest loans bo pay 
for their own computers. 

Government sources said 
the loans would offer a better 
deal than commercial finance 
packages to help teachers join 
the ‘information revolution”. 

Mr Blunkett saidyesterday: 
“It is vital that we prevent a 
generation of children emerg- 
ing as the information poor. 

“Information and commu- 
nication technology allow us all 
access to the future and will 
help underpin prosperity and 
equality of opportunity into the 
next century, for young and 
old afore.” 


By ben Russell 
E ducation Correspondent 


But Doug McAvqy, genera] 
secretary ofthe National Union 
of Teachers, said: “Teachers 
will be disappointed that their 
hopes, raised on Tuesday, are 
dashed on Thursday. 

“Schools and teachers are 
critical to the information age, 
but teachers have to spend 
their own money on the tools of 
their trade.” 

Mr McAvqy also criticised 
the {dans to offer deprived fam- 
ilies old computers. 

He said: “Out-of-date and 
discarded computers will not 
bridge the gap between the 
haves and foe have-nots. In- 
stead, they wQl create the haves 
and the neariy-haves.” 

Government sources insist- 
ed the second-hand computers 
would be high-quality ma- 
chines, obsolete for businesses 
but still acceptable for use in the 
home. “There’s a lot of com- 
puters that businesses upgrade 
but are still perfectly gooff" a 
source said. 

Mr Blunkett outlined the 
“computers for all” scheme as 
part of a drive to open 800 com- 
puter teaching centres in col- 
leges, libraries and business 
across Britain, announced in 
Tuesday’s Budget 

There will also be tax breaks 
to encourage employers to lend 
their staff members computers 
for use at home. 

People who take out the 
Government’s new Indiv idual 
Learning Accounts will get 80 
per cent discounts on basic 
computer training. 
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offer, complete, new, boxed awf in stock 
In a local shop within 7 days of 
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Fayed’s brother gets UK passport 

AU FAYED, the brother of the Harrods owner; Mohamed 
alJhyed, has been given a British passport, the Home 
Office said today A decision on whether to give a passport 
toMr Payed himself has not yet been taken. The Home 
Office said that the Home Secretary, Jack Straw was 
seeking further information before reaching that decision. 


Hackney’s chief executive quits 

TQNY ELUSTON, chief executive ofthe London borough 
of Hackney, resigned ahead of what Ik Anvuitaii rc « 


”■"7 uaviu amuse!*, secretary or state 

for Education, is expected to take control of Hackney’s 
education department after Ofsted’s verdict next week. 


Old wrong brought to fight 

TiuS CASE of a 100-year-old man who claims wrongful 
dismissal from the Irish police force more than 70 years 
ago is to be looked at again, wmiam Geary moved to the 
United States after his sacking in 1928 for allegedly takings 
£100 bribe from the IRA: he has sham rizuiixu* «... 


Scientists make four-legged hens 

chicks have been made to grow rudimentary clawed • 
legs instead of wings, it was revealed yesterday. Scientists 
m America took a gene found in legs and transferred it to 
the wings of chicken embryos, causing feathers to vanish 
and the be gi nnings ofdawed fingers to appear. 
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HOME NEWS/7 


FA buys 

Wembley 

stadium 

for £103m 







THE FOOTBALL Association's 
hopes of hosting the Wbrid 
Cup in 2006 were given a mas- 
sive boost yesterday when a 
consortium led by the FA 
sealed a deal to take control of 

Wembley stadium. 

Shareholders in Wembley 
pic, the private companyw hich 
owns the stadium, yesterday 
..voted overwhelmingly to sell 
dfce famous Twin Tbwers to the 
'consortium for £103m. 

The vote marts the end of a 
tortuous, four-year process to 
dose the sale. It also end ed a 
last-ditch attempt by two private 
leisure companies and three 
dissident Wembley directors to 
renegotiate the agreement 

Ahostoflummaries involved 
in England's World Cup bid 
welcomed the news. Sir Bobby 
Charlton, a member of Eng- 
land's 1966 World Cup- winning 
side said: “The current Wemb- 
ley was regarded as one of the 
wonders of the sporting world 
when it was built in the Twen- 
ties, and I am sure that is what 
we wffl think when the new sta- 
dhun Is unveiled. ” 

Chris Smith, the Secretary of 


By Peter ThalLabsbn 

State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, sai± “The new WemMey 
is at the heart of our bid to se- 
cure a number of major in- 
ternational ' events in chiding, 
of course, the 2006 World Cup. 
This is more excellent news fra- 
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Alec McGivan, England’s 
2006 campaign director prom- 
ised that the new Wembley 
would be “the finest stadium in 
the world”. 

Under the terms of the deal 
Wembley is being sold to the 
En glish National Stadium De- 
velopment Company - a con- 
sortium backed by the FA and 
partly funded with National 
Lottery money. The consor- 
tium plans to spend 1200m cm 
building the new stadium. 

Bob Stubbs, the chief exec- 
utfrc of the consortium, said the 
designs tor the new stadium 
would be finalised in the sum- 
mer and a planning application 
would be submitted in Sep- 
tember. That would dear the 
way for demolition work to 
begin in September 2000. 
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Sr Bobby Chariton and Sir Geoff Hurst relivjbQg World Cup glory at Wembley yesterday 


Wtembley, which was com- 
pleted in 1923, is a listed budd- 
ing and the consortium will 
have to convince the planning 
committee at Kent Council in 
north-west London - and Na- 
tional Heritage - that the new 
design is an improvement De- 
signs are being drawn up by a 
team of architects led fay Sir 
Norman Foster 
Until the last moment how- 
ever; the sale was shrouded in 


c on tro ver s y Small sharehold- 
ers who attended the extraor- 
dinary general meeting 
yesterday morning opposed 
the sale However they were 
overwhelmingly out-voted by 
several large fund managers, 
allowing the sale to be cleared 
with a 79 per cent majority. 

The co ntrov e r s y follows a 
long-running campaign by 
three nonexecutive directors of 
Wembley- Peter Mead, Jarvis 


Astaire and Roger Brooke - to 
JUock the sale. Hie three, who 
argued that the deal underval- 
ued the stadium, had encour- 
aged rival leisure companies to 
make a bid for Wembley pic. 

Both ENIC, tiie football in- 
vestment group which controls 
25 per cent of Glasgow 
Bangers, and SFX Entertain- 
ment, a US leisure giant, indi- 
cated they were willing to 
launch takeover bids for Wfem- 


bley pic if the vote was post- 
poned However, they were 
overruled by the rest of Wem- 
bley’s board - a decision winch 
was ratified by the sharehold- 
ers yesterday. 

Last night Mr Mead said 
small shareholders in Wanbfey 
had been “filibustered by the 
corporate equivalent of the 

union block vole". 

However; sources dose to 
Wembley said any move to 


John Vbos 

delay the meeting would have 
undermined the deal to seD the 
stadium Under the terms of the 
agreement, the sale would foil 
through if it had not been com- 
pleted by 15 March. 

Yesterday Sir David Hill- 
Wood, the chairman of the FA's 
treasury committee and a 
shareholder in Wembley pic, 
told the shareholder meeting 
apy attempt to renegotiate the 
deal would have been pointless. 


Tycoon who stole BCCI’s £750m jailed 


THE MAN who broke tiie Bank 
of Credit and Commerce In- 
ternational and was jailed for 14 
years losthis appeal yesterday 
against conviction, 

Abbas Gokal a Pakistani 
born shipping tycoon, was 
found guilty, in 1997 of playing 
akeyroleinthe$20bn (G25bn> 
collapse of the bank. He had, 
said the prosecution,' siphoned 
some£L2bn (£750m) through a 
maze of offshore companies. 
Gokal said he was innocent 


By Kim Sengupta 

Gokal was in the dock 
yesterday as Lord Justice 
Rose, siding with Mr Justice 
Latham and Mr Justice Col- 
man, rqectedhis appeal during 
a 90-minute hearingin London. 

The former businessman 
was convicted by a jury of con- 
spiracy to defraud and con-, 
spiracy to account falser at the 
conclusion of a 122-daytrial at 
the Old Bailey costing £&5m. 


His sentence was the steepest 
of its kind to be handed out by 
a British court. 

The trial judge, Mr Justice 
Buxton, said Gokal’s actions 
had threatened the integrity of 
the entire international banking 
system. The judge added that 
Gokal was “an intelligent, so- 
phisticated and unscrupulous 
roan, who put the interests of * 
■ yourself and your family before 
all dse". 

As well as his 14-year sen- 


tence, Gokal was ordered to pay 
£2L9m out of his personal assets 
within two years, or face an- 
other three years in prison. 

Gokal’s counsel Alan Jones 
QC. submitted that Gokal's 
convictions on both counts 
were “unsafe". 

The main grounds centred 
on the areumstacces in which^ 
Gokal who was Arrested in 
Germany in 1994 was brought 
within this jurisdiction. 

. He damned that the indict- 


ment against him should have 
been “stayed as an abuse of the 
process of the court”. 

But the judges ruled yes- 
terday that this claim was “un- 
founded" and “without 
substance”. 

Gokal’s other grounds, in- 
cluding submissions tha t the 
evidence of BCCI depositors 
wa s wrtagty adnfitted and also 
that the trial judge’s summing 
up was unfair towards him, 
were also rejected. 


Lord Justice Rose, giving 
the ruling of the court, said that 
the prosecution case against 
Gokal of his dishonest partic- 
ipation in the two conspiracies 
was “overwhelming”. 

Itwas a highly-sophisticated 
fraud with “international con- 
sequences of great g r avity" 
and Gokal was “at its heart”, the 
judge said. 

The court further ruled that 
the total prison sentence given 
to Gokal was “correct”. 



Gokal: Stiffest sentence 
of its hind ruled ‘correct* 


Mink 

farmer 

admits 

cruelty 

BY KATE W’ATSON-SMYTH 


A MINK FARMER whose ani- 
mals were released by anti-fur 
activists, was yesterday fined 
after admitting a string of cru- 
elty charges and breaches of 
welfare regulations. 

Terence Smith was fined 
£5,000 and ordered to pay 
I £15,000 costs by magistrates at 
Lyndhurst in Hampshire. It Is 
the first time a British for fac- 
tory farmer has been prose- 
cuted for cruelty. 

Oba Nsugbe, for the prose- 
cution, told magistrates that 
members of the group Respect 
for Animals had carried out a 
three-month investigation into 
conditions at Crow HiU Top 
Fhrm near Burley in Hamp- 
shire, between September and 
November 1997, 

They passed their evidence, 
which included video footage 
and photographs, to the RSPt *A 
and the Ministry of Agriculture. 
Fisheries and Fbod who 
brought the case to court 

MrNsugbc said animal vel ■ 
fare officers from Hampshire 
County Council had been sent 
to tiie form which was very 
dilapidated. “Blocked drains 
were overflowing with mag- 
gots and faeces and on that 
occasion they did see o number 
of injured mink," he said 

The court heard that some 
of the animals were so badly 
hurt that bones were protrud- 
ing from infected wounds and 
others had to be put down. 

Last July a group of uniden- 
tified animal activists released 
6,000 of the farm’s mink into the 
wild, causing mass hysteria 
among the local population and 
fears of an ecological disaster. 

Robert Grey for the defence, 
said the problems had begun 
after the form was attacked. 
The damage to the cages 
meant the mmk could attack 
each other and it was impossi- 
ble to tell which family group 
they belonged to. 

Smith, who trades under the 
name of TT Smith (Mink) Ltd, 
refused to comment 

Lucy Clark, of the RSPCA. 
said the charity was pleased 
about the conviction but dis- 
appointed that Smith had not 
been banned from keeping 
mink in the future. 
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Brief whiff of reality amid a lot of mucky farm business 
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AGRICULTURE QUESTIONS are 
rarely thrilling. For the sketch 

Writer this particular par liamentary 

chore carries all the seductive al- 
lure of a pre-daws minting on a 
rainy winter's day, though obvi- 
ously without the mud on one's 
boots. Or the smelL Indeed, it is one 
of the peculiarities of this session 
that it is so detached from the 
physical facts of the countryside. 
Ministers talk of “transparent sup- 
port structures", they tut over “di- 
gressivity" and "CAP reform", they 
ponder the difficulties of “Com- 
mission infraction proceedings". 
But they hardly ever use a noun that 
still has earth attached to it There 


were re fe renc e s to "pork" at one 
point and a faint whiff of livestock 
briery penetrated the dolorous fra- 
grance of ring-binders and regis- 
tration dockets but the bureaucratic 
vapour soon dosed in again. The 
most bucotic moment was fee sight 
of Desmond Swayne charging into 
a supplementary about GM food 
with bis nostrils flaring wildly. All 
be needed was a ring through his 
nose and the impression of an en- 
raged bull would have been perfect 
The minister was away having 
been up all night trudging through 
the mire of Common Agricultural 
Policy reform. An agreement has 
apparently been conducted, which 


seems a good enough excuse fora 
lie-in, but naturally MPs are wary. 

Tomorrow they will hear the de- 
tails of this hard-won deal/ignoble 
capitulation (delete according to 
parly prejudices). The rest of os win 
have to wait for Phil Archer to have 
one of those clunkfly instructive 
chats with David before the full im- 
plications to sink in. In the mean- 
time, with Efliot Moriey standing in 
for his exhausted boss, we got the 
official headline: cheaper prices 
for consumers. Mr Moriey is a kind 
of combine harvester when it 
comes to parliamentary questions: 
they go in the front and out of the 
boom at the bade pours an even 


The Sketch 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


stream of reassurances and 
processed statistics. If you want 
something a little more human in 


manner more redolent of a quiet 

natter over a five-barred gate, you 

have to wait for Jeff Rookec He was 
positively hugger-mugger after a 
strong intervention from Ben Brad- 
shaw on behalf of small abattoir 
owners - apparently faced with 
massive increases in inspection 
costs. I have to choose my words 
carefully said Mr Rocker; “because 
of the lawyers and our friends 
across the water", but owners 
should wait to see what happened 
before panicking. He dkfaft quite lay 
his finger along his nose and wink 
but it wasn't far short Mr Bradshaw 
looked unconvinced. 

The minister was even less plau- 


sible on the Government’s repeat- 
ed that the experimental 


to “two football pitches” Hie foot- 
ball pftrh has dearly been chosen 
as a New Labour unit of measure- 
ment because it has the right de- 
motic ring and delivers a low 
number. Suggestions that the 
acreage be described as one and a 
third polo pitches were dismissed 
and it was felt paraphrasing the 
area as 105 croquet lawns might be 
alarming . Thevll have to think of 
somethingdse. because Tory back- 
benchers have rumbled that the 
number is so low only because it is 

winter and notiiing has been plant- 


ed yet In a few months, James Gray 

said, something more like 400 foot- 
ball pitches would be burgeoning 
with alien plant forms. Get ready for 
the golf course standard unit 
The front bench is not e x a ctly 
consistent on food prices either 
trapped between its double con- 
stituency of producers and con- 
sumers. The reform package was 
apparently good news because it 
would lower prices but Mr Roofer 
later noted that prices for British 
prak had been rising. “That’s a wel- 
come trend", he said, "and we will 
do all we canto promote it”. Vote 
Labour- and well put up the price 
of your Sunday roast 


Education 


cash ‘wasted 


on gimmicks’ 


GORDON BROWN'S failure to 
invest more money in education 
in Tuesday's Budget came 
under fire yesterday from all 
sides of the House 

David Willetts, the Conser- 
vative Education spokesman, 
led the attack, complaining that 
expenditure limits were ess- 
entially unchanged from those 
set previously. 

But the Secretary of State for 
Education, David Blunkett 
rebutted the claims, saying tow- 
income families could soon be 
able to buy computers at dis- 
count prices in a drive to bridge 
the gap between the “computer 
haves and have nots”. 

He added that the initiative 
was part of a £400m package 
announced in the Budget to 
encourage greater computer lit- 
eracy and a £20m scheme was 
being set up to provide sub- 
sidised loans for teachers tab qy 
computers. But during yes- 
terday's debate on Budget 
education spending, Mr Willetts 
said that the extra cash had 
already been outlined as part of 
the Comprehensive Spending 
Review in July 1998. 

The £2,000 “gift” for every 


EDUCATION 


by Sarah Schaeffer 
Political Reporter 


school to buy books were a 
“classic example", he said. The 
Government did not trust 
schools to operate their own 
budgets and instead was 
interestedonfymiundmg“gtoi- 
micks", he added. Some Labour 
backbenchers are worried it wiD 
be hard to persuade party 
members to support a lp cut in 
the basic rate of income tax 
rather than spend money on 
health and education. 

Don Fbstei; the liberal De- 
mocrat Education spokesman, 
said instead of cutting the basic 
rate of income tax to 22p, an 
investment in education would 
have a “direct impact on 
educational standards” 
because of the link between 
poor education and poverty 

Mr Blunkett insisted there 
was a “crucial flaw" in this 
argument because the money 
was not part of a £l9bn sum 
given to education tost summer 
“On top of that the Treasury 
have allocated an additional 
£5 61 m this week.” he said. 


Mr Fbster said his party 
welcomed extra money for 
books but suggested schools 
should have been allowed to 
decide how to spend the extra 
money themselves. He claimed 
helping teachers to obtain lap- 
top computers would mean 
on}y a 4 per cent increase in the 
numbers with access to laptops, 
from 23 per cent 

Ian Pearson, the Labour MP 
for Dudley South expressed 
concern that road hauliers 
would suffer from the increased 
duty on fueL In five to 10 years 
time, people would wonder why 
more money was not invested 
in cleaner fuel technology 
“rather than penalising our 
road haulage industry”, he said. 

Mr Pearson said: “We are 
spending £6.ibn as a Govern- 
ment on research and devel- 
opment-less Quin 2.5 per cent 
of that is going to the experi- 
mental development gap. 

“Tf we are going to get bet- 
ter at turning inventions into in- 
novations and commercially 
exploiting than, then we have 
. really gqt to look at .the main 
. fending streams in Britain,” Mr 
Pearson added. 



Tories 

condemn 

Budget 

leaflet 



FINANCE 


By Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 


Hie Deputy Prime Minister; John Prescott w w 

His visit to India, with a delegation of businessmen, aims to improve trade with IndiaT 


Sebastian iySouza, 


Where do you look for the 
leading digital cordless phones? 

The BT shop. Where else. 





Samsung SPR5100 

digital cordless phone 

wns98dl» 


BT Synergy lOOO 

digital coidiese phone 
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Now 

£89l99 


Save 

£10 
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ftftft 

• Oft 

• • f 

t \ 


* 


AJL.. 


Binatone Eurotel 1500 

digital confksss phono 
Instore Price £09.99 

Voucher Price 

£79.99 


Save 

£10 



Now 

£99.99 


Save 

£30 



Voucher Price Savings 

Simply take this advertisement 
into The lil shop to claim 
the savings. 







NEW 

PRODUCT 



BT Diverse 2015 

cSgitaJ corcfless phone 
with answering machine 

£19995 

Now £179.99 


Save £20 


Philips Onis 6411 

digital cordless phono 
with answering machine 

£129.99 


BT Synergy 1500 

digital oonfltns phone with 
answerfrg machine 


£149.99 
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DIGITAL CORDLESS 
PHONE TECHNOLOGY 


• Improved clarity 

• Improved range 


Expandability with 
additional handsets 


Call in for prices you can trust 

For your nearest store call freefone 0800 400 004 


Thei?rshop 

communication experts 



•Your BT shop till receipt is required and the product must be complete ana bared. For ya *■ further peace ot mum an our products with a 12 month guarantee. 

Your sratmery rights are rot affected. t*bu must finng back your BT shop receipt within 14 days with details of the other realtor's price. The other retailer's 

price must be ter a new predwa enmedaely avaflabte at Ml pnee ai the store. This BT shop rotund policy applies to aB products except telephone sres and gyfc 


associated services All Trademarks recogneed. All offers end 1 6.3.99 


Push-button voting 
on trial next year 


PARLIAMENTS FINANCIAL 
watchdog has beat called cm to 
investigate claims that the 
Government wasted taxpay- 
ers’ money on misleading “pro- 
paganda” about the Budget 

The Ibries lodged a formal 
complaint with Sr John Bourn, 
the Comptroller and Auditor 
General, about more than a 
million leaflets issued by the 
Iteasuxy summarising the tax 
changes. 

The Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, had wanted to send 
the leaflets to every one of 
Britahfs 24 mfllion households, 
but decided to issue just 
1.25 million to Post Offices, 
libraries and universities after 
Ikeasmy officials objected 

But Francis Maude, the 
Shadow Chancellor said that 
the leaflet was still a misuse of 
money because it gave a biased 
and inaccurate picture of the 
Budget 

In a letter to Sir John, who 
heads foe National Audit Office, 
Mr Maude said that the leaflet 
omitted key measures that 
were likely to prove unpopular 
such as hi gh er stamp duty ftiei 
taxes and alterations to na- 
tional insurance contributions 
for the self-employed 

Information about the netf 
children’s tax credit did not 
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ELECTORAL REFORM 


By Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


ELECTRONIC VOTING could 
be introduced to Britain for 
the first time next year under 
radical plans announced by the 
Government yesterday to 
speed up election results. 

Traditional pencil and ballot 
paper voting could be replaced 
by European-style comput- 
erised booths that allow elec- 
tors to cast their vote at the 
touch of a button The new 
system is set to be tested in the 
elections for London’s Mayor 
and Assembly in May next 
yean Nick Raynsford, the Min- 
ister for Loudon, announced in 
the House of Commons. 

Mr Raynsford told MPs that- 
he was looking into the possi- 
bility of using new systems to 
improve the efficiency of the 
voting process. In a written 
Parliamentary reply Mr Rayns- 
fbrd revealed that the Depart- 
ment of the Environment, 



Mr Raynsford: Aiming to 
improve efficiency 


Transport and the Regions had 
yesterday invited tenders for 
the work in the lenders Elec- 
tronic Doily publication. 

“This would enable votes in 
the first Greater London 
Authority elections to be elec- 
tronically recorded and 
counted The new authority 
will be modern, streamlined 
and efficient and we should 
work towards a voting system 
to match,” Mr Raynsford said 


The London elections wifl be 
more complex than normal 
polls, with voters faring a pro- 
portional system for mayor; 
single-member constituency 
assembly members and top-up 
assembly members. 

As well as computer keypad 
voting booths, fee Government 
is also considering introducing 
electronic counting machines to 
replace fee current method of 
counting by hand Both tech- 
niques are aimed at removing 
completely the need for re- 
counts that often delay results 
in m a rg i n al seats for hours, ff 
the measures wort for London, 
they could be introduced to 
national elections. 

However; Mr Raynsford 
stressed that no changes would 
be introduced unless they were 
rigorously tested first “Ourpri- 
ority is to run a successful 
election on 4 May 2000 so we 
will be looking at sys tems 
which have proved extremely 
reliable in national or regional 
elections elsewhere,” he said 


ctuiarens rax credit <na not . 
say that it would be tapered for 
higher-rate taxpayers: Other T 
parts of the leaflet contrasted v . 
fee high interest rates of fee ■ } 
Tories administration with ‘V 
today’s levels. . 

Mr Maude said fee leaflets . j 
should be independently scru- 4 - 
tinised by Parliament “Gordon s- 
Brown’s leaflet takes Budget rjj : ; . 
mis-selling to new levels of de- V 
ception. It is littered wife party 
political propaganda, omissions -Sc- - 
and irrelevandes,” be said . 3 . 

“After fee Chancellor’s '.T.l 
‘stealth Budget, the British I. 
are being bombarded wife the f 
stealth leaflet It purports to be £ 
a factual summary of fee Bud- * 
get from Her Majesty’s Tbea- = f 
siny but in tnife it is a disgrace . - 
to fee traditions of impartiali- 
ty of the Civil Service.” 

Mr Maude also called on Sir 
Andrew TtirnbuD, fee perma- 




■ 


vbr, 
























to investigate “this flagrant'. 

abuse of taxpayers’ money". 

The Ibries yesterday also 
daimed feat fee Budget would - 
hit pe n s i on er couples hard with' ., 
its scrapping of the married 
couples allowance (MCA), 
tem Duncan Smith, the Tbry 
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(hat the Chancellor had ftnwr 
to publicise fee feet that all pen-, 
si oners from next year would 
lose the MCA. 
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Plea over bank 
account scam 


the house 


DENNIS SKINNER, Labour 
MP for Bolsoven urged the 


Government to “sort out” a 


loophole allowing crooks to 
move cash from someone 
eise’s bank account He 
said a television inquiry 
had shown how easy it was 
to siphon money from 
accounts using fee holder's 
name and account number. 



Odd couple 

NICHOLAS SOAMES, former 
Tbry armed forces minister, 
joined Tam Dalyell, Labour 
MP for Linlithgow, in 
criticising continued air 
strikes against Iraq without 
the authority of Parliament. 


Commission to have the 
right to advise not only fee 
Government but also its 
agencies an fee practical 
application of any law. 


Gut reaction 


Peer pressure 

THE GOVERNMENT lost in 
the Lords as peers, during 
the detailed report stage of 
the Disability Rights 
Commission Bill, backed a 
Tory demand for the new 
Disability Rights 


THE COMMONS suffered an 
upset when Lucy. David 
Blunketfs guidedog, was 
sick on the carpet near the 
government frontbench 
during a speech by his 
opposition shadow, David 
Willetts. Liberal Democrat 
education spokesman Don 
Foster later referred to 
Lucy's behaviour in his 
contribution to the debate, 
saying he often felt a 
“sense of nausea" when Mr 
Willetts spoke. Mr Blunkett 
said Lucy was “fine". 


Cost of logo 
‘only £26,000’ 

A CONTROVERSIAL new 
logo for fee Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport, 
described by critics as a 
mere “blob” will cost 
£26,000 rather than £79,000, 
as originally reported, the 
Secretary of State, Chris 
Smith said yesterday. 


Questions 

and 




Answers 


Two weeks off 

the LEADER of the House 

of Commons, Margaret 
Beckett announced that the 
Commons will rise on 
Wednesday, 31 March for 
the Easter break, returning 
on Tuesday 13 ApriL The 
Lords rises on fee same 
day but returns a day 
earlier on Monday 32 ApriL 


Lockerbie bombing 
suspects, fee Secretaiy of 
State for Scotland, Donald 
Dewar disclosed. Two 
hundred and seventy 
people were killed as a 
result of the 3988 bombing 
of a Pan Am jumbo jet ’ 
which crashed on to fee . 

market town of Lockerbie. 


, L 
1 




Lockerbie cost 


AN EXTRA £lm is being 
allocated for Scottish law 
and order, mainly to cover 
costs connected wife 
hoUfing a trial in the 
Netherlands of the 


Today’s Agenda 

Commons: 9.20am 
Backbench Business; 

■ Mental Health 
(Amendment! (Sco tlan d? 
Bill, 

■ Bus Riel Duly 
(Exemptions) Bill, second . 
reading 

■ Short debate on 
administration of s ubsi dy 
payments to formers, 

Lords: Not sitting. 
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Sainsbury to head biotech team 
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Lord Sainsbaxy has insgorSn- 


rpi d ■ hi m m «wuwwuwuiju«i«a|ui JU- 

. jy.yyllCC mi n is ter win terests in mmnaffii^ jgnetm- 
representatives of mg the technology for GM 
food ana medical bfotechaolo- foods. These interest are now 
gy companies, whose names in a blind trust »™* he has 
have notyet been made public, promised not to get invoked in 
The initiative aims to boost policy-makingon GM food. But 


he has already been criticised 
for leading a biotechnology 
trade mission to Korea and for 
sitting on a cabinet sub-com- 
mittee dealing with the issue. 

News of the initiative drew 
an angry reaction from envi- 
ronmental campaigners, in- 
ducting the liberal Democrat 
Norman Baker, MP for Lewes. 

- Mr Baker said that the Gov- 


tbat Lord Sainsbury wou l d not 


be involved in decisions or dis- 
cussions on the subject. “Either 
he is involved and we have 
been Bed to, or he is a lame 
duck diwirman because he 
catfttalkabout these things. He 
should be replaced, 7 ’ he said. 

A spokeswoman for the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try said that the group would 
only deal “veiyremotejy” with 

GM food issues. “The policy is- 
sues here are about promoting 


industry within the duster 
arrangement It isnt about pro- 
moting GM foods," she said 
Hie group is to visit Cam- 
bridge, Oxford, Scotland and 
two US-based biotechnology 
dusters. It wifl also bold brain- 
stonningmeetings with indus- 
try planning authorities, 
science park managers and 
universities. Officials from the 
Department of Trade and tor 
dustry will make information- 


gathering visits, and the team 

will publish a report 
Among the companies in the 
Cambridge biotechnology dus- 
ter is Axis Genetics, which is de- 
veloping vaccines from plants. 
Its chief executive, lain Cubitt, 
sat on foe board of the Sainsbury 
Laboratory which is financed by 
the Science minister’s charity; 
the Gatsby foundation. 

Other firms that could be in- 
volved include Plant Breeding 


Internationa] in Cambridge, 
which runs a number of test 
sites for GM crops, and the 
Scottish Crop Research Insti- 
tute in Dundee. 

The Sdence minister has 
been looking increasingly em- 
battled as revelations about 
his rote appear to contradict his 
statements on the issue. Lord 
Sainsbury, whose sharehold- 
ing in the supermarket is in a 
blind trust, has also taken 
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SONIA Rykiel, the godmoftier By REBECCA Lowthokpe 
of French fashion, showed her in Paris 

Antumn^^tCT 2000 collection 

in Pans' yesterday. Rykiel Rykiel’s clothes are pre- 
opened her first boutique in dominantly Mach; they are also 
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the year of the student uprising. 
Even today, she prides herself 
for having dressed that 
revolution, introducing easy, 
unstractared dothes that were 
sinuous and sexy and qumtes- 
sentiaDy French. 

Her basic signature has 
changed little once then, and 
her flagship store remains a 
landmar k on the fashionable 
boulevard Saint-Germain, only 
a stone's throw away from the 
original boutique^ 

Although her hallmar k style 
,'fllnrt changed, her gift is to up- 
date it every season, so it is al- 
ways fresh and of the moment 
Yesterday’s show was 
particularly fine. She updated 
ho* great knitwear with Mon- 
golian lamb collars that kissed 
the models faces as they 
sashayed down the runway. 
Indeed, lips featured through- 
out the collection - in a typical 
witty twist diamante lipstick 
prints were appliqudd onto 
skinny sweaters -and even ap- 
peared in the form of a bmnbag. 


around, she introduced more 
vivid colour to her collection; 
flashes of magenta, purple and 
orange lifted the proceedings, 
best seen gracing metafile 
spike-heeled boots/ 

Fbr w m win g, Hi» TrtfU* hlarir 

dress came out in afi its guises 
and to suit all shapes and snes 
cfwranen- Rykiel is a mistress 
of this particular craft In 
devor6 or matt crepe jersey 
they were slashed to the navel, 
split to the thigh and either 
super-sexy or the height of 
Parisian elegance. 

When the designer appeared 
at tiie end of her show, flanked 
by models, she reached out to 
her audience like the queen of . 
France. She is extraordinary. . 
Aged almost 70 and still a 
working mother; her hair is as 
flame-red as it ever was, her 
m»h> up as dramatic, and her 
clothes as desirable. She is 
perhaps the best advertise- 
ment of them of afl. 

Is the Bupermodel era over? 

Review, page 8 



Models at Thierry Mugler's 1999/2000 Antmnn/Winter show yesterday wearing headdresses in velvet and satin, left, and lace Reuters 


charge of anoth er government 
consultation to which the issue 
oTGM food and crops is central. 

Hie Government has asked 
the pollsters Mori to run a se- 
ries of focus groups to canvas 
public opinion on GM crops, ge- 
netic testing and ckming. 

Lord Sainsbury chaired a 
conference on the consultation 
in December and took part in 
a discussion on it in a cabinet 
committee earlier this month. 


Child 

death 

inquiry 

reopens 

by Chris Hamilton 


THE BOUY of one of two “Babes 
in the Wood” children who died 
29 years ago has been exhumed 
by detectives thought to be in- 
vestigating paedophile in- 
volvement in their deaths. 

Susan Blatchford. 11, van- 
ished with her 12-vear-old 
school friend Gary Hanlon from 
their homes at Enfield, north 
London, in March 1970. Their 
bodies were found in a local 
copse il weeks later. 

The cause of their deaths 
was never established, but po- 
lice and the parents are con- 
vinced they were murdered 

The case was re-opened in 
1984, after newspaper cuttings 
and photographs of young girls 
thought to be the victims of sex 
attacks were found at a house 
in the Home Counties, and 
again in 1996. Scotland Yard 
said yesterday that officers had 
dug up Susan’s body fro™ St 
James's Church in Enfield last 
-week “in connection with a 
murder inquiry in 1970". A 
spokeswoman added: “Hiere 
was a forensic examination. 
No arrests have been made." 

Susan's mother Muriel 
Blatchford, now 78, was said to 
be “absolutely devastated” at 
the exhumation. 
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Council tax rises 


‘twice inflation’ 


by Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


THE GOVERNMENT was ac- 
cused of taxing Britain “by 
stealth 1 ' yesterday when a new 
survey claimed that council 
taxes across the country would 
rise by more than twice the rate 
of inflation. 

The Tories attempted to take 
the shine off the Budget an- 
nounced by Gordon Brown, the 
Chancellor, on Tuesday by seiz- 
ing on a report which found that 
councils in England and Wales 
were about to put up bills by 
6.9 per cent. 

The Chartered Institute of 
Public Finance and Accoun- 
tants iCIPFA) found that an av- 
erage band D home would face 
the rise when tails for 1999-2000 
drop through letterboxes next 
month. 

The survey found wide vari- 
ations around the country, with 
Liverpool the mast expensive at 
£1.171 for an average home 
and Westminster the cheapest 
at £350. 

Following a survey of 92 per 
cent of all authorities, the 
CIPFA found that minions of av- 
erage households would be 
paying an extra £51 a year. 
However, the average figures 
hide some huge differences be- 
tween individual authorities 
which have been caused by 
historical levels of cuts and 
grant aid. 


1999-2000 PREDICTIONS 

Average Band D Tut for Homes north between 

1 £68,000 to £88,000, by local authority 


Most expensive IQ 

Least expensive 10 

Liverpool 

£1.171 

Kensington and Chelsea £580 

Redcar and Cleveland 

£1.032 

Cardiff 

£572 

North Lincolnshire 

£997 

Torfaen 

£583 

Bristol 

£992 

Powys 

£551 

Manchester 

£987 

Pembrokeshire 

£542 

Salford 

£980 

Corp of London 

£536 

Hartlepool 

£978 

Vale of Glamorgan 

£532 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

£977 

Newport 

£530 

Wlrral 

£977 

Wandsworth 

£373 

Knowsley 

£970 

Westminster 

350 


The largest increase in real 
terms will be in South Cam- 
bridgeshire, where household- 
ers face a rise of £106, or 17 per 
cent, on average. By contrast, 
Hackney Islington, Greenwich 
and even Liverpool wfll have 
h ills frozen. Councils that 
their budgets wfil have to go up 
by an average of 5.3 per cent, 
but a smaller rise in govern- 
ment grant will necessitate 
more money being made up by 
local taxpayers. 

Richard Ottaway the Tory 
spokesman on local govern- 
ment, said that rural areas 
would be hardest hit because 
the funding formula had been 
“fiddled” to shift funds from 
Tory areas to urban Labour 
heartlands. 

“These latest figures show 
that the Government is impos- 
ing yet another stealth tax on 
hard-working people. Council 


taxes on ordinary families are 

more than £100 a year higher 

than when Labour came to 
power - a stealth tax of £2 a 
week," he said. 

“John Prescott {Secretary of 
State for the Environment, 
Transport and the Regions] 
likes to pretend that this year's 
settlement was the most gen- 
erous even But he hasn't given 
councils enough money to fond 
the raft of expensive promises 
which Labour made. Now the 
British people have to pick up 

tbebflL" 

However; Mr Prescott said 
that s imilar predictions about 
council tax rises last year had 
not come true. Bills had been 
forecast to go up by 11 or 12 per 
cent, but turned out to be some- 
thing over 8 per cent, he said. 

Councils had received their 
biggest funding increase ever 
for the coming year; including 


record money for education, he 
said “People are now predict- 
ing council tax rises. I don't get 
the information from councils 
until the 17th {of March]. I 
must wait for the information. 
Until councils come to their de- 
cisions, you can’t make the as- 
sessment,” he told BBC Radio 
4’s Jbday programme. 

Mr Prescott has warned dial 

boroughs which push up bills by 
more than 4.5 per cent will 
face budget capping, but he will 
not apfdy “crude and umversaT 
caps as the previous govern- 
ment did. 

The Liberal Democrat local 
government spokesman, Paul 
Burstow said councils faced a 
“serious shortfall” in their bud- 
gets which they would have to 
make up to ensure that educa- 
tion and social services were 
property funded. 

“Once again, the Govern- 
ment have used spin and false 
accounting to hide a Treasury- 
led attack on our public ser- 
vices, leaving council bosses to I 
take the blame for Gordon 
Brown’s spending decisions. ” 

The worst hit areas wfil be 
in East Anglia, where bills will I 
go up by 9.6 per cent, Wales 
(14-8 per cent), the West Mid- 
lands (9.1 per emit) and the 
South-east (8.8 per cent). 

The lowest rises wiQ be in the 
North and North-west, both of 
which will see taxes go up by 
72 per cent. 
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Tom Martin, former principal bassist with the London Symphony Orchestra, trying out a Domenico Montagnana 
doable bass, made around 1747, which is expected to fetch up to £350,000 at Sotheby’s on Tuesday Tam PUston 
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KEVIN MAXWELL, son of the 
disgraced mafia tycoon Robert 
Maxwell, was yesterday 
cleared of allegations of con- 
tempt of court over his refusal 
to be interrogated Icy inspectors 
investigating the Mirror Group. 

The decision, by a High 
Courtjudge, represents a con- 
siderable victory for Mr Max- 
well after an eight-year saga of 
ongoing inquiries. 

Mr Maxwell had argued that 
because he had been refused 
legal aid to appoint a solicitor 
while being questioned, be had 
no duty to agree to meet the in- 
vestigators. As a result of this 
he was charged wife contempt 

While yesterday’s decision 
wifi not Mr Maxwell away 

from the investigators, it means 
they wfll have to inform him of 
their questions in advance and 
abide by other formalities. 

Yesterday Vice-Chancellor 
..Sir Richard Scott said that the 


BY Andrew Buncombe 


potential burden the question- 
ing could place on Mr Maxwell 
was “at risk of going beyond 
that which an unrepresented 
individual can reasonably be 
required to accept”. Sir Richard 
said the inspectors -appointed 
by the Department of TTade and 

Industry - should keep their 
questions to a minimum and tdfi 
Mr Maxwell in advance what 
they wanted to ask him about 
If this was done, Mr Maxwell 
would have no farther excuse 
for refusing to answer 
Later; Mr Maxwell, eldest 
son of the foraier owner of 
Mirror Group Newspapers, 
emerged from court saying he 
thought the decision was a vic- 
tory for common sense. “Unless 
they change their procedures, 
there is no obligation on me to 
answer questions," he said. “I 
have always said I would an- 


swer if they created a set of fair 
procedures and a fair regime. 

Now the court has decided to 
protect me as an individual." 

Two inspectors, Sir Roger 
Thomas and Raymond Turner, 
were appointed by the DTI in 
June 1992 to investigate the 
affairs of MGN, with particular 
regard to the £500m flotation of 
the company in 1991. 

The investigation was sus- 
pended when Mr Maxwell and 
others stood trial on charges 
brought fay the Serious Fraud 
Office over his father's business . 

dealings. It resumed after he 
was acquitted on all counts. 

A spokesman for the DTI 
said after yesterday’s ruling 
that it was now hoping for a 
speedy conclusion to the in- 
vestigation “We are hopeful 
that this decision will have bro- 
ken the impasse and that the 
inspectors wifi now be able to 
question Mr Maxwell" he said. 
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Race begins 
to make first 


Big Earners in Nappies 



rjiM# UMl a IfcihH'iuco .Mnntaftfc 
Mfthrht *v on Ty^TJ? 


the FIRST bandwagon of the 
new mille nnium is already 
starting to look crowded thanta 
to newspapers, radio stations 
and television channels jump- 
starting the race for the first 

British bahy of 2000. 

Next week sees the start of 
a conception countdown. If eou- 
pies conceive between 17 March 
and the end of April they have 
the best chance of bringing in 
the new year with a new baby. 

7b exploit the hype and get 
jgouples in the mood, Classic 
wM radio station plans an 
evening erf “smooth classics* on 
20 March. And on 10 April, ITV 
will devote an entire evening of 
programmes to the subject of 
sex and conception. 

The BBC is planning a 2b- 
morroiete Wcaid special in April 
which wiQ forecast the future 
lives of those born next yean 
And later in the year both the 
BBC and nv will be looking for 
expectant couples and single 
mothers who have a l January 
due date to foDow through their 
pregnancy. 

“A lot of people are looking 
for the next SeuenrUp,’’ said a 
BBC insider; referring to the 
long-running Michael Apted 


By Paul MCCAnn 
Media Editor 

documentary series that, has 
followed a generation of chil- 
dren since 1964. “Babies we can 
go back to and follow through- 
out their fives from their birth 
atthestartofthe miTlenninm * 
ITV is wiling its series 
B»thmce2000macknowledge- 
ment that there is Ekefy to be a 
winner from aDtbe bedroom ac- 
tivity taking place over the next 
sa weeks, for the first bom wffi 
be the recipient of media inter- 
est and, of course, money 
"The first baby will be set up 
for life,” said the celebrity pub- 
licist Max CEfford- Tbe news- 
papers and magazines are 
already interested in. it and if 
you manage it correcfiy the- 
family could get themselves a 
new house, a house filled with 
sponsors’ free gifts and a great 
(teal of money over a long pe- 
riod of bmp You could sell the 
family’s story and photographs 


and have follow-up documen- 
taries every yean In the first 
yean the money could range 
from £200,000 to flm." 

Piers Morgan, editor of The 
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THE LACT time you visited the 
dentist ifid you ^comfortable 
in the chair? You should have' 
-it is designed to be more like 
a bed. But the last timeyou ate 
in a fast-food outlet, you were 
rSjbably not able to sit on the 
Chairs for more than, a few 
minutes without finding your- 
self sliding oft That is no sur- 
prise: uncomfortable chairs 
mean a faster turnover for 
such organisations. 

Such' subtle elements of de- 
sign - the “ergonomics” of prod- 
ucts - are the focus of a new 
exhibition that starts today, the 
beginning of Science week, in 
the Science Museum in London. 

Yet although the importance 
of ergonomics has become in- 
creasingly recognised in the 
past 50 years, many products 
are still marketed without pos- 
ing essential questions about 
their final use, said Tbm Stew- 
art, manag in g director of Sys- . 
tem Concepts, a Loudon-based 
ergonomics consultancy. 

£ “The classic one is the video 
recorder" he said. “The prob- 
lem is that it is trying to 
squeeze too much functionali- 
ty into too small a space on the 
remote control, so it ends up 
impossible to use. 

“It's the same thing with 
washing machines that have 25 
programmes - in fact, after 
three months you will find you 
only use three or fooc But when 


BY CHARLES ARTHUR 
Technology' Editor 

buying, we i^av$ a tendency fi> 
think that, more must be better.” 

Although the term “er- 
gonomics" was coined in 1857, 
when it appeared in a Rrfish 
newspaper ilwas mostly appSed 
to people at work until the Sec- 
ond Wbrid War. Then designers 
‘became interested in aircraft 

mriipf design, after which their 
expertise was applied in a wide 

range of other fields. 

It is now 50 years since the 
United Kingdom’s Ergonomics 
Society which is a co-sponsor of 
tiie new exhibition, was formed. 
Even so^ Mr Stewart said, com- 
panies stitt ignore the lessons of 
ergonomics in product design. 

The exhibition will feature 
interactive exhibits such as the 
British Standard Dog (whose 
measurements are used for 
designing objects which wSl 
affect dogs) and a buttock mear 
surer; which lets visitors see 
how their nether ends compare 
to industry standards. 

Mr Stewart was due to at- 
tend the opening but instead 
will be watching milkmen at 

work as part of a project which 
could redesign the traditional 
miUcflo at What lessons has he 
learnt from it so far? “First, itte 
different in different cities but 
they an work at night,” he said, 
“and secondly it’s bloody cold. 1 * 


BETTER BY DESIGN? 


On average, two baby buggies are bought for every 
baby bom In the United Kingdom - because the first - 
one often does not suit the new parents' needs for 
storage, carriage and ease of use. 

RSI, or Repetitive Strain Injury, became an 
important topic among computer operators in the 
Eighties. But a similar condition was recognised in 
$702 among scribes copying manuscripts. . 

Flowerpots can be more hazardous than wheelbarrows. 
In 1996, 1 59 people were admitted to hospital 

following flowerpot-related accidents; but only 77 
following accidents involving wheelbarrows, according 
to a government survey. 

Most mobile phones have far more technological 
capability than they are used for four out of five 
people only use them to dial numbers by hand. ■ ■ 

The term ergonomics was coined In 1857, when it 
appeared in a Polish newspaper. Nowadays It is also 
called “human factors design”. 
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Mirror , agrees that the first 
baby's story will be attractive 
tonewspapers: “It win be mas- 
sive. Ifs Ska the best name drop 
in history to be able to say 7 was 
the first person born this mfl- 
lerminm’. I honestly think the 
family could make dm easily." 

But as usual the combinat ion 
of money and media is not 
trouble-free. “The first story will 
be the row over which baby is 
actually the first, "Mr Morgan 
said. “If you ran find a surgeon 
to give you an elective Cae- 
sarean on the stroke of mid- 
night it could all get horribly 
distasteful and well all run 



and rows about who was doing 


the timing and an sorts of sin- 
ister methods.” 

The Royal College of Obste- 
tricians said yesterday it would 
be advising doctors againrt per- 


forming Caesareans at ni ght 
“There are common-sense 
groumte as weU as ethical prob- 
lems. Elective Caesareans are 
most successful when per- 


fonned during ordinary winking 
hours,” said Professor James 
Drife of the college. “There 
would be staffing problems at 
midnight and even some con- 


cerns about the ^ect of the mfl- 
feanhnn bug on equipment. We 
would definitely discourage iL" 
The media might be en- 
couraging a new-year baby- 


boom, but no amount of sexy 
music or money can guanuiUe 
a winner. Only 5 per cent uf 
mothers give birth on their 
due date. 
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Hillary walks out on Bill! Perhaps.. . 


WHO SAID it was all ovct? Pres- 
ident Bill fjKntftg may have 
survived his impeachment or- 
deal, and Monica Lewinsky 
may have left for England - if 
only temporarily - but wait 
HlUary Clinton has decided 
enough is enough with all this 
infidelity and is ready to leave 
'\Prerident ...perhaps. 
vEor a brief moment yester- 
day it seemed as if the big puz- 
zle of the First Couple's 
marriage had been resolved. 


BY DAVID USBOHNE 
in Newport: 

One tabloid newspaper; one 
television cable channel and 
(me well-known Internet sleuth 
were aU reporting it the First 
Lady had finally read the riot 
act to her husband. She could 
not stand being with him. 

The details were compelling. 
Remember how last week the 
Clintons returned from a siding 
weekend in Utah a day early? 


That was because of a huge 
row that ended with Mrs Clin- 
ton storming out of their 

Vacation nwnn’nrinffatinn jjg. 

mwTHting that her staff pack 
her bags. 

And remember the excuse 
given for her deciding not to ac- 
company her husband this week 
to Central America - the back 
strain toat was exacerbated fcy 
skiing? Baloney The truth now: 
JEEDaiy Clinton had at last done 
what most wives would have 


done aeons ago: she had blown 
her stack. 

‘mJABy, grrfaimpri tiw 

front page of yesterday's New 
Ibrft Postneww papec'niebust- 
it informed readers, was pre- 
cipitated by the post-Monica 
claims from Juanita Broad- 
drick An Arkansas business- 
woman, she says she was raped 
21 years ago in Arkansas by toe 
then attorney-general Clinton. 

The Post offered this quote, 
direct from toe First Ladty; “1 


don’t want to be in the same 
room with him, let aiose the 
same bed”. It then attributed 
toe quote to a “TV ne w s r e p ort” . 
Nobody yesterday could sensi- 
bly judge the veracity of the 
-Story. The White House rub- 
bished it, but possfoly it fa true. 

However; there were rea- 
sons why no other news or- 


information 

There was not any. The televi- 
sion news report said that those 


explosive words frixn toe bps of 
Mre Chntmihadmfact been re- 
layed by “sources xdose" to h«: 

The television station in 
question, meanwhile, turned 
out to be fbxNews Channel, the 
fledgj^dkiews-alkjftoe^me 
eo^avourlaundiedbyfiupext 
Munioch, who happens to own 
the New H*fcR»fc The Internet 
sleuto is Matt Drudge, who also 
offers a version of toe story on 
bis now infamous web page. And 
where does Mr Drudge appear 


regularly as a commentator? 
The Fox News ChamieL 
Behtod this story is a forious 
baffle between toe' three 24- 
hour news channels, Eta, 
MSNBC - owned by NBC Mi- 
crosoft- and CNN. AH have seen 
their ratings hosetove since toe 
end of Monicagate and the im- 
peachment trial fbx* however; 
is seen by some ashest placed 
to regam ifa footing and for one 
reason -ttfeunabasb^ con- 
servative and anti-Caintflru 


Just tods week, Ebx unveiled 
a $4m {£L5m) promotion. On 
Mqnda^ meanwhile, it received 

news. Fbr toe first 

time, it had overtaken MSNBC 

in toe dafly viewership figures. 

ffftasees&e chance to slip past 

its rival in the battle for house- 
holds, whatbetter story than this 
togiveitaturfao^boost? And who 
can provetoem wrong? ''Hillary 
and Bfll Deeply in Love Again” 
Now that would be a story. 
Deborah Orr, Review, page 5 


Pope discusses 
morality with 
Iranian leader 


MOHAMMAD KHATAMI, the 
v Iranian President, capped a 
' ground-breaking visit to Europe 
yesterday with a private audi- 
ence with the Pope. 

The two leaders, dad in op- 
posing black and cream robes, 
met for half an hour in the pon- 
tiff’s private studio. A Vatican 
statement described the talks 
as an ‘important and promis- 
ing" contrfoution to dialogue be- 
tween Christianity and Islam 
President Khatami a polit- 
ically moderate Shia Muslim, 
told the Pope he hoped for toe 
victory of monotheism, ethics 
and morality He later met the 
Vatican Secretary of State, An- 
gelo Sodano, who raised the 
issue of human rights in Iran. 
The Vatican said the two men 
also discussed the situation of 
/ Chris tians and Mus lims in the 
Middle East as a whole. Mr 
Khatami is also leader of the 
55-nation Organisation of the Is- 
lamic Conference. 

During yesterday's un- 
precedented meeting about a 

hundred Ir anian dissidents 

staged a noisy protest in a 
street near St Peter’s, chanti- 
ng “ Khatami, terrorist”.' De- 
spite security precautions, 
protesters managed to hurl an 
egg filled with red paint at the 
car in which President Khate- 
mi was travelling. 

At the end ofhis visit to the 
Vatican, Mr Khatami present- 
ed his host with a silk wall-hang- 
ing, a book of Islamic verse and 


By Frances Kennedy 
in Rome 

six videos of a popular Iranian 
television series which de- 
scribed the tribulations of 
Christians persecuted by the 
Romans in what is now Iran. 

The Pope, who, aides say, 
hardly ever watches television, 
gave Mr Khatami a bronze re- 
lief depicting toe apostles Peter 
and PauL 

Mr Khatami used his visit to 
appeal to Western nations to 
treat Iran as an international 

wpial and In itigpal Us hnagp 

an intolerant country sympa- 
thetic to anti-Western terr o r ists . 

He is also seeking support 
for Iran’s lagging economy and 
signed accords with Italy cov- 
ering co-operation, foreign in- 
vestment and the fight against 
the drugs trade. The Presi- 
dent held talks with business 
leaders, including the head of 
Italy’s energy giant, ENl which 
recently signed a big oil deal 
with Tehran. 

His broader goals struck an 
obvious chord with the Pope, 
who wants to promote greater 
collaboration between the great 
monotheistic taiths. 

Italy’s Foreign Minister, 
Lamberto Dim, who is seeking 
a strategic bridging role for 
Italy, said that the visit had been 
“an exceptionally important 
step in relations not only be- 
tween Iran and Italy but Iran 
and Europe”. 



its former foes 


The Pope with Iran's PnesidMit, Mohammad Khatami, m Rome yesterday 


THE LATEST chapter in the 
undoing of the Cold War is to be 
enacted todsyin Independence, 
Missouri at the Harry Tru- 
man memorial library. 

Foreign ministers of the 
three new members of the . 
North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
sation - the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland - will 
deposit documents ratifying 
their countries’ acceptance of 
the treaty terms with the US 
Secretary of State, Madeleine 
Albright. It will mark their for- 
mal accession to the alliance — 
and their protection under the . 
mutual, security clause they 
so coveted during toe 40-year 
stand-off between East and 
West 

The key section of the treaty 
-Article 5 - says “an armed at- 
tack against (me or more of 
them in Europe or North Amer- 
ica shall be considered an at- 
tack against them afi”. 

The State Department says 
the article comes into force 
the moment the foreign minis- 
ters hand over their countries’ 
instruments of ratification, 
even Unmigh foil military inte- 
gration will takff years. 

The documents themselves 
will ultimately be deposited in 
the National Archive in Wash- 
ington. 

The choice of Independence 
and the Tkuman Library as the 
venue for the formal acces- 
sion of the first post-Cdd War 
' Nato members was the per- 
sonal wish of Ms Albright Tru- 


By M ar y Dejevsky 
to Independence, Missouri 

man was president when the 
US presided over the creation 
Of NatO * n| l then mastoirnTTifl . 
ed it through a .Congress re- 
luctant to endorse military 
involvement overseas. 

Ufa speech at toe signing of 
toe origtoal treaty - on 4 April 
1949 -rmd that df his secretary 
of state, Dean' Acheson, are 
lodged at the Independence li- 
brary. - 

The State Department says 
the three new Nato states ap- 
preciate the liiginripjii signifi- 
cance ofthe venue and wanted 
to jam Nato formally as soon as 
possible after ratifying the 
treaty and meeting the basic 
iniKl^requir«hents: 'today’s 
ceremony thus meets the in- 
terests and aspirations of all 
the parties. 

In recent weeks, however; 
there have been rumblings of 
discontent from some of the 
new member states’ Western 
backers. Their feeling is thata 
landmark at 20th century his- 
tory and one of President B31 
Clinton’s few foreign-policy tri- 
umphs, is being secreted away 
from public view. They com- 
plain that it is being detiberateftr 
separated from next month’s 
festivities in Washington, which 
will both mark, the 50th an- 
niversary ofNato and set its fu- 
ture course. 

; A semor State Department 
official denied that there was 


any ulterior motive for sepa- 
rating the two occasions. 

The Czechs, Poles and Hun- 
garians, he said, wanted to be 
aide to participate as foil mem- 
bers to the planned discus- 
sions about Nato’5 future, 
which would be easier if they 
woe already foil members. 

He offered no reason why the 
ceremony could not have been 
held, for instance, a day before 
the mam gathering, but still 
dearfy within its framework; 
nor did he explain why it was" 
not held to the vicinity of the 
White Home, where toe foreign 
minister s of toe first 12 mem- 
bers signed the original treaty. 

Ebr the suspicious, there is 
a one-word explanation: Russia. 
Fbr Russia, the expansion of 
Nato is a bitter pQL 
.. But Russia, as a Nato “part- 
ner”, wffl be one of 44 countries 
represented in Washington at 
next month’s commemoration 
of Nato's 50th anniversary an 
event billed by US diplomats 
as “charting the way for a larg- 
er; more flexible alliance in the 
2lst century". 

While the intention may be 
to demonstrate to Russia that 
its security is not threatened fcy 
a larger Nato, for some there is 
a paradox. 

The indusiveness of Nato's 
birthday party will have been 
made possible by today's cer- 
emonial in Independence, 
which perpetuates the very di- 
vision thalNato expansion was 
intended to -banish. 
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You’d be so much better off each month if 
you didn’t have a mortgage to pay; 

Through NPI it’s possible! 

How? Because we have a safe and secure 
way of generating money from your home - 
the NPI Extra Income Plan*. You can use 
this Plan to exchange a share in the value of 
your home for an extra monthly income with 
the option of a cash sum as well that could 
pay off your mortgage. 

To be eligible however, you must be aged 
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property must be worth over £40,000. 
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Key Guarantees 


y You can take a cash sum as well as a 
monthly income 

y You’re secure in your own home - you can 
even sell it if you wish to move^ 

jf* You receive monthly payments for life 

5T The gross income will never rednce # 

Get rid of that mortgage and enjoy an 
extra income as well. Ask for your FREE, 
no-obligation iniormatiori pack today. 

For a brochure call FREE on 


0800 70 75 80 


quoting reference IND990312 

- We randomly monitor our calls. This enables us ro 

- improve our service and protea our customers. 
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«junge i* history, became if 1,000 people vaife £1000 each, 
it’ll Knife a vuUoppiw^ r*iLLio»%l Call 0841 11 11 44* * 0 *^, 

Av^ol brace yourself far the x^effert night o* TV. a 

Friday 11th March - BBC1 - 7 p/-». 
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(if jpplicable} 


Telephone number ; 
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D Please tick if you would pider not in receive Infonrutiqn about other associated products 
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Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. National Provident Institution, Incoroorated by Act of Parliament in England with 
limited liability No. ZC65. Principal Office: National Provident House, 55 Calvertey Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2UE. 
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Lafontaine goes 


into a wilderness 


HE IS gone but be will be back. 
Oskar Lafontaine, the physicist 
who had the confidence to lec- 
ture Europe's leading central 
bankers on banking, bowed out 
of the centre stage of German 
politics, convinced that he had 
been right all along. 

After his four months as Fi- 
nance Minister of Europe's 
biggest economy, his legacy is 
that of rising unemployment 
and falling output 

Other Socialists might stop 
for a moment to ponder why 
such things were happening, 
but not “Oskar". He will go on. 
for the rest of his life, blaming 
the gnomes of Frankfurt in- 
ternational currency specula- 
tors. and “unfair" - meaning 
“too low" - taxes in other Eu- 
ropean Union countries. 

We know, because Mr La- 
fontaine has been here before. 
In 1990 he was the champion of 


By Imhe Karacs 
in Berlin 


the Social Democrats against a 
poorly regarded Helmut KohL 
He lost, but it took some doing, 
forfeiting as he did the biggest 
lead a party had ever enjoyed 
in German electoral history 

But Mr Lafontaine was right, 
as he is happy to tell anyone 
who will care to listen. He had 
aitidsed Mr Kohl's formula for 
bringing the freshly free East 
into the Federal Republic. The 
costs, he pointed out, would be 
enormous. “Nonsense” retort- 
ed Mr Kohl as be proceeded to 
promise “blooming land- 
scape" in the East within a few 
short years. 

Mr Lafontaine was right, 
butno one in those beady days 
wanted to listen to a chubby 
Cassandra. He lost because he 
was seen to be carping about 


the German nation's most glo- 
rious moment since the end of 
the Second World Vfar. He was 
the man, it appeared, who was 
opposing re-unification. 

That year bad been a terri- 
ble one for Mr Lafontaine. 
While campaigning for those 
elections, he had been stabbed 
in the neck by a deranged 
woman. The ambulances took 
a long time coming, as the 
ehancefloncancfidate lay in a 
pool of bis own blood He very 
nearly died 

Still, the plucky little man 
from Saarbrfieten - lampooned 
for bis looks and haughty de- 
meanour as “Bonaparte of the 
Saar” - soldiered on, digging his 
political grave deeper every 
step of the way. 

When the dust eventually 
settled on those elections, Mr 
Lafontaine retreated to his 
home region, seeking solace 


from his role as the Prime 
Minister of Germany's least 
significant Land. He fell into a 
depression -for a long time rip- 
ping more of his beloved Bur- 
gundy than he perhaps should 
have - and faded from the na- 
tional picture. But then, slow- 
ly, he clawed his way bad. 

On the leftist firebrand cir- 
cuit, there is no one quite like 
him. Even in those dark days, 
Mr Lafontaine could wrap a 
crowd around bis fingers in an 
instant But surely, the people 
said, he would not come back 
to national politics. 

He did pouring into a vacu- 
um at the top erf the parly in 
1995. In the interim, other So- 
cial Democrats had had a go 
against Mr Kohl and been 
burnt Mr Lafontaine fell ready 
for the second round. 

It did not happen, because of 
a certain Gerhard Schroder 






Mr Lafontaine deft) with Mr Schroder last year. The Chancellor seemed stunned last night by the resignation 


who many in the parly frit did weighed up the pros and cons: 
not have much to offer except Mr Lafontaine would be good 
the prospect of victory. for socialism, they thought, but 

' And so the comrades only if be were elected By this 
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time last yean it was dear that 
Oskar's sex appeal was limited 
to a narrow section of hardcore 
SPD supporters. 

Their votes alone could not 
dislodge Mr KohL 

It must have been bitterly 
disappointing for Mr La- 
fontaine to hear this kind of ad- 
vice from his closest friends. 
Confronted with Mr Schroder's 
electoral pufl, he stepped out of 
the ring. 

The rest might have been 
history, except that Mr La- 
fontaine refused to draw the 
correct conclusions. 

He treated the party’s elec- 
toral triumph as a personal 
victory. Now was his chance to 
implement the kind erf socialist 

Vi fftffl T h** frwflw A npaming up 

over the past decade, aided by 
his wife Christa MUHh; an arch- 
Keynesian economist 

Thus did Germany end up 
with a nightmare ticket of a cen- 
trist Chancellor lacking any 


Relief spreads 
across Europe 
at resignation 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 


RARELY HAS one politician 
made such an impact in Europe 
in such a short time, and rarely 
has one gained such notoriety 
in so many quarters. 

Oskar lafontaine, dubbed 
by one British tabloid as the 
“most dangerous man in 
Europe”, sparked the biggest 
ideological debate over the con- 
tinent’s economic policy in 
years. But his achievements are 
questionable and his depar- 
ture leaves the German gov- 
ernment in disarray, only two 
weeks before a vital summit, 
called to resolve the seemingly 
intractable problems of Eu- 
rope's financing. German pres- 
tige has taken a battering at a 
crucial time, halfway through 
both its EU and Group of Seven 
presidencies. It is also a key 
moment in the ElTs history the 
Agenda 2000 discussions to 
expand and reform the Union. 

In the corridors of Brussels, 
not many tears win be shed for 
an outspoken figure who 
brought controversy to the usu- 
ally drab discussions of the fin- 
ance ministers' council, Ecofin. 
One diplomat summed up his 
contribution last night, saying 
simply. “He was a disaster”. 

Even as Europe was launch- 
ing the new single currency; Mr 
Lafontaine paid little heed to 
the sensitivities of the exercise. 
Indeed tact and diplomacy 
were in rather short supply. 

Despite his position as Ger- 
many's Finance Minister; he 
foiled to turn up to the launch 
party of the Euro on New Year’s 
Eve on the basis that he had 
already booked an overseas 
holiday. When he was ru- 
moured to be in the running for 
the presidency of the Euro- 
pean Commission he failed to 
quash the stories. But h was on 
policy that Mr Lafontaine' s 
presence was most widely felt 

Adversaries included the 
British Chancellor; Gordon 
Brown, who fell foul of Mr 
Lafontaine's desire to har- 
monise business taxes, and 
remove the effects of “social 
dumping" - where countries 
give preferential tax conces- 
sions to foreign companies. 

When Mr Brown let it be 
known that he would veto Mr 
Lafontaine's plans, the Ger- 
man minister turned up the 
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The Son’s inflammatory 
front page 


rhetoric, causing a feeding 
frenzy in the British press. The 
row even affected British opin- 
ion towards the Euro, leading 
British ministers to make 
urgent appeals’ to Mr 
Lafontaine to desist from using 
the word “harmonisation". 

“I cant talk about this, Mr 
Lafontaine quipped, “FU have 
to call it the ‘IT word." 

This was only part of an 
economic agenda which pre- 
sented difficulties for the UK. 
The changes of government in 
Germany and Italy last year, 
both with sharp moves to the 
left, produced a new push for a 
more Keynesian approach to 
jobs and growth. 

In any debate over economic 
policy, Mr Lafontaine would be 
on the side of those pushing for 
growth and job creation, rather 
than stressing the need for 
structural reform of Europe’s 
economies. But his arguments 
were a challenge to Brussels 
too, because he was regularly 

at odds with the rules "which the 

euro is meant to operate undec 
the Growth and Stability Pact 

In a typically robust mood 
Mr Lafontaine recently took his 
argument to the European Par- 
liament, making the case that 
successful economies are not 
always based on low borrowing 
or balanced budgets, as the EU 
decreed. Look at Ronald Rea- 
gan's economic polity, he told 
MEPs: “he ran up enormous 
debts - of the type that would 
have made the guardians of the 
Growth and Stability Pact tear 
out their hair- combined with 
massive tax cuts, 

“I don't think the European 
Commission would have let 
Reagan loose on the streets.” 
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substance, and his leftist 
deputy having too much of the 
wrong kind. 

He did, however render one 
useful service. As chairman of 
the party he kept leftist critics 
at bay. With him gone, there is 
no one to deflect the wrath of 
the party, forever suspicious of 
Mr Schroder’s “New Centre”. 
And Mr Schrfider has nowhere 
to hide. 

The Chancellor looked stun- 
ned last night as he presided 
over the shortest press con- 
ference of his life. Today the 
party leadership is to choose Mr 

Lafontaine's successors, for it 
is unlikely that any one person 
can fill those two vacancies - at 
the head of the party and the fi- 
nance ministry. 

Mr Schroder will now try to 
grab the chairmanship of the 
party. But whether he succeeds 
or not, it will be a lot harder 
from now on to keep the rank 
and file in line. 
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Blair condemns ‘historic’ CAP 
reform as farmers celebrate 


15 


German 
eyes on 
British 
rebate 


By Katherine Butler 

in Brussels 

AND COLIN BBOWN 

and Paul Waugh 

THE AGRICULTURE Minister 
Nick Brown faced hu milia tion 
last night after the deal he 
reached on the Common Agri- 
culture Policy was rejected by 
Tony Blair as “not good 
enough*. 

The overhaul of the 37-year- 
old system for supporting Eu- 
rope's formers will lead to cubs 
in subsidies on beef, dairy and 
cereals production, with dairy 
quotas phased out by 2006. 

Mr Brown, who has to make 
a statement on the deal to MPs 
today in the Commons, said 
after the all-night negotiations 
that it would save the average 
British family up to £70 a yean 
*The deal struck is good for tax- 
payers, farmers, consumers 
and the countryside,*' he said. 

But even before the Agri- 
culture Minister had returned 
to Britain, the deal was criti- 
cised by Mr Blair who told the 
Cabinet it (fid not go far enough, 
and Britain would continue 
pressing for deeper cuts in the 
cost of the CAE 

Farmers across Europe cel- 
ebrated that they had at least 
avoided more draconian cuts. 
The historic agreement to re- 
form the European Union's 37- 
year-old farm policy had begun 
to unravel last night with the re- 
alisation in London and other 
capitals that the deal would 
save no money. 

Tony Blair appeared to pull 
the rug from under the deal by 
suggesting the cuts did not go 
far enough. The reforms still 
have to be agreed by heads of 
government at their Berlin 
summit on 25 March in the con- 
text of an overall deal on re- 
forming the EU's finances. 
“This does represent progress 
but it is not satisfactory in our 
view." Mr Blair said. 

French displeasure also 
grew during the day. The Agri- 
culture Minis tec Jean Glavany, 
accused the German EU pres- 
idency of assuming the negoti- 
ations were over when they 
were not The EU Agriculture 
Commissioner, Franz Fischlec 
co-broker of the compromise. 


WHERE THE FARMERS ARE. WHAT THEY GET NOW AND HOW THAT WILL CHANGE 
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said although it was “less am- 
bitious" than the Commissi on’s 
initial proposals, it represent- 
ed “the most radical reform 
since the CAP was first estab- 
lished in the early 1960s”. 

The key plank of any deal 
was intended to be a cut in the 
artificially guaranteed price of 
commodities by up to 30 per 
cent But the minis ters backed 
away from such a steep set of 
cuts, opting for a maximum 
price cut of 20 per cent for beef 
and cereals and a 15-per-cent 
cut in milk , which wffl. be de- 
layed by three years. 

The hoped-for effect is. a 
long-term cut in tile burden of 
supporting agriculture, and 
fewer milk lakes and beef 


WHAT THE CHANGES MEAN g 
BEER The minimum price chat the a 
EU guarantees to farmers will be cue v 
by 20% in three stages. Prices In the q 
shops may fail slightly. . a? 

CEREALS: The minimum guaran- %_ 
teed price to Farmers will be cut by £ 
20% in two steps starting In 2000. § 

There may be some impact on the $ 
cost or the average shopping basket: * 
bread, pasta, biscuits and breakfast y 
cereals as well as poultry and pork --= 
could be cheaper, but It depends on £ 
what part of their savings. If any. su- ^ 
permarkets pas on to customers. £ 
One ecstatic group of people will be £ 
Britain’s millionaire Farmers who 
feared a celling on compensation ?? 
payouts. There will be no ceiling. Z- 
MILK: The guaranteed price will be n 
cut by 1 5% in three equal steps % 
starting from 2003/2004. Quotas § 
would be increased by 1 .5 percent in s 
three equal steps from the 
2003/2004. allowing more produc- 5 
tion. There could be some fall in the ^ 
price of milk, cheese, and other p 

dairy products. ? 

WHAT THE FARMERS COST THE ;1 
TAXPAYER: Spending will Increase g 
In the short-term as farmers are g 
compensated. The form budget will Z. 
total about 31 3 bn euros over s? 
2000-2006. That represents 44.7 S 
bn euros a year, compared to the $ 
current level of 40.4 billion euros. £ 
Farm spending accounts for half the ]2 
EU's total budget. « 

WHAT SHOPPERS WILL SAVE: § 

The Government says a family of § 
Pour will be £70 a year better off. 
but this Is complete guesswork. 


mo untains By brin ging EU 

policy into line with the de- 
mands of Europe's trading 
partners and the World Trade 
Organisation it wifi also allow 
big producers to compete in 
world markets, where prices 
are much lower 
But the big flaw is that it wfil 
cost taxpayers an extra £lbn a 
year over the next seven years 
- on fop of the £30bn a year the 
CAP already costs - because 
formers will have to be com- 
pensated for the price cuts 
with generous direct-income 
support payments. And be- 
cause the cuts and payment 
limits have been diluted in the 
final compromise it is not sure 
the trade benefits of paying for 


reform can be fully achieved. 

Critics were particularly dis- 
mayed at the failure to include 
any national co-financing of 
the CAP as Germany bad 
sought or any limits on annu- 
al cash amounts individual 
formers can pocket Britain’s 
millionaire grain bar ons, paid 
hundreds of thousands of 
pounds a year simply for own- 
ing vast tracts of cereals land, 
appeared to have escaped the 
threat of a £100,000 cefling on 
the amount they cash in EU 
subsidy cheques each year, 
after which subsidies would 
begin to tail off. 

The Fhrm Minister, Nick 
Brown, welcomed this devel- 
opment “1 am pleased the ceil- 
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ing is gone. We wanted to see 
changes in the method of pay- 
ing formers which did not dis- 
proportionately penalise the 
United Kingdom." But by last 
night Brussels officials said 
the means for discriminating 
between income support for 
deserving small formers and 
the rich elite who cream off 
most of the subsidies could 
still be added to the final pack- 


age. In contrast to the noises of 
dissent from London, in Brus- 
sels Britain was claiming vic- 
tory for forcing Germany and 
France to accept some reform 

rtf Hip dair y sArii y althraigh Mr 

Brown admitted disappoint- 
ment at a three-year delay in 
implementing the agreed 15- 
per-cent cut in the guaranteed 
milk price. 

The trigger for reform was 




the need to find Mg budget 
savings to finance EU expan- 
sion into Eastern Europe in the 
next few years. 

Downing Street said the 
deal would increase spending 
by 2006, not stabilise it, as the 
Germans had intended. 

Mr Brown was still in Brus- 
sels when Mr Blair told minis- 
ters that the deal was 
unacceptable. 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 
and Paul Waugh 
In London 

BRITAIN’S European Union 
budget rebate came under re- 
newed pressure yesterday, with 

Germany insisting that the sub- 
ject must be debated at the 
forthcoming summit in Berlin. 

The Prime Minister, Tony 
Blair; will have additional diffi- 
culties in defending the con- 
tinuation of Britain's rebate, 
after EU agricultural minis - 
ters yesterday agreed on a deal 
which foiled to make expected 
budgetary savings. The deal on 
form spending will cost around 
£5bn more than the amount 
specified at last month's special 
s ummit near Bonn. 

A paper from the German 
EU presidency identifies the 
£2bn annual rebate as a central 
item of discussion at the meet- 
ing in two weeks' time. The 
paper argues that circum- 
stances have changed since it 
was negotiated in 1984 by the 
then prime minister Margaret 
Thatcher, at Fbntainebleau. 

The German document says 
the “key for financing the UK 
budget abatement'’, could be 
“adjusted”, adding that new 
me chanis ms should be put in 
place to take account of poten- 
tial benefits to Britain of a 
define in agriculture spending. 
It states that the definition of 
expenditure covered by the 
rebate should be “amended" to 
exempt the costs of the EU's 
enlargement to the east 

In the Government's stron- 
gest statement on the issue to 
date, Mr Blair's official 
spokesman said there was no 
question of the rebate being 
conceded: “The abatement is 
Don-negotiable, as all our part- 
ners know. We have made it 
clear that the abatement is 
justified, whatever foe effects of 
enlargement " 
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Congo orders 
diplomats out 
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THE six diplomats and officials 
from Britain and the US ar- 
rested in Congo over allegations 
of spying were due to fly out yes- 
terday after President Lau- 
rent Kabila's government 
ordered their expulsion. 

The six were expected to go 
to Zambia after the Congolese 
Interior Minister. Gaetan 
Kakucjji. demanded that they 
leave on the first scheduled 
flight out of the capital Kinshasa 
because they "had infiltrated a 
military base". 

In the increasingly acrimo- 
nious row, the Foreign Office 
said it was "considering its po- 
sition” on whether any Con- 
golese diplomats face expulsion 
in retaliation. London has de- 
nied the men were engaged in 
espionage. It insists their role 
was purely to organise contin- 
gency plans for an evacuation 
of British nationals in Congo 
which is rapidly sinking into an 
escalating civil war. 

The expulsion of the Britons 


BY KIM SENGUPTA 

and the American also means a 
major disruption in contingency 
plans for the evacuation of the 

ISOnrsn R ritish nationals in fha 

Democratic Republic of Conga 
The British ambassador: Dou- 
glas Scrafton, is expected to hold 
consultations with other for- 
eign embassies in Kinshasa 
Mr Kadutf claimed that the 
men "violated the Vienna Con- 
vention by introducing them- 
selves illegally into the grounds 
of the Ndolo military base 1 *. 
The Congolese have accused 
one of the Fbreign Office men, 
Gregor Lusty, of being the 
“guide" of the enterprise. But as 
an accredited diplomat he was 
released; the others were kept 
under house arrest in Kinshasa 
The Fbreign Office minister 
Ibny Lloyd reiterated yester- 
day: “These people are not 
spies. Their purpose was whol- 
ly innocent” He has already 
telephoned President Kabila to 


complain about the “totally 
unjustifiable action”. 

Mr Lusty was lliird Seaetary 
at the British embassy in Kin- 
shasa. The American was on 
secondment from the US State 
Department Bureau of Intelli- 
gence and Research. Also ar- 
rested were two Ministry of 
Defence officials, a consular of- 
ficial and a bodyguard to Mr 
Scrafton. It has been claimed 
that the MoD officials were part 
of the Rapid Reaction fbree, who 
would be responsible for evac- 
uation but who could also be 
used for intelligence gathering. 

As President Kabila’s regime 
faces increasing pressure from 
rebel forces, there is increasing 
paranoia about alleged Vfes t em 
conspiracies, with accusations 
of foreign mercenaries helping 
the rebels. Anti-Western feel- 
ings are growing. Last week’s 
massacre of eight Western 
tourists in Uganda was carried 
out by a Hutu militia loosely 
allied to President Kabila. 
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Robin Cook, the Fbreign Secretary (left), and his French counterpart Hubert Vedrine being welcomed to the presidential palace in Abidjan 
by the Ivory Coast Ivorian President, Henri Konan EtCdie, during the first Anglo-French visit of its kind to West Africa AFT 3 
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New entente 
cordiale as 
Africa is 
unscrambled 


SETTING A century and a half 
of colonial rivalry behind them, 
Britain and France yesterday 
launched what they billed as 
an historic new partnership 
with Africa, aimed at bringing 
prosperity and peace to the 
continent 

Robin Co*, the foreign Sec- 
retary and his French opposite 
number Hubert Vedrine met 
the presidents of Ivory Coast 
and Ghana, flagship countries 
of former French and British 
Africa respectively, before 
opening a conference of the 
British and French ambas- 
sadors to a dozen African coun- 
tries. 

London and Paris no longer 
sought to divide up the conti- 
nent, Mr Vfedrine told the meet- 
ing, jointly staged in the 
Ghanaian and Ivory Coast cap- 
itals, Acau and Abidjan. “There 
are no more exclusive spheres 
Of influence, nor ary forbidden 
areas.” 

Mr Cook said that the two 
countries acting together could 
help Africa to boost trade, re- 
duce its debt, and find solutions 
to its conflicts. 

The realities of the modern 
world are rendering obsolete 
history’s barriers and narrow 
calculations of national advan- 
tage. Both countries have 
a younger generation of diplo- 
mats with no memory of 
colonial or early post-colonial 
times. 

In Accra, Ghana’s military 
college may exude lie spit and 
polish of Sandhurst, but French 
co mp an i es thrive in the former 
British colony, and a favourite 
expatriate hangout in the Gha- 
naian capital is neither a 
French brasserie nor an Eng- 
lish bar - but an Irish pub. 

If there is to be a European 
foreign policy, as sketched out 
last December when British 


By Rupert Coknwell 
in Abidjan 

preserve French as a world lan- 
guage a gainst the onslau gh t of 
English. 

But old French certainties 
have been shaken by the cata- 
strophes in Rwanda and the for- 
mer Zaire (although both 
Francophone, they are former 
Belgian, not French, colonies). 

In both cases France was on 
the wrong side, seen as a pro- 
tector of the reviled President 
Mobutu in Zaire, and accused 
of abetting the Hutu genocide 
against the Urtsis in Rwanda in 
ISM. The latter was said to have 
been a devastating experience 
Mr Tfedrine^ who was President 
Mitterrand’s top aide. 

But if FTench policies are 
changing, they will none the 
less be operated by many of the 
people who ran the old policies, 
and they will be subject to the 
same jealousies. 

Stance tried to use Britain’s 
recent estrangement from 
Nigeria to boost its influence in 
what is potentially the dominant 
West African power. It also 
tried - with greater success - 
to show countries such as 



to end their rivalry in Africa, the 
notion would lose all credibili- 
ty should the two countries 
continue to do battle with 
other through their former 
colonies. 

And then there are the feel- 
ings of the Africans themselves. 
Why in a world of dissolving 
frontiers, should Ivory Coast be 
forced to use Paris as its gate- 
way to the world? Oi; as Flight 
lieutenant Jeny Rawlings, the 
Ghanaian President, said yes- 
terday: “We detest the differ- 
entiation between Anglophone 
and Francophone Africa.” 

But differentiation will not 

vanish easily. Once indepen- 
dence became inevitable after 
the Second Wbrid Wh? Britain’s 
approach was to prepare its 
African colonies for self-gov- 
ernment and membership of 
the Commonwealth. 

France, however aimed for 
assimilation: the absorption of 
educated Africans into French 
society. “We left and they 
didn't," a senior British diplo- 
mat said “Vfe disengaged in the 

1960s, but they’ve waited unKl 
the 1980s and 1990s.” 

France has 6,000 soldiers 
permanently stationed in 
Africa, while 14 of its former 
colonies use the CFA franc, 
pegged to the French franc 
and thus tothe euro. These are 
all are weapons in the war to 


An 1885 cartoon of Bism a r ck 
carving up Africa AKG 

Ghana and Kmya what French 
cultural delights they had 
missed on account of their links 
with Britain. The Maison 
Fra n qaise in Nairobi - a tem- 
ple to Parisian chic if ever 
there were one - is just the lat- 
est and most visible evidence of 
this enterprise. 

For its part, Britain has 
been unabashedly raaric-R-hnnp 
about pinching a £i30m dock 
renovation contract in Abidjan 
from under the noses of FYench 
companies long accustomed 
to having everything their own 
way m Ivory Coast. ‘‘Political al- 
lies maybe," sniffed a foreign 

diplomat in Nigeria, “but theyTl 

be commercial competitors to 
the end.” 

Quick results, in short are 
unlike ly. The two-day gathering 

of ambassadors is to settle the 
I^xx^dural nuts and bolts of co- 
operation - It is not about aid 
or joint peacekeeping initia- 
tives in the Congo, Sierra 
Leone and other crisis spots in 
Africa. 

Indeed, to make it so migh t 
merely raise the spectre of 
neo-colonialism. As the Accra 
“ropaper The Graphic asked 
this week “Is this a strategy 
to re-colonise Ghana and Ivory 
Coast and strengthen colonial 
structures?" In modern Africa, 
old fears as wefl as aid rivalries, 
diehard. 
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tens 
security 
in Tibet 


TWO MONKS have been de- 
tained in Uiayi for riar rp g tfl 
shout pro-independence slo- 
gans to mark the 40th an- 
niversary of the Tibetan 
uprising which forced the Dalai 
Lama into exile. 

A strict security regime re- 
mained in force throughout 
China's Himalayan region, yes- 
terday, as P eking dismissed 
pleas from the exiled Tibetan 
spirituaneader that dialogue 
was the only way to resolve the 
Tibet issue. 

Reports from Lhasa sad tot 
on Wednesday the day of the ^ 
nivetsary; two monks in their late 
twenties shouted slogans in the 
Barkhoc the spiritual centre of 
the Tibetan capital, near the 
Jokhang temple. Police 
pounced, arresting one man im- 
mediately and detaining the 
other as be attempted to escape. 
Riot potion vehidesand dogs ap- 
peared half an hour later 

The London-based Free 
Tibet Campaign spoke to wit- 
nesses who said toe Jokhang 
bad been dosed for “cleaning" 
and watchers had been posted 
in the area Monks in the monas- 
teries of Ganden, Drepung and 
Sera were prevented from leav 
m g, toe grOUp qfliri 

Peking yesterday renewed 
its verbal assault on toe Dalai 
Lama, with China's Foreign 
Ministry spokesman saying he 
continued ‘'stubbornly” to push 
for independence and was “cre- 
ating obstacles" to contact with 
Peking. “Be has never stopped 
activities aimed at spotting the 
motofiriand”ZhuBangzaosakL 

The harsh propaganda con- 
trasted sharply with a dignified 


BY Teresa Poole 
in Peking 

and heartfelt speech by the 
Dalai T-ama fo mark toe an - 
niversary nf the uprisin g a gainst 
fTo f wi P ir mpd Bud: 

informal channels of contact 
with Peking “through private 
petsonsands«m-officials”had 
suddenly dosed last yeac - 
“Late last autumn, without 
any obvious reason, there was a 

hflTfkmrng fff fop nhi- 

nese position on dialogue and 
tosr attitude towards me. This 



by anew round of intensiSed re- 
pression in Tibet," he said. 

Before China turned its back 
mi dialogue, Peking seemed 
ready to moderate its position 
on Tibet President Jiang 
Zemin spoke openly of dia- 
logue during President Bill 
Clinton’s state visit last June. 
The Dalai Lama's aides even 
mooted the idea of a spiritual 
pilgrimage to China. 

Yesterday, toe Dalai Lama 
again stated that be was seek- 
ing only “genuine autonomy”. “I 
do not seek independence for 
Tibet ... A just and fair solution 
to toe issue ofllbet will enable 
me to give foil assurance that I 
will use my moral authority to 
persuade the Tibetans not to 
seek separation," he said. But he 
added that “the Chinese toad* 

fTOVg p fa snmpittrrM^hhwW pdVy 

its own suspicious". 

It is widely believed that 
China now has no real interest 
in opening a dialogue with the 
Dalai Lama, and its current pol- 
icy is to contain Tibet until the 
exiled 67-year-old leader dies. 


An Aaa tribe elder carrying her grandchild in Yon 23m Di village, in the Yonnan province of China, at the Lunar New Ifear festivities. Hie Axi 
are part of the Yi, one of the minority groups who make up 6 per cent of China’s L2 billion population AP 


Pandas get VIP suites in Hong 


TWO GIANT pandas. An An and 
Jla Jia, touched down in Hong 

Kinug fh twn mainland f Thfna yw- 

terday to be be whisked off to 
unprecedented luxury at what 
is desaribed as the Ocean Park 
Rmda HoteL The complex is a 
specially built, £6 ,5m panda 
“habitat” with separate “his” 
and “her" bedrooms, lush veg- 
etation, electronic tempera- 
ture control and - believe it or 
not- a rfkfing roof for when the 
weather becomes temperate. 

In typical Chinese style, the 
gift ofto pandas to Hang Kong 
has strong political overtones. 
They were offered by Peking as 
part of ttecelebratmy package 
to mark the Mid of British colo- 
nial rule. 

This endangered species, 
which survives only in China, 


BT STEPHEN VINES 
in Hong Kong 

has long been used by toe gov- 
ernment in Peking to cement 
political relations and to reward 
so-called “old friends”. 

In toe past, panda gifts have 
had an niy-awny knack coin- 
ciding wife the political demise 
of their recipients. Edward 
Heato got his just before losing 
a general election. Richard 
Nixon’s pandas arrived along- 
side the Watexgate scandaL 

Hong Kong's head of gov- 
ernment, Tung Chee-hwa, will 
be hoping that the panda curse 
does not blight his administra- 
tion - although An An and Jia 
jia are arriving just as Bong 
Kong lumbers into one of . its 
deepest recessions. 


The pandas are expected to 
do their bit for species survival 

yphite in WnngT&ing hy mating 
Whether toe five-star accom- 
modation will induce these no- 
toriously difficult creatures to 
breed remains to be seen. 

Gariy Marvin, toe author of 
a book called Zoo Culture, de- 
scribed the lavish panda home 
as “toe architecture of guilt”. 
He told a Hong Kong newspa- 
per that although a lot of money 
had been spent, the environ- 
ment is not really suitable for 
wild animals andhas been de- 
signed to reflect human atti- 
tudes towards animals, rather 
than anything else. 

An An and Jia Jia will be kept 
under wraps on arrival and 
will only go on public display in 
two months’ time. 



One of the pandas donated by China 


China 
to let 
public 
watch 
trials 

By Teresa poole 


CHINA’S COURTS are to make 
mane trials open to toe public 
to give mainland justice greater 
transparency. The Supreme 
Court said trials should be pub- 
licised in advance and verdicts 
issued in dosed courtrooms 
would be subject to retrial. 

Human rights organisations 
mil be closely monitoring how 
this order is implemented. Tri- 
als deemed to involve issues of 
“national security” will not be 
open, and it is unlikely that 
hearings involving dissidents 
wQl allow uninvited guests. 
Under existing arrangements, 
China often claims a trial has 
been hdd “in pubfitf, when toe 
reality is that the room is peo- 
pled only by carefully selected 
government officials. 

A carefully controlled open- 
ing of the courts started last 
year in Peking, when toe city’s 
Number One Intermediate 
People's Court opened to the 
pubtic and also broadcast some 
non-sensitive cases live on tele- 
vision. Other courts around the 
country followed suit 

Under the new order; publi- 
cised in yesterday's Chinese 
newspapers, toe lowest of toe 
three tiers of courts must 
always be open unless the case 
involves state secrets, juvenile 
delinquency personal privacy, 
divorce or commercial secrets. 

The pobfc’s right to know re- 
mains curtnfled, however Even 
in open trials, Chinese jour- 
nalists will need permission to 
attend. The Independent was 
permitted to watch a trial last 
year; but access by foreigners 
is still hard to arrange. 

In the criminal trials of dis- 
sidents last year; the new right 
to a lawyer and adequate notice 
of the trial date proved worth- 
less. One dissidents lawyer 
was detained, and another dis- 
sident was given just three 
I days’ notice of his appearance. 
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Hidden miracle of Louis XV’s millennium clock 


AT Midnight French time on 
31 December of this year; while 
most of Paris is going crazy on 
the Charaps-EIvsees, a dock* 
work miracle will occur unseen 
at the Chateau de Versailles. 

A dock built 233 years ago, 
to show days, months and 
years as well as hours and 
minutes, will tick-tock its way 
without fuss or fanfare into 
the new millennium. The first 
digit on the year-counter; which 
has been stuck on “one" for the 
past two-and-a-half centuries, 
will move smoothly and silent- 
ly on to "two - ’. The other digits 
will turn to zero and the dock 
- sometimes called the 10 , 000 - 
year dock - will have entered 
a new millennium, without 
"bugs", expensive readjust- 
ments and precisely on time. 
What price new technology? 

Other year-counting docks 
exist in various parts of the 
globe. None is believed to be as 
old as the Horloge Passemont 
in the Chateau de Versailles 
and none, certainly, has mute- 
ly witnessed as many of the de- 
cisive events of the past 
quarter- miilenni urn. 

The dock was bought by 
Louis XV in 1749. three years 


EUROPEAN TIMES 


VERSAILLES 


after it was constructed. It 
has stood ever since in the 
“clods roam'’ at Versailles, a 
few yards from the rooms oc- 
cupied by Louis XVI and 
Marie- Antoinette at the time of 
the Revolution; and only one 
room away from the Hall of 
Mirrors where the peace 
treaty to end the First World 
War was signed in 1919. 

The dock's present custodi- 
an is the chief dock-keeper of 
the chateau. Daniel Mornas, 6L 
who visits his charge once a 
month to wind it When he 
reads of afl the anxiety about the 
millennium bug, Mr Mornas 
says he smiles but “it also 
makes me angry”. 

“It is absurd, inadmissible 
that all these expensive, clever; 
modem machines should have 
been made without bearing 
the millennium in min d. Was 
it just stupidity or for com- 
mercial reasons?” 

Mr Mornas, owner of a clock 
workshop in the town, is a 
precise, passionate, sombre- 
seeming man, given to bursts 


of infectious enthusiasm for his 
trade. His life is ruled ty the 
clock: or by more than 20 fl 
docks, most of which need to 
be rewound every fortnight. 
“Whatever else happens in my 
life,” he said. “I know that I can 
never go on holiday for more 
than two weeks.** 

The Passemont dock, nam- 
ed after its creator a cele- 
brated French dock-maker 
loses one minute a month. “I 
could try to adjust the mecha- 
nism but, in my view, for a dock 
that old, to lose a minute a 
month is not so bad. So I just 
move it forward a minute each 
month and otherwise leave it 
alone,” Mr Mornas said. 

Wh visited the dock outside 
normal visiting times. The 
chateau, the largest and many 
believe the most beautiful man- 
sion in the workt was eerily and 
movingly empty. The light was 
just fading on the huge, geo- 
metrical gardens beyond the 
Hall of Mirrors. The dock, in an 
ornate brass case, about six feet 
tall on a plinth of marble, stood 


awaiting its moment of tech- 
nological triumph in a room 
which most viators do not see. 

The mechanism, inducing 
more than a thousand inter- 
connecting brass and steel 
wheels, was constructed to 
take account of the differing 
numbers of days in each month 
and adjusted, in advance, for 
leap years. There is one large 
brass wheel in the dock, which 
takes exactly four years to 
perform a full revolution. When 
it does so, it trips another 
whed which provides February 
with its 29th day. In all other 
years, the clods moves auto- 
matically from the 28th of the 
month to the 1st of March. 

The dock also records, ac- 
curately, the phases of the 
moon, and beautifully but less 
accurately, according to the 
slightly wayward calculations 
of Copernicus, the movements 
of the planets. The 10,009-year 
dock is so-called because it is 
capable of counting the years 
up to 9999. Mr Mornas does not 
like that name: he doubts that 
the dock will see one more mil- 
lennium, never mind another 
8,000 years. “Given normal 
wean” be said, “I expect that 


it should last another 500 years 
but not much more than that" 

Seven centuries is not bad. 
Why should Monsieur Passe- 
mont- his first name has not 
come down to posterity -have 
built a dock capable of sur- 
viving for 750 years? 

“Because that was the men- 
tality of the age,” Mr Mornas 
said. “Ybu see it also in the 
b uildings of the time, like this 
chateau. Everything was 
made to last indefinitely. In 
our own time, when we bu3d 
a school or a hospital, we ex- 
pect to tear it down after 20 
years and start again. Every- 
thing is for the moment ... In 
those days, there was a sense 
of permanence, a sense of 
eternity. It’s something that 
we’ve lost" 

No special event is planned 
to mark the moment when the 
dock ticks into 2000. Unless 
one of the chateau caretakers 
bothers to witness the mo- 
ment, a technological feat, 
pre-programmed two-and-a- 
half centuries ago but seem- 
ingly beyond our greatest 
modern brains, will occur in the 

dark -and unseen. _ 

John L i chfield 



The 253-year-old Horloge Passemont In the Chateau de Versailles Alastaxr MiJler 
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THE WEST’S Balkan strategy 
was in disarray yesterday after 
Serbia rejected a planned 
peace deal for the war-stricken 
province of Kosovo. 

After eight hours of talks 
with the United States envoy 
Richard Holbrooke in Belgrade, 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
said Yugoslavia would never tol- 
erate a foreign milit ary force 
entering Kosovo to supervise a 
peace settlement 
“Attempts to condition a po- 
litical agreement on our coun- 
try’s acceptance of foreign 
troops are unacceptable," read 
the statement from Mr Milo- 
sevic's office after Mr Hol- 
brooke left the Serbian capital 
in defeat 

Belgrade’s rejection of for- 
eign troops, a vital element of 
the package, casts doubt on 
whether the second round of 
talks on Kosovo will even take 
place as planned on 15 March 
at Rambouillet, in France. 
Some Kosovo Albanianleaders 
suggested yesterday that they 
may boycott the whole event 
The shambles exposes Nato 
to the risk of public humiliation 
if the alliance's repeated threats 
to use force against Serbia are 
revealed to be hollow. 

While Nato officials in Brus- 
sels were yesterday talking up 
the threat to use force to engi- 
neer a peace deal in Kosovo, the 
very fart that such threats have 
been around for six months has 
diminished their value. 

“It would take several days 
of crisis, with the Serbs being 
obdurate at the table and brutal 
on the ground, to wind allied 
public opinion up into bombing 
mode,” one Nato diplomat 
admitted. 

Mr Holbrooke alluded to the 
new note of realism before he 


By MArcus Tanner • 

left Serbia for New York. There 
was no point “rattling rockets 
and making threatening ges- 
tures”, he said. 

Nor can the Wbst draw much 
comfort from yesterday's visit 
to Belgrade by Russia’s Ftoeign 
Minister, Igor Ivanov. 

Althou^puhMy co mmitte d 
to supporting a peace deal for 
- Kosovo. Russia's strong ties to 
its old Serbian ally mean ft is: 
•unlikely to bringinuch- Grin- 
deed any -pressure tobearoo 
Mr Milosevic, 

Grim confirmation of Koso- 
vo’s deteriorating situation 
came wiffi reporte new build- 
ups fay the Yugoslav army near 
the western city of Prizren and 
a “very grim situation” on Koso- 
vo's border with Macedonia. 

Red Cross officials in the 
Kosovo capital of Pristina de- 
scribed as “pitiful” the plight 
of Albanian villagers driven 
from their homes by Serb 
forces. At least four villages 
were reported to be in flames 
after being shelled fly the Yu- 
goslav army. 

While much of the blame 
for Kosovo's dismal prospects 
will be laid at Serbia’s door; 
some of the recrimination will 
also be aimed at the Kosovar 
leadership. 

Instead of wrongfooting 
Belgrade by agreeing to the 
peace plan, leaders of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army have ' 
infuriated their Western synt 
pathisers with endless pro- 
crastination. 

Even a strong supporter . 
such as the former US senator 
Bob Dole said, in a radio inter- 
view on Wednesday, that he 
was “frankly disgusted with 
the attitude of the Kosovars”. 


For details of your nearest store 

Freephone 

0800 316 2 317 

Information lines open 9am-7pm everyday 
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In Brief 

Holocaust victims to get £36m 

NORWAY’S PARLIAMENT has approved compensation 
worth $5 7. 7m (£36mj for the nation’s Jewish Holocaust 
victims. Parliament adopted a package that will 
compensate Jewish families for part of the property that 
vras plundered by the Nazis and that will fund projects for 
the Jewish community. 

Duvaiier misses court appearance 

JEAN-CLAUDE DUVALTER, the former Haitian dictator; 
failed to appear at a court hearing yesterday on the status 

ofhis residency in France, sending a letter saying he did '' 

not want to feed growing controversy about himself. A 
Haitian-born photographer has started a committee in 
Pans to bring Duvaiier to trial for crimes against humanity. 

£15m to teed displaced Ethiopians 

THE united NATIONS World Food Programme approved 
a $2Um (£l5m) operation to feed up to 272,000 Ethiopians 
dipteral by recent fighting along the border with Eritrea. ' 

The food relief agency estimates that the Conflict has 

forced nearly 350,000 Ethiopians to flee their homes. 

Fossil offers clue on evolution 

SOUTH AFRICAN researchers unrated a 260 mfllion-year-old 
fossil they say bolsters the theory that South Africa was the 
place where scaly, cold-blooded reptiles evolved into the 
ancestors of furry, warm-blooded mammal^ The fossil came- 
from a pre-dinosaur species of sheep-sized anim al 
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the new mondeo zetec 

engineered for your enjoyment 
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tor a perfectly smooth drive, look no further than the hew mondeo zetec. as well as absorbing almost all vibrations, the suspension incoroora-es 
a passive rear wheel steering effect, designed to Increase drivers confidence with reassuring stability, you'll also be pleased to hear that we've 
lowered engine noise levels by 50%. of course, superb performance is matched by superb control, and now Sie mondeo zetec 
comes wiih optional new generation 4 channel mecatromc abs brakes with advanced dual nhode traction control.' standard equipment includes 


freechoice of 1.8 or 2.0 15v zetec engine 
5 spoke alloy wheels • metallic paint 
front foglamps • mesh sports grille 


♦ T 


rear spoiler • cfc free air conditioning 
quickclear' heated front windscreen 
cd/radio • powerheated door mirrors 


• remote control double locking . rear 
centre arm rest . rear head restraints 
safeguard immobiliser • perimeter alarm 


the new mondeo zetec £15,380 on the road 




-action control option available for EoOC (includes vat;. 
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BUSINESS 


Briefing 


BCCI man’s appeal turned down 

THE COURT of Appeal yesterday rejected the appeal by a 
key figure in the Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International GBCCD scandal against his 14 year prison 
sentence. Abbas Gokal was sentenced and ordered to pay 
costs of £4.3m last April for his role as chairman of Gulf 
Group, a shipping company which was the the biggest single 
borrower from BCCI He had conspired with senior BCCI 
officials to swindle the bank of $l2bn, and was found guilty 
of false accounting and conspiracy to defraud. In giving his 
ruling. Lord Justice Rose said Gokal was at the heart of a 
highly sophisticated fraud, the largest experienced in the 
UK and with international consequences of great gravity 

United Biscuits profits rise 

UNITED BISCUITS, the 
McVitie's and Hula Hoops 
snacks group, has started to 
shrug off a prolonged period 
of undei^peribrmance with a 
4 per cent rise in underlying 
fall-year profits to£110m. 
Thecompany, which this 
week lost its chief executive 
Eric Nicoli (pictured) to 
EMI, saw UK profits at 
McVitie’s edge up by 2 per 
cent with strong 
performances from its Go 
Ahead. Hob Nob and Penguin brands. Separately it 
emerged yesterday that Keebler, the US snacks business 
UB sold two years go after a disastrous performance, is 
now eqjoying soaring profits and market share. 



BoS launches life insurer 

BANK OF SCOTLAND yesterday entered the long-term 
savings business in earnest by laun ching its own life 
insurance company. The bank is linking up with Edinburgh 
Rind Managers and Legal & General to handle investment 
management, and five other companies- Gavin Masterton, 
managing director said the new company, to be called 
Bank of Scotland Investors Club, would be able to 
j “leapfrog" other companies by developing new-generation 
i computer systems. 
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Electra aims to thwart 3i with share buyback 


ELECTRA INVESTMENT TTOst 
yesterday mounted its defence 
against a £L2bn unsolicited bid 
fay3i group when it offered to buy 
back sihares at a 40 par cast pre- 
mium to their pre-bid price. 

Electra, which received the 
tad of 705p a share in January 
is proposing a tender offer at 
786p for 40 per cent of its share 
capital, costing the trust £544m. 
The geared-up trust wiH then be 
wound up within five years. 


BY ANDREW VERITY 

Michael Stoddart, the Electra 
chairman who founded the trust 
26 years ago, said further buy- 
backs were ptarmed: ‘‘We would 
hope the majority; if not all, the 
EEKxigy would be back in share- 
holders’ hands within the five 
years," he said. 

Electra will also spend £30m 
biiying out Robert Fleming; the 
investment hank, from its 50 per 


cent stake in Electra Fleming, 
the trust’s investment man* 
agers. The future of Robert 
Ffemrpg*s stake -sold less than 
five years ago - was one of the 

mam sticking points of the 31 bid 

The defence was welcomed 
fay themarket, which merited the 
shares up 6 per cent to 729fip, 
in spite of the absence of much- 
rumoured third-party bidders. 
But Electra also came under 


who said it had stretched the 
value of its unquoted assets to 
the limit The trust’s biggest un- 
quoted stock, PHS, was valued 
afcfi&matthe end of September 
Accorxfing to Electra’s valuation, 
the stock was worth E80m 17 the 
end of fhbruaiy Another bidd- 
ing in a mmp a r y called IdL, 
more than trebled in value. 

Mr Stoddart said foe re-val- 
uation of the trust’s assets was 
con serva tive given the 20 per 


cent rise in the FT-AH Share 

index. But analysts said the val- 
uation meant the stocks would 

have to grow earnings by 30 per 

cent a year 

Analysts also said share- 
holders wanting to sell their en- 
tire holding would get less than 
the £ bid - because the rump in- 
vestment trust, geared up to fi- 
nance the buyback, would be 


an incentive scheme, giving se- 



Michaet McLintock (left), group chief executive of M&G, and Sir Peter Davis, group chief executive of the 
Prudential, announcing the deal yesterday FeUx Cloy 

Pru buys M&G 
for agreed £1.9bn 


THE PRUDENTIAL, Britain’s 
biggest life insurer; is to buy 
M&G, the country’s largest unit 
trust group, in a £l.9bn agreed 
deal. 

The Pru, which said the deal 
plugs a gap in its range of long- 
term savings products, is mak- 
ing a cash offer of £25 a share, a 
premium of 40 per cent to 
Vfednesday's dosingshareprice. 

M&G, which has a customer 
base of 730,000 and same £l85bn 
funds under management, wifi 
operate as an autonomous unit 
withm the Pru, giving the group 
a unit trust business to stand 
alongside its growing stable of 
retail financial brands including 
Scottish Amicable and Egg. 

Sir Peter Davis, the Pru chief 
executive, said: “The combina- 
tion of the Prudential and M&G 
creates leading market posi- 
tions in the UK retail ami in- 
vestment product sectors.” 

Analysts said that the Pru 
needed to expand its unit trust 
business dramatically in re- 
sponse to the growing shift out 
of traditional E£e insurance and 
savings, a process that is likely 
to accelerate as a result of the 
Government's attempts to en- 


By Andrew Garfield 
F inancial Editor ' 

courage more people to save. 

M&G will take an the running 
of the Pro's existing unit trusts’ 
stable while the Pro will take 
over M&G’s institutional client 
base. There were also hints that 
Michael McLintock, M&G’s 
youthful chief executive, is being 
lined up as a potential long- 
term successor to Sir Fetor; 
who is 58 this yean 

M&G’s largest shareholder 
the Esmee Fbirbaim Charitable 
Trust, has agreed to sell its en- 
tire 3W per cent, conditional on 


the dealreceiving the necessary 
regulatory approval, as have 
M&G’s directors who own a fur- 
ther 0.44 percent 

Rod Khnt, the chairman of 
M&G, said the group had been 
courted over the past 18 months 
ty a number of potential buyers 
including the Halifax, Britain’s 
largest mortgage bank, but re- 
cently went back to the Pru- The 
Pru had originally approached 
M&G a year ago after deriding 
that it was the partner that 
made the most sense. “This is 
a good strategic fit but also a 
good cultural fit," Mr Kent said. 

Analysts said the Pru bad 


Charity collects 


THE ESMEE Ehirbairn Chari- 
table TTOst, a major donor to 
the arts and education, is 
M&G’s largest shareholder 
with 338 per cent It is named 
afro- the wife ofM&G’s founder 
Ian Fairbaim, who launched 
Britain's first unit trust, the 
First British Fixed Trust, in 
1931. Mrs Eairbairn was killed 


m the wan Backing for the trust 


White Dnzmmo0d& Company 
which had its own securities 
business known as Municipal 
& General Companies. Ry 1959 
the firm had outgrown its orig- 
inal parent and was floated on 
the glnrir exphangp The nam e 

was shortened to M&G in 1989. 


had to pay a pretty fafl price in 
return for having an exclusive 
run at M&G. But, having done 
so, it was now unlikely to see it- 
self trumped by a higher bid. 

Richard Burden at Goldman 
Sachs said: ‘This is a knock-out 
bid. But banks and insurance 
companies are not going cheap. 
This deal is strategically right' " 

The Pro is paying the equiv- 
alent of 10 per cent of assets 
under management That com- 
pares with the3 per cent paid by 
Merrill Lynch to buy Mercury 
Asset Management last year: 

Jonathan Bloomer; the Pro’s 
finance director; said: “The price 
is fall but fab: It reflects firstly 
the fact that the deal has a de- 
gree of certainty and second the 
scarcity value of M&G, which 
until yesterday was the only in- 
dependently quoted asset man- 
ager in the UK of any real size. 

“After having a couple of 
rough years, the changes 
Michael McLintock has made 
are starting to pay off" 

He expects cost savings of 
£lOm a year; mainly as a result 
of eliminating the costs associ- 
ated with M&G’s pic status and 
from pooling resources. 


Panel may force BICC bid disclosure 


THE TAKEOVER Panel could 
force Wassail the acquisitive 
mini-conglomerate, to reveal 
whether it is planninga takeover 
of BICC. the troubled cables 
and engineering group, within 
the next few weeks, writes 
Francesco Guerrera. 

Insiders believe that the reg- 
ulatory body could ask Wassail 
which has a stake of over 9 per 


cent in BICC, to declare its in- 
tentions in an official stockmar- 
faet announcement 

The Panel declined to com- 
ment but Wassail fuelled ru- 
mours of a bid yesterday when 
it said it could issue a high-yield 
bond of up to CiOOm to finance 
last year’s acquisition of Thom 
lighting Group. The chief ex- 
ecutive Christopher Miller said 


the deal would free up resources 
for acquisitions. 

Speculation of a bid by 
Wassail k nown as a shrewd 
buyer tf underper fo rming small 
firms, has been mounting since 
last month when the company 
said its investment might lead to 
an offer for BICC. 

The prospect tf a takeover 
sparked a rise in BICC shares, 


which had been savaged by a 
slump in the cables market In 
the three weeks since Wassail's 
statement the shares rose 34 per 
cent to 895p before falling back 
to yesterday’s 80.5p as the spec- 
ulation volatility is be- 

lieved to have triggered fears of 
a “false marker in the stock, 
wiffi investors encouraged to buy 
BICC shares intbe hope tf a bid. 


Lafontaine 
resignation 
sends euro 
soaring 


THE EURO soared yesterday af- 
ternoon after the surprise res- 
ignation of Oskar Lafontaine, 
the controversial German fi- 
nance minister; overshadow- 
ing record share price gains in 
London and New York. 

W ithin minutes of the an- 
nouncement, the euro, which 
had earlier languished near its 
record lows, gained more than 
2 cents against the dollar to 
$1.10 while German govern- 
ment bonds also made sharp 

gains 

Analysts said the euro, 
which has performed poorly 
a gains t, other leading curren- 
cies since its launch at the be- 
ginning of the year, would 
benefit from an end to the po- 
litical uncertainty caused by 
tensions within the German 
government 

There was also relief at an 
end to the public row between 
Mr Lafontaine and the Euro- 
pean Central Bank over Ms 
calls forinterest rates to be cut 

Alison Cottrell chief econo- 
mist at PaineWtebba; said: “The 
markets love it because Red 
Oskar has gone.” 

She said tiie removal of po- 
litical pressure on the Euro- 
pean Central Bank and the 
strengthening of the euro made 
an interest rate cut on the Con- 
tinent more likely. 

Gwyn Haccbe, an analyst at 
HSBC James Capel, said: “We 
can hope the next finance min- 
ister will keep his mouth shut, 
and will be rather more busi- 
ness-friendly." 

Before the announcement, 
leading UK and US shares 


BY DIANE COYLE 

AND LEA PATERSON 

stormed to new record highs, 
with analysts surprised yet 
again by the US economy’s ca- 
pacity for non-inflationary 
growth. 

The bullish sentiment on 
Wall Street spilled over to 
stocks in London, where (he 
FTSE 100 set both a new intra- 
day record and a new record 
dose. 

More than 1.2 billion shares 
changed han ds, and fay the end 
tf the day the FTSE was up 912 
points at 6,335.7, off its earlier 
peak of 6,360.3. 

The more broadly-based 
FTSE All Share Index also 
benefited from the Dow’s 
surge, setting a new record 
close of 2,90*34. 

Stronger-than-expected re- 
tail sales data helped the Dow . 
Jones to break through the 
9,900 barrier for the first time. 

Official estimates of retail 
sales growth in January were 

sharply revised upwards, from 

0.2 to 1 per cent Initial growth 
rates for February were also ro- 
bust 

Ken Wattret at Paribas said: 
“Wfc are now seemingly back to 
the Goldilocks scenario of low 
inflation, strong growth and 
the Fed just sitting on its 
hands.” 

The recent jump in oil prices 
gave shares in London and 
New York a helping hand. Oil 
producers, including Shell and 
BE all recorded sizeable gains 
an hopes that Opec would soon 
agree sizeable production cuts. 


Canary Wharf 
valued at £2bn 


CANARYWHARF, the giant office 
development in London’s dock- 
lands, has set the price range of 
its flotation at 280-350p, valuing 
the company at £1.9bn to £2Jttm 
and making it Europe's third 
largest property company. 

The group published its 
prospectus yesterday, saying 
that it is {daring 167m shares, 
representing some 25 per cent 
of the enlarged share capital 

The placing will be to insti- 
tutions only raising £4 70m to 
£585m. Peter Anderson, head of 
finance at Canary Wharf; said 
there would be no retail offer via 
private client stockbrokers or in- 
dependent financial advisers. 

Paul Reichmann’s family 
founded the development in the 
1980s only to lose control of it to 
the banks in the subsequent 
property crash. The secretive 
Canadian develops- came back 
at tiie head of an investor group 


BY JOHN WlLLCOCK 

in 1995. His 11 per cent stake in 
CanaiyWharfWl increase to 15 
per cent if he chooses to exer- 
cise warrants granted to him in 
the float - and if the shares top 
the strike price tf450p. 

George Iacobescu, Canary 
Wharf’s chairman, said that 
none tf the existing investors 
want to sell following the float, 
and that they have all agreed to 
a six month “lock-in" period. 

Altogether 17 senior execu- 
tives tf the group will be grant- 
ed options in the float equivalent 
to just over L5 per cent tf die 
share capital exercisable as 
long as the shares rise fay 15 per 
cent a year for three years. 

These executives already 
have a roughly equal number tf 
options granted previously, giv- 
ing them a stake in the float 
worth a possible £70m. 


Around the world’s Markets 


LONDON 


BLUE CHIPS roared to a record 
high. Footsie closed 94.2 points up 
at 6.335.7; at one time it was 118 to 
the good. Trading was again heavy 
with share turnover put at 1.3 
billion. The excitement spread to 
supporting shares, although their 
indices remain below their peaks. 

The El5bn Prudential takeover 
bid for the M&G unit trust group 
and a strong oil sector on hopes 
that Opec wfll cut production were 
the prime reasons for the advance. 
A rampant New York display was 
another important influence. 

Derek Pain, page 25 


NEW YORK 


THE DOW JONES broke through 
the 9,900 barrier for the first time 
yesterday, following the release of 
stronger-than-expected retail sales 
data. 

Oil stocks gained sharply for the 
second successive day amid opti- 
mism about sharp Opec production 
cuts. Chevron, the oil group, was 
among the Dow’s biggest gainers. 
Shares in rival Exxon also rose 
sharply 

Coca-Cola, which has lost 10 
per cent of its value over the last 
yeas rose on tiie back of a 
positive broker recommendation. 


TOKYO 


JAPANESE SHARES gave up most of 
their day’s gains as profit-taking set 
in during late Tokyo trade. The 
Nikkei 225 average dosed 22.14 
points higher at 15.502.14, having hit 
a high of 15,840.23 earlier in the day. 
Underlying sentiment was firm 
amid hopes that the economy could 

at last be on the road to recovery. 

Bank shares jumped in heavy 
volume, with traders bullish 
following recent confirmation of 
major restructuring plans. One said: 
U I can’t say that the sector has 
turned the corner yet, but it is 
getting better;" 




PARIS 


BNP’S BID for Socidte Ggn&ale 
and Paribas helped push volume 
on the Paris bourse to its second- 
highest level in history. Shares 
worth 4.1 billion enros changed 
hands, just short of the all-time 
record volume of 4.49 billion set 
in June last year. 

The CAC-40 eventually closed 
at 4184^8, up 22 points, having 
broken through 4,200 earlier in 
the session. About 4.3 per cent of 
SocGen’s share capital changed 
hands, pushing the share price up 
almost 14 per cent Paribas and 
BNP also ended sharply higher. 


FRANKFURT 


GERMAN STOCKS ended more 
titon i per cent higher, spurred on 
fay strong gains in the banking 
sector. Dresdner Bank surged 
almost 5 per cent and 
HypoVereinsbank 8.5 per cent oo 
the back of positive sentiment 
generated fay the BNP bid for rival 
French banks Paribas and SocGen. 
This helped the Xetra Dax index 
dose up 55.32 points at 4,785.37. 

News of the resignation of 
Oskar Lafontaine, the German 
finance minister, did not break 
until after the stock market had 
closed. 


* 


nira- executives tf Electra Flem- 
ing up to £30m If they succeed 
in realising over £l.9tai of assets. 

Roly Crawford, head of in- 
vestment trusts at ABN Amro. 

said the managers would need 

to improve the value of assets by 

only 6 per cent a year to get the 
rewards: “The whole issue is a 

bit smelly. Given that they are 

getting quite a good fee anyway 

you would have thought they 
would have a tougher task" 
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A fancy price for a household name 


THERE MIGHT already have been 
an American version of the same 
tnm& but as fiar as Britain is con- 
cerned, the concept of a unit trust 
wasmvented by a man called Ian 
sometime before the Seo- 


through a company called Mutual 
and General. This was the precur- 
sor of the present M&G Group. 


wbat in recent years has been an 



tna °c e a g ai n s t many of its peers, 
M&G remains today the most wide- 


trusts. Whether such brand aware- 
ness justifies the very fall price of 


for it is another 

The Pro’s Sir Peter Davies is 
forking out a whopping 35.3 
earnings, or about 10 per rent of 
funds under management Using 


this looks expensive against the 
3 per cent Merrill Lynch paid last 
I year for Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment ' 

MAM’S investment performance 
has been nothing to write home 
about of late either; but it has 
looked positively spariding against 
that of M&G, whose flagship (non) 


Outlook 

Recovery fund has 8 per 
cent in value in the last year alone. 
A recent survey by Bloomberg 
Money found that few independent 
fi n a nci al advisers - traditionally a 
lag source of sales for M&G -were 
prepared to recommend M&G to 
clients right now. 

Michael McLintock, managing 
director; claims to have changed the 
. investment approach at M&G quite 
raxficalty over the past twoyears. so 
that there are now trusts for all 
comers, from trackers to bonds and 
traditional “value" foods. Bis more 
than possible, therefore, that 
M&G’s present reputation for poor 
vaine lags the reality. Even so, the 
Pro has a hill to climb in persuad- 


ing the City it has not overpaid. 

The price justification lies prin- 
cipally in three things. The first is 
that M&G, unlike MAM, Is primar- 
itya higher-margin retail fund man- 
ager and can therefore expect to 
command a better price. Martyn 
Arbib’s Perpetual, for instance, 
trades at 11 percent of funds under 
management, and tbafs with no tad 
premium in the price at aU. 

The second is scarcity value - 
there aren’t many independent 
food management groups of size 
left to buy And the third is the en- 
banced value tijelfru might extract 
by passing M&G through its own 
distribution rfu»nn«»!« and via the 
greater marketing spend the Pru 
will be able to put behind M&G’s 
products. 

No one questions the Pro’s need 
to di versify in financial n>r vire<c ntvi 

add new products. Tb some evfent, 
it already has. As demand for tra- 
ditional life products faWen 
away the Pru has been active in get- 
ting its fingers into a number of dif- 
ferent pies. When the price of 
buying a bmkfing society, or newly 
converted bank, slipped away from 
him. Sir Peter set up Egg instead 
as a way of taking the Pru into the 
deposit and retail banking market 


With unit trusts. PEPs and other 
forms of retail fund management, 
he's going the acquisition route The 
strategy seems fine, but the price, 
given the very limited cost saving 
the Pro plans to extract from the 
takeover; seems a fancy one. 

Super Dow 

SO IT LOOKS like Abby Cohen is 
going to be right after aU “SuperbuIT 
Cohen, chief investment strategist 
at Goldman Sachs, caused much 
merriment among the stock market 
bears last autumn, when, at the 
height of the market turmoil, she 
predicted that the Dow could hit 
10,000 within a yean Ms Cohen has 
bad plenty of good market cans in 
her time, but this is the one she is 
Ekety to be remembered for. 

Six months on, with the Dow 
storming to yet another record 
high, it’s the gloom -and -doom mer- 
chants who have been left with egg 
on their face. Ms Coben, in contrast, 
has been folly vindicated. If any- 
thing her predictions are now look- 
ing a little on the cautious side. 

So the great Whll Street bull mar- 
ket rolls on apace. Or does it? The 
Dow Jones Industrial Average, to 


give the index its foil name, is far 
from representative of the US 
equity market as a whole. It con- 
sists of just 30 stocks, many of 
which, as the name suggests, are 
at the heartland of traditional US 
industry. 

Other US storks, particularly 
smaller companies, are faring less 
wefl. The Russell 2000 index of 
smafl-cap stocks, fin 1 example, e 
languishing almost 20 per cent 
below the high it hit in the spring 
of 1998. 

And among the bigger boys, the 
Dow Jones Transport Average is 
trading more than 10 per cent 
below its 1998 peak. Internet stocks, 
too, are beginning to fell oat of 
favour Amazon.com. once the mar- 
ket’s darling, is now around 25 per 
cent off its highs. 

In other words, the Dow gives a 
quite misleading impression of 
what is happening to US equities 
more generally. Nearly aB stock 
prices have recovered markedly 
from last autumn’s wobble, but the 
bulk of the market by number; if not 
value, remains subdued. 

The same cannot be said for the 
rest of the US economy. Judging by 
yesterday’s retail sales figures, the 
boom continues apace, with no 


sign of a let-up. The consequence 
of this is that eventually inflation win 
pick up again in the US - no econ- 
omy can withstand such an accel- 
eration in the pace of spending 
without generating some price 
pressures somewhere. Any resur- 
gence in inflation is bound, by 
prompting a rise in short-term in- 
terest rates, to put the brakes on the 
Dow’s recent breathtaking pace of 
growth. 

Unfortunately, predicting that 
eventually there will be a pro- 
longed setback in the Dow is the 
easy hit Much more difficult is to 
pinpoint the timing and depth of any 
such correction. In the meantime, 
it is bard to disagree with the 
seemingly infallible Ms Cohen that 
the Dow bull has got a little bit 
longer to run yeL 

Electric defence 

MICHAEL STODDART, chairman 
of Electra Investment Trust, has 
stirred the pot and come up with a 
really quite decent defence against 
Si’s unwanted £1 2tm bid. 

For Mr Stoddart, this takeover 
battle is about more than just 
money. Electra is very much his 


own brainchild. He has invested 
much of his life's work in this com- 
pany, which was founded in 1973. 
Over the years. Electra has con- 
tained some fabulous investments. 

It has always irked him that 3i 
manages to trade at a premium to 
assets, while his own baby lan- 
guishes at a chunky discount Over 
the years, this difference has 
gnawed at his soul. When 3j made 
its surprise bid in January; it there- 
fore seemed more like an insult 
than an offer. 

So he is desperate to see the in- 
vader off Net assets have been val- 
ued at 9l5p a share and there’s to 
be a tender offer to buy back -10 per 
cent of the trust’s capital. You 
never realty know what a venture 
capital trust is wortlu since its in- 
vestments are largely unquoted. 
One person’s guess is as good as an- 
other’s. But if 3i is prepared to pay 
705p in paper and cash, it isa raring 
certainty that it is worth quite a lot 
more. 

The judgement investors have to 
make is whether 786p a share Tor 
40 per cent of their holding, plus 
their remaining holding in the high ' 
ty geared rump, is worth mure , 
than 70Sp for the whole. The mar i 
ket is right to say that it is. ! 


A £30bn merger to shatter the 7 me f 

w thpir W^tp^rlnn 

cosy world of French banking over Eurostar 


^fews Analysis: BNP’s bid for two of 
its rivals has broken the taboo on 
hostile takeovers in France. If it goes 
through, anything could happen 


IN FRANCE, they do these 
things differootty Or they used 
to. 

This week's hostile take- 
over bid fay France’s second- 
largest bank, - Banque 
Nationale de Paris (BNP), for 
the country's fourth and fifth- 
biggest -banks has left the 
French government and fi- 
nancial world ■ gasping for' 
breath.Tftbe£36hnthree-way 
merger goes^ahead- and that 
must still be open to doubt -it 
C&fcild be the largest financial 


by John Li chfield 
in Paris • 

tainly not fee first in France in 
recent years. It is also a further 
example of how the mming of 
the euro, and the lowering of 
barriers to financial services in 
the EU, are forcing the re- 
structuring and rationalisation 
of the European banking sector 
■'* ' tookedaianotherway, how- 
ever, there is something more 
dassirally French about BNP’s 
approach and its motives. The 






in French history ‘BNP director-general, Michel 


and the second largest in the 
history of world banking. 

Overnight, it would give the 
Fiench banking industry- tra- 
ditionally weakened fay mod- 
erate size and government 
interference - one of the largest 
private banking groups in the 
world. The new bank would be 
theiargfctin Euroland and the 
third largest in the EU. 

ThestartlingofferbyBNP- 
asifNatWest and Barclays had 
agreed to merge and Lloyds 
TSB stepped in to buy both - 
shattered several French 
taboos at one stroke. There was 
no consultation, between the 
top-brass of the companies (as 
foere had been when the target 
•banks, Sodete GOafirale and 
JJaribas agreed amicably to 
join forces last month). There 
was no consultation with the 
government which is now 
threatening to intervene. There 
was no consultation with the 
powerful banking unions. 

Tb this extent, the proposed 
merger is an example of the 
march of tougher Anglo-Saxon 
attitudes through the cosy and 
corpora tist world of French 
business. This is the first hos- 
tile takeover bid In the French 
banking industry but it is cer- 


PAerean. seems to be more in- 
terested In size and empire- 
bunding for its own sake than 
rationalisation or efficiency or 
shareholder value. 

He promises to create a 
French bank of global scale, 
which would be capable of 
competing succesfuDy in Euro- 
land and the world. Economies 
of scale, however would most- 
ly be found by merging the 
three banks’ computer net- 
works and possibly their head- 
quarters. 

There would be be no clo- 
sure of high street banks, even 
though BNP and Soctete 
GdnArale branches stand aide 
by side in small towns all over 
France. Paribas is' a commer- 
cial bank but also has region- 
al and local offices which would , 
it is promised, remain un- 
scathed. There would be no en- 
forced redundancies. 

Mr Pebereau, 58, is not an 
entrepreneur in the Anglo- 
Saxon sense. He is an arche- 
typical Frendi bureaucrat and 



Michel Pebereau Geft), director-general ofBNR arriving in London on Wednesday with the chief operating officer; 
Baudouin Pro! BNP's offer is the first hostile bid in the French banking industry James MarganlReuters 


FRANCE’S STATE-owned rail- 
way may have met its Waterloo. 
SNCFand the Belgian state op- 
erator SNCB are surrendering 
key functions in the running of 
Eurostat the international pas- 
senger rail service, to a new 
company based at the London 
train station named after 
Wellington's famous mffitary vic- 
tory. 

Eurostar Group will be runty 
a board of directors from the 
three operating railways, and 
headed by Hamisb Tayloi; the 
managing director of Eurostar 
(UK), who wiD become its chief 
executive. 

The group said the catatyst for 
the move had been the award of 
the management contract for 
Eurostar (UK), the private sec- 
tor British operating arm, to 
Inter-Capital and Reg onal Rail 
aCRR), a consortium of SNCE 
SNCB, British Airways and Na- 
tional Express. 

Last week Eurostar said it 
had increased revenues by 29 
percent in 1998 following a cost- 
cutting programme and better 

marfepting 

Mr Taylor said Tfwewishto 
continue tins excellent prog ress 
we must remove the internal 
barriers that operating as three 


By Philip Thornton 
Transport Correspondent 

separate companies inevitably 
create.” 

Eurostar Group said the new 
structure would allow greater ef- 
ficiencies, fester decision mak- 
ing and would eliminate 
duplication - or even triplication 
-of activities and costs. 

Under the new system, a 
number of key functions - com- 
mercial, budgets, co-onfinatjon, 
corporate communications, 
legal services and IT systems - 
will be run from Waterloo on be- 
half of tiie three railways. But 
production, andflaiy revenue, 
sales and personnel will remain 
the domains of each company: 

David Azema, the chairman 
of Eurostar Group, said- “It will 
not be dominated ty any of the 
three countries involved but 
presents an opportunity to en- 
hance this cosmopolitan expe- 
rience and create a unique 
public/private sector; pan-Eu- 
ropean business model.” 

Eurostar (UK) last week an- 
nounced it bad cut its annual 
losses from £L35m to £90m and 
forecast it would break even on 
target in 2005, five years before 
the ICRR franchise expires. 


uateoftheENA efite finishing 
school for crvfl servants, a for- 
mer chefde cabinet at the fi- 
nance minis try 

His curriculum vitae is sim- 
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jlartothoseoft^faerENA grad- 
uates who brought such misery 
to French state-owned enter- 
prises, such as Elf and Credit 
Lyonnais in the 1980s and early 
1990s. 

His declared motives - the 
creation of a French banking 
champion o£ global impor- 
tance - are the same as those 
which drove Crtditlycnnais to 
a series of grandiose schemes 
and breathtaking losses, for 
which the French taxpayer is 
still footing the faflL 

Unlike that unhappy dirigiste 
experiment, theproposed Gallic 
banking giant would be pri- 
vately owned and would be 
pla cing private capital at risk. 
The root problem with Credit 
Lyonnais - a French version of 
the Savings and Loans scandal 
in America - was that the 
banks executives were allowed, 
or even encouraged, to pecu- 
late with piMc or puWkty guar- 
anteed funds. 

The main driving force be- 
hind the double BNP bid is 
France’s most succesfid private 
financial institution, the insur- 
ance grotq> AXA - the second 

largest insurance company in 


the world and the new sponsor 
of the FA Cup. 

Claude B£b£ai; President 
of Axa, which owns a large 
chunk of both BNP and 
Paribas, is said to see the new 
super-bank as the vehicle that 
ran drive French capitalism 
into the 2ist century. Mr 
Bdbtau, Hio is a more Anglo- 
Saxon type of businessman, 
expects to be riding in the 
back-seat of this Gmousme. call- 
ing at least some of the routes 
and destinations. 

Despite his civil service 
background, it is Mr Pebereau 
who is taking the bigger risk. 
If he fells, he is likely to lose his 
job. His four previous a tt em pts 
to take over smaller French 
banks have failed. 

The double bid for the other 
banks - it^ would be an “associ- 
ation” of equals, be claims, not 
atakeover-gives Mr P€bereau 
the satisfaction of scrambling 
the plans of the Finance Min- 
ister Dominique Strauss-Kahn. 
The finance ministry had, in 
the traditional corporatistlash- 
ion, warmty welcomed the 
Paribas-SG merger; which Left 
BNP in the cold. Mr Strauss- 
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1 Citigroup . . 

2 ‘ " BankAm erica ' 

3 LfoydsTSB 

A . . HSBC Holdings - 

5 Chase Manhattan 

.6 •. USS 

7 Bank One . . 

8 V - . WtfJsFarge 

*9 Bank Of Tokyo-MlcsubisN 

.10 - First Union 

BNP/SO/Partbas combfaMd 
Ct^dltSuisse . 

12 ' Bardays 

13 -ftottMesr 

14 Sumitomo 
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16 . Halifax ^ 

39 BMP "*'7 7 " 

4Q Baik of Scotland 

41 • " ' Royal Bank of Scotland 

42 • Wachovia 

43 . •' ftars&hgBank 

44 PNC Bank 

45 ' • : Fup Bank . 

46 SMiitcGaocnle 

47 Paribas 

48 Keycorp 
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•Kahn seemed to be doing little 
to help BNP in its ambition to 
take control of part of Credit 
Lyonnais when it is finally pri- 
vatised later this year. 

Now; Mr Strauss-Kahn, the 
meet Blairist and reconstruct- 
ed of French socialists, faces 
a dflemma At one level, the 
BNP proposals offer him just 
what successive French gov- 
ernnments have wanted: a 
French bank capable of play- 
ing with the world's big boys 
and promoting France’s wider 
commercial interests. 

But the manner of Mr 
FSbereaifs bid suggests that 
the putative giant- Sodete de 
Banque de Paris (SBP) is the 
working title - might break 1 
free once and from aU from gov- 
ernment influence on the bank- 
ing sector Mr Strauss-Kahn 
might welcome that in theory 
but is Hkety to be more doubt- 
ful about the implications in 
practice. 

The creation of such a giant 
also reduces the government's 
options for the privatisation erf 
Credit Lyonnais and might 
make some form of foreign 
stake in the recuperating, 
state-owned bank inevitable. 
Worse, it might have started a 
free-for-all in which large, for- 
eign banks come looking for a 
wider share of the spoils, 
including; if Mr Pebereau Ms, 
BNP itself. Once the taboo an 
hostile takeovers has been 
broken anything could happen. 

The signs are that the 
French government will do 
evmythingm its power to Mock 
the proposed merger If so, the 
battle wiD be a bloody and in- 
structive one, pitting the 6- 
□ance ministry aid the Banque 
de France against France’s 
second biggest bank and - in 
AXA - its most succesfhl fi- 
nancial institution. 

That should show bow much 
Colbertian power to intervene 
in the private economy the 
French government retains in 
this global market-driven age. 
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ue to Save the worid from glob- 
al recession? At the recent 
Davos meeting; the US Vice 
President A1 Gore, Treasury 
Secretaiy Robert Ruttn and his 
deputy Larry Summers all made 
the point that the US could not 
continue to be the main source 
of consumption in die world. 
Other countries had to pick up 
(he baton. 

On flfednesday Robert Rubin 
said it again. “Ms is not,” he 
said, referring to tha iwHftTano^ 
between growth in the US and 
the rest af&ewnrid, “a long-term 
healthy situation- To have a 
healthy global economy over a 
trained period of time, all the 
J ?bqQr parts need to be healthy” 
He stfll expected the US to have 
solid growth this year; bat was 
concerned abcufciheprospectfcr 
2000 and beyond. Europe and 
Japan had to pump up domestic 
demand. 

Eventually they may - more 
of that in a moment -but mean- 
while how long can Americans 
continue to go on boosting 
spenrSng? Here, onRodeo Drive, 
the epicentre of Wfest Coast 
American consumerism, the 
boom continues wi& determined 
zeaL Tb the British viator the 
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The Americans will 
shop till they drop - 
or at least until Wall 
Street drops 


BUT WALL STREET hasn't- And 
many case (here is such mo- 
mentum behind the spending 
boom, it will surely take some 
time to stow down. In January it 
cfimbed by $J4.7bn, the largest 
increase to three years. The re- 
sult of such confidence by con- 
sumers is shown in the graph: 
the US looks Eke having anoth- 
er year when growth in coo- 
snmption, at 3J3 per cent, will 
exceed ^owth in the ecommyas 
a whole of 3.4 per cent No other 
Group of Seven country seems 
Bbely to reach 3 percent growth 
eitherin consumption arin GDP 


plyhawingakrtofiLtAgoades- 
amplfi is midear power Nuclear 
power stations cost roughly 
three-times as rp”e h as con- 
ventional ones, so switching 
from conventional to nod ear 
power shows up as high er in- 
vestment But the actual power 
producedisnoln^ifiraDdcon- 
snmption has had to be lower So- 
ciety is poorer as a result) 
Nevertheless, if high con- 
somptifln shows up in a wide cur- 
rent account defiat as it has in 
(he US, it does tritimaleJy become 
unsustainable. The defeat is now 
3 per cent oE GDE UK con- 
samptiop is relatively high too, 
butwMft the corraot account has 
deteriorated sharply since last 
summer it was actually in sur- 
ptos in the first part of 1998, and 
the deficit will sffll be only about 
<15 per cent of GDP thisyeac Vfe 
are more or less OK-the US is 
pushing the limits. 


fell in share prices, which in turn 
would iead to a further weaken- 
ing in consumption, and so on. 

The bey will be Japan and 
Germany parity because their 
size is so great Private con- 
sumption in Japan and Ger- 
many combined is $3,750bn, 
compared with the US at 
$5g500bn.N6 other country in the 
wmidamsumesover$l^00tm- 
Britain and Stance are each 
about SKObn. 

The Japanese tale of woe 
continues Al most certainty for 
this year and the best hope is that 
growth wiS be resumed at last by 
2000. Gennany you might expect 
wouldprofitfrni the general Eu- 
ropean tgrtum, but the &ct that 


three months oflastyearis omi- 
nous. German consumers say in 
surveys that they are becoming 
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ping in Los Angeles is that you 
don't even need to park your can 
The store does that to you. If 
valet parking were brought to 
^rent Cross thfafc how ™«* 
more rewarding the shopping ex- 
perience would be. America of- 
fers not csily an abundance of 
goods; it also offers, at least to 
the rich, an abundance of service. 

But, of course, American con- 
sumption isnot sustained just by 
thegfilayTOast Coast Tlbu would 
expect, given what has hap- 
pffiedto mpnm^ ^tBMvyi finls ,frft 
rich to be selktoofident about 
thrir economic futures and to 
want to show it What is perhaps 
more remarkable is the breadth 
of the boom, for the not-so-wefl- 
cff are-spending more too. That 
shows in the savings figures, or 
rather lack of savings figures, for 
househokl saving weht'nega 1 . 
tzve lastautunsn-Ebr-toeyear - 

a whole it was <mly 05 per cent, 
the lowest level since 1933. 


The proportion of consump- 
tion to GDP will therefore rise 
further ft is alreatfy (see graph) 
the highest of the G7 countries 
at nearly 68 per cent of GDR 
more than 10 percentage points 
higher than Germany. There is 
nothing wrong with reasonably 
high nmrwirmptimi rates in file 
sense that the whole purpose of 
an economy is to give people the 
best possible standard of living. 
The popular view that con- 
sumptkuissaniefaowbadandin- 
vestment good ignores the fact 
that alotafwhat is classed as in- 
vestment may simply be wasted, 
as Japan has shown. 

Using investment effioenify is 
much more important than sim- 


WHAT THE US consumer is 
doing, howevez; is enonnoiBly 
helj^totheworidecocoinyat 
this particular time. If the toe- 
casts fo9* Strong WH Himptinn 
growth in the chart are riband 
3 Mr Huban is also ri^it in ex- 
pecting solid US growth this 
year; thm there is a window of 
opportunity for Europe and 

■Iflp^ta chSfaiP np tWnaTVI art thnk 

the baton can be passed from 
America to the rek of the de- 
veloped world by 2000. 

Assume then that the US 
consumers can be relied upon to 
defivergood g ro wth t hi syeacBut 
assume too that if they weaken 
the problem will be translated 
quickly into share values. 

Just this week a survey fay 
Mercer Management Consul- 
tants looked atlOO of the top MOO 
US companies that had sud- 
denfy lost 25 per cent or more of 
their stock market value in re- 
cent years. The most important 
single reason fiirtfaat loss ofvalue 
was unexpectedly soft consumer 
demand It is very easy to print 
the gloomy scene of a weaken- 


more optimistic, but (to not yet 
seem to be buying much more. 

At least the big picture of file 
world economy is becoming 
(tearec'Weknowthetwoqitts- 
tions- Question one fee will the US 
consumers carry on spending 
hard until demand elsewhere 
picks up? And question two is: 
when they ease up, will Japan- 
ese and German consumers 
pack up the running? 

The intuitive answer to the 
firstqaestion,whidiIthihkar7- 
one spenrfing some time in the 
US would give, is that the boom 
stE has considerable legs. Amer- 
icans are very setf-confident at 
the moment They are doing the 
world a great service. It is thdr 
patriotic duty to spend money 
They will shop till theydrop-or 
at least tffiWaQ Street drops. 

Star Japan and Germany of 
course, themoodisutteriyrif- 
toent It is tiieir patriotic dulyto 
be cautious and save money. 
ConsumptimwifieventiiaDyre- 
covei; for it always does. Bat they 
need to learn a little of toe Rodeo 
Drive culture if they are to save 
the world economy Maybe they 
should introduce valet parking 


THE GREAT AMERICAN CONSUMER 
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jtins ^jecaing must be the 
result of rising store prices, 
rather as Britans in the late 
1980s were prepared tocany on 
spending because they Jett rich 
on the back of rising house 
prices. The Dow Jones indexhit 
another aMme high this week 
and seems tobeheaing towards 
the 10,000 mark. This leads to tto 
obvious question of ^riiat mi^ht 
happen were TOE Street to fell 
sharply. 
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Sir Stuart Hampson, the John Lewis chairman, and 900 staff opening the chain's 24th store yesterday Colin Beere 


John Lewis profits drop 17% 


JOHN LEWIS Partnership, the 
department store and Wait- 
rose retailer; yesterday warned 
of a “sticky tew months ahead" 
as it reported a 17 per cent foil 
in full-year profits. 

However, a VAT refund 
means that the partnership’s 
39,000 staff will receive a prof- 
it share bonus equivalent to 19 
per cent salary; although this is 
down from bet year's 22 per 
cent payment 

This will give the entry level 
£8.000*yearsh(?AxMrwfflkera 
£1,400 pay-out while a £24,000-a 


By NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 


-year manager will get £X800. 

Commenting on the outlook, 
Stuart Hampson, the John 
Lewis chairman, said: “1 toe- 
see a sticky few months ahead. 
The second half might be a tit- 
tle easier as we run towards the 

mflUmnmm, hnt thk k a yyar far 

taking every week as it canes. ” 
He added that he had seen 
nothing in Ibesday’s Budget to 
lead to a “feel good factor”. But 
he added: “All we need is for a 


little more confidence among 
consumers to blow non-food re- 
tailing out of the doldrums," 
fur nishings and fabrics did 
well but the audio-television 
ranges were hit fay "customer 
hesitation” as digital products 
are introduced. 

Stripping out a £33 ,5m VAT 
refund, profits foil 17 per cent 
to £225m on sates up 2 per cent 
to £3.5bn. Mr Hampson was 
downbeat on prospects for the 
group's 23 department stores, 
which saw flat sales last yean 
He pointed to 1 


at the turn of the year as an in- 
dicator of the immediate trad- 
ing pattern. 

The flat figures included the 
Cribbs Causeway store which 
opened near Bristol last year. 
TVro other large stores are due 
to open at the Bluewater Park 
shopping centre, which opens 
in Kent on Tuesday, and at 
Glasgow’s Buchanan Gallery at 
the end of the month. 

Sales in the Waitrose super- 
markets rose 3 per cent and a 
store expansion programme is 
underway at the chain. 


Old Mutual members 
to get £400 windfall 


MEMBERS OF Old Mutual, the 
South African-based life in- 
surer, yesterday voted over- 
whelmingly in favour of 
demutualising the society in 
a decision that will benefit 
5,000 UK policyholders. 

More than 99.5 per cent of 
votes cast by Old Mutual 
were in favour of floating the 
insurer; bringing 300 windfall 
shares worth more than £400 
to each member: Only 03 per 
cent of voters were opposed. 

The vote has been por- 
trayed as a moment of “eco- 
nomic empowerment” in 
South Africa, where the value 
of the windfall equates to 
more than a year's salary for 
large proportion of the 
members. 

Mike Levett, Old Mutual's 
chairman and chief execu- 
tive, said: “This is a mile- 
stone in the history of Old 
Mutual. We are delighted that 


BY ANDREW VERITY 


so many members took part 
and voted ‘Yes*. 

“We can now move forward 
with the implementation of 
our plans for the benefit of 
members, Old Mutual and 
Southern African.” 

The insurer will list in 
London as well as Johannes- 
burg. Shares in file insurer are 
expected to begin trading to- 
wards the end of June with an 
estimated share price of 11 to 
14 rand, or around £1.25. 

The result of the ballot, an- 
nounced at a special general 
meeting held in Cape Town, 
South Africa, was the climax 
of more than 18 months of 
preparation. 

The intention to float the 
insurer - by for the largest 
usurer in South Africa - was 
first made public in August 
1997. 


It will benefit not only South 
African and British policy- 
holders, but also members in 
Bermuda, Malawi Namibia 
and Zimbabwe - subject to the 
approval of the courts in each 
country. 

More than 900 employees of 
Capel Cure Sharp, the private 
client broker; are also set to re- 
ceive 300 stores each. 

The insurer has run oper- 
ations in the UK since the 
early part of the century, own- 
ing Old Mutual International 
and Old Mutual Asset Man- 
agement in the UK 
But it has made few signif- 
icant inroads into the UK life 
insurance market 
Some observers have been 
critical of the insurer’s record 
on lapsing life insurance poli- 
cies - a key factor in judging 
the quality of financial ad- 
vice provided by its sales 
people. 
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Amey bid for Servisair trumped 


SERVISAIR, the airport ser- 
vices group, looked set to fall 
into foreign hands last night 
after the French company Fe- 
nauille trumped an £81. 5m 
hostile bid from Amey, the UK 
construction firm, with a £94m 
cash offer. 

Servisair, which handles 
baggages and passengers in 
several UK and European air- 
ports, recommended the 
Paris-based support services 
group’s offer of 23 Op a share - 
a 15 per cent premium to 
Amoy’s 200p bid. 

The appearance of the 
French white knight prompt- 
ed several major shareholders 

in Servisair, including 
Schraders, Framlington and 


BY FRANCESCO GUERRERA 


Standard Life, to sell their 
stakes. 

FenauIDe was believed to be 
very dose to the 50 per cent 
threshold last night, after buy- 
ing around 29 per cent of 
Servisair’ s capital in the mar- 
ket and receiving undertakings 
for another 20 per cent Servi- 
sair stores jumped 24.5p to 
23lp. 

Amey refused to comment 
but insiders said that it was ex- 
tremely unlikely to increase its 
bid. Other potential bidders, in- 
ducting the transport group 
Go-Ahead and the venture 
capitalist Compass were also 
considered out of the running. 


John Willis, the Servisair 
chairman, said that the offer fay 
Penauille, one of France’s 
largest aiport services busi- 
nesses, represented “good 
value for our shareholders and 
an excellent opportunity foc_ 
Servisair to develop interna- 
tionally”. 

The deal will create a group 
with turnover of around £45Qm 
and over 29,000 employees. 

Mr Willis, who witi remain in 
charge of Servisair's UK 
business* said the geographical 
fit was excellent as Servisair 
has no operations in France 
and Penauille needed to ex- 
pand in the UK and the rest of 
Europe. 

He said he did not expect 


any redundancies among 
Servisair's 5,000 staff. 

The Servisair takeover is a 
victory for Jean-Claude Pe- 
nauille. the chairman, chief ex- 
ecutive and controlling 
shareholder of the French firm. 

Mr Penauille has grown the 
company from a small cleaning 
firm into a company quoted on 
the Paris bourse with a market 
value of over £2 00m and opera- 
tions ranging from industrial 
cleaning to facilities manage- 
ment The success by Penauffle 
is a major blow for Amey, which 
wanted to acquire Servisair to 
boost its transformation from 
low-margiu construction group 
into a high growth services 
company. 


Rexam set for 
further sell-offs 

REXAM, the paper and films 
group, yesterday said it 
hoped to sell its printing and 
buildiog/cngineering 

businesses by the end of this 
year and was looking for 
more bolt-on acquisitions. 

The group, which recently 
received the go-ahead from 
Brussels for its £380m 
merger with the Swedish 
packaging group PLM, has 
sold over 20 businesses in the 
past two years. 

Shares in Rexam 
yesterday closed down 2p at 
202£p after it reported a 
slight fell in pre-tax profits 
before goodwill and 
exceptional from £l90m to 
£i8fim last year. 


Leisure merger 

ALLIED LEISURE, the ten- 
pin bowling group, yesterday 
announced an all-share 
merger with the snooker 
halls operator European 
Leisure in deal that will 
create a new group worth 
£68m. 

Allied Leisure yesterday 
reported a rise in profits 
before tax to £1.6m <£l.5m> in 
the second half of 1998. 


Watchdogs move 

OFFER AND OFGA5, the gas 
and electricity watchdogs, 
wfll merge into a central 
office in London within the 
next yean the director- 
general for electricity and 
gas supply. Call urn McCarthy, 
said yesterday. Offer trill 
move from Birmingham 
while Ofgas will move out of 
its current London premises 
into new larger premises 
which it will share with 
Oiga&- 


BA goes Dutch 

BRITISH AIRWAYS has signed 
up Base Airlines, a Dutch 
carrier, as a franchise 
partner; adding seven routes 
to its European network. 
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Saatchi celebrates 
31% profits rise 


SAATCHI & SAATCHI, the ad- 
vertising group, is likely to 
make double-digit margins in 
the current year aftoraiang its 
return on sales to 9.3 per cent 
in 1998, writes Peter Thai 
Larsen. 

Reporting a 31 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits before ex- 


ceptionals 


.BobSeetert, 


the chairman, said the outlook 
to Saatchi & Saatchi was bet- 
ter than it tod been to a long 
time. Last year was the first foS 
year of trading for the compa- 
ny following its demerge' from 
the advertising giant CordUmt 
He pointed out that Saatdn’ 
& Saatchi bad woe $500m of net 
new business in 1998 - more 


than in the previous two years 
combined. Much of the new 
business had come from two of 
file company’s largest clients, 
Procter & Gamble and Tbyota 

Since the start of the new 
year; Saatchi & Saatchi had 
added a further $2oom of new 
business. “We are now posi- 
tioned as a global agency on a 
world stage,” to said. 

Mfr Seelert dismissed sug- 
gestions that Saatchi & Saatchi 


might be reunited with its 
founders, Maurice and Charles 
Saatchi, who are running their 
own rival agency. Mr Seelert 
said no talks tod taken place 
between the two, adding: “We 
are two veiy different animals.” 
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ument Ofl& Gas gafned4.75p 

to42J25p. 

Supporting shares canfin- 


4.1 I * 

lU MilM 


f n ft« ?**> 
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previous high. 

Schraders, debate its fre- 
‘ I ;; > quent protestations that it fa- 

■■ terate to remain independent, 

•1 ', A romped ahead with the voting 

. shares gaining I58p to l,440p, 

ifl - ' weflbekrw their reccrd, and &e 
v hMi« tiii-ijjJ non voting 10^0 to 147^). 

National Westminster 
' r » T> ^ rt R ;*»3:a h r Bank joined the cash party 

KK.M*. ,»jjy ■’ with a 71^ addition to !,486p and 


K&H OPTIONS, one of the 
two London firms which 
dealt in traditional traded 
options, has ceased 
trading. 

It is thought to have 
been hit by the coQapse of 
Irish stockbroker MMI 
which it pot into 
liquidation last month. 

At the time Philip 
Kitchener; one of K&H’s 
principals, was unable to 
confirm marke t rumours 
that his firm was owed 
more than £lm. 

No comment was 
available from K&H 
yesterday . il »<• . i ; 


rj&gxiays, down to 838p in Oc- 
TSber, jumped 79p to 1^893p, 

‘ just 56p below the fai^i point 
1 readied last summec 

Others to move ahe^l 
included Uoyds TSB, 40p to 
' 980p, and Standard C ha rtmed 
3^> to 92R5p. Perpetual, the 
fimd manager, rose 4i25p to 
4,042^p and Amvescap added 

. 275pto646Jp.ThePrud5^)ed 
- 16^p to 797.5p. 

BP Amoco ted the oslsurge. 

' The depressed seeks; in toe 
dumps as the crude price has- 
; ooBepsed,wasinfiamedbysug- 
gestions that Opec would later 
txx^sandkm production cuts, 

. which nfKJirpnKTngi y prompted 

’ the crude price to strengthen. 

. BH which has suffered much 
less riamagg thaw other oil 
.-.groups as tracker fends have 
tjsen forced to increase toririo- 
vestmoits Mowing the Amoco 
deal, flared 92p to a l,0Sl^p 
peak. Shell, helped by buy- 
: back, plans, rose 33.75p to 
39&75p. 

Enterprise Oil, results 
today put on 1 R5p to 321^) and 
Lasmo 15pto I35p. 

The two are tafldng meiger 
and there are hopes the En- 
. terprise fig ure s could be ac- 
; compared by details of a deal 

’ ^ gtfhfgigh itis frnm en fhat T 
has other suitors. Among the 


tfices are stiH well below then- 
peaks. The nrid-cap-index 
gained 843 to 54933 and the 
small c^> 193 to 23531 Mariffit 
turnover was again above one 
tafficm shares, reading rowe 

than 1 a hilKwCT 

Other takeover bids helped 
generate the action. Besides 
M&G, aimd^coDsfitaeQfc Al- 
lied Leisure, unchanged at 
27.^ te bidding for European 
Leisure, up i9pto BUfe and 

painfe mab»r galnq fmpw i v Bd 

I73p to 130p as 66 per cent 
shareholder; the Freneh Tbtal 
group, signalled it -wanted foil 
controL - 

Servisam, toe flimraft siq>- 
pert group, (imbed 245p to 23lp 
as a white kni^it, in toe sh^ie 
of another FYehdi group Pe- 
namDe, ^jprared, trunyingthe 
bosfflecffi^frtxnAmeythecon- 
structMgroq^lheFraach are 
offering 230p a share against 
Amey , s20Gp. It is thought they 
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tacked up shares in toemazket 
and with acceptances already 
have almost 50 per cent of 
Servisair’scapitaL 
Saltire,adstributorrfelec- 
tngjcco nponentkfinned2. 7^? 
to 7p on management buy-out 
talks. Butnot alldeals are con- 
summated. Packaging group 
Jarvis Porter fell 8p to 75p as 

bid dscusstons were caDedcffi 
And Eto^sh China CTays at 
one tone touched 232p an wor- 
ries that the £756m tod from toe 
Frendi hnetal group will be 
blocked toe shares ended un- 
changed at 234j>p against the 
250poSeE 

Signet, the jewefla; was the 
most hearityfradedshare^ with 
Seaq putting turnover at 843 
milEon shares with fee price up 
ZSg at 4&25p. SG Securities 
Bfted its target price to 60p. 

Scottish & Southern, the 
electricity group, slipped IS ip 
to £32£p as a large line of 
shares was placed. 

BaoTinto and BSfiton were 


do w n from 71p. Geo lu t na ri Ke 
M«fia gained afnrtherl25p to 
77 Sp on stories (rf a fink with 
Nokia. Reflex, toe reflective 
inks group, finned Ip to 6p 
after moving Tnfn thp 
black. 

Peter Black, toe fashion 
andhealtbeare products group, 
firmed 15p to 317^(mindica- 
tkns toat it is the tostributor of 
CMasene, the much heralded 

herbal oplhifitep fil jarov’hpd ftrig 


round of ^>eculative 


Depnel life 6p to 175p but 
Styto, the shoe-shop chaio, in- 
vested more problems on the 
hfeb street, feUmg2L5p to 34^) 


results in tough conditions 


helped by finner metal prices. 
Rtorose445pto872pand:B3- 
fiton, ahead of an investment 
dinner with Scfcroders, gained 
8p to 142fip. Biffiton, fee South 
African group soot to be^aned 
in the Ibotde by South African 
Breweries has held a series of 
investment meetings lately 

Reed International, the 
British publishing arm ofReed 
Eisevies;fefl332Spto5325pan 
toe no growth warning, and 
Tnifai contimied to 
weaken on the bade, of last 
week’s fignres. 

tfetas again displayed that 
sinking feefing on worries abfflit 
the Government’s ta gnaifeH 
probe. GaDaher, the tobacco 
gri»p tax zfis way out of ^ thelbot- 
se, dropped another lip to 
38L25p on its acquhdtion of RJ 
Reynokfe British tijprette busi- 
ness. 

BuSders, on results, moved 
ahead; construction group 
Keller finned 26p to 2383p 
after a 21 per cent profits ad» 
vance. Engineess continued to 
strengthen with Gtynwed In- 
ternational lQi higher, at 
227^p. Chemicals were also 
firm. Laporte, ahead of figures 
next week, hardened 47.5p to 
6323p. '• 

Mediakey, toe publishei; 
rose 2^ to 7.^. It is in talks 
which may lead to a cash in- - 
jecticn-The shares have ««» 


EDINBURGH FUND 
Managers rose 425p to 
355p; not on the back of 
the M&G bid but bec^ise 
it was named as tiie active 
fimd manager tor the new 
Bank of Scotland 
Investors’ Chib. 

- The company was 
chosen after a beauty 
parade. EFM has recently 
concluded fimd manager 
agreements with Clerical 
Medical International and 
Albany International. The 
shares were once 758p. - 
After yesterday’s progress . 
the fimd manager is: 
capitalised at £99m. ' . 


As befits an IT group these days 
Axon made a spectacular 
debut, dosing at 254p from a 
175p plating price. Dresdner 
Kkrinwort Benson thinks the 
shares have further to go. 

SEAQ VOLUME; 13bn 
SEAQ TRADES: 98*46 
GILT S: 115-04 +230 


By NIGEL COPE 

Associate ntyEtofag 

DIAGEO, Britain’s biggest 
drinks group, yesterday defiv- 
ered a sofid set of half-year 
results in spite of cofiapang 
markets in Asia and Latin 
America. 

HaByear profits were 125 per 
cent lower at nj5bn, s u pport e d 
by douHe-cBgit profit growth in 
3$ main spirits maiktts ofNbcto 
America and Europe. 

Smirnoff vtx&a and Johnnie 
Walker Black Label whisky tfid 
well in toe US. But the UK 
proved a tough market with 
sales ofSmirDoflj BeD'siriiisky 
and Gordon's gin down sub- 
stantially In the period. 

Diageo shares edged ZSp 
lower to 719p although the City 
was encouraged that toe cost 
savings from the £24bn merger 
of Guinness and Grand 
Metropolitan in December 1997 
are on target at £61m. 

Assessing toe underlying 
performance ofDiageo isasdif- 

ficuit nmv as it was under the old 
Grand Metropolitan acco un t- 
ing regime. This year the pic- 
ture is clouded by a stew of 
exceptional items, dilutions 


Market vahte: £25.8bn. share price 77ft) (-2.5p) 

Trading record 96 98 98 99 

Fun year to December ,-$monn«-. 

' :7 V -wi ii^. » • « 

PretM Profit (Ebn) 1.3 1.6 0.72 057 

“eamtegsperda?e (p| “ 17.6 23.1 8.8 185 

Dteriends per share (p) - 1*0 12.5 7.8 
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from disposals, cmrency ef- 
fects, the impact of last year’s 
£2.abn share buy-back and the 
oost-ssving effects. 

Strapping an these out, oper- 
ating profits limped ahead by 3 
per cent to gi ihn . This Tni ghr 
look unimpressive but is actu- 


ally a reasocufele achievanent 
given market conditions in 
major parts of the Diageo 
empire. 

In spirits, profits in the Ffcr 
EastM from £84m to £5&n, with 
volumes down 30 per cent In toe 
rest of the wurid categoy which 


John McGrath; Ftarfher 
disposals are planned 

includes Latin America, organ- 
ic profits fell by 25 per cent al- 
though Diageo brands 
outpefermed the market 
Following the disposal of its 
49 per cent interest in Cantrell 
& Cochrane other disposals are 
also planned tty John McGrath, 
toe duel executive. These will 
indude 3 per cent of the spirits 
business which are cons id ered 
non-core phis other parts of the 
PiBsbury food division. 


In packaged foods, where 
profits fell by 3 per cent parity 
due to higher cream costs, the 
outlook is better in the second 
half In spirits the horizon is also 
clearing as the company is now 
up against weak comparisons 
last year and markets appears 
to be bottoming out 

Burger King, long consid- 
ered by the City as a disposal 
candidate, is still a core busi- 
ness. according to Diageo. 
“Quick Service restaurants", 
as the company now calls its 
Burger King division, is being 
helped by toe launch of its 
“stealth fries” which have spe- 
cial crispy coatings. But oper- 
ating profits there are fiat and 
there is a worrying sales dip in 
the last two months that is 
being blamed on the weather. 
Analysts are concerned that 
lower advertising spend could 
have flattered the figures. 

With bints of more share 
buy-backs investors should sit 
tight, analysts say. But on fell- 
year forecasts of Cl.Tabn the 
shares trade on a fell forward 
rating of 21. After a strong run 
UP from 480p in September, the 
shares are likely to tread water 
for now. 


AMEC dampens Reed disappoints City 
hopes of UK deal with 6% fall in profits 


AMEC, toe construction and 
engineering group, yesterday 
said it was looking at European 
acquisitions, dampening hopes 
of a takeover of a rival UK 
company 

AME C hn» been rumoured 
to have looked at a number of 
British groups over the past few 
months and was seen as a po- 
tential ladder for the con- 
struction division to be span off 
from Tarmac. 

Peter Mason, the AMEC chif 
executive, admitted that toe 
company had looked at dames- 
tfo construction companiesbut 
Raid it bmf “no particular inferi 1 
est in acquiring volume torero-. 


By Francesco guerhera reed elsetoer disappointed by Peter Thai. Larsen 


yearly sales of £1.6bn, and is 
Ekety to exercise its option to 
buy the rest in 200L 
AMEC reported a 50 per 
cent increase to 1998 pre-tax 
profit before es c e pti onals to 
£7L4m, ot turnover marginal- 
ly higher at £3.4bc. The market 
welcomed the result and 
AHECs shares soared 25pto 
an d glit-year-high of 2385p^ 
The key to AMEC’s success 
is its ability to move away from 
toe cut-throat contracting busi- ' 
ness »nto bister-margin nego- 
tiated agreements, where 
contracts 'ftfenct awarded to 


ditfonal building and f aril 1 the krwest bidder. - 
engtoeertogmtheUKznarketTi ^ >Tt>e turnaround . to under 
Mr Mason (Sd not ntie od^i^i^iritoniargq^ qijustl 
bedt-on purdiases in Britain but^vbeu iaet^^s oine Itopnesses, 
said that Amec’s primary 

was to expand in Eurt^je. .The ' Wtotte sharesbnjnst 12 ttoKs 
company already owns A.«2 ‘ toe 1999 eapmngs forecast of 
per cent stake to Spie BsSg- around f83to.it is worth buymg 
nolles, a Fremi eigineerWith into AMEC’s transformation. 


aflertheAi^lo-Dutriipitofidring 
groqp warned that irofits to the 
cmningyear are Efady to be fiat 

Shares toReed intematioDal, 

ftp Til? holding <¥1111 ^ 11 ^ 8 

per cent of theirvalne, dropping 
325p to 532^> after Reed Else- 
vier reported a 6 per cent fell In 
underlying pre-tax profits for 
theyeartolakDecembecAtfbe 

same time Nigel Stapleton and 
Herman Bruggink, the joint drief 
execifeves, said “1999 win not be 
a year of si gnifi cant profit 
growth. 0 

Bowevet; the stock market re- 
action surprised analysts, most 
of whom had already been fore- 
casting flat profes fir the cuneto 
yean Seme said the share price 
reaction was more fiketytobe the 
absence oftheappointment of a 
new chief executive. 

Reed has been in Bmbo since 
last stxmneq when it announced 
plans to appoint a singfe chief ex- 


Staying in 

the City 

CANARY WHARF is toe best 
thing since sliced bread, ac- 
cording to the investment 
bankers vrtio are advising on 
the Docklands property 
scheme’s float 

Fair e n ough. The people 
from Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter should know - they are 
one of the longest established 
tenants of the East End devel- 
opment Co-advising Canary 
Wharf on the float are Cazen- 
ove, those blue-blooded British 
brokers. Cazenove still inhab- 
it 'IbkenhouseYbrdin the CSty, 
three miles to the west of 
Canary Wharf. 

So at the Canary Wharf 
press conference yesterday I 
asked Richard Cotton of 
Cazenove the obvious ques- 
tion: “When are you moving to 
Canary Wharf?” 

Mr Cotton looked somewhat 
startled ami replied: “We have 
no present plans to move. Mind 
you, you can never say neven” 

At which, John Landman of 


People and 

Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


Morgan Stanley, who was also 
at the briefing; chimed fa some- 
what gleefully: “They’ve re- 
sisted all persuasion so for.” 

C’mon Caz, show us you 
realty believe in your client 

On location 

THE PRESS conference re- 
ferred to above was held near 
the Barbican in toe (Sty. Why 
not in Canary Wharf? After all 
the pathfinder prospectus pub- 
lished yesterday describes it as 
“a recognised and established 
location” with “easy access to 
the rest of London” What bet- 
ter way to advertise its charms 
than have its press launch 
there? 

George Iacobescu, chair- 
man of Canary Wharf; ex- 



plained: “We’re having an in- 
vestors’ roadshow here, with 
touch and a series of ane-honr 
slots. Well be having a pre- 
sentation to Canary Wharf on 
Tuesday* 

Personalty I think they were 
worried fbatadefayan theDock- 
landsU^t Railway mi^tt have 
provided unwelcome headlines. 

Rage in church 

STRIDING THROUGH the 
Square Mfie yesterday I was 
struck by a poster outside the 
church of St Botolph’s Alders- 
gate headed: “What about the 
workers?” 

Ear from signalling a new in- 
terest in proletarian revolu- 
tion among the City’s faithful, 
the poster listed a series of talks 


share price, pence 
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ecutive and chairman. Neither 
Mr Bruggink nor Mr Stapleton 
grain thBn mnfagft rthejobL'V fes . 
terday Mr Stapleton would duty 
say that the selection process 
was at “an advanced stage.” 

Jonathan Newcombe, chief 
executive and chairman of 
Simon & Sdrastes; the US pub- 


lishing house, is thought to be a 
leading candidate. 

According to observers, the 
new chief executive’s main task 
will be to revive Reed Elsevier's 
sales growth, festerday's results 
showed that turnover to Reed’s 
continuing businesses grew fay 
just 6 per cent in 1998. The com- 
pany’s Lexis-Nestis online legal 
database reported revenues up 
justs per cent as a result of com- 
petition wife rival Thomson. 

Overall, profits were hit by 
Reed’s strategy of investing 
heavily in preparing its existing 
publications for electronic jwb- 
Ushing. Reed invested £80m last 
yean and spending is likely to 
keq>runmngatasnzularratem 
future years. 

Henderson Crosthwaite ana- 
tyst Louise Barton, who is main- 
taining herl999 profit forecast at 
£77ftn, said: ‘AH the bad news is 
out of li® way, the current weak- 
ness is an opportunity to bqy the 
stock." 


given by the resident vicai; the 
Reverend David Prior, start- 
ing on 4 February with: “Sweat 
and Pain”. 'Ibis was followed on 
February 11 with “Rage and 
Violence”. 

Obviously the vicar has City 
traders to mind. Poor further 
talks were listed before we 
came to 18 March; “Confusion 
in toe marketplace”. 

finally on 25 March the Rev- 
erend Prior Is set to reach the 
inescapable conclusion; “The 
time to get out". 

Enthusiasts 

A FIRM of City recruitment 
consultants has spotted a trend 
an»ng candidates to spura tra- 
ditional “hobbies" when filling 
out their CVs. 

According to GDlow Purdie 
Associates, sports, reading, 
theatre and the like have been 
replaced by “Shiatsu massage, 
Ftog Shui, ballet, mentoring 
and photography”. And that’s 
just the men. 

The female candidates in con- 
trast show an increasing enthu- 
siasm for “Formula 1 motor 


racing, football, fencing and 
skiing.” Alison GiDow, director 
of the firm, is not sure whether 
such role reversal is due to 
women breaking the “glass reil- 
ing" or to “hormones in the 
water supply". 

Apres-ski 

EDDIE THE EAGLE, the erst- 
while ski-jumper, gave the 
afterdfaner speech for the CSty 
Sd Run last night to the Vint- 
ners ball. In two weeks time 
bodes of City types will descend 
on Courchevel in France for the 
annual ski run to raise money 
for disabled charities. 

I hear that last year Rory 
Thpner, head of corporate fi- 
nance at Vferburg Dillon Read, 
got somewhat carried away dur- 
ing an aftewfinnergameJIwtos 
of the larks were subsequently 
auctioned for £500. but disap- 
pomtingty found to feature noth- 
ing that would embarrass Mr 
Ihpnec Let’s hope for a better 
performance this year 

E-mail: jjriOcock&indepen- 
dentco.uk 
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CHG 

%CHG 
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-0X8 

215X6 
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174X0 

0X7 

0X7 
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0X0 

0.00 
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-25.00 

1970-100 
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•0.21 
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-11X5 

1973-100 
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2X8 
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Boxing: Lewis’s heavyweight championship rival puts faith in his Lord to fulfil prediction of a quick victory tomorrow 


Holyfield emboldened by high spirits * 




L ' X 


Richard 

Williams 

IN NEW YORK 


TOMORROW 



Paul Carberry is hoping 
to emulate one of his 
father's achievements 
by riding the winner in 
the Gold Cup at 
Cheltenham next week. 
The jockey of Dorans 
Pride talks to 
Richard Edmondson 
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HE CITS a quietly impressive figure 
at the lectern, addressing a congre- 
gation ofroedia folk. His dress is aus- 
tere. his manner direct His speech 
is sometimes halting, but the hesi- 
tations are caused by a search for 
meaning. In Ids Southern back porch 

way Evander Holyfield talks not just 
a good fight but a pretty good careen 

Some back porch, too. That career 
has landed him, his wife and their 
four children with an Atlanta man- 
sion worth $i5m (£9.5m), probably 
the most lavish home in all of sport- 
ing history. And the chances are that 
Holyfield, unlike so many of his pre- 
decessors and rivals, will hang on to 
the spoils of the ring. Ebr this is a 
man to whom the virtues of humil- 
ity and frugality are not unknown, 
who deals not in hype but in realism. 

And Holyfield was not afraid to 
talk this week, ahead of his reunifi- 
cation match with Lennox Lewis to- 
morrow night in New 'York, about the 
stuff that hurts. Whose punch, he 
was asked, had hit him the hardest? 

“It’s hard to say" he replied, “be- 
cause I’ve been hit a lot of times, and 
all of 'em hurt But I got over it” 

Getting over it sometimes took 
every scrap of willpower. “Prob- 
lems are part of life,” said the man 
born the youngest of eight children 
raised by a single mother in 
Alabama. “The one who finds the so- 
lution is the one who gets through.” 

He talked about the lowest point 
of his career; and how it all turned 
around Not surprisingly, the story 
concerned the first of his two tumul- 
tuous fights with Mike Tyson in 
1996, the heroic victory achieved by 
a stoppage in the Uth round, 
through which he regained the 
World Boxing Association title. 

“At the time I fought Tyson I was 
at my lowest,” he said. “I didn't 
know if I still had it" The decline had 
started the previous year; when he 
lost for the second time to Riddick 
Bowe. "I had already told people I 
was going to carry the Olympic torch 
as the heavyweight champion of the 
world in 1996 and then I got in with 
Riddick Bowe and lost That fight 
made me feel that I'd been derailed." 

Six months later be found himself 
in the ring with a much lesser 
fighter. Bobby Czyz. “I went in there 
trying to blow him out and I didn't 
do it. I got the victory but I thought 
who can I beat? I wondered if I can’t 
get through Bobby Czyz, what can 
1 do? 1 felt real bad. Real discour- 
aged. Tliat was my lowest point I 
was getting beaten up in sparring. 
And I was asking the Lord. ‘When 
is tire skin going to come bar* to me? 
You supposed to rejuvenate me!’ 
Then He made me start praying. 
Proving and praising The Lord told 
me, victory is mine. A couple of 
weeks before the TYson fight it all 
came back Through my prayer and 
my praise, the Lord had uplifted me. 
That was it. I would never lose 


«£ s-vA 




■ '-mm 




' - v 3# 


• . • -• - • :v -- -- v •• 





7. -{ /: -• 








Mr 


Evander Holyfield has his hands taped by Don TYirner at the Church Street gym as he prepares to face Lennox Lewis at Madison Square Garden in pursuit of the unified world title AUsport 


again. 

The combination of Holyfield's 
constant willingness to share credit 
for his fortune with his Lord and the 
allegations that he has fathered up 


to half a dozen children outside his 
marriage form tiie evidence that per- 
suaded Lennox Lewis, searching for 
a weakness, to call him a hypocrite. 
Lewis was on surer ground when he 
described Holyfield’s most recent 
performance, a points win over 
Vaughn Bean in Atlanta last Sep- 
tember; as very ordinary. 

"Things like that don’t- matter 
because they don’t make me no 
less.” Holyfield said this week. Tm 
not inspired by what people say. Tm 
inspired by what I do. That’s his opin- 
ion. If I was ordinary to him in that 
fight, that’s fine. That don’t have 
nothing to do with this fight Tm glad 
that each and every time I crane into 
the ring I have the opportunity to do 
better and the opportunity to redean 
myself once again." 

Holyfield's uncharacteristic as- 
sertion that he will knock Lewis out 
in the third round has been dispar- 
aged by those who have examined 
his record since he reached the top 
and have found little to support his 
claim, particularly in his three fights 
between 1992 and 1995 against Rid- 
dick Bowe. the fighter who in size 
and style most resembles Lewis. 
After the two men had won one fight 
apiece over the full distance. Bowe 
derided the series with an eighth- 
round stoppage. 

“What does the past hare to do 
with today? It’s a different time and 
a different place,” Holyfield said. 
“Riddick Bowe was able to do some- 
thing I wasn't able to figure out. 
that’s alL And I don’t say that rm still 
that same fighter that fought Riddick 


Bowe. If I were still fighting with the 
same skills I had in 1992 or 1994 or 
1995, I wouldn't stand a chance. 
Lennox would whup that guy. So Tm 
not going to let you hold me to my 
past” 

Despite the evidence of his lack- 
lustre post-Tyson displays. Holy- 
field insists that, at 36, his 
development is continuing. “The 
only thing I see in myself is im- 
provement” he said. "The majority 
of fighters decline when they’re 30. 
As you can see, Tm rapidly growing. 
The difference is that I've learnt 
from my mistakes. I've been fight- 
ing an uphill battle all my life and I 
always overcome things.” 

The contrast in physique and 


styles could hardly be more marked; 
the former cruiserweight with the 
six-pack stomach against a former 
Olympic super-heavyweight cham- 
pion. “I don’t watch tapes that 
much," Holyfield said, “but I've seen 
Lennox fight a few times and in gen- 
eral I know his style. My concen- 
tration is on what I have to do to win 
He's a target He’s abig target And 
when a person’s a big target what 
is there to do but hit him?” 

The famous third-round predic- 
tion continues to cause surprise 
among those who associate Holy- 
field with a more cautious attitude. 
"Nothing’s changed." he said, "ex- 
cept that Tm a lot more confident 
than I've ever been. That’s the 


onty difference. It happened when 
I was doing an interview on the trie- 
phone and my spirit just said, ‘Go 
ahead, tell them you’re going to 
knock him out in three rounds.’ It 
jumped out It don’t have anything 
to do with Lennox. It has to do with 
this place and this time. I've been 
doing this thing over and over since 
I was right years old, so I should 
have the confidence to say what Fm 
going to do. I have ray ups and I 
have my downs, but I’ve always 
been able to overcome. Here’s a 
point in time that Tm in my high 
spirits, and Iknowthatl can do this 
not because of what Lennox can do 
but the fact that I know vdiat Tm ca- 
pable of doing. 


“Lomax Lewis is good. Fm not 
talking him down. You have the 
best of the bestin this fight Because 
you have the best of the best, and two 
people are really trying to win, 
somebody's going to get knocked out 
because that’s the only way you can 
hit somebody, when they’re trying to 
hit you. So Tm going to hit him first 
and get him an out of there in the 
third round” 

Was he concerned about the 
motivation of an opponent facing a 
fight that will define his entire ca- 
reer? Tm not concerned with what 
Lennox needs to prove. Fm not con- 
cerned with whathe may do, because 
anything Lennox does, Fm going to 
nse it against him. If he moves well, 


Fm going to use it against him. If he 
don't move writ, rm going to use that 
against him. But my whole thing of 
doing what Fm doing is not based on 


Lennox Lewis at alL 



Flgtits : 39. Wins: 36. Knockouts: 25. Defeats. 3 

1984 

New WPTS 6th Lionel Byacm (New York) 

1985 

Jan WPTS 6 Erie VWnbush ( Atlantic Qty) 

Mar WTKO I Fred Brown (Norfofk) 

Apr WTKO 2 Mark Rivera (Corpus Oirtsoe) 

July W PIS 8 “ “ 

Aug WHO I 


July WK0 2 
NOV WTKO 8 
1990 

June WTKO A 
Ocr WKO 3 


Adflson Rodriguez (StateBne) 
Mot Stewart (Atlantic City) * 


Seamus McDonagh (Atlantic Cty) 

James Douglas (Wan WBA. WBC. IBF 

hcmywdgtu tides. IV) 


Tyrone Booze (Nor folk) 
Rich Myers (Atlanta) 


Aug W KO 1 Rich Myers (Atlanta) 

Oct WKO 5 Jeff Meachem (Atlantic acy) 

Dec WKO A Anthony Davis (Virgin a Beach) 

1986 

Mar W KO 3 Chtsanda Muttl (Uncaster) 

Apr W KO 3 Jesse Shelby (Corpus Christie) 

May W KO 5 Terry Mims (Metairie) 

July WPTS 1 5 Dwight QauH (WBA aoberwelghr title. Adana) 
Dec WKO 3 Mike Brothers (Paris) 


WPTS12 

W7K07 


George Foreman fietalned tides, Atlantic City) 
Ben Cooper (retained titles. Atlanta ) 


WPT512 

CPT512 


Larry Holmes (retained tides. IV) 
RWdfcfc Bowe (lost Odes. LV) 


Apr W KO 3 Jesse Shelby (Corpus Christie) 

May W KO 5 ferry Mims (Metairie) 

July WPTS 1 5 Dwight OawH (WBA auberwelghr title. Atkmtn) 
Dec WKO 3 Mike Brothers (Paris) 

1987 

Feb WTKO 7 Henry Tinman (Retained WBA. Reno) 

May WTKO 3 Rk*y Pa key (Retained WBA. won IBF. Las 

Ifcgasj 

Aug WTKO 1 1 Ossie Ocasio (Retained WBA. IBF St Trope?) 
Dec WTKO k Dwight Qawl (Retained MBA. B3F. Atlantic Otf) 

1988 

Apr W TK08 Caries DeLeon (Ret. WBA. IBF won WBC. LV) 
July WKO 5 James Hills (Stateline) 

Dec WTKO 7 Pinklon Thomas I Atlantic City) 


WPT512 

WPTS12 


Alex Stewart (Atlantic Oty] 

fQdtttdt Bowe (won WBA. WBC. IBF In IV) 


Michael Mower (lost WBA. IBF. in IV) 


WP1510 

LTK08 


(toy Mercer (Atlantic Oty) 
RidcScfc Bowe (Las Vegas) 


W RETS 
WRSF11 


Apr W 1K08 Caries DeLeon (Ret. WBA. It 
July WKO 5 James Hills (Stateline) 

Dec WTKO 7 Pinklon Thomas (Atlantic O 

1989 

Mar WTKO ID Michael Dokes (Las Vegas) 


Bobby Czyz (New Ibrk) 

Mike Tyson (won WBA tide. IV) 


Mike Tyson (retains WBA. LV) 

Michael Mooter (retains WBA. wins IBF IV) 


\Oughn Bean (retains WBA. IBF. Adontal 


Tm at my very best and that’s 
whyrm going to knock him out in the 
third round. Tm not telling nobody 
to believe me right today, but you’re 
going to behere me now or later; one 
of the two. It don’t bother me And 
in a way you’re right One should be 
smart enough to say. “Why should I 
briieve that?' Then later you can saw 
‘Shoot, he was right.’" 

But what if... “Ain’t no *What if. 
Ain’t no Plan B. Plan A got to warts. 
Ain’t but one way. Lennox is the 
toughest guy out there, but he's still 
going in three rounds." 

And would that and the ramifi- 
cation of the three major world 
heavyweight titles, which he held 
from 25 October 1990 to 13 Novem- 
ber 1992, finally allow Evander Hoty- 
field to call himself one of the 
greatest boxers of all time? 

Tm one of them already." he 
said, "whether people know it or 
not If you look at boxing, you'll see 
that all the greats built themselves 
on the foundation of the rider fight- 
ers. I looked at Ali, I looked at Joe 
Frazier, I looked at the Brown 
Bomber; I looted at all those guys. 
They are the foundation. So the only 
thing I can say is, I am the very best 
of this era. 

“And after that people can say 
what they want to say. But I was the 
best in this era, just like those guys 
were the best of theirs.” 
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Rogers happy to put wind up Willows IS 


IT IS part of Sod's Law of sport that 
you forever cross paths with past 
clubs in significant matches in the 
future. It happens tomorrow to 
Darren Rogers, albeit rather more 
rapidly than is usual. 

At the end of last season, Rogers 
was a Salford player. This weekend, 
he faces his old team-mates as a 
member of a Castleford team try- 
ing to knock them out of the SQk Cut 
Challenge Cup. 

Rogers was part of the Salford 
side narrowly and controversially 
beaten by Sheffield Eagles in last 
season’s semi-finaL 

“We were so dose to the final that 
just losing that match knocked the 
stuffing out of us. We had a hard run 
in Super League after that and 
although we played quite well, we 
couldn't get a win. Our season 
never quite recovered," be says. 

The lanky winger now wants to 
inflict more misery on his previous 
team, but not because of any per- 
sonal rancour. 


CastleforcTs lanky winger crosses paths with former dub Salford 
in rugby league’s Challenge Cup tomorrow. By Dave Hadfield 


"I didn't leave Salford on bad 
terms. Tm stm in touch with lads like 
Steve Blakeley and Gary Broadbent 

“In fact I hope they only lose 
three games all season - all to us 
and starting with the cup-tie." 

Rogers spent four seasons at The 
Willows after signing from his first 
professional dub. Dewsbury. At 24, 
he felt the time was right to make 
a move, but returning to his native 
Yorkshire - he comes originally 
from Wakefield - was a major fac- 
tor in determining his destination. 

"I’d been living in Salford in a flat 
and it was a bit of a case of every- 
body going off in their separate 
directions after training - the Pie- 
eaters off to Wigan and so on. I'd 
reached the stage where I wanted 
to be closer to my family and 
friends. 

“There were a few clubs inter- 


ested in talking to me, but when I 
spoke to the Castleford coach, Stu- 
art Rape:; I liked everything he had 
to say - especially about the play- 
ers he was going to bring in and 
what he was trying to buOd here. 

“There are only a handful of 
teams outside the big four who can 
make a serious bid for a top-five spot 
is Super League and Castleford are 
one of them.” 

Already, he has noticed the dif- 
ference at Wheldon Road. "The 
supporters at Salford were great, 
but it’s been a long time since they 
bad any real success. 

"The fens at Castleford expect 
more, because it's not long ago that 
this club was always known as 
‘Classy Cas* he says. 

After a season of steady 
improvement last yean those sup- 
porters will be looking for a break- 


through tiiis time - and the 
underrated skills of Rogers on the 
wing can mate a major contribution. 

He is an unhkety looking rugby 
league player, gang lin g and lean. - 
although not as lean as he once was 
- in his studious glasses, but 
Rogers' Salford years saw him ma- 
ture into a potential match-winner 

“I had a bit of a sticky period 
there playing full-back. The at- 


“■ U r~- • * wivi nu*j vboji mil 

I never really felt at home with the 
defensive side of the job and I re- 
gard myself as a winger now.” 

He brings a couple of mgjor as- 
sets to that position. With his long, 
loping stride, he is considerably 
faster than he looks, both goingfbr 
the line and chasing in defence, and 
there are few players who have prof- 
ited more from the lofted kick to the 
wing that has become a part of 


many dubs’ attacking armouries 
over the past few seasons. 

Indeed, there is such a difference 
in height between him and his 
likely opponent tomorrow after- 
noon, Salford’s newly-recruited 
Joey Hayes, that it would be sur- 
prising if the Cas Stand-Off; Danny 
On; did not launch a few kids to- 
wards his flank during the course 
of the match. 

Rogers, a try-scorer in that ill- 
feted semi-final last yean could well 
mark his rite of passage back over 
the Pennines by plucking one out of 
their air at Wheldon Road. That is 
so often the way these things wort. 

H2s links with both clubs have 
made him - unusually for a gener- 
ally self-effacing player - the cen- 
tre of attention this week. 

"But Tm treating it as just an- 
other game,” he says. “Its signifi- 
cance is that it’s the game that gets 
us iris the semi-finaL But I suppose 
I will be frying for that little bit 
extra.” 
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Rogers: Tfens expect success’ 
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Victory toinorj^ Billiards graced 


Sethi settles for local heroism 


Pmts 
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the green baize 
in Liverpool this 
wepk but few 
wanted to watch 
the British Open. 
By Guy Hodgson 

YOU DID not need to know that 
billiards is the poor relation of 
snook^z; the venue told you. A 
converted Victorian terrace 
guarded by a large, loud and 
lethal-looking Alsatian was 
pleasant enough but no one 
would put it on a par with The 
CrucaWe. Come to think about 
it, the practice area in Sheffield 
is bigger nerer mind the arena. 

The crowd, if yon could can 
it that, fold a similar tale. Fbrty 
; souls had wandered in off 
LiverpooTs busy Derby Lane to 
f vr.'&b. Chris Shutt beat Rex 
I Vrtfliams 1319-210 in the semi- 
i finals Pereas 20 times as 
< many at least would have been 
1 attracted if the Stracfaan British 
' Open swapped the n ame 
billiards lor snooker Not to 
mention the couple of million 
; giued to the green haize on the 
television. 

Pay-per-view did not come 

; into what was on show at the 
1 Liverpool Billiards and 
; Snooker Club because apart 
; from a local Merseyside cable 
station which turned up for a 

• news report yesterday, televi- 
sion was not interested. Even 

: the spectators were allowed in 
free. The sport has not died but 

• yon do have to shake it ever so 
often to make sure ithasmere- 
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Chris Shutt, who beat the world champion Geet Sethi in the British Open this week, represents the futur e of a sport stru ggling to find an audience Simon Wilkinson 
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fee 1930s Wter Lindrum, 

• the greatest InSiards player 
ever, was as famous as Don 
j Bradman in his native Aus- 
i tralia and banner headlines 
would celebrate his every 
move. “Lindrum meets the 
Queen” was one which was 
useful because some were too 
: bedazsded by his presence to be 
s sure of the identity of the 
woman he was pictured with. If 
the current world champi on, 
Geet Sethi, met the monarch 
she would assume he was an 
' Indian diplomat white the great 
' British public would be wholly 
tS* nonplussed 

It is the supreme irony that 
:« lindrum- —^WeYe not fit ; to * 
» p; i; i,™;5-s even tick his' boots," Michael 
•* • si Ferreira, afour times would 
yesterday - 
also the architect of the 


played surpassed Joe Davis, 
never mind what Joe Public 
could aspire to, and the world 
largely turned its back on a 
sport to which they found hard 
to relate. 

Hence the £20Q,000-pIus first 
pnre the snooker world cham- 
pion wifi pi& up m Sheffield in 
May compared wife the £10,000 
Sethi collected in Ahmedabad 
last September and the £6£00 
at stake for fee winner in Iiv- 
erpdoIJast night Considering 
feat billiards is fee senior part- 
ner; something has gone dras- 
tically wrong somewhere. 

"IVS fee way things are, so 
there's no point fretting about 
ft,*said Sefefc who tost in fee 
third round at Liverpool “The 
sports are similar ysi totalty dif- 
ferent, so it is fike comparing 
what billiards players get to 
what footballers or golfers earn. 
Of course we’d like more 


money in the game but I don’t 
think it has been marketed 
feat well in this country.'’ 

Sethi is from a nation where 
fee indifference displayed 
towards a bflBards tournament 
this week would not be com- 
prehensible. Television audt- 


nmgs by slipping in and out of 
The Crucible in April and May 
to report on snooker’s world 
championship for fee Hindu 
and fee Times of India, re- 
spectively. fUnnily enough, 
John Higgins and Stephen 
Hendry were not in Liverpool 


as the 65-year-oid Williams , the 
world champion for 14 years in 
fee 1960s and *70s and the last 
player to play both cue sports 
at the highest level, is a throw- 
back to bQhards’ great days. 

To put that 827 break in per- 
spective Shutt, from Stockton- 


1 Snooker and billiards are similar yet totally different so it is like comparing 
what billiards players get to what footballers earn. We’d Like more money in 
the game but l don’t think it has been marketed that well in this country ’ 


epees are aroundlOO mQEon for 
tournaments’ in India where 
he is a household name and a 
frequent target for autogrtph 
hunters. 

Indeed, nothing illustrates 
fee. chasm between snooker 
and billiards more in this coun- 
try than fee fact feat he and 
Eterreira supplement feeirwin- 


yesterday knocking out reports 
for fee Times and Christian 
Weekiy. 

' If theyhad been they would ' 
have focused on Shutt, who 
three days ago set the tourna- 
ment’s highest break of 827 - 
the second best ever under 
current rules. At 21 he repre- 
sente feefolure of fee sport just 


on-Ttees, required 53 minutes to 
compile it and potted more 
than 300 balls. A snooker max- 
imum 147 took Bonnie O’Sulli- 
van a little over five minutes to 
compile at The Crucible two 
years ago and he had to pocket 
36 balls. Winks of art require 
patience as well as sldn but 
while the finished product 


might be inspiring, watching it 
being created rarely is. 

Which Is billiards’ problem. 
It is a more skilled sport than 
its rich, flash kid brother but not 
as watobaMe and although that 
ought to suggest billiards play- 
ers could fit in a quick game of 
snooker whenever they need a 
quick pound or two, fee high 
levels of competition means 
fee opposite is true. Sethi, 37, 
is in fee Guinness Book cf 
Records as the first amateur to 
make a 147 in competition, yet 
he estimates he would have 
been a top 64 player at best if 
he had stuck with the more 
lucrative game. 

\ “The pressure element 
makes a difference," said Sethi, 
pinpointing the reason why. 
"Ybu are feeing pressure ah the 
tune in snooker whereas in bil- 
liards, in a four-hour game, for 
the first three hours you play 


free and easy because you 
always have time. 

“The cue action required is 
different, too. In snooker you hit 
fee ban hard, in billiards there 
is more delicacy, spin and side 
to manoeuvre fee balls to con- 
tinue the break. The knowledge 
required to play billiards at the 
highest level is greater." 

Yesterday it was youth rather 
than wisdom that prevailed as 
Shutt built an early advantage 
wife a break of 350 on his sev- 
enth visit and then was 
uncatchable. A win by 1,100 
points is a massacre and given 
williams’ stature as chairman 
of thegoverning body for snook- 
er and biTiards, the WPBSA, 
would have guaranteed head- 
lines if he had done it in the 22 
rather than the three-baU game. 

Instead fee feat went al- 
most un-noticed. Still, the Al- 
satian seemed impressed. 


Williams’ Shanghai anger 




1 ■■ 


MARK WILLIAMS branded con- 
U j. : ditians in fee China Interoa- 
^5 tional tournament “a disgrace 
* ,* to snooker” after his hopes of 
- ' ;r , ^ an Asian double were ended by 
r ’ 1 J ’ fellow Welshman Paul Davies 
•' __ ^ yesterday. Williams, winner of 
‘ Vr Thailand Masters four days 
- eariiei; was scathing about the 

• table and fee room used for the 

".^tournament at fee JC Man- 
• '.dttjin Hotel in Shanghai 
: • 1 ’■ ,l 5forced to play in a small out- 
_ . side arena due to local Chinese 
, ■ television electing to broad- 
< *»'*■.' cast the Alan McManus v Mark 
. , v i ?’• * J jB3ng match, Williams maria his 
; ; l j . feelings plain. “The table and 
. . r , .vr^-fee room were a (Esgrace for 
■'■'professional sno oker;” he 
' i -y -'’ moaned. “I cant wait to get out 
' this place. 

“ItwasfeesameattheScot- 
*■;. .s,. u^tish Open in Aberdeen. The out- 
side table set-up was terrible 
. , , > there as well and something 

; l 


SNOOKER 


needs to be done. It doesn't 
make you want to play. Mind 
you, Puil played really well 
and towards the end he ham- 
mered me I think he could give 
John Higgins a fight in fee 
quarter-finals.” 

williams moved smoothly 
into a 2-0 lead wife breaks of 53 
and 48 and looked capable of 
repeating his S-0 first-round 
whitewash of Dominic Dale 
The turning point arrived .in fee 
third frame. Having opened 
fee scoring with a 58 break, 
Wfihams missed a black off its 
spot and Davies produced a 67 
clearance to steal it The world 
No 4i then made breaks of 68, 
50. 51 and 42 to dominate fee 
next four frames and record the 
biggest surprise of the tourna- 
ment so fan 

- -’The clearance in the third 


gave me the boost I needed and 
my form kicked in,” Davies 
said “I knew this kind Qfvictixy 
was coming because I have 
been playing so weflm practice. 
It was just a matter ot when.” 

Stephen Hendry returned 
to Ms best duringa 5-2 quarter- 
final victory over John Par- 
rott “That’s probably my best 
performance of fee season," 
declared fee six-times world 
champion, who only squeezed 
past Steve Daws 5-4 on fee 
black in the previous round 
“When you scrape through a 
match you should by rights 
have lost it always tends to 
relax you and that’s how I felt 
out there,” added Hendry, 

IBs level of relaxation and 
focus was apparent from fee 
outset as he prevented Parrott 
potting a single ball in fee 
opening two frames. The 
experienced Liverpudlian took 


fee third with a break of 63 and 
opened fee scoring with 51 in 
the fourth before Hendry rolled 
in a long red to launch the 87 
clearance which gave him a 3-1 
lead 

Parrott won a scrappy fifth 
frame but did not take another 
point as Hendry impressively 
whipped through the next two 
frames in only 18 minutes with 
breaks of 107, 46 and 30. 

“It was very encouraging; 
because I can’t remember 
mis sing an important pot from 
distance apart frbm one when 
a TV cameraman put me off by 
moving. I just hope I can keep 
tins momentum going,” added 
Hendry. 

Next up for Hendry who is 
hi riding to capture his fourth 

titte of the season, will be BiDy 

Snaddon, his practice partner 
at Spencers Snooker Centre in 
Stirling for the past right years. 


Mayer takes revenge 


CHRISTIAN MAYER led an Aus- 
trian dean sweep in the final 
men's super- G of fee season in 
Sienna Nevada, Spain, yesterday 
to effectively end Hermann 
Maieris chance of retaining his 
overall World Cup title. Mayer 
won in lmin 28.7isec from 
Andreas Schiffereg in 129.06, 
and Josef Strobl, in 129.53. 

Mater; the world, Olympic 
and World Cup champion, fin- 
ished a disappointing seventh, 
and his team-mates fed him no 
favours in the baffle for the over- 
all crown. He now trails the Nor- 
wegian leader; Lasse Kjus, by 
102 points with just two races 
left Ejus, who shared the super- 
G tide with Maier at last 
month’s World Championships, 
finished fourth. 

If Maier decides not to com- 
pete in the slalom, which he 
does not rxxxnsDyrace, then the 
overall title has been handed 


SKIING 


over to the Norwegians. Kjus 
has 1,409 points, wife compatriot 
Bjetfi Andre Aamodt second 
overall on 1^317. Maier has L307. 

Aamodt finished 16 th yes- 
terday which would normally 
have given him 15 points, but 
under the rules operating at the 
World Cup finals only the top 15 
racers score. 

Maier was fifth out of the 
starting hut and anssed the fine 
more than half a second faster 
than fee previous quickest and 
a second in front of Aamodt, but 
it preyed a false dawn for the 
Austrian as Schifferec Mayer 
anri then Strobl all pushed him 
further and further down the 
field. 

Mayer said; “This is my 
revenge on the coaches taking 
me out of the super-G team for 
Vafl. In the morning whenl saw 


the conditions I knew this was 
going to be a good course for 
me." 

Strobl asked whether he 
and has team-mates had tried to 
assist Maier rejected such a 
suggestion. “No, not at all," he 
said. “Everyone has to look 
after himself." 

Maier was critical of the con- 
ditions. “Normally in such a 
race 1 should have been the wuv 
nee" said the skier who has won 
four out of six super-Gs this sea- 
son. “The wind was veiy 
important- there was also too 

muchscAsno vv ‘ formy Hkteg.Aly 

one goal left is to win the giant 
slalom, but the w^v things have 
been going in the last few days 
even that is doubtfoL" 

Aamodt said he had slipped 
at the top and, despite making 
up speed, the error ruined his 
chances. 

Results, Digest, page 31 




SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCoi/er Direct 



SKJ HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
reports from! 80 resorts 

obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO 843 
(the fax Uses codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

To listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone OOOI 4770051 + code 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 
and weather report 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-page summary of 
conditions in 180 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

Comment Slopes (cm) 

Lmt Upr 

Last 

snow 

■femp 

Forecast 

Pal 100* 

AUSTRIA 

Some good skiing 100 

115 

5.3 

2C 

Cloud, sun 

Aufftch 100% 

GtKatdnide 60 

160 

11.3 

OC 

Overcast 

NDederau 100 % 

BULGARIA 

Gt at aitftnde 60 

260 

11.3 

2C 

Cloudy 

Bora«ets- im lQO% 

CANADA 

Good conditions 35 

110 

a.3 

-1C 

Sunny 

Tremblatit ....95% 
FRANCE 

Packed fxjwder 65 

‘140 

3.3 

-5C 

Clear 

AigEudesc 95% 

-* 1 * MiJM 

310 

8.3 

2C 

. Bright 

Mertbel — A5% 
ITALY 

Great skiing 120 

240 

83 

4C 

Sunny 

Aiagna .60% 

Goad skiing , 40 

130 

73 

-4C Changeable | 

PHa 100% 

SCOTLAND 

Good thing; 90 

120 

73 

-4C 

Mid 

Cairngorm 90% 

SWITZERLAND 

Plenty of Snow eover35 

6S 

11.3 

. -2C 

Cold 

Leysin, 100% 

UNITED STATES 

Snow kmer ttownl MJ ■ 

280 

53. 

-4C Changeable 

Sugar Bush ..-80% 

FmC packed snow 30 

95 

6.3 

-20C 

Cloudy 


tofonnotton supplied by Ski Hotline 



Shaw and Thompson in opposition 


SLOUGH AND Ipswich collide 
for tomorrow what is certain to 
be the first of two encounters 
in fee next few weeks and could 
well be three in fee final round 
of women's National League 
games. With Stougb topping 
the Premier League on goal dif- 
ference, they will also meet in 
the League play-offs at Read- 
ing on 17 or 18 April and per- 

haps again at M3ton Keynes on 

3 May with Europe the bait for 
the winner: 

Neither team will be at full 
strength, however Lucy 
■youngs and Jane Cook will be 
mtaaing from fee Ipswich line- 
up Anri Michelle Hall and the 
Dutch winger; Monique Sloot- 
maekers, from the Slough 
squad. 

The interest w31 be how the 
two coaches decide to play this 
first leg. Ipswich's Nicky 
Thompson may be looking to 


HOCKEY 


By Bill Colwill 

from Slough’s defeat at Ipswich 


frozen pitch, will want to put tiie 

record straight 

"I dotft think I wfll opt for a 
cat and mouse game,” Shaw 
said. “My aim will be to get our 
pattern right with Europe at 
Easter and then the play-offs in 
mind." 

Fbr these two Great Britain 
team-mates in the Atlanta 


Olympics, victory tomorrow 
will be high on their priorities. 

At fee bottom, Doncaster; 
two pomts adrift trfSutttsi Cold- 
field, have crudal games away 
to fyffes Leicester and at home 
to Olton 'Iferraqnest on Sunday, 
while Sutton's last two games 
are against Hightown tomorrow 
and at borne to Slough, yet to 
bearranged- 

Tbekey game in the first Di- 
vision is second-placed 
Chelmsford Highway’s match 
away to third-placed Aldridge. 
Both dubs are correntiy equal 


on points and striving for the 
second automatic promotion 
place behind Canterbury. How- 
even fourth-placed Bradford 
could, wife wins against Can- 
terbury tomorrow and Lough- 
borough Students on Sunday 
claim their place in fee 
enlarged Premier next season. 
■ Kuala Lumpur wd host the 
next men’s World Cup in 2002, 
with fee women's event going 
to Perth, Western Australia. 
The 2002 men's and women's 
Chanqrions Trophy will be held 
in Belgium. 


League 
stands 
firm on 
venue 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


By Dave Had field 

the league is committed to 
staging fee 2000 Silk Cut Chal- 
lenge Cup final at Murrayfield 
despite the news that demoli- 
tion at Wembley will not begin 
until August next year. The 
London stadium was expected 
to be out of commission by next 
May, so a decision was made to 
play the final in Edinburgh, 
after Twickenham and Cardiff 
had also been considered. 

“We have been in frequent 
contact wife the Wembley 
authorities and they could give 
us no guarantee feat fee sta 
(bum would be available." said 
the RFL's deputy chief execu- 
tive, Dave Callaghan. “We have 
committed ourselves to Mur 
rayfield and that is where we 
will be playing the final in 
2000 ." 

It now seems that the code's 
biggest occasion could be a 
moveable feast for four seasuns. 
"We were hoping to be back at 
Wembley for 2003, but it could 
be 2004," said Callaghan. No 
decision an venues for the final 
after Murrayfield hare yet been 
made. 

Referees are to be given 
powers to send-off interlopers 
from the sidelines. Water 
carriers, whose encroach- 
ments have been one of the 
irritants of the modem game, 
are to be limited to two per 
team and any interference 
wife the action on fee field is 
to be punished by a warning, 
followed by dismissal 

Offenders are unlikely to be 
shown the familiar red and yel- 
low cards, however. They are in 
line to be scrapped following 
discussions with coaches and 
referees. 

The referees’ controller, 
Greg McCall urn, favours a 
return to the old system of 
simply pointing a player to- 
wards the dressing-room, hold- 
ing up the fingers of both hands 
if he is being sin-binned rather 
than permanently expelled. 

The National Conference 
League club Ovenden have 
been expelled for playing a 
professional under an assumed 
name. The dub, next to last in 
the Second Division of the com- 
petitian, have been found guilty 
of fielding Lee Midgley a con- 
tracted player at Halifax, but 
said that they were shocked at 
the severity of their punish- 
ment 

Midgley, whose father 
Robert is fee Ovenden chair- 
man, was found to have played 
under the assumed name of 
David Graham, who is a former 
Ovenden player; 12 times but 
was recognised by opposition 
teams. The Ovenden secre- 
tary, Tony McElroy, said: "We 
expected something other 
than expulsion. We are devas- 
tated. Along with the fines, 
this could mean fee demise of 
the chib." 

Tbnyffarie, who is chairman 
of both the National Conference 
League and fee British Ama- 
teur Rugby League Association, 
said: "Ovenden officials freely 
admitted they had blatantly 
flaunted the rules of fee 
League and, in feet, had 
cheated. We bad no option but 
to boot them out of fee League 
with immediate effect" 

Halifax, meanwhile have 
suffered another setback, wife 
their two most experienced 
forwards out of action for at 
least a month. Gary Mercer 
has a neck injury and Kelvin 
Skerrett has broken a thumb. 
Their absences will not help 
the surprise side of last season 
to overcome what has so far 
been a slow start to this cam- 
paign. 

London Broncos have 
signed fee former Canberra 
Raiders prop Anthony SeibokL 
The 23 year old arrived too late 
to be registered for Sunday's 
Silk Cut Challenge Cup quarter- 
final against Whitehaven War- 
riors but will be in line for a 
place against Sheffield Eagles 
in fee Super League fixture on 
20 March. 

Seibold has signed a two- 
year contract and will fill the 
gap left by the return to Aus- 
tralia of Marty McKenzie. 


the defeats In recent weeks by 
bottom-placed Doncaster and 
last week at Hightown. 

John Shaut still smarting 


WEDNESDAY'S LOTTERY UPDATE. 

Drew date: 10/03/99. The winning numbers: 8* 18. 27. 32. 36. 49. Bonus number: 46. 
Total Sales: £28,790491- Prize Fund: £12,955,585 (45% Of ticket sales). 



NO Oh' winneks 

AMOUNT FOR 

FACH WINNER 

TOTAL each tier 

Match 5 plus bonus bau 

5 

£255.734 


Match 5 

473 

r £1.689 

£798.897 

Match 4 

28.340 

£62 

— 11 1 1 ll 1 ■ il 

Match 3 

496.387 

Ho 

£4.963.870 

TOTALS 

526,209 

f £12.954.209 


Breakage rowitfed down to mom £1). £1 J76. 


Mayb^jutt maybe. ^ the national LOTTERY' 

4 tnihaewaiBnyi«»o«t»rKytntiwat»ww»daaci.ntihi>dtoCiBwMcewreaOTpuiBfayaare»hreipwwa. 


V 




tflU3 U) i 



















28/RACING 


the independent 

ftfrfew 12 March 1999 


Riders still 


face Jockey 


Club scrutiny 


WHEN RAY COCHRANE and 
Dean Gallagher walked out of 
Charing Cross police station on 
Wednesday they were flashing 
the smiles of men with nothing 
more to worry about While 
they have now been ruled out 
of the criminal investigation 
into possible race-fixing, how- 
ever their problems may not yet 
be fuQy behind them. The Jock- 
ey Club confirmed yesterday 
that it may yet take action 
against the two jockeys, al- 
though there is tittle indication 
of what that action might be, or 
when it might be taken. 

The Club does not have the 
powers of arrest and seizure of 
evidence which the police could 
employ during their investiga- 
tion, which resulted in five men 
being charged on Wednesday in 
connection with the doping of 
two horses in March 1997. How- 
ever, the Jockey Chib has the 
authority to impose significant 
penalties on individuals as it 
sees fit, up to and including the 
withdrawal of a jockey's li- 
cence. 

“We will be reviewing all the 
information available before 
deciding what regulatory action 
on our part is appropriate," 
John Maxse, the Club's spokes- 
man, said yesterday. “I can't put 
a date on the derision, there are 
a few hurdles to cross yet, and 
it is a matter of what how and 
when." 

The “when" will almost cer- 
tainly be after the trial of the five 
men who were charged with 
conspiracy to defraud by “in- 
terfering with the fair running 
of horseracing by administer- 
ing a pe rfo rmance- inhibiting 
drug”. They are due to make 
their first appearance in court 
in front of Bow Street magis- 
trates on 14 April, a day after 
Graham Bradley the only jock- 
ey who has not been ruled out 
of the inquiry, reports to Char- 
ing Cross to answer his bafl. It 
may be many months, howev- 
er, before the outcome of the 
trial is known. 

A less dramatic course of ac- 


BY GREG WOOD 


don than the immediate sus- 
pension or removal of a riders 1 
licence would be a “quiet word” 
under the Warnings Protocol, 
which was introduced in 1996. 
Undo* the Protpcol, licensed in- 
dividuals^ who are believed to be 
associating with known crimi- 
nals or others deemed to be 
“undesirables" receive a pri- 
vate warning as to their future 
conduct. If that caution is ig- 
nored, they may then be re- 
quired to attend the Licensing 
Committee, which decides 
whether trainers and jockeys 
are “fit and proper" people to 
hold a licence. 

“The Jockey Club have been 
saying that they might take 
action for some time," Michael 
Caulfield, the secretary of the 
Jockeys’ Association, saidyes- 
terday. “But that's for another 
day Wednesday was the first 
stage out of the wqy and it was 
a huge relief for the jockeys in- 
volved. We did fairly well and 
now there’s just one more 
[Bradley] to go. Now we will 
have to see how thin gs devel- 
op” 

Speaking to the Racing 
Channel at Towcester yester- 
day, Dean Gallagher said that 
“it hasn't been easy and 1 
wouldn't have wished it on any- 
body. but it's behind me now 
and hopefully Til just be able to 
get on with my life. I'm lucky 
enough to be able to manage to 
get through it and now Til just 
have to ride more winners". 

Next month's criminal pro- 
ceedings on charges related to 
doping will be almost without 
precedent Horses have been 
doped or nobbled at infrequent 
but fairly regular intervals 
throughout racing history, but 
these cases have rarely re- 
sulted In charges being 
brought 

One of the few exceptions oc- 
curred in 1811, when Daniel 
Dawson, a stable lad in New- 
market, was found guilty of fa- 
tally poisoning three of the 


SANDOWN 


HYPERION 

ZOO Knight’s Crest 3.45 Lord York (nb) 

Z35 Native King 4.15 Braes Of Mar 

3.10 Symbol Of Success 4.50 CHEVALIER ERRANT (nap) 


GOING: Chases: Good. Good id Salt in plans. Hutflas: Good to Soft Soft h places. 

■ Right-hand course; seven testing fences along back straight: nn-in of 300yds. 

■ Course e on A3C7, 4m S of Kngston. Esher station (service from London. Water- 
loo) arfrofas cause. ADMISSION: Oub D& J mar CU> (T7 - 21yra) 02: Grandstand 
S Paddock OO: Park endosura £5 CAP PARK: ftee. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: D Nfchotewi jt wms from 103 nmera (204V J OW 19-56 
raws'll. N Henderson 16-105 (152*<). P Hobbs 13-52 (25‘4 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dun woody 31 wns hem 129 ndss (24%). A P McCoy 20- 

J Osborne 17-89 (S1%i A Maguire 17-92 («5V 

■ FAVOURITES: C5 wins from 361 races (success rate 346%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLER: Chevalier Errant HM) has been sent 373 rrdes 


19 nnl WORCESTER PARK NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (D) 
I £6.000 added 3m 110yds Penalty Value £4,299 

ithP KNtGHTS CHEST PB) (D) (BF) (G HueCv) P Dckn 9 n O - ...ATNsTrtn 

C 2W» LEAD Y0CMJ5T (22)(C)|Cdpl A Pratt) H Row « It 2 BPgwefl 

: ncF G4fVBS0NfHENDUr(1l)(D|(BF)fCHxtwy)NHendas9i6il 1.. UAFtegsrtU 

4 PUC COUNTRY STORE (22) |D)(BF) (Wafida tocng)MP*» t)C6. . R Johnson 

5 :<4CP PROCEED (H) [G T FtrtnaeU Gdtoul 7 CQ . Ptfcta 

C 1-R3U3 MR PERKUPP (IQ (D) (Us U Keegan) Usd Tyrone 8 DO . . . .SQrai 

■ CM2 VIA DEL QUATRQ (135) (D) 0 fetaureacy fl fetOstay. A Ctoyt J UJre 7 T) (LA Bats* (3) 

itHFTP MGH THYNE (9) (D) (The Net ftutnwdnsl P Hoots 8 0 0 ... . RWUggc(5)B 

9 j-'.-fJP CLAYMOIS IAO (22) (Ustxragi Rjcng FtotMnhpt >1 King 9 DO WMntti 

0 nAUBUNGSAM(2q(D)|QJJon39)GBa»ng7«)a BCOfart 

-10 declared-. 

V-nruj-D Ufa Trje landcap nopfttS. Mr flertopp 9sf 1 3& Va Del Qum> i Hgh Tttyne 93 
»J1?. ds-^cvr Lod*s ins. funding Son 9a 916 

BETTING; 5-2 Country Store. 3-T Knight's Creel. 7-2 Lead Vnctflat Garrison RfenWy 16-1 Pro- 

caed.YbWQutera.3-1 H0iThyn*.3»1 efehara 

V38 UantonPatheCOUAFfagmiMS-l (N Henderson] 7 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Knaghfs Crab Wan handicap at LuOow Pm, good) and nonce event at Wanmck 
Mm2t good lo softl tuo last year May hare needed race when piped ifa feast tfene 
Lead VOcaMt n lengths seccnd to Locks L*e Troirte at Doncaster pm good to 
scfL nonocsl but bcaien 22 .'.- lo ngtrw further Oetsnd same mat here new tme 
Garrison Friendly: Wan 17-nnner nonce handicap « Windsor prrt good to soW One 
poor rui SJrice and one good, before undone by fampng errors latest start 
Country Store: Short -head enter a Tknon pm soft: 3b teller here) and net ds- 
credtod back over hutSes there 16 days later, her only two ruts tar Martfa fhpe 
Proceed: Vital treated on luifcs form but has ehown very fettle over fences tfn term 
Mr Perkupp: Winning pointer n tretond bstyeac Has tinted at a fettle abtty « novice 
chases here foe season. Out has not yet tooted an a Lcenv fehed jumper 
Via Del Quatro: Fnt ten inter rites n poor b-rwtocr harxfcap at FonlweJ (3m2t 
good) n October. Several most unrtspsng efforts as wet, and off lor rarer 4 months 
tflgh Thyne: Has accomplished fettle under rules, probably besl effort wrten wel-beaf- 
cn ford of 8 n nonce chase at Hereford (3m H good) Has raced on soft snoe 
Cteymore Led: 33-1 hrfled a a return b tarm here Pm, goad) 3 weeks 3ga matang 
most but tiling 2 out 4fo out of handicap and raeral has plenty to prove 
Rambling Sam 1 v. lengths seesnd of * to EjbcuSw King at Newbury (3m good) •> 
November Fated n complete matt t starts Lost o! 4 whan no chance on latest 
VERDICT: Few of these nspre any canfidenee: mast have not yet mastered the art 

ol frepng. KnlghTa Crest- Lead ifocaHat and Gentoon Friendly a* ham doaeporet- 
ng lasTtane-out efforts to longne but woJd otfwrwee head the stxjrt-fest COUNTRY 
STORE, howerer. has done netting wreng arc* pong Martn Pipe and it a ahroy s 

press* thS Vw chanpon traiwr can codm« up same impwwiwit out o* 


10 nr RACAL NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £6,000 added 
^‘ 00 1 2m 6f Penalty Value £4,416 

3D NATIVE tONQ (213 (C) [DlUteprt) J CM 7 n 5 HARegenM 

2 5-3D2 RUS^nOMpfl(»sLPWDW«Wl7nS R Johnson 

3 &42Z CHICAGO CTIYIWQ IS NJ&rMcosiJQffanlB It 0 RDumroody 

4 S3 COmOASS(Wt , SfeTano«3£asyRrtEr*p)Dawel6na_ ..JGalddatep) 

5 525 HGMGAME(TI)(CFSpamRMVQLMXiB5 h 0 PHkle 

6 J BNCS VEAN («) (Ws 0*m VVhwm-j ; Kng 7 H 0 J (Meres 

r 3 LKW RER£CT10NS (23) (fe*S5 J Cofacn) P lArpiv 6 H 0 .-LAspM 

B PP LONE STAR pi) (Uffatfa Brodstaci) S Sfwnwod 7 h 0 GBradtey 

3 ? MOOfffiAftGA (N2) f76) (Sr £nc Paftar) UK - fi Perrai 6 n 0 ...CUneiyn 

S 4O4P0 fflJK3CSWOOD(q(Hawy%»cfe)CBarW*6TI0._. JTbzarf 

11 EtCHO IIY GLENDALOUGH fioq (Ms Mary Doyb) K Cenwlad 8 109 MBrennn 

v || __ 

BETTING: 7-s Ruseel Reed. 4-t Kings Van ferte Ktag. M Chtaago can a-1 Ugh Gan*. 20- 
1 Lone S». 33-1 others 

S9S Good Lord rtrpny 8R D R Dtn*D0d)» R-4 (P HofiOsJ 9 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Native Khg: KMength winner here (2m. good) Irom Artsnvscn tuning ctebm T>*d 
d G to "Tpeesve Baxfanai here 12m good to soft) when may have needed race 
Rusaen Road: Ptoffwsve saymg hirtlec vwtnera Tbwwstar can5L eoft) and ^a«d 
bdwd Bosuns Mate at NewtMy and Poor lb Door over thia CAD (beaten 4 lengths) 
Chicago CNy: GoocHooldng Bya Faff form fei novice ludes last two seasons, placed 
bi November a* Wfeidsar (am good to eoft) and Fofcastane Rmtt 8dfg 
CdWCto*toModestlrampnid-c#vi*ortbrlX4npere(bolhwihanvyffoiml)atFol«- 

stone and Fermi, soon pushed ateig Probably stiff task on ter*g debut 



horses in his care by pouring ar- 
senic into their water trough. 
Dawson claimed that he had 
been paid by bookmakers who 
had laid substantial bets about 
the horses, but that he had in- 
tended only to incapacitate 
them. His pleas were ignored, 
however; and Dawson was lata* 
hanged on Newmarket Heath 
in front of 15,000 people. 

More recently, Pinturischio, 
the ante-post favourite for the 
1961 Derby was got at twice in 
the weeks before the Classic. So 
toxic was the dope used by the 
cobblers that afterwards Pin- 
turischio could hardly stand 
up. There are other cases, 
meanwhile, which remained 
highly suspicious rather than 
proven. Gorytus, the favourite 
for the 1983 Dewfaurst Stakes, 
finished last of four, and is 
widely believed to have been 
“got at”, even though his post- 
race sample showed no trace of 
dope. In neither instance, how- 
ever were aqy charges brought 
against those responsible. 
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Nick Dundee and his trainei; Eddie O'Grady, confer over riding plans for Norman Williamson at Cheltenham 


Caroline Norris' ' 


Trouble mills for Williamson 


ANTE-POST 


FIRST SHOW 


CONFUSION PERSISTS as to 
Norman Williamson’s riding 
plans for the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup after the top Irish novice 
chaser Nick Dundee was an- 
nounced a possible runner in 
chasing’s blue riband event 

It had been assumed that the 
Irishman, who landed the Gold 
Cup on Master Oats in 1995, 
would partner Teeton M31 and 
ride Edward O’Gradjy's Nick 
Dundee in the Royal & SunAl- 
tiance Novices’ Chase the pre- 
vious day. 

However, speculation that 
Nick Dundee will instead take 
his place in the Gold Cup has 
caused a dilemma for the jock- 
ey. With an announcement on 
Nick Dundee’s chosen race ex- 
pected at the weekend, Stephen 
Winstanley, boss of Teeton 
Mill's owners. The Winning 


Line, claimed yesterday that 
Williamson had agreed to ride 
the Venetia Williams-trained 
grey on whom he has won the 
Hennessy Gold Cup and King 
George VI Chase. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: lfilprano 
(Ayr 3.20) 

NB: Sol Musk 
(Hereford 2.25) 


“AD I can tell you is that Vene- 
tia has assured us that Norman 
WDBamson will ride the horse,” 
he said. “We will be disap- 
pointed if he doesn’t and, quite 
frankly amazed. 

'“I am not happy about the 
situation as it stands and we 
have made contingency plans 
if he doesn't ride. We wont be 


left without a top jockey for the 
race, that 1 can assure you.” 

Williamson, regular partner 
of both horses, stressed he has 
not ruled out riding Nick 
Dundee, who runs in the 
colours of Sue Magniex; should 
the gekfing run in the Gold Cup. 

“I am pretty sick of it all," he 
said “I met Mr Magnier yes- 
terday and we spoke at length. 
I appreciate that people want 
me to make a decision but 
there is no point in me saying 
what I ride until a decision 
about Nick Dundee is made.” 

Dato Star is a surprise with- 
drawal for the Champion Hur- 
dle, for which 17 entries were 
confirmed yesterday The eig ht- 
year-old is “not moving prop- 
erly” according to his trainer; 
Malcolm Jefferson. 

Last year's record-equalling 


i2-lengtb winner Istabraq, his 
stable-companion Theatre- 
world, runner-up for the last 
two years, and BeDator (who 
unseated his rider at the last) 
are the only other acceptors to 
run in the race 12 months ago. 

Bellator is the only repre- 
sentative of \fenetia Williams, 
who has withdrawn Happy 
Change and Stretarez. Others 
taken out were Jqyush, Prince 
Of My Heart Toto Toscato and 
last year’s fourth, PridwelL 

■ Lord Gyflene has been ruled 
out of the Grand National. The 
1997 winner lias suffered a 
pelvic stress fracture and will 
miss the rest of the season. 

■ Francois Doumen has de- 
cided against sending any run- 
ners to Cheltenham next week, 
including his highly regarded 
Newbury winner Quel Senoc 


Champion Hurdle 

C H L S T 

an i-g l-g W W 13 

mat 5-1 5-1 8-1 6-1 5-1 

CHefete » SI 2M 2tM 2P-1 

raorid S-i w-i an h-i S-t 

fenWtad 33-1 3M go 25-1 25-1 

•TV ^ g-1 25-1 25-1 33-1 

Mat 25-1 25-1 25-1 &1 33-1 

I— n-1 an 83-1 25-1 >3-1 

n—dnot - - a-t -st 40-i 

fete 40-1 an 4M 38-1 an 

m 33-1 33-1 <0-1 33-1 ao-i 

rtt Lured 55-1 ao-1 25-1 33-1 SD-1 

rad 33-1 50-1 KM 50-1 33-1 


Sandown 3.45 

C H L S T 

Mltar G— rate M « M H S-1 

W ra g rara* og M n-2 oi h 

ladVrt 6-1 11-2 H-2 H 01 

SUarewGreoto S-1 5-1 92 M 8-1 

MWtaduMl 11-2 H-e 5-1 6-1 SI 

taohrltot M M 7-1 B-1 71 

fento B-t 7-1 0-1 S2 01 

5-1 B-i 8-1 7.1 01 

ftrD—i »1 16-1 160 R-1 W-1 

Tjtejjgrera Si 201 St SI H-i 

SkIMnk « BB) ns ora Rte» t. 2 3 
c era h wtn i* Lurara ssra* tub 




33-1 aoi 88-1 <Q1 50-1 
100-1 100-1 -100-1 100-1 
301100-1 -aonooi 


gMrOi a — n Mtte yl nMMte dre 
1h>7-*treo u »i ta OteDubMWoriiiCup 

IiyCowlMraloftteOtelywR ra Wt- 
RtatKWhffie Rot sareon Just around 
the comrttrt thought wo void okrtiho 
feCM oniui OEfalf jfefckpR^ td w w t ft I 
ifcfMt racB," Sfcnon On, ConA J 


**■ 


Each nqt sMttaora ptas 1. Z 3 
C Qnl H Wfen It LUdUrt SStentv TUB 


DUBAI WORLD CUP (27 Mach): 7-4 Si- 
var Chum, 5-2 Wg|d Rtea, 3-1 Victory I 
GaOop, 8-1 Dmtani, 14-1 AbraranM, I 
16-1 Matak, 25-1 Central Ftaric, 40-1 Hun- 4 
nlngSng ? 


• •' #-4-: 


High Game: « langtha behnd Nattre Kiig nvtwn fifth to Bacchanal rarer an here (good 
to soft) last month. Better ferei earfar when placed on haavy a Fortwal (2m2f) 
Khgs Vaarc 33-1 goad dabut rttort whan r lengths tafah of 7 Rrerara to Pracy 
Parkeepw a Kempton (aw3T good). Open to co nskfey ablfl propeas 
Light RaBsctlarM: ttary Htte to recorenend hin bom Hat cr fuilng dehut 
Looo Star: Half-brother to Jodani Showed into «i nowca lutta at Newbrey (an 
good) and Doncaster (2m4t good! off couse t) months « between 
Moondarga: Wtaner an Fla In New2aaterd BB-X t»ty and pUtad 14) on Bntrti debut 
to 9-namw novice Iwdte te Ketnptrar (an. soft) 

Qui chawuo d: Modest bumper farm before Tu lengths fourth of 5 6n rtw ra on fir- 
Ong debut at Exeter (2m if, good). Has cut no ice since and is i<) against it here 
My Oandalough: Formerfy trained by Rands Flood fei Irelantl, a maidan after 
campai^i n bunpere and over variety of kps fe» nrance hurdas 
VERDICT: Nathre King and RUSSELL ROAD here accompfohed more lhan ttrtrri- 
vals, the larar making pionty of appeal Mtar takfag on a better dare of opponent on hs 
last two darts Moh Game cannot be dfansaad an tebes form. wMb both Chicago 
Oty and KInga Vaen am takng sorts from atabtea which have been out of form to re- 
cere mtnhs Jeff Ktag. Ktag3 \taaift tranec has been rfuwing signs of a revfwl 


Wonfec o at M ottmt Won m Newton Abbot (2m6t soft) h Decanfaer. Sold h redeap 
farm last two starts, both 3m1f on heavy behind BrkdaJe at Vtathertay test tkne 
The M — rare Wtan novee hude at Fontwsl (an2t good to firm] last March. No 
prenfesein handcaps last two stars tfss term 

Another Mghfc fa trams off 4t^b higher mods this season at 2m to »n4t Showed 
Side with mudi setter stamina tesen heavy ground letoet outing 
Mleter Generoaity: feiyarared farm test tv® starts, second at 'fomfean pm, eo«) and 
wfestog B-nrtwr race at Ludow (3m2t good to aafQ. Shorter btp Is a^faat him 
Equity’s Derttog: Urvatobta mare but wfaner at LfagOekt (3m4t heavy) and FoMe- 
toone (anfl( soft) fast two starts, hevfeig bean rebetent to nee fast occedan and got 
ml behind an second. 9to Htfisr than tor Bra of those wins 
VERDICT'. A held race to wel^i up. vMh a timber d there apparent? better over 
tangsr kps fnofejdhgWontoostalotbut and Mater Grawros^) and othera out of form 
or t ampa an ert a ty quvkyi foe mod notable in the tatter caleffary being Eqtdiya Dnr- 
Bng. A retran to form ton Lord Ybrk wodd be no great svprtae, but the best rekn 
may ie vrth MAD, who ha had orty sta races owr foe last two seasons but has near- 
ly always pertained wel 


RESULTS 


~+-^rerara^teterT—»'* - 








loini HORSE & HOUND GRAND MILITARY GOLD CUP (AMA- 
— - TEURS) (E) £7,000 3m 110yds Penalty Value £5,084 

1 itWM CASn£COM(20)(fetaiGreCRaraay)JH Johnson 7 12 n Ma) G Wlwdar (7) 

2 O-Cm COURT MBDOY (7CQ (CO) (T Oappef J P Mchols Tl C C. ltrD AlersHenksy B 

3 F&3» ORUCrSBROOK(70){D) (My AMEoostD KBatay DC O. JUj 0 Blwood (5) 

4 -JF5M NORTH WUtENNY (25) (BFJfCbl SR Aim) R Ate 812 0 lta< C Untet (7) 

5 44PH SV1B0L OF SUCCESS (8| (CO) (AnryAr Ctrpd DhteiBBO U_llfe(SJFtobfeBon(7) 

6 OW ACTTHE WAG (8B) (CO) (R Ogden) M txteter 0120 MrMWtateon^ 

7 P,W4» BAnCNSTE(12P) (D) IMa; J Hsynd) N Podret a SO Ma| J Heyward (7) 

8 25^S CKARISI (231(D) (UGsSCdtertl J tuns O CO .Col R Wsbb-Bowen (7) V 

9 043PP COOLECHBW(7l)(HSpadilCBarvrt9t20 Jk A IDdiasI (7) 

D FtM ENSIGN EWART (38)(D)(MWSany*4ttsJStrey S 120 MrHNononp) 

11 SPP-3 GRANGE BRAKE (28P) (D) (H R MoUB) Ms CTmsanGwtesOCOJSrPStuefsr (7) 

C P-6333 JiU»HA(17)WlACanqli«arT8«l20 Cspl C Want Thants (3) 

a fWC MASTBtCHUSAOe)<Sf1(D)|Ms3LHane)BMooreMfanBQCOMlHLHarasrp) 
V S4354P DUMBCKSCOUNTRy (22) (Hfo Reg Royal Anlery) CTezad9h 9-MrSGierey(7) 

— 14 d#ctiwd * 

BETTlNG:3-t Symbol 01 Snccess. 4-1 Court Mttod* Jdtara. l« DntaTs Brook, M Ad Tlw Wig, 

16-1 Crefls Coftt. Chwden, Grange Brake, 2P-t othen 

B96 SJverSiATi n 5 » U «nson (7) 12-1 (M W Easterly) Q ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Cattl e Coke Wton at Cork (2m5l heavy) and Sedegfield (2mSl good) tast season 
and wefe-beaten fowl n Grade a at AirareepmU heavy). Daappo ta te<gfo«5 term 
Ctrart M elo d y : The dass horse n foe raea. wirier rarer C&P and second at Amtree 
(both good youncj) first two starts ttts twm Has. however, atiown no endw&ewn on 
erthw start since evrartuafy refusng Chances depend on a ifoange o( tfitirde 
Druid's Brook: Befow-farm kxrth n foo event last year. Decent placed efforts Ihs 
term at Hurtbngdon CfemeL good) and Ungfield pra. sdi). but scmrewig to find 
North KUkermy: Wfcn by 7 lengfos in novee dose at Taunton (2m3t soft) Some se- 
rious errors Whan ooor last ot 4 on soft el Ptampasn. Needs » Improve on a» fronts 
Synfool Ot Success: fei eveetant lorre «wfo wrs over CSD (from Ettogy and hanaffoan) 
and at Ludow Onx b & a Sla nm o ra IV. lengths), troth on good to soft 
Ad The Yfag: Would ban foe shate-up She reproduced tss fearm or©9&97. wtwfo 
metadod fourth n me Scotfrsh Na&onal HmH good). Unraced area, however 
BerfehstK Med up tost taw sorts n fxmter chase and poms 
Chsrden: Gya wefe betaw tes best on return to acton this town wfth 7 lengths soo- 
ond d 4 fimshere n Charmerlj Woe n hunter chase at Fbte a lcne ffrnSt soft) 

Coole Cherry: Out of hs depth an hietfes form and no form over fences 

Ensign Ewart 20-tangth wnner of 6-nmer huiter chase at Ketao (3m4t good) last 

March Has not reproduced that form ei three starts aince 

Grange Brake: Framatfy a smart chaset but now O and acconpished Ittte In kxr 

stans n hsrtcaps (aat season Part winner frto term 

Juftare: Forty usetu chasec cretaabte font a Wncantan pmi) and Exeter (3m7l) 
iho seasoa beth an good Latest fort place w back over hunfcs Chances 
Master Cnmden S&ff task on farm from novice chases, hotter dieses and points 
Dtntlcfcs Country: Another who tads wel out of har depth 
VERDICT: Ths shodd be rai by wth a Court Melody. Symbol Ot Sucseae or 
JUITARA. Court Mefody may or may not have bean freshened up by a recent freak, 
but looked so sow before it foal despite hamg dearly foe best fomt he cans be 
reco mm ended The other two are fa good fawn and there sBPe between them. 


A 1CI DUKE OF GLOUCESTER (PAST & PRESENT) HUNTER 
n - g l CHASE (H) £3,000 3m 110yds Penalty Value £2,042 

1 /e»- BRAESOFHARpn)P9(Ou«m^bsn|NlfrrdeBon9'eti — HtfOaradA 

2 OOP-2 8UIBi sncx (94 (CD) (lad (toon) MWEatevby 01211 JtaMMtaonp) 

3 F1241 EXntAST0UT(20)(D]U5RI*frt)AJIAarfo(Vfl7O4 — MrJNfclio«(n 

4 23333 SIAiaJE FORT (t2P)(D)(TRPS Norton CSfessy It 04 JtrHNatsnfT) 

5 5-3143 USCHB 1 STAR (2SP)<MOofaum)R Barber 6 HQ Mr D Atarattankey p) 

-Sctadnd- 

BETTMG: 74 Em Stout, a-t Steer SBck, »4 Braes Of Ms; 14.1 UtacMet Stan 16-1 Strigne Fort 
096: ftaea Of Itar 6 11 tl Maior 0 Bvood (7) 64 tar (N Hendenon) 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Braes Of Man 64 tmdaita won Ihis race 12 morths ago (good to soft) and kspt his 
farm ml afterwords. Udey to be Hr and ready forttea reappearance 
SRver Stkfc: WQn ths Grand MRary rarer C&O (good to soft) CmonfosagtiAre- 
production of ttrt farm wolM see hfrn win thta and Ns reappearance second at Wtalher- 
by last month was a pro n feelng enough performance 

Extra Stout Roomies form over lutles. Rater fa tarter chore tea March but has 
won a port fa Ireland this reason 

Statom Fort R*lr form fa hirter cheoas. 33-1 wtwn wel held fa thM behind Jgtane 
atKeiso (3mU god fejfirm) last May. Third n points this year. Carnot be rubd out 
Mtechktf Star Nrance hurtter/cheser, modes at best. WSHrafean tast of 4flnishere 
fa handeap taadta n August on tast start under nies. Tfwd in a port aface 
VERDICT: b t hard to assess Extra Stontfe fash port term Last yea/* Grata MB. 
taiy w*v»r SOIfER STICK Is foe pick te foe home corafagm on farm, but he does not 
frem foot mxfi fa hand of enher Braes Of Mar or Stelgue FOrt 






•i»rria«wi; ^ 
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a enl BUSHY PARK ‘NH’ NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 
- u l added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2,905 

1 ■ -2=421 CHgFW ARDWCEpD)(D)(feWJWxxfrwid)>tsSLaPnmm5'n5 Attract 

2 -222S1 ESWIEAGSfT(TRp)(T6JACr*ry)Pfeicfrti6nS JTtaeid 

3 06301 MOORSHBCBAYflOZ) JWsTflLhgki^ JQftrdS tl 5 PHkk 

4 -ira5 A13A(SO}(D)(ThaAtherrBts}NTMsta>OawB61IO ; .CUewMyn 

5 05 CHEVALlHt BtHAiTT (53) (J A<i»Tt) J Ad»n 6 Tl 0 BPowefi 

8 2-2023 DRAGON LORD (9Q (0) (BF) (Ms J R Bfoop) R RmeS TlO ROonwoodr 

7 06 HER8SAHEAO (23) (M BshekV & D Bsartr) U WMoon 7 11 0 WHanton 

8 OK KEYNOTE pi) (fefchad Jadacr Grata*) H Base 7 1( Q Ltapefi 

B 02/P OTAGO HBOflS (57) (Hrt Akn Cross Partner Ms J ftfarai 7 tl 0 Jl A Famerata 

re 436 RAZOR RUDDOCK P 12) (Ragd Racing! R Raw 5 no GBrxSey 

n 0 RfeMO (27) (ta R BtttarHiSYj lad Tyrone 5 n 0 R Widow (5) 

O 223 ROCABK(5C9 (R Benton) DNrfntanS no Altagra 

tj 0 SQMETtWGQAN0Y(Z1)(T&APaftertrt-IOfa6llO GW 

14 0004 TVE BI2Z (UQ (J PfemarQ J Rmert 0 to 9 MBafedtetar^) 

- 14 b a rter ed - 

KTTlfQ: 114 Eras Agwe, »2 Art, 5-1 Mowohlm Beyi 11-2 Rocatra 7*1 CMveiiw EnraL 

6-1 Chfaf Htantanea, Ongon Lord, 20-1 bSmts 

B9fr Andaren 7 n 7 R Ounwoody B-n fca (Lady Harries) viwi 

FORM GUIDE 

CHef Wtedancm Progressh* remote second to Sameksan at Watharby (an teavyl 

before wimfag20-rmner races* Newcastle {2nfe good to soft) from Big Mol 
Estate Agato Dsfable sort hfanepup n Itiee novioe hundes before wfarsng one a 

Wncailgn Bm. good to soft) by rfc lengths from Father Krtsmse. The farm prti 
MoonetWw Bay: TM n HfoodMd Gale at Wtatherby ^n4t sof4 Pbor effort next 
time but (ustified tavorattsm back on soft fa 7-rumer race at Fotaeam on n— «a 
Alts: GoraMm ti bumper* but has been wry in and out m twites, chaws twe 
on her wm « Ertfear (2m1l good) and Md a Utneert (aitat soft] 

Chevalier Erranc 720009am son of Srang Gale S-1. eye^efaNng ludba debut 
rr ttrtunner race won t^r ai Gong a Doneester (Sn good to aofil evay drtce 3 

out before going down by 8»/. tangths fei fifth. Hre plenty of potent** 

Dragm Lora ueert bumpw form rt Lady Homes Prtad r novtae hurdtes 

won by Copper Coei « Wfadsor and Royal Castle a Fteenhsm. Hu to tartOve 
!^?*“!^^®f v 5^?L®^ h ^ nperai,Wtarcss * Br t :am -9«><afc»GraharnMcCourt. 
2S-t remote rah of 10 finishers In maiden furete a Fotestore OmM. heavy) 

GSD (good to srfl) laa monih. wa do better, but has an awfii tot to fcta' today 
Qtag o H etghta Second fa a bunpen atUttanter (an. good® firm) n Mey 1997. First 
■* amx * rma*Yfoarim 

RMZor Ruddodc fa fay usefai form wh en thro of 23 m braiyar ffl Ghetefaam (Zm 

22^ ? s0 ^J l,Of> . b y tWwn, . pfoBa - *-} tatotfroH tast of 6 Srtahers r novee Irt- 
de a Ascot (2mdt good to soft) three weeks tater 

1980050 ** <* 21 h t""Psr a Nravtxiv Bnvgood) 

Bocefaea: Placed « around an an a soft artace a ftrtngete. Hereford and Lud- 
ow, n qumpere «i ftaan oocaalons. 7 tengdrj frwd d B to BiMoit 9ar a Ludow 
a last-named. Sumethng to find an form, but is the type to exoraess 
SomrtWng Dandy: 20-1 not much promtae when Wh of at fa hfcwtuy turner pH 
good) tast month on racaoouse dtaut * 

The Ha: No form n butpera, a odds ranging foxn 33-1 to TO-1 
VERDICT: Wneanton wfrner ESTATE AGENT has an eftence to ratota 

the drarte. Dio« wrth taara tom who are open to fayurawnant refode CWef Wfcr. 

rara. Chevalier Errard and ftnpon Lard, wan the tang-datance aavrter Cheva- 
tor Errant (once-raced rara tarries) wry rruch one to note n the betting arehangsa 


D) £4,000 


jO ZrI TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £7^00 JBBfc 
l 0,H0 l added 2m 6f Penalty Value £5,485 

1 ?-340 FARDAWN(USA3n<MC)(PWegand) fefrsAftrrai6C0 RWdgw(5) 

2 21/ WWTB3UPELplSA){Fl40) (Queen Bea««i)]BBl(»igti n a JQsbonw 

3 PJ-212 WAD (USA) S7)(D) (A aedday! K ComertanJ 9 n ?. MBrannan 

4 422T-0 SlffflSfEGBIOTlNpO) (IVESfert JOUOn6 MAFtogerNd 

5 C-SS6 LORDYORK(i4)(flOgoar)HOaiy7n2 HDoraroody 

6 MS32 w WTC O STAmiBUT (48) (D) (Ittifoosala ftafrers) M Wtanaai 5 n 2 .W Mtafrfan 

T «-«C9 TTC NEWSMAM (80) (CrSdarBOir Raeng) fetes S ErfeardS 7 T) 0 lAspefl 

8 -53433 ANOTTfflt watt (5^ |5msa Partnersfip) P itophy 5 D 0. — RJotaaon 

9 P-Q321 MBTBfeGBO06nTt17)(D)(UteJUJeye3)CYlmkiiBn8 Afete^tae 

re 50011 KUfTTS BARUNG (1 B)(D)(lfrsV Oaten) 0 O'Brien 7 04 JM Batchelor (5) 8 

-lOdsdarad^ 

BETTING: M NbMr Gerterost^. M Sopsnw Gmtn, MoHnaMtad. 114 Lord tort. WhrtcfiipaL 
8-1 Another Wgta. EquHye Darftag, kart, 14-1 Far Dim, 16-1 Trt Nawamtei. 

B96 The Rons 7 n OJGddSBfa(7)3-i for (NTmatorvOaws) 0 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Far Dawn; Without a wn since December 1366. Chance on several rt Ns placed M- 
frtas n the mesrtma, but trtow form Ws term and has tooted refacaK 
Whtecfnpef: UBeM mrdokKteance slayer an Fltafer Lard fefortfagttan. Hu had only 
two nfas rarer irttfes, wimg a Chepstow novice n Manfo 694 last eme 
Imad: Won TZ-nnwr race a Foinsona (2m6t soft) m November by a nock. Good 
saccrta in nowce chase at same cone toifawng montti ShoGd stay wel 

SuprraiM Genottm4-g( fata success in novice hude id WathorbylSntat good to soft) 
in Aprl EaUs ta ctory ra aupear a w e when b ackward a Ascot law mown 
Lord Hate Rojpeasive novice last arm wamg at Doncaster Pm^l sob) and ford 
as Ayr CmtL good lo foml wh below form fofa term, earto.g over fences 
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Cabannes goes as Richmond sack 34 


RICHMOND, THE Premiership 
One club plunged headlong 
into a financial crisis last week 
when Ashley Levett, their 

major investor decided hehad 

endured enough rugby politics 
him a lifetime, were 
yeSuday reeling from a savage 
round of job and salary cuts im- 
posed by the administration 
team charged with streamlin- 
ing the business. Three front 
line players - Laurent 
Cabannes, Dominic Chapman 
and Adrian Davies - were 
among 34 employees shown 
the door while the rest of the 
squad found themselves con- 
templating wage reductions of 
between five and 10 per cent 
Anyone basking under the U- 


RUGBY UNION 


BY CHRIS HEWETT 


lusion that one of England's pi- 
oneering professional clubs 
bad not hit the rods with a fear- 
ful thump were disabused of 
that notion an "Wednesday night 
when the administration team 
from Buchler Phillips, one of 
file United Kingdom’s leading 
insolvency specialists, ad- 
dressed the Richmond work- 
force. They painted a grisly 
picture of a business in free-fall 
and said serious sacrifices 
would have to be made simply 
to keep the ship afloat 
As a result 11 members of 
the playing and coaching staff 


were made redundant along 
with 23 colleagues from the 
ancillary departments. The ca- 
sualties started at the very top: 
Cabannes, capped 49 times by 
France and one of the finest 
open-side flankers in world 
rugby during a heyday that ex- 
tended well into the middle 
years of the decade, had been 
at the club only a matter of 
monfiisaftersigningfromHar- 
lequins during foe ctose season. 

Chapman, capped by Eng- 
land last summer; and Davies, 
the former Wales outside-half, 
have struggled with injury this 
season but were considered 
integral parts of the Premier- 
ship squad. 

Lee Manning, a senior mem- 


ber of the administration team, 
said file monthly wage bill had 
been slashed from £230,000 to 
£120^)00 “mime with income ex- 
pectations". He added: “The 
last few days have been ex- 
tremely difficult and some 
tough decisions had to be 
made. We are confident that 
with these changes, the struc- 
ture of the dub will be attrac- 
tive to potential new investors 
and that a successful Compa- 
ny Voluntary Arrangement can 
be achieved.” 

Levett, a multi-millionaire 
copper trader who now lives on 
the Continent, informed Rich- 
mond late last week that he was 
withdrawing his support after 
a three-year investment ap- 


proaching £8 million. Bitterly 
frustrated by interminable 
wrangling between the Pre- 
miership dubs, the Rugby Bbat- 
ball Union and the organising 
body of the European Cup, he 
said he was unwilling to com- 
mit further funds to a game still 
unable to finalise an intelligible 
domestic structure. 

Ironically, his move came 
within days cf Richmond reach- 
ing the semi-finals of the Tet- 
ley’s Bitter Cup by beating the 
favourites, Leicester; at the 
Madejski Stadium in Reading - 
the venue they have rented 
since local councillors refused 
them permission to develop 
their more fomifiar borne at the 
Athletic Ground in south-west 


London. Equally ironical^ the 
dub expect their biggest ever 
crowd for tomorrow's Pre- 
miership game with Bath; 

Meanwhile, Newcastle un- 
veiled their new board yester- 
day in the wake of Sir John 
Hall’s decision to turn his back 
bn rugfcy. David Thompson, the 
information technology tycoon 
who has bought the reigning 
Premiership champiohs and 
their Kingston Pack ground for 
the grand total of£l, will act as 
rhairma n, with Paul Mackings 
as his chief executive and Rob 
Andrew as director of rugby “I 
believe in the long-term viabil-. 
ily of rugby both in England and 
the north-east, and I intend to. 
structure a long-term strategy 


for the next five years and be- 
yond," he said. 

On the international front, 
you might spare a thought for 
the poor bloody infan try With 
the World Cup, a newly ex- 
panded Six Nations Champi- 
onship, a full hand- of 
Premiership and knock- out fix- 
tures and, in all probability a re- 
vamped European Cup, 
England’s finest might reason- 
ably have expected a millenni- 
al summer on the sun-lounger 
Dream on. It emerged yester- 
day that RugbyFbotbail Union 
officials wae negotiatingatwo- 
match trip to the southern 
hemisphere, including full-on 
Tests in Australia and South 
Africa. Assuming agreement is 


reached there will be no 
prospect of the Premiership 
season being extended into 
mid -g umm er; as a number of 
dub owners are urging. 

Any tour next summer 
would fly in the face of recent 
RFU policy; England’s in- 
ternational brigade were grant- 
ed a rest in both 1992 and 1996 
following the *S1 and ’95 World 
Cups. However, the volume of 
Test rugby has exploded since 
the dawning of professionalism 
almost four years ago and with 
loose home-and-away agree- 
ments between England and 
both Australia and South Africa 
in force, there is every likeli- 
hood of farther trips south of the 
equator in 2002 and 2003. 


Nash’s decision 
disturbs batting 


FOR THE last six Test matches 
at what used to be called Lan- 
caster Park but now masquer- 
ades under the name of the 
Jade Stadium, the side winning 
the toss has opted to field first, 
seldom with the desired result 
Dion Nash broke the mould 
when he won the toss at the 
start of the second Test and will 
soon have regretted that he did 
not follow the contemporary 
fashion when New Zealand 
were bundled out for 168. Apart 
from some early movement 
which you would expect on the 
firet day from almost aqy Test 
dvA, there was not much in it 
for the bowlers and New 
Zealand foundered because of 
bad batting. While Shaun 
PoQock bowled well for four 
wickets, Allan Donald, who 
picked up three, was not the 
menace he usually is. 

The standard of cricket was 
disappointing throughout the 
day and although New Zealand 
have the built-in excuse that 
three of their principal batsmen 
- Stephen Fleming, their cap- 
tain, Craig McMillan and Chris 
Cairns - are iqjured they 
would have expected to have 
made a much better fist of it 
than this. 

Brian Young was bowled 
between bat and pad by Donald 
and after Roger TWose bad dri- 


CRICKET 


BY HENRY BLOFELD 

in Christchurch 


New Zealand 168 
South Africa 54-0 


ven without moving into line. 
New Zealand were 18 for 2. 
There were now some good 
strobes from Matt Horne and 
Nathan As tie before Horne 
drove at Jacques Kallis’s sec- 
ond ball without any footwork 
and was caught at second slip. 

Gary Stead, in bis first Test, 
now glanced his first ball for 
four and batted with composure 
until the lunch interval when 
New Zealand were 104 for 3. 
Immediately afterwards, three 
wickets fell for 11 runs, all to 
poor strokes, and the innings 
never recovered in front of a 
poor crowd. 

As tie square cut Donald 
without due care and attention 
and was caught at third man. 
Then, Chris Harris pushed with 
firm wrists at one which lifted 
and should have been left 
alone, while Gary Stead slashed 
without any footwork and was 
caught by the wicketkeeper. 
Mark Boucher; off Donald,- who 
left the field in his 18th over with 
a slight stomach strain. 

Pollock and Paul Adams 


then finished off the inning s 
and South Africa were left 
with 24 overs to face before the 
close. Kirsten and Herschelle 
Gibbs remained in control dur- 
ing an excellent opening spell 
by Simon Douli, who had to go 
off in his sixth over with a 
strained ankle, limp ing 
uncomfortably from the field. 
Kirsten, who hit a command- 
ing 35, including six bound- 
aries, and Gibbs, who finished 
on 15, were not troubled later 
as Nash gave all his bowlers a 
try. 

First day: He w Zealand won toss 

NEW ZEALAND - Hrst tanto*s 

M J Horne c Kirsten b Kellis 36 

8 A Voting b Donald. _5 

R G Itoose c Cullman b Pollock - 0 

N J Asde c Klu&env b Donald aa 

G R Sread c Boucher b Donald J7 

C Z Hams c Adams b Pollack ».„0 

1A C Parore c sub b Psliock 1 A 

*D i Nash fowb Adams - ?A 

D L Mecca ri Ibw b Adams IB 

S B Douli t Boucher b Pillock O 

G I Ailott not out I 

Extras (Alb 5nb) 9 

Jbcal I63A own) — 168 

Wtts 1 -1 3 2-18 3-60 A-l 12 5-1 15 6-115 
7-138 B-157 9-157. 

Bonding: Donald 1 7.S-A-54-3: Mock 17- 
S-3A-A-. Wusenw 12-3-37-0: KaOts 5-1- 
21-1: Cran|e6.l-4-9-0: Adams 5.A-2-9-2. 

SOUTH AFRICA - Hjt* Innings 


G Wrsten not out 35 

H H aWKnocoue 15 

Extras (21b 2 rib) 4 

■focal (For O, 2-4 own) - JSA 


fo bat: J H Kallls, D i Cullirtan. "W J Cran- 
ia, J N Rhodes. 5 M Pollock. tM V Bouch- 
er. L Klusener. P R Adams. A A Donald. 
Bow Bug: Douli 5.5-L2-6-0; Alloa 9-2-29- 
0: Nash A -0-1 5-0: As be 0.l-O-O4J;,U*t- 
corl A-3-l-O: Stead 1-O^t-O. 

UmptnMK KT Francis (S Lanka) and D Nl 
Quested. 



Paul Adams celebrates the wicket of the New Zealand captain, Dion Nash, in Christchurch yesterday 


Pitch at 
Sabina 'fit 
for Test’ 


SABINA PARK, notorious as the 
only ground to have forced the 
abandonment of a Test match, 
win be ready for the second Test 
between Australia and the West 
Indies, the groundsman said. 
“We are on target for Saturday. 
We will not be having a repeat 
of that [abandonment] this 
time," Pat Gordon, a member 
of the Sabina staff, said. 

Management said much has 
been done to prevent a repeat 
of the embarrassing spectacle 
against England last year, 
which saw the first Test halt- 
ed after only 10.1 overs. Um- 
pires ruled the pitch was not 
up to standard after several of 
the English batsmen were 
struck by short-pitched deliv- 
eries. 

Three first-class matches 
have been played at Sabina 
Park since January. “The spin- 
ners got a lot out of [the pitch] 
in the Busts Cup matches and 
we are expecting the same for 
the Test,” Gordon said. 

The West Indies are still 
hoping to have their East bowler 
Curtly Ambrose fit for the 
match, which starts in 
Kingston, Jamaica, tomorrow. 
Ambrose has been declared fit 
for ids 86th Test despite suf- 
fering a knee strain in the 
crushing first Test defeat at 
Port of Spain, Trinidad but 
there are fears he may suffer 
a reaction. 


r>- 


AYR 


HYPERION 

2.10 Red Hot Indian 2.45 Clady Boy 3.20 
Vllprano 3.55 Harfdecent 4.25 The Odin Line 
5.00 Mr Busby 


GOING: Good (Good to Soft in piaett). 

■ Loft-band galiopng courea 

Course is E of town on A7Sa Ayr ral station (serwea from 
Glasgow) tn ADMISSION: Club CM; Grandstand E7 (OAPa half- 
price) CAR PARK: Rea 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: lira M Rovoley 36-143 (KUPA). L Lunge 
23-17B (HIM J J O^ein 20-04 P Montofth 18-139 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A DobMn 30-187 (209%). 0 Storey 
28-184 (159%). P Nhron 19-1Z2 (150%). R Supple 17-95 
(1WM 

■ FAVOURITES: Si-412 091 V 
BUNKERS) FIRST TIME: None 


FORM VERDICT 

Not a siraj^ w forward opener, with a tno who have shown 
promise In bumpero taking on a couple who won bumpers 
but ham pewed only oidnvy ow tudes ao tat namely Red 
Hot Indian and Slliymore. The progressiva PLENTY 
COUHAGE s fit and ii form - wrfiereas Bodsga Bay aid Pam- 
pered Gale ham been aH tor some tine - and that entitles 
him to the nod today. 


3.20 


2.45 


2.10 


LOCH DOON W MAIDEN HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2,500 added 2m 

1 5- BODEGA BAY (406) Ms M Aerator '1' B .. PNhw 

2 PO BROTHEH BESTE (13) D ftabertKm 7 n 0 MrVCoggan(7) 

3 >4 PAMPERED GALE (111) M RmtwcW 5 n B . 

4 0351 PLENTY COURAGE [23) (D) FScreySn 8 . B Storey 

5 1-132 RED HOT BCHAN (33) (D) (BF) L Lngo 6 n 6 . fl&foplo 

6 MSR2 SUYER HOWE R7)DUcHac 6115 . . .. DJMotWt 

7 64- WNDTHROP (503) lbs L n 6. . . SOuack 

8 0 ABCVE THE GRASS (734) D FfcCertxn 9 TT 3 — 

MrCRWamp) 

9 -05604 ONE STOP flW M Games Ena. . . . STiytof 

0 P-UPOQ PHAT*CUIA(132) MssLftfiseJett 3 ■ R McGrath 

n 2-5334 SUYMORE til) ID) IBF) ^ Mcmwi * n 3C McCoroa* [3) 

-n declared - 

BEITOG: M Red Hoi todten. 3-1 SOymom. 93 Unity Courage, 5-1 Bode- 
ga Bay. Pwpared Gale. 1M SOW Horn. MM ohm 


ROYAL HIGHLAND FUSILIERS NOVICE 
CHASE (E) £4,000 added 2m 4f 

1 32W5 CASTLE CLEAR (174) (BF) MraMRMtay 811 2 

— -lit A Dompcay (3) 

2 OflW CLADY BOY (M) 5 hSrt>(M) 8112 D A UctaugUi (7) 

3 43644. FORREST7H8EP33) MHsnmondfin 2. BHudtog 

4 44-QPP KILE OF RWM (23) P Mortem 7 11 2 — — B Storey 

5 P.G- LORO COOLROE (370) M Ixtufei S 11 2 

-CMoCm*n 

6 PSP-P LOTHIAN COMMODORE 07) NFkfcWsB H2.. ._PWwn 

7 00266 PALACE OF GOLD (18) L Lingo 9 if 2- _RScr* 

B 33D2-2 UP FOR RANSOME (11) Mrs A tteugfitoi D Tl 2 — J Sapfrii 

9 5Q-5PP INNOVATE (49) Mss L Russel 7 < H SOwack 

Q £53t) JESSOLLE (S3) (D) (HF) N Wanfi 7 ID h . -.JIDobbin 
V 0034 STORM CALL (20) (C) 0 WWanafl T) tl 

— -Mr JPMcNsbbr(S) 

-ii declared - 

BETTING: 4-1 Jessofo. 5-1 Csstia Cte* Up For Roneome. 1 14 FbroB 
TWbe. 6-1 Cfody Bay, B-i Lord Cootaoe, Pitaca Of Gold, 12-1 oiMra 

FORM VERDICT 

The trio who eie making the* chase rtobut as nave the po- 
tential to make their mark n am but ri looks best to suck 
with those with plenty of raong experienca JetaoNe and 
Palace Ot Goto have to be feared M translating the* hutting 
form to fences, but preference e. tor tosh ranter CLADY BOY 
who is taOJng irneh leaser apportion than when fourth on 
hs last two starts. 


JAMES BARCLAY H’CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £4,000 added 2m 6f 

1 ORJUEF ShOHARA’S WW {71 P Uw*ah 0 71 G.. A Dobbin 

2 T2FQFP PUBH ECHO (20) (C) LuTigD Sit 6 Dcmfag (5) B 

3 625342 WLPRANO (2D)(D) D Mcffad 8 n 3 DJHoUt 

4 2502 AZTEC FUTER (27) IAsM FtewlBy 0 Tl O -MrADwnaBy P) B 

5 2-5446 BERNARD SEVBV (13) IfetsL Russel 7 D 12 8 Dun** 

6 -43403 PlANNMGGAMn3}TDunflX)9 3 Storey 

7 63/23- FANAHYR (451) J Gofcfe 7 W 0 RMcGnttl 

- 7 dad* red - 

Mtatnua MfphC Ida True haxfcsp mtgtts. Famdlfr ftl 0B3. 

BETTIMG: 9-4 Aztec Ftyer, 7-2 Vforsno, 9-2 Phar Echo, Pfenreny Goto, 
6-1 Bernard Sevan, 12-1 Sbonan'i Why, 26-1 FMadyr 

FORM VERDICT 

Most of these And winning cifflcUt and *e consequently not 
gmrt puntfig material, vnpnno daserees to gel his head *1 
front but n a small field he lack o* pace 19 a worry. AZTEC 
FLYER may not always took that resototo but he has won tour 
tmes wi me Flat In the bat two years and he showed at Cat- 
tenck last tree that a race ■« this is withe Ns cepabSbea 
Planning Gabi males most appeal of the remainder. 


7hcl AYRSHIRE AGRICULTURAL ASSOC. 
- ^ HUNTER CHASE (H) £1^00 2m 5f 110yds 


1 3P/P2- ALTS ALB P83P) (C D) A Octonan T2 t2 50fr C UufotB (7) 

2 foP^ mwmiAN(m^(CO)Kfetda«to9U5-l*KAi)dMion 

3 2233-1 TWER OTOAMOND (2flF} Hffl P Robson BBS 

MnP Robson 


« U&4SQ BOflDER GLORY (12F) Yt M Salt 8 11 12 -Mi K Mnatek (T) 
5 6G3P EASnANOSHHidrps^ JS&M^Tlll E-lfeTMomnep) 
G PIRE- IRE OOMUNE POOP) Mas JRmere OUT! JMBOaecn(q 

7 P14ffl HOnESDBJGHTt12)PF)NE«nai18.JilrJBBm(7) 

8 PPW2 POETIC MTHIGUE (20) (Bf) ATroOw 7 Tl B Jk R lluOBr |7) 

9 3S3TP 8IRAHWQfEL00(Ept^(Q|KlttsaiD'S7JlrRlkign(T) 
® U4P22 SPARTAN BRSZE (12) J Hi^es Bit 3MtnLBradbani p) 

-lOdactarad- 

BETTWG:MHowayraen,3-rniBOtfciLtoa 1 5-1 Plpar O' Drwnond. AIT* 
AM, M Hapfes DsBgM, PoeOc tntrtgua, Spartan Breen, 33-1 olhira 

FORM VERDICT 

HOWAYMAN shnJd be able to repeal test yea's success m 
thQewntagaftotmanlymodsraiBoppodtloaHehaBtlwbaal- 
ngofPIpar OThuntmond on last season’s fom and a b^- 
ger threat ms# be THE ODIN UNE, who » partnered Toy 
promtang amatai* Brow Gfoson for the first lime. 


o cel ARTHUR CHALLENGE HANDICAP 
1 CHASE (D) £5^50 added 2m 4f 


t -33FG1 WEAVBH GEORGE (11) (D) WSkasy 9121 pod-RHcGtadi 

2 G-F31 HAmECBIT (1G (0) Mrs M Rewfoy 8 tl 9 PMren 

3 2 ARJ 3 FEHTBWStDH(CO)FMtftjghTliB.CMBCoiiredim 

4 8MUP RACHAH.'SOW0I(1J)(CMB ! )JG«*»8 9«M1 ..AMMi 

5 4052P NUWAY (111 M Bones 9 O II SUfttar 

-Sdedmd- 

BET71NG: event HsfdecanL 9-4 Wkow George, 11-2 Fad HwikK 1M 
RKhaeTa Owen, 25-1 Nlfway. 

FORM VERDICT 

On recent form this looks a match between Harfdecent and 
WEAVER GEORGE . The latter had Todays other Ihree n*v 
nere wet beaten off when retunlng to form at Newcastle last 
week and can run of f a mark 3b fowor here than he w* from 
tomorrow. 


e rin l CAPABILITY SCOTLAND & SCOPE 
NOVICE H’CAP HURDLE (D) £4,000 2m 


1 2021 MR BtSBY (27) (D) MB M RsrelSy 6 12 0. Jl H NaudMoil (5) 

2 4-F1S3 BIT 0 MAGIC (23) (D)flAlan7Ti 3 J Storey 

3 fife® WESreRirasVLftltmueBKIAgaieiliiBel-RQnd 

4 300-02 SAN FRANCISCO (49) A IMffore 3 TO V Sfopor 

5 -mxiP OUJffiBOY(Z7) JBanttyflDD C McCormack (3) 

6 444104 JONA HOLET (08) M HamnorelB DO BHardng 

7 OPFSH* MEADOW1BCK (11J W Hung C 10 0 J Supple 

-7 declared - 

UUmm: tost True Neap aeigNs. JonaHoBoftot rahUredMfecftSsf 7 B. 
BETTING: 7-1 Mr Batty; 7-2 EHt 0 Magic, 4-1 San Rreidsco. W WeM- 
am General. 7-1 Jane HoBay, 33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

WESTERN GENERAL may be able to buio on last week's 
Newcastle aucceea Any ease tithe ground *■ not bother 
hbrt, but it wotid be a worry for JoRa Holley and Bit O Magic. 


HEREFORD 

HYPERION 

1.50 Angus 2.25 Distant Echo 3.00 Jollyhack 
3.30 Tremendisto 4.05 Gratoml 4.40 Mr Dow 
Jones 5.10 Artie Ground 


2 25 1 tripleprint NOVICE CHASE 
J (CLASS E) £4,500 added 2m 


0 30 f BONUSPRINT handicap hurdle 
* - (D) £5,000 added 2m 3f 110yds 


GOING: Good id Soft. 

rSght-hjnd course with 300yd bin -to 
_ Course « N of city on A49 Hereford Station un ADMISSION. 
Cte^>3. Tattarealls E10. Course Enclosure E5 Accompanied 
undekt’os Iree all enclosures. CAR PARK: Free 
RVE-YEAH STATISTICS 

■ LEADING THAJNERS M Pipe 37-^ tfi (352".l N TwteoivDBVles 
2S-VS (2CUM P Hobbs M-71 (i97««l K Bo Hoy CL89 (IBB'.) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 32-B6 \M2°oV. C UeweRyn 
22-00 (22°.), R Johraon C TB [tHU R Oaiwoody tlJT GS7h,t 

■ FAVOURITES 211.S36 (394^1 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Aatnbex <3001 Trakelor 1300). 
Another Chancer tvtsttred. StOl 


1 32I33F DISTANT ECHO (IS) (D) P Nchoto? 11 8 JIThontfon 

2 0-3551 SOL MUSIC (8) (C) (D) J King 7 H 8 A P McCoy 

3 was, JACK (17) J Tuft 7 Tl 2 HBeDemy 

4 3POP ROS9ICRAMTZ (83) (IQ NMs V IMtairei 7 n 2 . N manaon 

5 15005 ROYAL RAPPORT PB)(D) J03iea Bn 2_J*Chrel Brertan V 

-sdedared- 

BETTWG: emn* DMart Echo, 2-1 Sol Mudc, M RoMnotanta. W-t Jack, 
66*1 Royal Happort 

FORM VERDICT 

QtSTANT ECHO and Sol Music cot both bowt along n tram, 
so this should be 3 true test, and Distant Echo's credentials 
are ius» the stronger Ftosenerantz is a throat if back on song, 
but the ground may be s o fter than ideal tor him 


3.00 


1.50 


B0NUSF1LM NOVICE HURDLE (E) 

£3.500 added 2m 3f 110yds 

1 21F1F4 AKMAPCHIMJTtoECS - HCBkmrfS) 

2 4 ANGUS P2} (13 KEaifvd n ; NWOanaon 

3 4 BEMTJlWEtSTlMifoVftaffiafiSlS Cktetoe 

4 RO BR»»an(Bnt)kfeft3vS«t:SH2 t>Ci *a »i nr 

5 4 U«- CAH01 SOCIETY (348) JCStwa 7 ti; WdirelBiman 

6 M CHAHW6U-(21) kteS Jchnscnf n 2 . . R Thornton 

7 d HAPW HUSSAR TTOIH Baft 6h 2 ^PUcCay 

9 LJUBRM PIBNCE Ms L Wberoon 5 11 2 S Wynne 

9 C6i>P UASTBI CHU22LEWIT (138) 5'jSrrittaen 2 Uf J JiAeo 
TO J«0- OW»^OHAI , B-1 4 »l DC ^? B ' 6n 2 . ... TGreconte 
1 CMC REHJsCTWG (181) * arees V ft 2 XAKpnruQ) 

G~. 0 vmc BOV (201 3 UcCevt? H 2 R Hobson (7) 

tk at VJUnfWUF£(F1WiaRii»4H3 . . JAUcCtithy 
k' ffl EMPHATIC (RJ Patron 4 07 . . . UrNFMtay(7] 

O ptCMON BWK5h (USA) (RB) A Asa 4 C 7 . D Leahy 

t IV p 0STUPC0LD(Z21L Grasse* 4 DJ VStaBoy 

-ladedored- 

BET11NG: M Angus. T-2 lady For Ufc. « Sa «y Judge. M Nappy 
Huss*. 12-1 Caber Society. 14-1 AHna. i»i Brynfor, 33-1 otfwre 

FORM VERDICT 

II is vnpossitM to preset wnh any aocurocy here of Hie 
key conwndars wi perform c" the djy. so 9U 13 no! a race 
mat makes much appeal as a wmna metkum. LADY FOR 
LIFE tws tno saneaid en her rteseenwon form and she pets 
me rate it»u#i Aklna, Angus. Bo My Judge. Caber So- 
ciety and Happy Hutrearate as mtetesstog agaaisi h« 


BONUSPHOTO NOVICE SELLING 
HURDLE (G) £2,000 added 2m If 

7U40D MARSH MAfUGQU) (7) 0 Amo SHI . .. N WtfctoMn 

SOFDffi GUNNER SID (QBAftteB HO- Mr H Epftarere (7) 

PTOO raw ACTmiCpajfiBianertai 81)0 ... K Johnson 

Ct»P' M0NTiZUUASREVSffiE(73n Mss AScM n nOJIBMny 

P SCALP (KZ) (86) 0 Duggan 7 Tl 0 H Other 0) 

.■P-iS 1 ANALOGICAL (24) D McCan 6 D 9 ACCgyfo^) 

tM) PRINCESS OF WARTS (19Q A Rad 5 OB .. .C Maude 

E SPACE MOUSE (2S) Mr P Ford lhBFrth(7) 

OWED BRSTECHE (FH) (9) (D) (BF) M Ppa 4 B 7 _ ..APIIcOtyV 

a ASJNBOX (71 E kWur 4 10 6 - . HAMmB 

4 JOUYHACXflSS) J0Shea4i06...- Htfeeianran 

PC MYSTERY MAM (17) P &a*y 4 B 9 - . L Carta*) (7) 
54H TRAKELOR (9) RHcHreha*14 Ot GatyLyonaB 

-I3dectarad- 

BETTINGi 541 Brelecha, 7-2 Marsh MadgoU, B-1 Jotybock, 10-1 Gun- 
ner SW, 12-t TfcMot 16-1 Space Mouse, Myatoy Man. 20-1 King Aoryft; 
25-1 ethers 

FORM VERDICT 

An uretspimg sofier that iMi nor take much witomj, Breleehe 
has thg abity to mn but b na one to rety on. and ■ardarconv 
mens apoly to Marsh Marigold who has gone oft the boi 
JUtnbos w t ereatai^ cut preference is lor GUNNER SID 
in ew betof that a drop « distance w* saL 


1 04- SO HALQNA (41) (CD) C ttiiock 9 G 0 Mr S Strange (7) 

2 3Y4F3F SHU GAA (S3) J IfedriB 6 tl O RThoretta 

3 13GQ4 SHMXANN (21) (CD) (JI) P kAijiTf 5 11 5 .—JAHeCuttty 

4 &3t>- WAI3HTS OTEAB (524) (BF) J 03wa 9 O □ -V SMury 

5 MWI 7HBIHfl)tSTDpS)(C)Tite|9tl9 XAhpuniD) 

6 465« ELAMHA9QN (273J (D) JOSmS OT.UdMlBRnwtV 

7 436043 RANGER SLOANE (3) (C) G Reno 7 4)5 KWtawn 

8 2S43P0 SURABAYA (FR)(11MFj£«dan 4 MO DGofiagfiv 

-Bdedared- 

ttnmm mgfl KW Ttwhamtop m&gnts: Surntaysfhj tXi 
BETTWQ:! 1-4 DwnantWo. 3-1 Kfore. 7-2 Sfodtann. 7-1 Wnh Dream, 
M Rangar Sloans, 10-1 Stoi Gaa, UBndVbton. 33-1 Surabaya 

FORM VERDICT 

Chjrte Mortock has won w«i three of res fcta four tunnere. 
and HALONA can martan iha sequence by cmcedlng waght 
at round. L>ely to be able to derate altars tram the front 
she wfl (rave her birten decreased by Sam Strange s 7t) al- 
lowance She s mpBctad to foe Shadtann, who is beck on 
tw favome oouree 


[a~AC\\ BONUSPRINT HUNTER CHASE (H) 
L7 -i £2,000 added 3m If 110yds 

1 P-UF1P ARCHS1 (14) (CD) R Law Tl 12 A Ur A Pries (7) 

2 7P36-1 CHARHBrSWELL(23)(D}GBonnt1 124 MrNFaMyn 

3 Q623f 3IBUUD KNK3HT (709^ H Hantoy9 t?0.--MrH Hmbay (7) 

4 33 U 8 P S»TLLEASAM( 2 »^nJGaiBCIt 1 M 20 JAA 1 IMcw( 7 ) 

5 LV&PU JBLAO(S) HfedcBGO MrAWUtep) 

8 Mil MRDOWJONES(26^l8sLGaUMrty7GOJfiaaPJonas 

7 PP2-P- MRPeOPLESpaa) RHartoy? 120. — J»DSbertack(7) 

8 -43PP4 NATIVE RAMBLBl (H) UbARtUS 120 JHr S Btockmfl (7} 

9 23BP- OSCEOLA (317) bfos U Hee t) C 0 ..IfeDSJoiHO p) 

<D 32P32- RUSTY FELLOW (310) fl Sal 9 C □ Mr D Mamed (7) 

-lOdeetarad- 

BEmiia: M Hr Dow Jones. 5-2 Ctaimrfe Wad. 7-2 Rudy R*w,6-1 
Archer, HM Nathn RunhBL 28-1 Grevfla Again. 33-1 oOura 

FORM VERDICT 

ARCHER fs proven over Ms cause and dat a nce aid a re- 
peat ol ha winnng form hereto February could ml be good 
enough chermei'a Wafl e the abwous danger, but mare la 
a doubl about wtw he aduaSy acfWvad at Fdlkmttine (mod- 
ast TopKpaed ftgurej, and he chd have a hard race there. 


4.05 


DOUBLEPRINT HANDICAP CHASE 
(CUSS D) £6,000 added 2m 

1 l«jac PLEASE nGWBPrwcfll'n'fiJirHEphgwe (7) 

2 2-4138 FERNUF1NO (BO) (D) P (fcti ItBI M Griffiths (2) 

3 tfittP PLAY GAMES (49) (CD] R lae ttlt S llWBmson 

4 F2-435 C0L0hB.BWJHJ(tlfl)pBF)lteHKn9N7Tl5J)GaiaJ*r 

5 P0600 DAMAS (FR) (24) (D) D McCan B tl 5 A C Coyto (5) B 

8 yUTZ Q1AT0NI (74) m (0) (BF) P WOwn 9 Ti 2 . . . A P McCoy 
7 SJD- SHADRACH pt4) (D) MrsH McMeyB 0 0 . 0McPtiaU(5] 

9 1-FB1 COOL SPOT (CO) GEmjBti «D RThenrion 

9 tSXS. H0H1>tERNSADI]LH1itlD)fD)(BF)R Hodges QltlP Haley 

-9dactaed> 

BETTING: M GraUraf, 4-t Nodhem Saddfer, Cool SpoL 1M Cotend 
Btoa.7-1 Play Gamw, 9-1 Shidrach, HM Femfino, 33-1 ochsrs 

FORM VERDICT 

The booking of Tbny McCoy for GRATOM can prove wynf. 
leant. »nce he a a horee who fees to damoiate and tho is a 
course whew R pay* » race pramnewty. Qndoni produced 
good form m better-ctasa everts last year, ha wen hare altar 
a sartor mk fr saago n break B« February, he wont mind soft- 
Br grouno it n rare, and traner's course record reads wel 
Cool Spot o the one id fear most 


t m! DOUBLEPRINT NOVICE HANDICAP 
rilri HURDLE (F) £3,000 added 3m 21 

1 ma AmV5GAOUNO(28)PWattw7!1 O _AP McCoy 

2 2CD220 PBBfWffl(7I)SBBx*dia-8tl3 — MrGU)»(7) 

3 22-435 SEPTEMBER BREE2E CSS) J OShea 8 U i JHkhaal Bremen 

4 WPP-0 QUB8LMG (F3J K tanertord SHD CMmdsV 

s MapmjEwajjEtwopsiPtai^ 

G K33UR AN0nSRCHANCSI(XQDGaidUb8Vti — DLaahyV 

7 P-50SP CHARLIE HAWES (TqSMdtor DID it „.CWsbb 

B U6Qi& IhSIY (BtEY pS2) G Rene IS IQ B Hwanmon 

9 40PGHF WHSURN BOY (10} M SheppaRf 7 V G SHttmB 

« 6*54511 ALPHA LEATHB! (45) L Gfffiack 6 D 2 VSttNiy 

11 TO0C6 KAJW59«n8)RHc*^heal5X0 .GayLyna 

t2 »G5P SPARKLMG BUCK (38) A Hobbs 7 0 0 GuyLfinfed) 

■0 WWO DEHRWG RULSt (2Q Ms P Foil 9 0 D OMePWH 

- 13 declared - 

A&mon wngfr JW Jrue rsnsfcap toSghtJ. 1 Rufer UK) 
BETTlIteM Arte Ground,! t-4 Pwwyshal.7-1 EHe nl lfeeoo. 8-1 VW 
tom Bey, Alpha bWhotlMS^Wnber Breen, 2M o»« 

FORM VERDICT 

A bad race In whidi the probable favourite Artie Ground may 
be wm talung on, given a question mark about Ms Etaflna 
It may pay to take a chance on SPARKLING BUCK return- 
ing to farm after a change of scenery. A thorough stoyet, she 
has had no ounce in the races she has tackled this wfoter. 




Johnson has 
eye on clock 


THE DOUBLE Olympic cham- 
pion Michael Johnson issued a 
warning yesterday to sprinters 
who have dominated the 200 
metres in recent years. “I 
expect to be bad: at the top of 
ray game this year” said John- 
son who, because of nagg in g leg 
problems, has been unable to 
push his 200m time below 20 
seconds since 1906. That was 
the year he twice smashed the 
world record, the second time 
dropping It to a stunning 19.32 
seconds. 

“Certainly I can get back to 
the low 19s again," said John- 
son from his training camp in 
Waco, Texas. “I don't doubt 
that at alL I wasn’t able to 
sprint the way I needed to the 
last couple of years. But now 
I'm back in shape and confi- 
dent" 

Confident enough that John- 
son predicted a shake-up in the 
200m world rankings, in which 
last yean for the first time since 
1989, he foiled to gain top-10 sta- 
tus. “I hope to end the season 
ranked No L" he said, noting 
that the world champion, 
Trinidad's Ato Boldon, and the 
Namibian Olympic sOver 
medallist Frankie Fredericks 
would again be pressing him. 

The Texan also said that his 


ATH LETICS 


BY Gene Cherry 

quest for Butch Reynolds's 1988 
400m world record of 43J29 had 
not ended. “The objective is to 
go out there and run fester 
than I ever have,” said Johnson, 
who has led tiie world 400m 
rankings for an unparalleled 
eight consecutive years, 

“My PR [personal record) is 
a 10th (tf a soxmd awsty from the 
world record. If I run faster than 
my PR, I'm probably under the 
world record." 

Preparing for two season- 
opening 200m races in South 
Africa this month, Johnson said 
he felt “on track" to be in the 
fend of shape he was in 1995 and 
1996 when he claimed 
unprecedented victories in both 
the 200m and 400m at the World 
Championships in Gothenburg 
and the Atlanta Olympics. 

“Training has been excel- 
lent," he said The hamstring 
and Achilles problems, which 
slowed him in 1997 and pre- 
vented his participation in last 
year's US Championships, 
appear under control. 

“I haven't bad any problems 
since the beginning of last 
June," be added. 


Boogerd heads board 


SANTIAGO BOTERO, of Colom- 
bia, yesterday won the fifth 
stage of the week-long Paris to 
Nice race. Botero, who rides for 
the Spanish Eelme team, 
crossed the line ahead of 
Michael Boogerd of the Nether- 
lands to complete the 187km 
stage from Cusset to Firminy. 

Boogerd, who rides for 
Rabobank, gained the overall 
lead after yesterday’s leg. 16 
seconds ahead of the Belgian 
Andrei Tchmil of the Lotto 
team. The race continues today 
with a 211km stage between Ro- 
mans-sur-Isere and Sisteron. 

Massimo Strazzer of Italy, 
beat the pack fa a sprint finish 
yesterday to win the second 
stage of the Tiireno-Adriatico 
race, a prdude to the Milan to 


CYCLING 


San Remo classic on 20 Mard 
that opens the Wrid Cup drcuii 

The Latvian Roman 
Vainsteins, a second-year pro 
fesrional, was third and held oi 
to his overall lead. The top 
ranked Michele Bartoli, an Ital 
tan, was I4tb and remain© 
second to Vainsteins, five sec 
onds behind. 

Strazzer completed th 
mostly flat 178km north fror 
Sorrento, near Naples, t 
Santa Maria Capua Vetere I 
4hr 43 min I5sec. However, h 
did not do enough work t 
make up for his poor showin 
in the opening teg and stand 
77th overall, 8min behind th 
leader. 
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Merseyside on defence over Fowler furore ^ 




Casting Graeme Le Saux as the 
innocent party has left Scousers 
seeing red. By Guy Hodgson 


TO LISTEN to the radio stations 
in Merseyside these past 10 
days you would think you were 
in a different cwntry where val- 
ues have become separated if 
not divorced from the rest of the 
UR Alienation is the word. 

The subject that has lev- 
ered Liverpool off die mainland 
and Into the Irish Sea is Rob- 
bie Fbwler, who opinion form- 
ers have cast as the' 
indefensible since his childish 
spat with Graeme Le Saux two 
weekends ago. Wfell his own are 
defending him and doing so vig- 
orously. 

Not because they have any 
truck with Fowler's homopho- 
bic gestures at Le Saux- even 
drinkers in pubs in the streets 
surrounding Anfield where 
sympathy ought to run deepest 
found his behaviour unsavoury 
- but because they perceive the 
incident has been used as a 
convenient stick to whack the 
nation's favourite punchbag: 
the Scouser. A siege mentality 
is developing if it has not 
already erected walls and a 
moat 

“Reading and bearing the 
views of many people you’d 


think Graeme Le Saux 
deserved the OBE for putting 
violence where it belongs," 
Chris Bascombe wrote in the 
Liverpool Echo. “From now 
on every time a player is 
insulted by another; a dying 
elbow should be meted out 
And when the FA investigate 
the guilty party should hold up 
his hands and say, ’sorry but he 
called me a nancy boy.’ 

“It should be put straight 
from the outset that what 
Fbwler did was chikfish. No one 
could dispute that Prejudice, in 
any form, is a particularly vile 
vice. However; for the FA to ac- 
cuse him of misconduct when 
he has been the victim of a pre- 
meditated, and let’s be honest 
here, underhand attack defies 
belief Fbwler’s actions were the 
result of lack of thought, rather 
than prejudice." 

That is the flavour of the 
mood and articulated less flu- 
ently almost to a man and 
woman by callers to local radio 
phone-ins. The gist being that 
Le Saux has won sympathy 
because he is middle class, 
intelligent and out of the main- 
stream of dressing-room phi- 



Stamfbrd Bridge flashpoints: Robbie Fowler fleft) shows his backside to Graeme Le Sanx as the Chelsea man 
prepares to take a free-kick, and (right) Le Sanx to te** retribution against the Liverpool striker Reuters/Mirror 


lo sophy. Most of aH they be- 
lieve, he has been lucky that the 
man crudely calling his sexu- 
ality into question is a Sealty 
“We do think we’re being got 
at," one supporter said, tapping 
the torrent of grievance, “and, 
okay, maybe we've got chips on 
our shoulders but southern 
journalists like having a go. 
You can’t deny that" An Ewer- 


ton fan added: “If you’re a 
Scouser you're scum; it's as 
simple as that." 

Given that 35 years ago even 
some Mancunians tried to ape 
the Scouse accent made trendy 
t>y the Beatles, this is a massive 
turnaround in perception so- 
cially and culturally. Maybe it is 
payback time for when Liver- 
pool was as trendy as Carnaby 


Street or when the football dub 
that carries the city’s name 
d ominat ed Europe. The feeling 
flourished with newspaper cov- 
erage of Hillsborough and was 
compounded by foe Jamie Bul- 
ger murder where the whole 
city was made to feel guilty, so 
suspicion of journalistic motives 
is rife. 

“Every dub in the country 


will say the media is against 
them," said Bascombe, who 
also edits The Kop m ag a zin e. 
“But people seem to be al- 
most gloating in Liverpool's de- 
cline. And foe team is identified 
with the city. The view has al- 
most become ‘Robbie's a 
Scouser so he must be a bigot', 
which is complete nonsense. 
Merseyside has its idiots and 


its louts but it’s not better or 
worse than any other city m 
this country." 

Alan Edge, the author of 
FUftQfOur FWhers-Fbofoofl 
As A ReHgicn and a season tick- 
et holder at Anfield. admits 
Scousers are raw-nerved but 
argues they have good reason 
when some of the cliches at- 
tached to Liverpool would-be 
piaaspH as racist if they were 
levelled at other communities. 
The Fbwler incident, be 
believes, was jumped upon be- 
cause it fitted the stereotype of 
the Scouser as the “anfrsodal, 
anti-bourgeois Scahy”- 

“There are andent shire," he 
said, “which paint Liver- 
pudlians as lazy, casual and 
thieving and more recent ones 

about us being mawkish and 
and whining. It does get up our 
noses, especially those of us 
who know these accusations 
could be levelled at anyone, any- 
where. 

“The floodgates of criticism 
opened with Militant and since 
th en we’ve had HeyseL Hills- 
borough, Jamie Bulger and 
widespread misrepresentation 
in foe media painting a city in 
decline. There is a tendency 
among foe media to target 
Scousers and there is also foe 
com pensator y tendency in the 
city to see offence where none 
has been intended." 


Certainty offence has been 
perceived this time and on 
Merseyside the suspicion is 
that if foe two protagonists 
had swapped roles Fbwler 
would still have been castas then ; 
villain for cowardly elbowingLi#>' 
faux Thmnw Smith, the former^' 
Iiverpoolcaptm subscribes to 
that view saying the contro- ■ ■ 
versy has escalated “with more . 
than a little bit of southern 
spin". : 

He says a one-sided picture ... 
has been painted “of loutish 
behaviour on foe part of the lad . 1 ”' 
from foe north against sheer ■’ 
frustration on foe part of an ‘A 
unfortunate family man from £‘. 
the south. 

“Le Saux has been cast as 


XjC IW «•-** — — . , • 

foe innocent Sneaking up be- r- 7] j 
hind an opponent and elbowing £ ' V* ^ 

him in foe back of foe head at rr.- * -*%**•% 

dearly an irrelevance when | | \ * 1 II 

weighed up against the accu- .nfi lj v ^ 
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sations against Fbwler. It .'A.;- j 
seems he should be hung 
drawn and quartered with his ; fc - ' 
head displayed on a spike at the 
Tbwer of London.” - y 

That is foe voice of Mersey- -t - 
side calling and its echoes of 
alienation has implications that 
go beyond football. Just 
because you are paranoid, as. 
the saying goes, it does not 
mean someone isn't trying to: 
get you - and Liverpool. 
believes foe knives are out 


Premiership struggle: Injury-plagued midfielder admits he was running short on patience as Forest continued to slide 


Time for 


Stone to 








shed his 


troubles 




STEVE STONE was unsure 
whether he should laugh or cry 
foe other week as he returned 
home on a Saturday night fol- 
lowing yet another in a long line 
of Premiership defeats. Seven 
days earlier he had endured the 
humiliation of playing for a 
Nottingham Forest side that 
conceded eight to Manchester 
United. This time, Fbrest had 
gone down 2*1 to West Ham at 
the City Ground. 

His wife was there to greet 
him. Stone takes up the story. 
"The first thing she said was: 
‘Oh. not too bad this week, 
then. You only got beat by two.' 
1 put my head in my hands and 
said: "You just don’t know foe 
right things to say to me, do you 
pet?' Later I had a chuckle 
about it. She was trying to be 
nice and upbeat but it’s pretty 
sad when even the wife's think- 
ing losing 2-1 us a good result for 
us.“ 

In such circumstances it 
was hardly surprising when 
Slone agreed yesterday to swap 
Forest's seemingly doomed 
battle against relegation for a 
new career at foe other end of 
the Premiership with Aston 
Villa. 

Twelve years at one dub is 
a long time for any player and. 
to use Stone’s own phrase, life 
at Fbrest this season has been 
“pretty average". Despite his 
usually bubbly persona, and 
that be was recently presented 
with foe Wilkinson Sword Pre- 
miership player of the week 
award. Fbresl’s plight had been 
getting to foe former England 
midfielder 

In his time at Fbrest Stone 
had a rollercoaster ride of 
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Blackpool Pleasure Beach pro- 
portions. Three broken legs 
and three relegations vied for 
his emotions with two promo- 
tions and a nine-cap interna- 
tional spell interrupted by a 
career-threatening knee injury 
that saw him out of action for 
10 months, during which time 
Fbrest went down to the First 
Division. 

“You could say it’s never 
quiet at Fbrest," he admitted, 
with a rueful smile. “I think 
once, just once, I’ve played for 
a Fbrest side that finished 
around lOfo in foe League. 
The rest of the time it's been 
either gunning for promotion or 
hying to fight off relegation. It 
should never have happened to 
a club like Forest but we 
became a yo-yo outfit" 

The writing was on the wall 
from foe start of this season, at 
least as far as Stone was con- 
cerned. “Fbr a while we could 
compete with the big clubs, 
but not any more. We became 
a selling club and everyone 
there, if they’re honest recog- 
nised the inevitable once we'd 
sold some of our best players. 

“There have been a number 
of times this season when, 
mentally, it’s been pretty tough, 
especially towards the end of 
Dave Bassett's management I 
could recognise a lot of foe play- 
ers losing their self-belief. We’d 
be one down at half-time and 
foe manager would tell us we 
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‘Fbr a time we could compete with the big dubs but not any more.’ Steve Stone indicates why the chance to leave Rarest for Aston Villa was so attractive Robert HaEam 


still had a chance and that we 
should get stuck in. Td look 
around foe dressing-room, see 
foe expressions on the faces, 
and I’d think to myself 
’absolutely* no chance'." 

Predictably; foe arrival of 
Ron Atkinson was seen by 
some to be foe answer. Stone 
begs to differ. “Don't get me 
wrong about Ron. He's all right 
He likes people to be bright and 
Upbeat around the place, and he 
works hard on the basics. I 
knew he’d come in. change the 
team around a little and get a 
few results. 

“But he’s not a miracle- 
worker, especially with a group 
of players who go 21 games 
without a win and are then 
asked to win something like 


nine out of their remaining 18. 
We should have kept some of 
our better players, and bought 
a few more in as well, but it’s 
no use talking about that now. 
It’s over. If Fbrest don't start 
winning right now they’re 
down, and could end up wifo foe 
lowest points ever in foe history 
of the Premiership. Now that 
would be massively embar- 
rassing’’ 

The previous lows experi- 
enced had at least taught him 
a lesson or two which, in Fbr- 
est’s current plight had been 
put to good use. Back in 1996 
Stone became a key member of 
England’s Euro 96 squad, scor- 
ing a number of important 
goals in foe run-up to the finals. 
Then injury struck, and Stone 


could only watch from afar as 
his club plummeted along with 
his own plans. 

“It’s fair to say I grew pretty 
desperate at foe time," he re- 
calls. “I knew we were going to 
be relegated and that Fd be 
returning as a Division One 
player It got to the stage where 
Fd come to a Fbrest home 
game, sit in foe bar wifo foe 
players’ wives, and not move all 
afternoon. I'd rather get 
steamed than watch the match. 
I began to wallow in my self-pity 
It was awful at home because 
it just wasn’t me." 

Once again it took his wife to 
provide her own brand of real- 
ity “She just blew up one day 
and gave me a right good dip 
round foe ear;” Stone admits. 


“She told me to buck up. Alter 
that I did. It helps having three 
lads as well I’ve got a 10-year- 
old, a five-year-old and a 22- 
month-old baby now, and you 
cant be too depressed at home, 
can you? 

“Fbr a white it was touch and 
go whether I'd ever play foot- 
ball again. Only 50 per cent of 
players recover from the injury 
I had. So while losing this sea- 
son and facing relegation has 
been bad. it’s not as bad as it 
was when I was injured At least 
I am paid very well far playing 
football I get over losing a 
match much quicker than I 
used to." 

Stone has also grown wiser 
When he renewed his contract 
wifo Forest he insisted on a 


clause that allowed him to leave 
foe dub if they were to be rel- 
egated. 

His ambitions, to play for a 
successful Premiership dub 
and to reclaim his E nglan d 
place, remain intact Yester- 
day’s move should guarantee 
foe former and will do no harm 
to his chances of r ealising foe 
latter 

“You’ve got to be realistic," 
he says. “I still have massive 
belief in my own ability, but it’s 
a great deal easier to play in a 
good team than a bad one, 
especially when you’re on foe 
right wing. I seem to have been 
chasing most of foe time 
recently rather than actually 
being on foe bad 

“There’s a lot left for me to 


do in this game. I’ve never 
played in a cup final, and I realty 
want to get back into foe Eng- 
land team, but you don’t stand 
much chance if you play for a 
club staring relegation in .foe 
face. There are a lot of players 
who believe they should be 
playing for a better team than 
foeydo." 

After his 12 years of dedi- 
cated service to Forest, Stone 
can hardty be accused of being 
disloyal. Even without. his 
departure, Fbrest were looking 
odds-on to be playing in foe 
First Division next season. 
Stone, on the other band, can 
look forward to realising the 
potential which once made him 1 
one of foe Premiership's mostJ 
exciting players. 
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Taunton primed to turn the tables Goals tell for England 




FOR WEST COUNTRY football 
folk who pay attention to 
events outside the Nationwide 
League. Taunton Town versus 
Tiverton Town is just about 
the biggest game in the sea- 
son's calendar. 

It is a fixture that in recent 
years has had a txg influence on 
the outcome of foe Screwfix 
Direct Western League title 
race, which has been won by 
Tiverton four times in foe past 
five vears and by Taunton in 
1996.* 

Both sides could probabty 
hold their own in the Confer- 
ence but. for geographical 
and financial reasons, they 
have been content with re- 


BY RUPERT METCALF 


gional football at a lower level 
- until now, that is. Tiverton 
have applied for promotion 
to the Dr Martens League 
this summer. 

If the Devon side do go up, 
it mil bring to an end their 
active rivalry wifo Taunton. 
The dub from the Somerset 
county town left foe Southern 
League due to a lack of funds 
in 1983, and they do not feel 
ready to return. 

Tomorrow, though, when the 
two sides meet at Taunton's 


Wordsworth Drive ground, 
much more than league points 
and regional pride will be at 
stake. The prize for the winners 
of two all-ticket semi-final legs 
is a place in the final of foe FA 
Carisberg Vase at Wembley in 
May, against either Bedlington 
Teniers or Thame United. 

If Tiverton prevail after foe 
second leg at their Ladystnead 
home tomorrow week, it wifi be 
their third trip to Wembley. 
They lost foe 1993 Vase final to 
Bridlington Town, but were 
victorious against Tow Law 
Town in foe same event last 


year. 

After leading until they con- 
ceded a penalty in the ninth 


minute of second-half injury 
time, Taunton were beaten in 
extra time of the 1994 Vase 
final by Diss Town, so then- 
hunger fix* success this year 
may be greater They have 
played second fiddle to Tiver- 
ton in recent seasons, but 
now they feel they have the ' 
edge at last over their great 
rivals. 

After Tiverton’s 2-1 defeat at 
Bridport on Tuesday, Taunton 
have a 12-point lead at the top 
of the Yfestem League over the 
champions and foe Vase hold- 
ers, and they have played one 
fewer game. “Ibis year we fed 
we are at least equal with than, 
if not better;’’ the Somerset 


side's manage*; Russell 
Musfao; said. *Tfe can certainty 
compete." 

The ambition for Musker 
and his men is not just to reach 
Wembley but to make up for last 
season, when Taunton were 
beaten by Tow Law in foe ^fase 

s emi - finals 

“Fve never been so disap- 
pointed in all my footballing 
career;’’ the former Bristol City 
and Torquay United midfielder 
said. 

“We lost to a side that nine 
times out of 10 we would have 
beaten. Everybody at foe dub 
was gutted." 

This year though, it could be 
Taunton’s turn to smile. 


ENGLAND UNDER-18 are in a 
strong position to edge out the 
host nation. Spam in their cam- 
paign to quality from their Eu- 
ropean Championship group. 

England defeated Andorra 
8-0 in their latest match in 
Rota on Wednesday, while 
Spain could only overcome 
Israel 2-0. That leaves England 
and Spain level on points at the 
top of foe table after they had 
shared a l-l draw on Monday. 

However; England have a far 

superior goal difference and 
that will be the deciding factor 
if foe teams are still locked 
together after today's final 
round of matohes Englan d, 
who will play Israel, have a goal 
difference of +8, while Spain, 


who finish their programme 
against Andorra, have a differ- 
ence of +2. It means, for 
example, that if England beat 
Israel 3-0. then Spain will have 
to win by 10 dear goals to stop 
England progressing into foe 
intermediate round against 
Norway next month. 

England, coached by David 
Platt and Nigel S packman, 
scored four times in each half 
against Andorra, who fielded a 
young and inexperienced side. 
Goals from Scott Parker Luke 
Chadwick, Darius Vassell and 
a Jamie Milligan penalty put 
England 4-0 up at half-time. 

After foe interval, farther 
goals followed from Ledley 
King, Joe Cole, his first at 


Under-18 level, Matthew 
Etherington, plus another 
penalty from Milligan 

Fifa, the world governing 
body, has approved emergency 
medical plans, including evac- 
uation, when Nigeria host foe 
World Under-20 Champi- 
onships next month. There 
have been increasing fears 
over foe standard of the med- 
ical conditions that exist in the. 
West African state. 

Jack Warner; the Fife vice- 
president, insisted that' the 
problems have ' been 
overstated. “I've been to Nige- 
ria seven times altogether and' 
I have examined every detail 
There is absolutely no cause for 
concern," he said. 
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tintinucd to slide 


GIANFRANCO ZOLA yesterday 
hailed Dwight ‘awke as one of 
the greatest strikers he had 
wer ptayal against as Man- 
chester United’s record signing 
revealed that he had never 
donbted his atri&y to succeed 
at IdTrafifont 
As he did so possibly the 
woriffs best striker issued a 
warning to Ales Ferguson’s 

side ahead of nest week's secy 

and leg of their Champions' 
League quarter-final tie with In- 
temazionale. Ronaldo an- 
nounced to the Itafian Press 
to&thefeftmfinefonn after re- 


FOOTBALL 


Bv Mark Bradley 

turning from a long period on 
the sidelines. 

Yorke took his tally for the 


to 100 in all MwppBHnrw by 
matching his double strike 
against Inter Milan with two 


night that set up an FA Cup 
semi-final against Arsenal at 
Villa Park. Since moving from 
Aston VjHa last summer for 
n2.6m, the striker has lrt up not 


only the Premiership but also 
Etorope to prove one <rf Alex Flar- 
gusotfs shrewdest acquisitions. 

The United manager be- 
KevesthatYbcke is the favourite 
far the coveted player of thesea- 
son award and Zola, and his 
team-mate Roberto Di Matteo, 
waejastasefflisveintheirpos- 
abiy more subjective praise. 

Zola, voted player of theyear in 

his first season in England, has 
1ft up SerieA and the wold stage 
forBals and deariy recognises 
immense talent when he sees it 

The former Italian interna- 
tional said: “He’s great, I would 


put him. in the greatest cate- 
gory. He’s doing very well this 
season and has completed his 
game. Above all, he is in com- 
plete symphony with his team, 
that's a point which makes him 
very effective." 

For it is not Just Yorke’s 
goalscorm g prowess, exempli- 
fied by his subfime 20-yard dap 
to secure victory at Stamford 
Bridge on Wednesday night, 
but his all-round game which 
impresses Zola. After losing 
the services of Eric Cantona, 
United have discovered a new 
talent not only to in spir e them 


bm also to gel their many other 
creative forces. 

“I'm really impressed at the 
way he is playing. Apart from 
the goals, he is playing very wefl 
as he holds the ball at the right 
moment and allows the team to 
get up. He is very efiective for 
his team,” Zola said. 

Di Matteo, an Italian in- 
ternational, added: “He’s 
certainly one of the top strikers 
I've seen and I've seen some 
good strikers in my tune. He’s 

in great shape and is making 
the ffifference at the moment 
for Manchester United. Give 


Derby hope 
Borbokis will 
face Liverpool 


him half a chance and he 
scores, even when they're not 
playing well -and that’s vitaL** 
Yorke has taken the best 
part of 10 years to became an 
overnight success with the full 
range of his talents only now 
being fully recognised and ap- 
preciated following his move to 
Old Trafford. Some doubled 
fte-guson’s wisdom In spending 
so much on him but Yorke 
never once doubted his ability 
to perform at the highest level 
With his ready anile as wide 
as ever; the striker is relishing 
the chance to play on thebjgggst 


stages in the game, given that 
his international career with 
Trinidad and Tobago means 
that he seems unlikely ever to 
grace the World Cup finals. “If 
1 didnt think I could handle such 
a daunting prospect as going to 
Manchester United I wouldn't 
have come here but I'm de- 
lighted -with the way things haw 
turned out," he said. 

The treble is now looking 
less of an impossible dream as 
United stand top of the Pre- 
miership, are 2-0 up from the 
first leg of their Champions’ 
League quarter-final against 


Inter Milan and are in the FA 
Cup semi-finals. 

But as Inter loom. Ronaldo 
awaits. He returned to action far 
30 minutes of an Italian Cup 
semi-final second k»s at Parnu 
on Tuesday and said H I feel 
great and am very happy to haw 
made it back into the team.’’ 

He anticipates playing at 
least part of the game against 
United. “This team needs me 

and my goal now is tu pby in the 
derby and against Manchester 
United," he was quoted as say- 
ing in the daily Carrurc dcUn 
Sport. 


DERBY COUNTY expect to tie 
up the signing ofVfes Borbokis 
from Sheffield United today. 
The Rams’ proposed swoop for 
the Greek wing-back, with 
Jonathan Hunt, Robbie Rfr ahi V 
and around £500400 heading to 
BramaH Lane, has dragged on 
since Utesday. However; talks 
were amtinumg last night and 
the east Midlands dub are 
hopeful the 30 year old wifi 
soon be a Derby player 
He needs to sign by noon to 
be eligible for tomorrow's Pre- 
miership match' with. Liverpool 
at Pride Park, though he may 
strngjtetohreakinto&eCounty 
tineqpaflertoeybeat Aston 1 VSBa 
2-1 on Wednesday A Derby 
‘sfaesman said: “Once we knew 


payer's signature in time &r him 
to play agasost Aston Yfila, the 
heat was taken out of the situa- 
tion. Jim Smith is sitting down 
today finafemg everything.” 

United’s financial probl ems 
are wefl doemnented- they are 
about £6m in debt - and the 
sticking point is believed to be 
whether they can offer the 
Derby pair sufficient money to 
get them to drop down a divi- 
sion. Hunt, a has 

already had a spell on loan 
with United eazfier this season,, 
while the England Under-21 
wing-back, Kodak; has been on 
the fringes of the first team for 
the past two seasons. 

The First Division strag- 
glers Swindon Town havelcet 
\ti ffio in the last financial yean 


Compensation paid to their ft»-- 
mer manager; fitew* Mc Mahon, 
a drop in gate receipts, a bank 
overdraft of £L3m and a lack of 
sales in the transfer market 
have been blamed fin* the dub 
trebling their losses from the 
previous yean 

The chairman, Rjfcjkj Hunt, 
said: “It’s the way of the foot- 
balling world today bof we’re 
not in as bad a position as 
Portsmouth, Oxford and Crys- 
tal Palace. The forecast is that 
we will have similar losses next 
year because the climate isn’t 
changing. Wbfre losing money 
because people areift coming 
in, our lack (^progress in the 
cups and the fact we can no 
longer rejy an money generat- 
ed from tranters.” 

The Swedish strike* Marfa 
Dahfin looks to be on his way 
back to Blackburn- Dahlin 
been on loan at Hamburg SV 
but the German First Division 
dub said yesterday he would be 
out of action for up io six weeks 
because of a back iqjuiy. The 30- 
year-old Swede joined Ham- 
burg last October on loan until 
the end of the season. 

Hamburg have an option to 
sign him but are unlikely to do 
so as Dahlin has not scored a 
single goal a n d has often been 
left on the substitutes' bench. 

The Huddersfield chairman, 
Malcolm Asquith, wfll step 
down from Ids post at the end 
of the season. Ian Ayre, man- 
aging director at the McAlpine 
Stadium, will succeed him. 
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Farry deal a ‘disgrace’ 
say Celtic supporters 


tpe shotmi the way to scoring 69 - four shots off the lead - in the first round of the Itarespana Masters in Malaga yesterday Allsport 

James keeps his Ryder distance 


CELTIC FANS have branded 
thereported £200,000 pay-outto 
the sacfcadScottishFbotball As- 
sodathm chid executive, Jim 
Ftoy “a disgrace”. Flarryis be- 
lieved to be dose to agreeing a 
settlement with his firmer em- 
ployers, who sacked him on 
Monday. after he was found 
gm^yofgrpssrmsconductinlds 
handling of" Jorge Cadete’s 
transfer to tiie Premier club. ■ ■ 
News tbatFbnyis to gabs fl- 
nandafiy frmn his dismissal 
b'obeen greeted with derision 


« *** i»IW 


by xhe secretary of the Afflfia- 
_ „ tion of Registered Celtic Sup- 
porters’ Chibs, Mick Dinning, 
who cannot understand why 
... ; ^ fhrry was not removed from 
.. ji'^ Park Gardens withouta penny 
' K r: . ■> & for a •crime" he believes was 
bom more oat oCincompeteice- 
__ than vindictiveness. 

“U is an absolute disgrace if 
' the guy is going to walk away 

t s with some cash in his hand, and 
most of the Celtic fens will 
think the same,” Dinning said. 
Tf I behaved fihe be has done 

Don Hutchison 

• /' Jn- don HUTCHISON, the Everton 
' 11 . ,.-5 midfidd player has two and a 

'"f half years left on his present 
'• ccmtracL Ourr^ortyreterday 

“ statiwgthat his contract expires 

• thi^ammer was incorrect 


mmyjob I woold be sacked and 
that is it I don’t think he had 
anything par ticular against 
Celtic, but he made a mistake, 
then made ft worse hytirying to 
cover it up. Now it se^ns as 
fliou^ihe^ will profit because the 
SFA want to keep him quiet” 

Dirmiog praised the efforts of 
the Celtic chairman, Ftergus Mto- 
Cann, whose unwflfingness to let 
tive matter drop finally resulted 
in Eany being shown (he dorm 
McCann claimed that Cadete's , 
absence from vital games to- 
wards the rad erf the 1995-96 sea- 
son cost the Farkhead dub a 
chance of landing the Scottish 
League and Cup double. In- ! 
stead, Celtic lost out to Rangers 
in both competitions. 

“At the time, some fens were 
annoyed with Fergus because of 
the length of time it took to sign 
Cadete,bm it now appears that 
it-wastft his fault,” Dinning said. 
“Ifbe hadn’t carried on the fight 

all this would have been swept 
under the carpet and the whole 
thing would have just disap- 
peared. Yhu can’t say it cost us ' 
anything specific because we 


MARK JAMES, Europe’s Ryder 
Cup captain, shot a five-under- 
par 67 in the first round of the BY PHIL CASEY 
Turespasa Masters here yes- in Malaga 
terday to leave himself in a 

remaikaMe 12-way tie for sec- his way to equalling the course 
ond place. The . leader was record of 65, set by England’s 
Switzerland’s Paolo Qnirid, Gary ; Evans in 1992. 
who equalled toe course record The local favourites also 

withTOund of a 65. eqjoyed a good day. Severiano 

Qufriri held a two-shot lead Ballesteros shot a 71, Jose- 
over a group of players that * Maria Olazabal a 72 and Sergio 
included Scotland’s Gary On; Garcia a 70. Miguel Angel 
Ian Garbutt and Roger Vfin- Jimenez, toe defeiufingcham- 
ch ester The 3l-yearH)Id, who * pion and a local resident, 

wasonceadvisedtogjveupthe opened withal. 

game after it was (fiscovered he- Fbr James, the first round 

is dSabetic^ shot nine birdies on here over the Parador Del 


Golf course provided a chance 
to observe at first hand the 
form of John Bickerton, one of 
the outsiders for the 12-man 
European team to face Amer- 
ica in September 
However; James insisted he 
did not ask to be paired with toe 
in-form 29-year-old from Red- 
ditch, who finished second in 
the Portuguese Open last^ week. 
James, 45, revealed he could 
even deliberately avoid certain 
players who are in contention 
for a place in the European side 
to defend the Ryder Cup in 
Boston. This would be in con- 
tralto the distinctly hands-on 


Injury misery for Sidek 
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ones Jorge wasmissin& but ob- 
viously it didn’t help.” 

An SFA spokesman said yes- 
terday: “Despite reports, a set- 
tlement has not yet been 
concluded.” 
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.. England v Israel (4.301 
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,v WNOWUMKhtNrlMlweiv. 
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BASKETBALL 
BUBWBSBI UAOWi Newcastle v 
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MALAYSIAS WOK deepened 
at toe All England Champi- 
onships at the National Indoor 
Arena, Birm'm^Tam. yesterday 
when their leading player; 
Rashid Sidek, limped out of 
the second round. 

Sidek was playing Eng- 
land’s Peter Knowles, but he 
had to abandon the mateh be- 
cause of a torn calf muscle at 
toe end of the second game 
when the scores were leveL It 

was the third set-back for 
Malaysia following the with- 
drawals of Ong Ewe Hock and 
Yong Hock Kin, ranked fifth 
and y*th in the world 

However; it heralded good 


basketball 

MBA: Owtora 105 Boston 37; (WJwaukee 

S7 New Ws 8& Mimeswi B5 Seante 84: 

s^aa ^gBjB ga: 

^12^S?SBEr.SiSS: 

pw»99. 

BIATHLON 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS (OWb, Nm) 
Wn mm's ISkn MMdMl race l 0 

JUtfl 43n*i 28.19BC * C Mm« 
ifn 3 A amimM {ftoj 3:13.6: * 


[fn ♦2D33: 3 A Aldwow f 
O Prcrwa (Uta) 342.1; 5 A 
4-.13.U SM RnbcratSmti 4 


k a (BuQ 4:46J. 

BOWLS 

Scotland continued the defence of 
their Home International Indoor 
Championship in Bournemouth yes- 
terday with a comfortable 145-100 
win over Ireland. 

CRICKET 



WBfBD SHEW (*« £v o I few): 
(IWbom); Victoria 263 |M Mon 106, 1 


BADWIINTON 


news for the host country as an 
hoar later Colin Haughton 
overcame Martin Delfe, of Den- 
mark, 154, 15-6 to put two Eng- 
lish players into the third round 
cf the men’s singles for the first 
time since 199L 

Among those booking third- 

round places were toe Olympic 
champion Poul-Erik Hoyer- 
Larsen, who beet China’s Xla 
Ynanre i5-i 1, 15-11, and toe 
second seed Flmg PBrmacC, of 
Taiwan, who overcame the In- 
donesian RannyAgustinus. 

In the women’s tournament, 
the holder, Ye Zhaoying, of 


HSrtey 77: J Angri 5-64) Westtni Ausuata 
04h UWel4kteF0u«BWWx1 239 (M Kay 
den 77; PlMbon 5-68) Sown Australia 1%I: 
IHetard: TSsnanla 266 tor & U Cm 128) 
New Soudi Wales. 

CYCLING 

RMU-NKS RAOt HM aaca (IVTtuu 
fmCHNttoFMri: l sBotera (Col) 
4hr 43nln 5 Bmc 2 M Boogerd |N«hi same 
time 3 M Vteuten (Bdl +29sec * M_den 

ATtlS^ef+^K; 3 maw 034: * 
8Bfeer(k& 5 AMerda (8*0 M9. Ofew 
65 Bogdm an 2633 

FOOTBALL 

Huddersfield have agned Kevin 
Dewden. the Brentford goalkeeper. 

on a free transfer as cower for Nico 

Vtesen. 

WBJNBBMUrS Utra RBSUU&M Of 

Stak Roawl Rapte: CheBee 0 Mvi 2. 

HlCMn PwiaferVIWr BgWwii l Ew- 
am 2; Do% 2 Ason Wa is Ugfer Joen- 
Iwn ft Noeun F«K 

rtir 1 '-* T ■ ■-(I-. *ra ""I™ 

0 tadns 4. SraS 

Ojdetw X 1 W*itl PraagJocr MlIt^- 
tradlaiciai nwrt¥iw nrtfa4fa wsMstang 

V.IWflto*iei0;ftfertMd 20qM!» i^; 

3 uagaa or WUe* 

nwrfSTbwi 2: Caernirron Vayn 3 New; 

uhi 1: Conoy 2 KoNwei }: OwnbraneWjI 
1; Hw e rfo rtiiw3»'l»^MfefVimawraa° 


China, started her defence 
with a comfortable 11-2, 11-5 
victory over Kara Sohnundson, 
of Canada. 

England are down to the 
Commonwealth champions 
Simon Archer and Jo Goode in 
the mixed doubles. The fifth 
seeds beat the Danes Janek 
Roos and Helene Kirkegaard 
15-13, 15-5 to set up a con- 
frontation with Kim Dong 
Moon andRa Kyung Min, who 
beat them in the Wortd Grand 
Prix finals. 

The South Koreans put out 

EtogfentTs other top pair; Chris 

Hunt and Donna Kellogg, in 
the second round. 


SPORTING DIGEST 


approach adopted by Balles- 
teros, his predecessor as cap- 
tain, before t&lderrama in 1997. 

“Tm not diangiDg any draw 
the whole year" James said. T 
pfoy with one guy or other just 
by pure diance. I dotft want to 
be found pushing players who 
are on the edge anyway. They 
don't need it If I do ask for 
something I may go the other 
way and ask not to be paired 
with somebody because I don’t 
want to put pressure on them." 

Any such pressure certainly 
did not seem to get to Bicker- 
ton, who has made tbe cut in all 
seven events so for this yean He 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

4 

The member of 
players allegedly 
attacked by police at 
a Brazilian football 
game. Officers 
mistook a Vasco 
player for a pitch 
invader and his 
team-mates were 
him going to his aid. 


has recorded two top-10 fin- 
ishes, and lies 13th in the Ryder 
Cup standings. The Challenge 
Tbur graduate continued Ms 
rich vein of form here with a 
first-round 68 but refused to 
look too far ahead. 

Tm not thinking about the 
Ryder Cup yet," he insisted. 
“It’s a tong, long way off but it 
was good to plqy with Mark for 
tbe first time -he was veiy good 
company Wfe had the best cf the 
conditions and we had to take 
advantage of that It was a 
good effort but a few chances 
sloped by.” 

One player almost certain to 


be in Europe's Ryder Cup side 
is Darren Clarke, although the 
39-year-old's indifferent start to 
the year continued here. Clarice 
shot a one- over-par 73 and 
headed straight for toe practice 
ground, where he worioed an his 
swing with Derrick Cotter who, 
inadaitalbthadaholeA-onecm 
the sixth on his way to a 69. 

Clarke, who was playing only 
his eighth round of the year, 
said: "I made a few stupid 
errors, missed five greens and 
it cost me five shots. But I’m 
much happier now alter four 
valuable hours on the practice 
ground." 


Florida scandal 


the head of toe Florida state 
athletic commission has been 
fired for taking $100,000 (ap- 
proximately £64.000) from Don 
King and then trying to influ- 
ence the rest of the regulatory 
board to help the boxing pro- 
moter 

Governor Jeb Bush removed 
Morris “Mite" Srionti after 
Florida's inspector general de- 
termined there was a conflict of 
interest Commissioner Jack 
Guggino told investigators that 
Scionti approached King and 
other promoters asking for help 
with a foundation that purport- 
edly would help boxers pay for 
outside-toe-ring expenses sudi 
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Britan’s lan Pyman cook the lead 
after the first round of toe Kenya 
Open yesterday with three birdies 
and an eagle in a 6-under par 65. 
TUSKER rainx OPEN LMMAng tint 
roratd scores (68 or IH anl— mud); 
£5 I Pyman. i Aker (Sw) SC M Lataber 
(NtttiJ. C larrah (Vfcnj. R Eyraud (RJ. 67 
L Alnan*e (Fri. C Van der fekfe (Met*). J 
Kendo (Ken). J StokJ (Swe). G Hutefteon. 
68 E Anderson Swe). R Bata. A Barwo. 
A ButMT Retd. E Cribere (Swe). S Daniels 
[SA], B Dredge. M Enasson (Swe). J 
Hawfwaertti, B Lincoln (SA). D bma S 
Mwamena nan), T Nielsen (Nor). J Okd- 
io (Ken). 690 H+grtrts. F Howley. S Hurd. 
l» Jacobson (Sro^.Q Ple P Bbon o lit]. 0 Ro- 
lann (Nor). K Scaresurd \D»), N Van- 
hoccegem (Bel). LWferertwfg (S»ue). 
TURCS19UIA HASTBB (AodsUela, Mab- 
n) I nHini ftn nml «ot» [6t or W 
wdtM rtxttxfl; 69 P GMd IS**). 67 A 
Cabrera (4gLP Borrego (Sp). R Nn eho m 
Mimes. CTteien Kmej. F Jacobson (Snrl. 
F Untew pwe). D Bfemd (Swel, G Ore P- 
Ufchansson jam. iGartca RGanzaez (*g). 
CVM TUirm/r. iSckerran. K Imarf (Jkb^- 
T Geeeie (Ga), JM Caniles (Sp). A Hamm 
IDenT 6 Onn. «8 D Smyth. M PInera (Sp). 
MA Martin (Sp). B Dads. M Otender 
D Coopec P BroactiurK. D «3ftxd. M Scarpa 
W, M ferry (Fr). MA Jlfflene* (Sp). M P*- 
fcMon. S wtibRK M HNkd M. » JSp). 
SISwicb. v PTN^s. A Mdardy (5AJ. Pftfc 
(Swe). 70 E Darcy P Unharc (Sp). G Noraufsr 
|U5|. M Hallberg | (Swe ). } Sera (Sp). C foc- 


a (k). -SG-dJ (Sp). J Mefec JMS«|h (M). 
M tanner (Swe). A Bhwhi (ft). C Rw»m fSpU 
R Mtmc |Nem . A Mfefi. JM Canlxares (Sp). 
S BrttJ. ft Betas. R Getwa (SA). V Casado 
(Sp), CHrWne (US). RKjriflon (Swe). ROiap- 
man. A Raki ‘denotes cmomir 


ICE HOCKEY 
NHL: Boson 2 Ftolda 0: Colorado 3 ttMi- 
ingronr (pr(. New 'ftjrk Banders 2 RdadeF 
phia 2 (on: New Jersey 3 PUtsbureri t. 


fcronio 6 ~&mpa Bay 1 ; Calvary 7 ScLouB 
4; Los Angeles 4 Detroit 2: San Jose 4 
Ftocna 2. 

RUGBY UNION 

Scotland Under-1 85 nude a v»irew)g 
start to toeir three-match tour of 
Spain yesterday, beating Spain 
Under-20 30-3 In Madrid. 

SKIING 

Deborah CompagnonI, the triple 
Olympic champion from Italy has 
called a press conference for to- 
morrow where she is expected to 
announce her retirement. 

WORLD car (Stem Nenria. Sol 
Mta’a Mpcr-G: I C Mayer (Aur) limn 
28-71 Sec 2 AScWfrerer (AuES 1^9.06; 3 
J Strow (Aur) VJ9.S3: A L K)us (Not) 
T;29.S4; 5 S Locber (Swir) 1 -29.79: 6 F 
Nffw (Swe) 1 J933: 7 H MWer (Aur) 
1 39.95: 6 J Kobfar (Ski) l:2937:9B fcrcn 


BOXING 


as their education. King’s 
$100,000 gift was toe only do- 
nation to the foundation, the re- 
port said. The inspector 
generaTs report also found that 
more than half the money went 
to toe foundation’s director. 

After the donation, Scionti 
advocated to toe athletic com- 
mission that it reverse its policy 
of excluding long-term con- 
tracts between promoters and 
fighters, a change King sought, 
the report said. 

Scionti “committed improp- 
er and or unethical acts", Bush 
said 


(Aul) 1:30.15: lOFSnoW (Autl 1:30-28 
S ra ndtu tK 1 Maw 516pcs. 2 S Ebfllurrcr 
(Apt) 330: 3 Schlflerer 262: 4 Mayer 252; 
S H Knews> \p*A) 233; 6 R Salzgeber (Jut) 
212. 7 Kps 2 OB: B StroM 178; SKA 
Aomodt (rtor) 167. 

TABLE TENNIS 
ENGLISH OPEN (Pwxw* Lelsura C«- 
o«.GRae Vkmoicfa| MnMNntfrt ruN- 
IMac round luopnd cute L Htelsenw 
(GerJ bt G Herbert (Eng) 31-17 SMI. 
Women's singles second seas*: N 
Ueaionfimig bt K Meyerboler (Deri 18*31 

TENNIS 

NEWSWEEK CHAMPIONS CUP (Man 
Wife, CaUfl M n*i dtagha second fount 

M (tos (CNfe) bt C PwCne (Ft) 7-6 6-1. K 
Maltose (Beq be G fenMsevic (Ou) 7-6 6-3. 
K Kucera (Slovak) bt L Hewin (Aut) 7-5 6-3. 
J Srmerti It (Netti) bt FMetgpil(Br) Mi 2-6 
6-4; CVtaofeuff ^U PTHuTiub (Merti) 


7-6 6-3: M 5aBn 


dmaaob {USi 


6-2 7-6: F MantUto (Sp) b< P Sampras lUSj 

6- 7 3-6 6-3: C Moya (Sp) bt J Coulter (US) 

7- 6 6-4: M Phttlppoussis [Au£| bt A Conet - 
|a (Sp) M 7-5 6-2. T Martin (US) bt F CLbih 
($ p) 6-2 3-6 7-6; G RusedsM (GB) bt S Drap. 
« (Awl &3 6-3: R Kraftei (Netb) bt j-m 
G ambO (US) 6-7 7-5 7-5 

BTTA EVERT cup (Indisn HMDs, Calif) 
Woman's slnslas anartar-BnalK S Tn- 

nid Ifr) bt H tLrnyow (SkwA} 6-1 6-3: C 
RuWnjUS) bt IWTHutgls |SwU) 6-3 7-6; S 
Graf (Ger) biJ Novotna (Cz Rep) 6-2 6-0; 
S Wlmarns (US) bt M Plette (Fn 7-5 7-6. 
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Stone rolls Villa’s way for £5.5m 


* 


JOHN CREGOKY took his trans- 
fer outlay towards the £30m 
mark in barely 12 months as 
Aston Villa manager last night 
when he paid Nottingham for- 
est £5.5m for Steve Stone. 

But Gregory’s interest in 
further bolstering his midfield 
with George Boateng's com- 
bative talents has led to Coven- 
try City reporting Villa to the 
Football Association for 
allegedly making an illegal ap- 
proach to the Dutchman via his 
former team-mate Dion Dublin. 

After concluding the Stone 
deal the Villa manager said: 
‘Tm delighted to have got Steve 
for our last 10 games, and I 
hope he’s going to help to turn 
our season round. He's quick, 
gets around the park well and 


FOOTBALL 


by Phil Shaw 


can play in any position across 
the middle. It's a situation 
we’ve monitored for a long 
time and I thought me might 
have to wait untQ the sum- 
mer." 

Stone, who won nine Eng- 
land caps during Terry Ven- 
ables' reign, has exchanged 
seemingly certain relegation 
with Forest for Villa’s attempt 
to halt a run of one point from 
six matches, which has taken 
them from the Premiership 
summit to fifth place. He spent 
12 years in the east Midlands 

aft<*r*flrrhrin g gga fwtmayr dur- 

ing the Brian Clough era, mak- 


ing his final appearance in 
Wednesday’s defeat by New- 
castle. 

Villa originally tried to offload 
Stan Coliymore to fbrest in 
part-exchange for Stone, but 
the controversial strikes who is 
under treatment for clinical 
depression, would not return to 
the City Ground. The 27-year- 
old Stone, whose contract with 
Villa faiwMt him through to the 
summer of 2003, follows Dublin 
(£5.75m). Paul Merson 
(£6.75m), Alan Thompson 
(£4.5m) and Steve Watson 
(£<L2mj - the latter duo being 
fellow Geordies - as the major 
signings since Gregory arrived 
in February last year, 

Gregory, who recouped 
£l2.6m in one transfer alone 


when Dwight Ybrke defected to 
Manchester United, has seen 
his lack of squad depth exposed 
by injuries and illness during 
Villa's recent poor run of form. 
A £45m offer for Alan Stubbs 
was turned down by Celtic, 
while he has not followed his 
interest in Bradford’s Robbie 
Blake with a bid. 

Villa were, however, suc- 
cessful in landing Cardiff's 
Mark Delaney for £500,000 this 
week. While the rookie right 
back win not be risked against 
David Ginola at Tottenham 
tomorrow; Stone will make his 
debut as Gregory seeks to 
ensure that his team do not 
miss out on a Uefa Cup place. 

Gregory refused to com- 
ment on claims by the Coven- 


try chairman. Bryan Richard- 
son, that Dublin, the Sky Blues’ 
former captain, may have been 
Used tO 

Boateng about a posable move 
to Villa Park. 

Richardson said: “We have 
clear evidence of an illegal 
approach to Boateng and his 
agent on behalf of John Gregory 
and Aston Villa. We have re- 
ported Villa to the FA and the 
Premier League for a dear 
breach of all the rules, and a 
dearly illegal approach to the 
player with a view to unsettling 
him - which they have. 

“Villa have shown a total 
disregard for FA rules and we 
intend to pursue the matter 
most vigorously. I am not hav- 
ing Boateng stolen from us or 


unsettled by any other dub.” 

Coventry contend that only 
after Villa’s alleged approach 
did Gregory contact his oppo- 
site number; Gordon Strachnn, 
who told him Boateng was not 
for sale. The Villa chairman, 
Doug Ellis, is then said to have 
phoned Richardson with an 

offer; which was also rejected, 

and Villa were warned not to 
contact either the player or 
his advisor. 

Strachan said Villa's interest 
had turned Boateng a £250,000 
capture fitsn fbyenoord, from ^ 
very happy young man" to one 
who was “confUsed". But he 
said he had been “absolutely 
excellent” m training and would 
play in the hnmA game against 
Blackburn tomorrow. 


Meanwhile, Villa’s goal- 
keeper Mark Bosnich last night 

told how Stan Collymore’s 
Aston Villa team-mates were 
kept in the dark over the trou- 
bled striker’s off-field prob- 
lems. Collymore’s depression, 
which has been treated at a 
dime; came to light when Villa 
played Ftilham in a fourth 
round FA Cup tie in January. 

Bosnich said the players 
for information about 
Collymore’s problems - “but it 
was not forthcoming." 

“He [Coliymore] could have 
told us and he wanted to talk to 
us, but he was under instruc- 
tions not to. Ifo told us all he has 
a certain problem and he didn't 
want to discuss it fruther aid 
that was the end of the matter. 


The boys on the whole appre- 
ciated that," Bosnich said. 

CoUymore's off-field prob- 
lems have coincided with a 
dramatic slump in form for 
Villa who have declined from 
championship hopefuls to fifth 
place having taken one point 
from 18. 

■ BSkyB should know by April 
13 if they can take over Man- 
chester United. That is the lat- 
est date by which the 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry must publish the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers 
Commission investigation into 
the takeover. The MMC wiH sub- 
mit their conclusions to the DTI 
today which then has 20 wak- 
ing days to publish the report. 
Stone sheds troubles, page 30 
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Fowler writes 
to Le Saux 


ROBBIE FOWLER has released 
the contents of a “private" let- 
ter written to Graeme Le Saux 
aimed at ending the rumbling 
dispute over their running fold 
when Liverpool visited Stam- 
ford Bridge on 27 February. 

Le Saux was caught by tele- 
vision elbowing ftiwler in the 
back of the head following an 
angry confrontation between 
the pair, during which the Liv- 
erpool striker made offensive 
gestures towards his England 
colleague. The Fbotball Asso- 
ciation has since charged both 
players with misconduct 

Powder has been condemned 
for his actions, and yesterday 
sought to defuse the situation by 
issuing a copy of a letter from 
him that was delivered to Stam- 
ford Bridge earlier in the day 
However, under dear legal 
advice he has been careful not 
to admit to wrong-doing and 
again uses the term “misinter- 
preted'' in the letter, having 
made the same claim in a state- 
ment last Friday after receiving 
Le Same’s letter of apology. 

Le Saux sent his letter to 
Fowler, and the contents of 
that have not been made pub- 
lic. Now Fowier dearly wants 
his version of the incident out 
in the open before the FA hear- 
ing, and he released it through 
his solicitor; Kevin Dooley. 

Graham Tayior, the chief 
executive of the Professional 


BY MARK PIERSON 


Footballers’ Association, had 
expressed his wish to see a 
more extensive response from 
Fbwier than he produced last 
Friday after Le Same's public 
apology and his own private let- 
ter to the England striker. 

Le Same’s advisors had said 
thqy wanted to scrutinise the 
contents of any letter of apology 
from Fowler before giving it 
their seal of approval. 

Fowler's letter; beginning 
“Dear Graeme” and addressed 
to Le Saux, cjo Chelsea FC. 
Stamford Bridge, Ftilham Road, 
Chelsea, London, said: 

“I am in receipt of your with- 
out prejudice letter about what 
occurred on Saturday, 27 Feb- 
ruary at Stamford Bridge. 

“I am sorry if you misinter- 
preted my actions during the 
game, which were not meant to 
cause any offence to yourself or 
anyone else. Hopefully this 
unhappy incident can now be 
brought to an end. 

“I am sure you share my 
hope that when we play to- 
gether again either on opposite 
sides or on international duty, 
people have no reason to judge 
us other than on our footballing 
abilities. 

Best wishes, 

R Fowier” 

Merseyside on the 
defensive, page 30 



Pete Sampras hits a backhand return during his second-round defeat fay the Spaniard Ftelix Mantilla in the Newsweek Champions Cup in Indian Wells 
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ACROSS 

I Fly home by way of 
Luxembourg in the 
dark? Absolutely! <3-5> 

5 No time for articles 
about desert plants or 
tropical shrub (6) 

9 As morgues, perhaps, 
initially eery? (8) 

10 Old woman sitting 
between pupils in 
exam (1-5) 

II Subjects identified by 
some of the Belgian 
people (8) 

12 Worn,’ about queen's 
trained polecat (6) 

! 14 Lump in throat from 
taking another look at 
Papa s medal (5,5) 

18 Vehicle trundling along 
the Strand (5*51 
22 Big drink causing tippler 


to lose heart, maybe? (6) 

23 Stolen biscuits originally 
seen in picture (8) 

24 Hard to get into dirty 
Craft (6) 

25 Structural support for 
chaps invading a grouse- 
shooter’s place (8) 

26 Means of transport 
giving school pupil an 
advantage (61 

27 Fresh representation of 
English nverin 
coloured frame? (4-4) 

DOWN 

1 Manipulate and stir 
broken leg (6) 

2 Rug for the top storey (6) 

3 French article about 
being a tenant (6) 



book of useful hints (10) 
Accused left in a pickle - 
no way out (3-2-3) 

7 Lots of whitewash 
deliveries in small open 
vessels (5-3) 

8 Time a musician 

will be about to appear 
nervous (8) 

13 Description of some- 
thing you fancy? (10) 

15 Drops of water 

16 Inconsistency in vocal 
rendition within confines 
of Venetian church (8) 

17 No half measures -ogle 
husband shamelessly af- 
ter finding out how (5,3) 

19 Being unentimsiastic, in 
a way, and starting to 
yawn? (6) 

20 Hearty shout will engage 
attention mostly (6) 

21 Way to confront an 
unruly adolescent, it's 
said (6) 


Henman fends 
off Rusedski 
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TIM HENMAN recorded his 
fourth victory in six encounters 
with his fellow Briton when he 
beat Greg Rusedski 6-4, 2-6, 6-4 
in the quarter-finals of the 
Champions Cup here yesterday. 

It was not exactly pistols at 
dawn, but Britain’s top two 
seemed a lonely pair as the 
match began on a chilly, cloudy, 
desert moping, with spectators 
still drifting into the Centre 
Court So intense was the con- 
centration on both sides of the 
net, however; that Henman and 
Rusedski probably would have 
been oblivious even if the 
stands had been packed. 

Their rivalry has raised 
British interest in the sport so 
much in the past four years that 
it was hard to imagine that this 
was only their sixth meeting. 
TWo of the previous encounters 
were purely domestic affairs. 

with Henman defeating the Ca- 
nadian-born Rusedski in the 
final of the National Champi- 
onships at Telford in 1995 and 
1996. 

Henman, the world No 7, 
would also argue that he was 
unable to match Rusedsld's 
spirit in their last match, in the 
concluding round robin of at the 
ATP Tour Championship in 
Hanover last November; be- 
cause he had already qualified 
to play the Spaniard Carlos 
Moya in the semi-finals. Rused- 
ski, a substitute at the feast, ea- 
gerly accepted a straight-sets 
win worth enough points to en- 
able him to end the season in 
the top 10. 

Serving being crucial to both 
players, it was interesting yes- 


TENNIS 


By Derrick Whyte 
in Indian Wells, California 

terday to see who would settle 
into a smooth rhythm first It 
proved to be neither Rusedski 
was broken in the opening 
game, after Henman’s mishit 
backhand found a line on the 
second breakpoint, and Rused- 
ski capitalised on his oppo- 
nent's loose first serve in the 
second game. Henman did not 
produce a first serve until trail- 
ing 0-40. He won the next point 
but then hit a backhand long 

Although Henman contin- 
ued to search far consistency on 
his first serve, Rusedski was un- 
able to punish him as much as 
he would have hoped in the first 
set Indeed, not a single ace 
came from Rusedski's racket 
during the opening period, in 
which he double-faulted three 
times. 

Rusedski managed to save 
two breakpoints at 3-3, but was 
unable to deny Henman in the 
ninth game. The umpire over- 
ruled when Rusedski's back- 
hand volley to the comer was 
called out on the first set point 
at 30-40. A double-fault gave 
Henman a second opportunity, 
and the Oxford man’s return of 
serre caused Rusedski to dump 
a half volley into the net after 
41 minutes. 

Rusedski won the second set 
with surprising ease, 6-2, but the 
deciding set proved to be a dose 
encounter before Henman ran 
out the eventual winner 

One player Henman will not 


be facing in either the semi-final 
or the final is Fete Sampras, 
who lost here on Wednesday 
night to the Spaniard, Felix 
Mantilla. - The American 
shrugged off the threat to his 
world No l ranking, but he 
could not shrug off another 
earty exit in this tournament 
Tm going to take this hard,” 
Sampras said after a three-set 
defeat in the second round. “1 
don’t like losing and playing the 
way I did tonight" 

Sampras made 54 unforced 
errors, inducting a double fault 
on match point He blamed a 

lack of matches this year; but 

was quids to say that was not 
enough of an excuse. “It’s not 
the wsy I wanted to play here," 
he said. “I really felt this was a 
good year for me to do weH” 
Sampras was playing in just 

his third tournament of the 
year; after missing the Aus- 
tralian hard court season. He 
played at San Jose in Ftebruary 
but withdrew before his semi- 
final match with a leg irgury suf- 
fered in the quarter-finals. Last 
week in Scottsdale, he wan one 
match and lost in the second 
round to Jan-Michael GambilL 
“Not having played many 
matches this yeanyoncarft just 
try to find your farm, 1 ’ he said. 

TVo unseeded Americans, 
Chanda Rubin and Serena 

Williams playpd giant- kilters at 

the Evert Cup, the women's 
tournament being staged here 
alongside the men’s event 
Rubin beat the top seed and de- 
fending champion, Martina 
Hingis, 6-3 7-6. while Williams 
beat Mary Pierce 7-5 7-6. 




T 


Advertisement 


Why Not Be 
A Freelance 
Journalist? 

A s a freelance journalist you can have an exciting 
and financially rewarding career. A recent survey 
shows that freelancers can earn up to £40,000 a year 
writing for newspapers, magazines, trade and 
technical publications, TV and radio. 

Freelancing means you are your own boss with the 
freedom to work when and where you please. You can be 
either a full-time career journalist selling your services to 
the highest bidder or a part-timer submitting the 
occasional article to earn an extra income. It’s up to you 
to decide how far you go. Plus, if you want to work on 
staff freelancing is a great way to gain the necessary 
journalistic experience. 

To succeed as a freelance journalist - on whatever level 
- training is essential. Our first-class home-study 
freelance journalism course - with personal tuition - 
gives you all the training you need. Professional 
journalists and writers show you how to write articles, 
features, reviews etc. that editors pay for. You are advised 
on style, content, presentation , copyright, ethics, law, 
HOW TO SELL YOUR WRITING in the UK and 
around the world, how to get a staff job and much more. 
For an extra income or an exciting new career this is 
the place to start. Ideal for beginners! Earn while you 
learn. 15 day trial. Full refund guar anty if n ot 
successful. Details FREE. No obligation. Call NOW! 

Freephone 24hrs Please quote ref: AFJ1133 

0800 298 7008 


Please send me deUuls of how I can become 
journalist. 

Name 
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| The Writers Bureau College of Journalism I 

^ Freepost AFJ1239. Manchester M 1 8DJ J 
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Dismiss him, if you 
must, as unkempt, 
uncouth and resolutely 
uncool. Insist, if you 
like, that his music 
should remain 
unplugged. But 
give the man his 
due: he outlived punk, 
survived Paula and has 
now pocketed millions 
from Planet 24. . . 


Arise, Sir Bob, 
all is forgiven 


T he British, it is said, are a 
nation ofbegrndgers. Noth- 
ing breeds resen tment in 
our hearts so much as the 
success of one of our peers. 
And nothing gives us 
sneaky; shameful pleasure 
more than the stumble of a 
big figure. Bob Geldof, I 
sfisped; gives the Be to this. But then the shamb- 
ling. unkempt character who has just, at last, 
manage d tt> prata* himsrff a mtiWrmininnafr p n rifli 

the £5m he will get from the sate of his share of 
the TV company Planet 24, has always managed 
to fail quite to fit any of the moulds into which 
people have attempted to cram him. 

He was always too intelligent to be a visceral 
punk rodta; too rehictanta campaigner to com- 
mit his life to the Third World, too undisciplined 
and free- thinking to be a politician, too chaotic 
to run the businesses he launched, too much of 
abutterfly to finish making the film he scripted 
when it ran into funding problems, and too raw 
and restricted musically to make the transition 
to pop superstar winch is the onfy thing he would 
really like to have been. But in all these limita- 
tions he his -strengths. 

Bob Geldof is the model of the flawed post- 
modern hero. Like Diana, Princess of "Whies, he 
is a blundering mixture of vulnerability and self- 
absorption - caught on the tide of change, vie- 
tinapf the ephemerality of pop music and shot 
tLcugh with the pain of a messy divorce. 

Xn toe old days the ultimate test of someone’s 
character was, they said, to ask; “Is this a man 
you’d be happy to go into the jungle with?" Bob 
is not the kind of man, on first consideration, that 
you would want to meet there. I can’t speak at 
firsthand about the jnngle, butlhave been across 
the desert with him - from the vast, shifting 
reaches ofthe sands around Tunbuctoo and the 


Clad. And yet, for all his incompetence at the 
practicalities of life in the rough, you could not 
have hoped for abetter person with wham to be 
enjungled. Everywhere he went be raised the 
morale of the local people and aid workers and, 
by his unique combination of ill-tempered im- 
patience and a disarming charm, somehow al- 
ways got others to do the things he would have 
been so incapable of doing himself 

Itfaa measure of the preposterousness of his 
achievement that a figure who was, in his early 
career; accorded the unheroic status of pep’s un- 
couthest loud-mooth was to be dubbed by the 
nation both a Sir and a saint - after having been 
borne shoulder-high by no lesser figures than 
Paul McCartney and Pete Ttrwnshend across the 
Wembley stage before the biggest audience the 
world had ever seen. 

The incongruity was constant When we ar- 
rived at the palace of the head of state in Sudan, 
the president stepped forward to present the 
medal and sash of the Order of the Two Niles. 
But he tried to pin it on me, since I was the only 
one in the party wearing a suit, albeit one of the 


the whopping home phone bill that resulted, re- 
fusing even to pay fw- a cup of cofee out ofBand 
Aid funds. In modern usage, a saint has to be 
an all-round holy character But, by the defini- 
tion of the Church that makes them, a saint is 
defined by “heroic virtue” - some massive 
qualify which, as time passes, blots out the mem- 
cay of his or her human frailly and turns the per- 
son into a symbol of some overpowering 
goodness. Perhaps Bob may qualify one day. 

But it is key to his character too, that, where 
others might have turned themselves into foil- 
time advocates for the Third Wbrid after live Aid, 
seeking a role with Unicef or some such, Geld- 

nf decided tirat he had rintw pnnngh Ttwagfinw re - 

one else’s tarn. He wanted to go back to music. 

Yet he was shrewd enough -when a publisher 
friend asked how much he might make from cut- 
ting a record .- to switch tack. Around a quar- 
ter of a mfllion, with a bit of luck, Geldof had 
responded, only to be told that he could make 
double that from his autobiography Wfe sat down 
to write ft, with Geldof talking into my tape- 
recorder for hour after hour and with me 


by Paul Vallely 


soon after live Aid smashed all records for inter- 
national fundraising, we journeyed through the 
Sahei to decide how aod where the Band Aid mo- 
tions should be spent 

He shambled across Africa, from the west 
coast to the east, inappropriately dressed and 
shod, developing headaches from dehydration 
flie took no hat; and woukhft drink enough water) 
"tod a septic toe - an injury he made worse by * 
1 impromptu self-surgery in a- filthy hotel in 


tropical variety. He could not believe his eyes 
■when I declined and directed him to the wild- 
haired, unshaven figure at ray side, resplendent 
in a wrongly buttoned, never-ironed white shirt, 
tom black jeans, and shoes resembling those 
worn by tramps in Ealing complies. Geldof was 
newer quite what people expected In a world of 
icons, be was disconcertingly real. 

It was this, of coarse, which was his greatest 

strength. It was what enabled him, as he put it, 

“to make compassion hip". The very quality that 
earned him. notoriety as a loud-mouth was 
what also enabled him to hold his own against 
prime minister Thatcher - becoming, 1 on cam- 
era, to the delight of the nation, the only person 
ever to contradict the Iron Lac|y twice, to her face, 
in public. And he did so with evident intetligence 
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Geldof became just what we ought to expect 
from a modem saint. By which I don't mean 
merely that he gave over to live Aid more than 
two years of his life, during which he didn’t earn 
a p enny Nor that in that time, he insisted on 
payirigfrnm his rapidly depleting bank account 
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shaping the resulting conversations into a book. 

It was a revealing process, as much for what 
got left oat as for what went in. On the tapes he 
was ruthlessly frank He spoke with particular 
vituperation about bis father; whose job as a trav- 
elling salesman bad forced him to leave Geldof 
and his two alder sisters alone much of the time, 
after the death of their mother before the boy 
was 10. But he insisted I should talk to his rel- 
atives to check his recall. “Don't let him be too 
hard on his frithei; it will break his dad's heart,*’ 

I was told by bis Aunt Fifl,. after whom Geldof 
named his eldest child. “No, he was a bastard, 
put it an in,” said the angry young man. I ignored 
him and toned it down. Interesting^ when he 
read even that, he toned it down further 
He self-censored other sections of my manu- 
script which he thought might upset his wife, 
Paula. “Better not put that bit in. Paula might 
not like that,” he said, erf sections which many 
spouses would have considered innocuous. 
'ISroughouttte months we were writing, Paula’s 
peculiar presence hovered- Geldof was infatu- 
atedfcrin love with hen He found endearing be- 
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haviour which his friends found cause for con- 
cern. She engaged, in my presence, in wild fan- 
tastical role-playing, for weeks cm end acting the 
role of a perfect Fifties mother from Enid Bly- 
ton, then becoming a thumb-sucking Take That 
fan, sitting all day on the sofa, singing along to 
the band’s videos and refusing to speak. 

Her behaviour became increasingly odd in the 
run-up to her affair with the INXS singer 
Michael Hutchence, cul minating in a divorce pet- 
ition which contained daims that hurt Bob deeply. 
He said nothing in public, and maintained that 
dignified sQence even after Hutchence’s suicide 
and a series of wild statements that were made 
about the dead man's final phone call - to Geldof 
- shortly before he hanged himself in an Aus- 
tralian hotel room. Geldof has not behaved per- 
fectly, but he has behaved as well as most of us 
could have hoped to in such a messy situation. 
He keeps trying. He moves on. | 

Like most of us, however - and unlike many 
in the ranks of millionaire b usinessmen he 
now joined - he moves existentially from one 
thing to another without any great plan. Just as 
he launched the Boomtown Rats in the Seven- 
ties because he did not Eke much of the music 
be heard on the radio, he launched Planet 24 in 
1992 because he didn’t like the laced-up style of 
most of the TV programmes he was watching. 
(Though he was canny errongh to cto so merg- 
ing hfa compare Planet Pictures, with 24 Hour 
productions, run by Charlie Parsons and Waheed 
AUi who, between them, cmnbtaedcreativeaifo 
business acumen to match GeldoTs talent for 
spinning off ideas be (fid not have the stamina 
to cany through.) So now he Is talking of 
launching an Internet holiday company not out 


Garnet Point. 


cause he coukhrt find one last year when he 
wanted to tate his kids on bohday to Florida. Tbe 
secret erf his success lies chiefly in his hnneb that 
what he wants, others will want too. 

The hunch is not infallible. Doubtless'he will 
also return to the recording studio to make yet 
another attempt to reinvent himself as a pop 
musician, in the way Ins heroes such as Elton 
John and Ph3 Co llins constantly do. Fbr Bob 
Gekfa£ the last thing Is never enough. He always 
keeps asking the question we used for the title 
of his book: Is TTustlt? If s a question we all ask, 

reKuik !n n4m ImumiiI Ca tku. g * 


Geldof remains our stubbled Everyman. . 
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Budget motoring 

Sir: At last, road tax banding 
according to engine size, but why 
stop at one band? Surety at least 
four bands would be more 
appropriate, with a sharp rise for 
those who like to feel four litres or 
more under their bonnets. 

I would also recommend to the 
Chancellor a special high-rate 
selfishness band for those four- 
wheel-drive owners registered to 
city addresses. Their cars not only 
emit their exhaust fumes at a 
height which is more readily 
breathed in by pedestrians, but 
also obscure the vision of all those 
car drivers who are stuck behind 
them. 

KITTY R STARKEE 
ULverston. Cumbria 

Sir. As I fill up with petrol at £350 a 
gallon in the Highlands Of 
Scotland, who do X complain to? It 
is only £i .80 a gallon in Greece, £1 a 
gallon in Canada, and 65p a gallon 
in the USA. 

The latest fuel tax rise in the 
Budget is a disgrace. It penalises 
every rural resident and business, 
rich and poor; who rely on motor 
transport No doubt increased fuel 
transport costs will be cited as a 
reason the next time the petrol 
companies put the prices up. 
HAMISH MITCHELL 
Crowe, 

Banffshire 

Sin In a country which offers its 
wealth-creators a derisory 
minimum wage at under £4 per 
hour find in which companies 
stoop so low as to offer as little as 
£10,000 for a foil time job in far too 
many sectors, you do not make 
more people use public transport 
by making car use more 
expensive, but by makin g the 
already for too expensive public 
transport much cheaper. 

MICHAEL WRIST 
Ely, Cambridgeshire 

Ritalin children 

Sir I read with interest the review 
of Richard DeGrandpre's Ritalin 
Nation (5 March). As an educator I 
am aware that there appear to be 
children whose behaviour is 
problematical to their parents, 
their schools and themselves and 
for which there appears to be no 
extraneous reason, such as 
stressful life events or unwise 
child-rearing practices. Some such 
children do appear to be helped by 
Ritalin and it can indeed, in some 
cases, effect a radical change 
within a short time. 

Of grave concern to many 
teachers however is that Ritalin 
may be being prescribed much too 
freely and without sufficient follow- 
up. Some children haw led lives so 
foil of events which are stressful or 
painful to them and so lacking in 
parental care and control that it 
would be strange if their behaviour 
were not affected: Ritalin will not 
solve their problems. 

Doctors may need to be aware 
that there are parents who take a 
cavalier attitude to medication and 
cheerfully double the 
recommended dosage if the child 
seems to be getting difficult and 
sometimes advise the school to do 
the same. Some even use the 
medication as a pick-me-up for 
themselves. 

It Is also worth mentioning that 
the parents of children who are 
diagnosed as having attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder are 
entitled to an attendance 
allowance, which could also 
provide motivation for seeking 
such a diagnosis. 

SUZANNE TIBURTIUS 
Canterbury 

Nowhere to roam 

Sir Most of us live miles away 
from the areas of heath, moor or 
dovvnland which are the subject of 
the Government 's “right to roam” 
proposals. Yet more and more of us 
want to go fora country walk. 

In lowland areas of intensive 
forming, rights of way often run 
right across what is now 
featureless arable land, stripped of 
hedges and trees and unsuitable 
for any sort of recreational use. 
These rights of way are a nuisance 
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Curb on weapons 

Sr. Preventing the gtuDal spread of 
weapons of mass destruction is an 
urgent priority. Today U 2 March)* 
MPs can make their contribution 
by supporting the Nuclear 
Safeguards Bill in the Commons. 

If enacted, this Bill will enable 
the UK to ratify an additional 
protocol to its Nudear Safeguards 
Agrt wiw>ot. «flfl7S_ This will form 
part of an international process 
whereby states are asked to give i 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) inspectors 
increased access to nuclear and 
nuclear-related facilities. 

Ibeinadwiiiaryte existing 
safegu ards was demonstrated by 
the discovery -only made possible 
following the Gulf war- of a 
clandestine nudear weapons 
programme in Iraq, despite that 
country having in place a 
comprehensive safeguards 
agreement with the IAEA. 

To date. 36 states, inducting all 
EU member states, have signed 
protocols with the IAEA but only 
five have ratified Early ratification 
by the UK would demonstrate this 
country’s willingness to take a lead 
in global efforts to prevent the 
prolifera tion o f nudear weapons. 

Dr STEPHEN PULUNGER f 
Elxecutive Director, International 
Security Information Service 
London EC 1 

Feminist logic 

Sir As the instigator of the current 
“male feminist" debate, 1 must say 
that I have considered Adrian 
Coyle’s argument (letter, 8 March; 
carefully and found it to be 
completely logical, which leaves 
meina dflemma. If I can accept an 
argument on its logic. I cannot see 
where one’s sex comes into it 
I will go on supporting the 
feminist cause and try to think of a 
label for myself other than “critic of 
gendered power relations” which I 
assume he lifted from Viz 
magazine's Modern Parents. Also, 
next time I go to an anti-racist 
march I win be sure to blade 


to the former and not much fun for 
the walker- particularly where 
formers repeatedly remove 
waymarks and refuse to mark the 
path after ploughing and sowing. 

These archaic footpaths should 
be rerouted to reflect 
contemporary needs. Given the 
popularity of walking, new 
footpaths should be created too. Of 
course the machinery exists, at 
local level through the parish 
council, but the problem seems to 
be just that: at local level in rural 
England power still usually 
remains vested in the 
landowners. 

Lowland formers might be keen 
to divert walkers away from the 
middle of arable land, but they 
certainly don’t want to divert them 
on to their own amenity land - 
shooting terrain: pheasants and 
partridge orwildfbwfing land 
along the edge of rivers. The high 
cost of a gun is quite a spur when it 
comes to lobbying to keep the 
walker out of woods and pleasant 
meadow grassland; there is an 
even greater cost if they happen to 
shoot a rambler instead of a 
pheasant 

These matters need addressing. 
Lowland walkers are still stuck. 
KATE RHODES 
York 

Sir Christopher Luke (letter; 10 
March) complains that people 
using a right of way in 
Abergavenny walk past his front 
door and thus invade his privacy. 

I suggest he gets out abit more; 
not only do people walk past my 
frontdoor; they also have the 
temerity to drive their cars, vans 
and lorries past it as well! This 
right of w^y is known as a road; 
there are quite a few of them in our 
towns and cities. 

MARK BLACKMAN 
London SEl4 

Sir: Christopher Luke complains, 
understandably about the 
nuisance he endures because of 
the footpath which passes through 

his property. It is easy to 

sympathise with him and his 
family, as one also will with people 


who live near a motorway, railway 
or airport 

Be has one sure recourse: sell 
up and move to a place which has 
none of these nuisances. Of course 
property near motorways, 
airports, railways or footpaths is 
discounted, so he will have to find a 
tittle extra cash (which he appears 
not to be short of). 

PETER WILSON 
Barnard Castle, Co Durham 

Sir Your leading article of 9 March 
claimed that in welcoming the 
Government’s proposals fora 
statutory right of access to open 
countryside, I was undergoing .. , 
some sort of personal conversion. 

No conversion was needed. 
During my time as president of the 
Country Landowners' Association 
I worked hard to promote 
improved a ccess to the 
countryside - banging home the 
legal and political realities to 
landowners, establishing 
countryside recreation and access 
groups with local authorities and 
all the while trying to reduce 
confrontation. The CLA promoted 


access through voluntary 
arrangements and, as its leaden I 
represented that view to 
government as best I could. 

From April 1 have a new, much 
broader constituency. I am 
convinced by my experience that a 
presumption in favour of a right of 
access on open country is right, 
and that the package announced 
by Government will provide 
essential clarity for all parties. I 
firmly believe that sensitively 
implemented, with the safeguards 
the Government has proposed, 

. access can be successfully 
integrated with other land uses to 
everyone's benefit 
EWEN CAMERON 
Chairman Designate 
The Countryside Agency 
Cheltenham, 

Gloucestershire 

Sir In 1968 Alexander Dubcek 
famously declared that there is 
more than one way into socialism. 
Is Ttiny Blair taking the scenic 
route? 

ALEX OLIVER 
Oegstgeest, Netherlands 


Sir: Several of the arguments of 
the director of Friends of the 
Earth, leading to his conclusion 
that Lord Sainsbury must go 
Getter 11 March), would 
appear to exclude from 
government anyone who has 
practical experience and 
knowledge of the subject of a 
policy for which they have any 
responsibility I am more than 
content to see among ministers 
someone who actually knows 
something about the subject. 
GEOFFREY MYERS 
Croydon, Surrey 

Sin Horses know instinctively 
not to eat ragwort and will not 
wfllingty do so because it is 
poisonous to them. Cattle avoid 
eating buttercups for the same 
reason. There are many such 
examples in the wild. Duff 
Rart-Davis (Country Matters. 

8 March) gives us another, that 


In Brief 

pheasants will not willingly eat 
genetically modified maize. 

Will this information be 
researched? Let the 
precautionary principle apply 
It is not for ns to prove thatGM 
foods may be harmfuL It is for 
Monsanto, Agrevo el alto prove 
that they never win be. 

BRIAN MARSHALL 
Linton, Cambridgeshire 

Sir: The implied threat that 
unless the British government 
subsidises BMW to the tune of 
£200m they wiD take their work 
elsewhere has to be 
unacceptable (“BMW tells 
Longbridge to fight Hungary 
for car”. 10 March). However, it 
may wen be that in the need to 
preserve jobs the Government 
will have to give way If British 


Scan the options 

Sir: Annabel Perriman’s article 
“The pregnant pause” (9 March) 
provides a balanced view of 
antenatal screening tests. It does, 
however, highlight an important 
contradictory aspect of such 
testing. 

Unless there is a specific 
increase in risk of abnormality 
because of past history, tests in 
pregnancy are offered as screening 
for abnormalities. These tests 
should be explained as such and 
parents should not be offered, or 
accept them as “routine”. • < 1 

Even an early scan to confirm . 
the stage of a pregnancy should 
only be offered with the proviso 
that there is a chance of detecting 
signs which may be associated 
with foetal abnormalities, even 
though they are not performed for 
this reason before 16 weeks in most 
of the country. 

Under these circumstances, 
parents have the opportunity to 
accept testing if they understand 
the implications and want to know 
the results. Parents seek 


taxpayers’ money is to be used 
to support BMW. then BMW 
should be required to supply 
its British customers with its 
products at prices the same as 
those on the Continent. 
REGINALD COLLIN 
FbntmeU Magna. Dorset 


Sin Foxhunting is a sport 
Should Troy Banks, Minister for 
Sport, not be treating it with the 
same enthusiatic and positive 
vigour that be might treat rugby 
and boxing, two other sports 
that he could describe as 
“unnecessary and barbarous” 
nftm Ask tbe Questions, 10 
March i . That be lets his strong 
personal views bias Ms 
approach to his job suggest to 
me that he should resign. 

PAUL FREEMAN 

Wotton^under-Edge, 

Gloucestershire 


reassurance of normality; which 
can never be assured. All 
screening tests imply a possible 
need fix- subsequent diagnostic 
investigations and perhaps 
intervention, even though most 
babies will be normal in the end. If 
parents do not wish to run the risk 
of finding potential signs of 
abnormality, then they need not 
accept testing. 

SIMON GRANT 

Senior Registrar in Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology 

Birmingham 

Celebration 

Sin Ybur leading article of 9 March 
states that “Commonwealth Day 
passed off yesterday with few 
celebrations". In fact, there were 
celebrations, but they were not 
widely reported in the print media. 

Over 2.000 people, 1,000 of them 
school children from all over the 
United Kingdom, came to 
Westminster Abbey to tear the 
Queen’s speech and readings from 
senior representatives of the 
world's major faiths. They heard 
music from Australia and the 
Caribbean and watched classical 
Indian Kathak dancing to the 
sound of the sitarand table. 

Tbe Royal Commonwealth 
Society and Commission for Racial 
Equality sent leaflets encouraging 
celebrations of Commonwealth Dgy 
to local authorities, libraries and 
every school in the UK ACD-Rom 
illustrating the cultural diversify 
and political and economic 
importance of the Commonwealth 
is being distributed free to schools. 

The Commonwealth Chib just 
off 1 Trafalgar Square is fast 
becoming London’s premier multi- 
cultural meeting place. 
Fundamental to combating racism 
is understanding and experiencing 
other cultures and lifestyles. This 
is what Commonwealth Day is 
about Perhaps, next yean the 
media, including The Independent, 
mi ght bo ther to report it 
PETER LUFF 
Director 

Royal Commonwealth Society 
London WC2 


myself up. 

ROBERT G BREW 
Worthing, West Sussex 

Sir: None of the (admittedly few) 
transsexual women that I know 
“does” womanliness, any more, 
presumably, than Adrian Coyle 
“does” manliness. We are who we 
are, and we “do” only ourselves. 

Nor are transsexuals surgically 
produced - surgery is merely a 
means of achieving as much 
congruence as possible between 
social role and physiology, and is 
not available unless that role is 
well-established. 

RACHAEL PADMAN 
Cambridge 

European family ? 

Sin I agree with Norman Paterson 
in his desire not to see another 
European War (letter, 10 March). 

But will closer European 
integration further that cause? 

One of the greatest causes of 
war in this century has been the 
collapse of empires or states 
itemed from a collection of 
culturally diverse nations. 

A looser collection of friendly 
and co-operating states (as we 
have at present) might give us a 
better chance of peace in the long 
term. Rather as members of an 
extended family keep in touch and 
help each other out from time to 
time so might the European Union 
best operate. A more closely 
integrated Europe might end up 
like a kind of permanent family 
Christmas, which, however much 
you love your family, I wouldn’t 
wish on anyone. 

ANDREW BYNG-HALL 
Teddington Middlesex 

Classic error 

Sin Children may not be turning 
their backs on reading the classics 
(report, 9 March), simply re- 
interpreting them. I observed work 
in a primary school where one 
seven-year old wrote about her 
favourite book * Winnie the Pooh, 
by Wait Disney. 

HILARY ROBINSON 
South Milford, North Yorkshire 


In the words of Hamlet’s father: ‘List, list, O list’ 


Ten things that are said to 
be good if strong, or even 
extra strong 
Peppermints 

Ale 

Arm tactics 

Man in a circus 

Feelings 

Box 

Room 

Language 

Bow 

Drink 

Ten subjects introduced into 
pub quizzes in order to baffle 
the intellectuals and swots who 
would otherwise know every- 
thing and win every time 
TV soaps 
Pop music 
Sport 

TV signature tunes 


Video games 

Footballers’ nicknames 

Famous moustaches 

History of underwear 

Cartoon characters 

History’ of crime 

Ten unfortunate ways to open a 
conversation 

“l don’t know anyone here." 

“Haven't we met somewhere 
before?” 

“I’m sure I know your face from 
somewhere..." 

“You're from Barnsley aren’t 
you?” 

“There’s someone in Barnsley 
who is the spitting image of you.” 

“Vbu'd like Barnsley.” 

“So. what do you think of this 
Monica Lewinsky business then?" 

“Did you see tbe news tbe other 
night?" 


“Did you see the papers this 
morning?” 

“What line of business are you 
in, then?” 

Ten unusual phobias 

Agoraphobia - fear of old Greek 
market places 

Aguephobia - fear of getting 
diseases mentioned only by Shake- 
speare, which no living doctor can 
cure any more 

Agaphobia - fear of being made 
fun of for haring a trendy stove 
Aggrophobia - fear of being 
duffed up by football fans 
Aghaphobia - fear of tbe leader 
of a small Ismaili sect 

Accraphobia - fear of being 
beaten up in a lawless African dfy 
Agraphobia - fear ofbeing over- 
charged by an Indian tour opera- 
tor 



MILES 

Kington 

Unusual Phobias No 3: 
Agaphobia - fear of 
being made fun of for 
having a trendy stove 

Acrephobia - fear of not being 
able to convert English land values 
into hectares 


Eigerphobia - fear of falling off 
snowy heights 

Agaragarophobia - fear of any 
gelatinous substance made from 
seaweed 

Ten poncy words that people 
use as an alternative to two’ 
Duo 
Brace 
Duet 
Diptych 
Brace 
Twain 
Coupling 
Tandem 
Deuce 
Twosome 

Ten unsatisfying ways to end a 
conversation 

“Let'sagree to dfftei; shall we?" 
“It’s only a game, after all” 


“Some you win, some you lose.” 
u Don’t do anything I wouldn’t 
do!” 

"Good heavens, is that the 
time?” 

“I've just seen someone over 
there I really must grab before they 
go..." 

“Oh, well, it takes all sorts..." 
Tve just realised you’re not 
the person I thought you were." 

“I have just realised you are so 
pig-headed that I am going to beat 
you over the head with golf clubs.” 
“We must do lunch.” 

Ten books never referred to by 
name, hut only by the names of 
tbe people who started them 
Wisden 
Debretfs 
Burke’s 
Roget’s 


Chambers’ 

Fbwler 

Fears 

Brewer’s 

Larousse 

Webster’s 

Ten things which are useless 
by themselves but which we al- 
ways keep, just in case 
A single sock 
A single glove 
One Monopoly £5 note 
An earring 
Any button 

One screw lying innocently on 
the car floor 

Fifty-one playing cards 
One phone number on a loose 
piece of paper; no name attached 
Aneariy empty bottle of flat tonic 
water 

A single spare shoe lace 
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A resignation that is 
good for Germany 
and all Europe 




WITHIN MINUTES of the news Of Oskar Laftmtaine’s 
abrupt resignation as German Finance Mmtetw t he 
value of the euro went up by two cents against the dollar 
on the foreign exchanges. 

Whatever the reasons for Lafontaine’s dramatic res- 
ignation, that simple feet illustrates why his going had 
become so important, and so necessary. It is not 
Lafontaine was a “leffie”, the red menace of British 
tabloid venom and German cartoonists’ deSgfat In real- 
ity he wasn’t nearly as far to the left as he was 
Nor does one accept Ms departure so easily because the 
man was so unpredictable in his behaviour so flam- 

boyant in his private life, although those traits too are 
becoming less acceptable in today's worid. Indeed it is pos- 
sible to have a great deal of sympathy with a politician 
who cared deeply about issues such as unemployment, 
restrictive nwmetaiy policies, and the launch ofa euro that 
put the credentials of the new currency above the need 
to prevent a slide back into recession. 

But the reality is that Oskar had become a liability to 
Germany, to the fledgling project of monetary union, and 
to the political health of the union. While the British 
became obsessed with his ambitions to extend German 
levels of tax and social welfare payments throu gho ut 
Europe, and to Britain in particular; the rest of Germany 
was far more concerned with his mnsfantanri p ublifrow* 
mg with the German Chancellor Gerhard Schrtidec like 
Gordon Brown, Lafontaine never forgave Schroder for 
beating him to leadership of the Social Democratic Parly, 
and hence to the top job in the country, while flfhrftder 
never forgave Lafontaine for driving out his friend Jost 
Stol lmann from an economic minist.gr<ship aim n^f as gfyyn 
as he had been appointed. 

With division at the top, the German government has 
been unable to produce an acceptable new tax pro- 
gramme for the country Even worse, he has ensured his 
nation has been unable to present a solid face to Europe, 
whose presidency Germany now has for the first half of 
the year. At the same time Lafontaine, partly in concert 
with his French counterpart, has launched a damaging- 
ly public campaign to get the new European Central Bank 
to temper its monetary terms in view of faltering Euro- 
pean growth. It was not a sUfy campaign. The Americans, 
after all, also want Europe to drop interest rates in order 
to promote growth. But the hostility of Germany’s eco- 
nomic chief did much to undermine the first months of 
the new euro. 

So how much better will Europe now be without Him ? 
Germany the pivotal country in this fledgling project, win 
be stronger without a divided leadership. Blair mil 
undoubtedly be happier too, solidified in an undisputed 



leadership with Schroder; who is Ins political so ulmate, 
rather than Lafontaine, whose pro-French tendencies got 
in the way. The French prime minister, Lionel Jospin, is 
probabfy more comfortable with a quieter tone of economic 
conservatism than Lafontaine allowed him. The euro will 
become - and indeed already is - stronger for the ces- 
sation of hostilities. 

Yet to blame Lafontaine for all these problems, and to 
hope that they will evaporate with his departure, would 
be to misread the situation. Schrdder's handling of gov- 
ernment since taking office, and his first efforts in the pres- 
idency of Europe, have been uncertain and at times 
inept German growth is slowing alarmingly and the 
pressure for a relaxation of monetary discipline will go 
on, albeit less publicly For Europe, and for Britain, this 
provides opportunities. But Lafontaine’s departure only 
makes it more urgent that Blair throws himself whole- 
heartedly into an enterprise that now needs British sup- 
port just as Britain needs its success. 


CAP reform: one step 
forwards, two back 


WE TRY to understand European U nion politics, we reaDy 
do. But this is the sort of thing that illustrates the sheer 
undemocratic obfuscation which hamp er* the building of 
a people's Europe. The ElTs farm minis ters had before 
them two radical options for reforming the Common Agri- 
cultural Policy. One was to reduce progressively the 
subsidy paid to farmers to compensate thran for ending 
price supports. The other was to require national gov- 
ernments to bear one quarter of the cost of the CAP in 
their country They chose neither; and ended up with a deal 
which means the CAP win continue to cost the taxpayers 
of Europe as much as it does today for the next seven years. 

Nick Brown, the British agriculture minister, Haitrn; 
deal will eventually save £Lbn a year on food prices in this 


country - but what be means Is that food prices will not 
go up by this amount, as they otherwise would This is scant 
consolation for the fact that we must pay much more for 
our food than we need to until at least 2006. 

The failure to agree radical reforms of the CAP 
additionally undermines the EU*s stance in its dispute with 
the US over Caribbean bananas - which cannot be pre- 
sented as an exceptional case for tariffs as long as the 
entire EU food market remains so insulated hem worid 
prices. It undermines the sincerity, of the EU in negotiat- 
ing for Poland, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Estonia, 
Slovenia and Cyprus to join the EU as soon as possible. 

And it weakens the whole case for farther European inte- 
gration by emphasising the irrational, opaque and only ten- 
uously democratic processes of decision-making at the 
centre. Yesterday’s deal was a step in the right direction, 
in that it stopped the bloated form subsidies getting any 
larger, but it was a miserable pigeon-toed step which - 
effectively took Europe backwards. 


Who will Tony Blair choose as 
Britain’s new man in Brussels? 


WHEN MICHAEL Howard was con- 
adering making an appointment to the 
chairmanship of the Ibte in the run- 
up to the general election he se- 
cured, as convention required, the 
agreement of his shadow; Jackstraw, 
to go ahead and make it It was the 
then leader of the opposition who, 
instantly seeing that this was an at- 
tractive job, for wticb a Labour home 
secretary not to mention a Labour 
‘prime minister, could confer a con- 
fedderable sense of otdigatiaDfayfiQmg; 
intervened and stopped the appoint- 
ment from being made in advance of 
the election. 

An this merely proves, if proof 
were needed, that Tony Blair has a 
keen understanding of the powers of 
patronage. There is nothing remotely 
tfisr^juteble about this. British prime 
ministers have fewer institutional 
levers than most of those who elect 
them realise. The relentless deploy- 
ment of not-unfri entity Tbries in big 
jobs, such as Lord Wafceham’s chair- 
manship of the Royal Commission on 
second-stage reform of the House of 
Lords, to relatively minor ones, such 
as the announcement in this week’s 
Budget by Gordon Brows that Lord 
Alexander wifl be heading an enquiry 
into shipping tax, is precisely part of 
how fonnidabty the Prime Minister 
gathered up potentially oppos- 
k$mal figures into the seemingly 
ever-widaimg arc of support for bis 
national project 

One of the appointments which the 
Prime Minister now has to ponder in 
the next few months is that of an EU 
commissioner to replace Sir Leon 
Britian when his term d office expires 


at the end of the yean Not everyone 
agrees that he has to ponder it at all, 
since, as is normal, the Leader of the 
Opposition has alreaxty made his rec- 
ommendation: that of Sir Alastair 
Goodlad, John Major’s chief whip, 
whom^ William Hague rather painfully 
sacked from the Shadow Cabinet 
(Convention dictates that one com- 
missioner; in this case Nefl Kmnock, 
should be Of the governing party and 
the other from the oppositionj 

Nor was Mr Hague’s a frivolous 
proposal Had Mr Hague Mowed 
his own instincts by suggesting a 
deep-<tyed Eurosceptic, it would have 
been deliberate mischief-making. But 
Sir Alastair; part of the liberal, 
patrician wing of the Tory party is a 
natural though unfenatical pro- 
European. He has a strong sense of 
the British interest He combines de- 
cency with a certain humorous worid- 
j friP-SR, which makps him impossible 
to dislike. Why, therefore, should 
there be any doubt about it? 

First because while convention 
dictates that the two commissioners 
should be from opposing parties, it 
does not require the leader of the op- 
position’s recommendation to be fol- 
lowed. Indeed there is a list of 
precedents in which previous prime 
ministers (fid not do so. The decision 
tyJxm Callaghan to appoint Christo- 
pher Togendhat rather than John 
Davies,^ who was recommended by the 
then opposition leader Margaret 
Thatcher; and John Major’s to give 
Bruce MiDan soother two years in 
Brussels, rather than accede to John 
Smith’ s recommendationofNeflKin- 
juxk, are onty two. And secondly be- 



DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

If the Government wants to 
maximise influence in the 
EU we must have a big, 
high-profile commissioner 


cause there is another first-rate and, 
frankly, better-qualified candidate 
waiting in the wings. 

Here an interest should be de- 
clared in passing. Mr Chris Patten is 
a non-executive (Erector of Indepen- 
dent Newspapers (UK), which owns 
The bxdependentj but it^ would be hard 

to ignore his qualities ifbe were on the 

board of a derfty rival. The Prime Min- 
ister is already sufficiently seized of 
them to have put Mr Patten in charge 
of periiaps the most pofiticaDy delicate 
of afl of the enquiries established by 
this Government, that into the future 
of the Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

Mr fatten was certainty one of the 
brightest stars of the Tory Rarty in the 
Eighties. Had the electors of Bath not 
turfed him out in favour of a liberal 
Democrat, he would probabty have be- 
come foreign secretary when Douglas 


Hurd stood down. Instead he refused 
to take either a peerage, cu* an un- 
ceremonious reinsertion into the 
Commons by means of an enforced by- 
election, and became toe last gover- 
nor of Hong Kong, performing that 
difficult task with tfistioction under two 
Tory foreign secretaries and one 
Labour one. 

He has thought long and seriously 
about Europe. It is difficult, in other 
words, to think of a senior Tbiy- with 
the possible exception of Kenneth 
Clarke, who isn’t interested in be- 
coming a commissioner - who is bet- 
ter qualified for an international job. 

There has been talk in Brussels of 
Mr Patten getting the new post of ex- 
ecuting and co-ordinating the ElTs 
Ftireign and Security Pblicfc and that’s 
certainly posable. But unlike the 
commissionership, the foreign pofiqy 
post is not in Mr Blair’s gift; it’s not 
certain that it will go to a Briton. It is 
part of the complex horse-trading 
among all big ETT n miritriftK AtpnP. 

sent the main focus of discussion in 
Whitehall and Brussels is on the 
question of the commission presi- 
dency for which Romano Prod of ftaty 
and Javier Solana of Spain are both 

Klnpty ranriifbrtPR TfMrSnlana gp fr ; 

presidency then Carlos Wfesteodorp, 

another Spaniard, wifi not get the for- 
eign policy job. And so on. 

This is difficult for the Prime Min- 
ister Sir Alastair was his parliamen- 
tary pair (under the reciprocal 
arrangement by which an MP allows 
his opponent to take the night off by 
not going through the division lobby), 
as in+imate a relationship as an MP 
can have with an MP in the opposing 


party Sir Alastair is also a friend of the 
Lord Chancellor’s. It would not be 
easyto deprive him of ajob Mr Hague 
do doubt partly intended to be com- 
pensation for losing his seat on the 
9wdow Cabinet And finalty he is re- 
puted to have playeda helpful behind- 
the-scenes rde in the ne^JtiatiQns that 
led to the historic compromise al- 
lowing 91 hereditary peers to retain 
their seats in the Lords. 

But this isn't realty the point It is 
much more a question ofhow Britain 
is seen in Europe. If the British Gov- 
ernment wants to maximise its influ- 
ence in the EU-and it surety does - 
then it is important to have a tog and 
upwardly mobile They figure in the 
Commission. Sir Leon, a figure of real 
authority in Brussels, has shown how 
important it is to haveapro-European 
Conservative with a high profile as a 
British commissionec Nice as he is, 
Alastair Goodlad simply doesrft have 
that kind of profile or capacity to ar- 
ticulate the fature direction of the EU. 

Mr Fatten, with an already high 
international reputation, and from 
the front rank of British pditidans, 
undwfotedly does. If he doeszftget the 
foreign pofiqy job, he surety has a bet- 
ter data to the commissionership 
than any other Conservative. 

The Prime Minister is no doifot sen- 
able not to make a dedsion before he 
has to; part of tiie useful exercise of 
patronage is to keep the possible 
beneficiaries waiting. But while Mr 
Blair likes Mr Goodlad a lot, he is also 
a meritocrat who wants to be taken 
seriously in Europe, T»o considera- 
tions which point inexorabty towards 
the former governor of Hong Song. 


PRINCES ARE tat what they 
were in centuries gone by nor 
does the British c row n repre- 
sent for Argentina what it did 
atthebegmningofthis century. 
The local press provides the 
"iipportunity for important sym- 
bolic battles. Who is visiting us: 
Why tag he come? 'What atti- 
tude should we take to the 
Prince? These questions have 
generated very different re- 
sponses. They have ranged 
from a respectful welcome 
worthy of the future monarch 


of the former empire to the 
Simple condemnati on nf “Eng- 

lish pirate*. At ttasjmdestecie 
dominated by scepticism and 
globalisation, it is not enough 
just to be a prince, and poor 
Charles has neither the aura of 
kings nor the glamour of the 
fashion worid. 

PaginalZ, Argentina 


Monitor 


between us and Argentina 
were most welcome. 
Teaberry Express , Falkland * 


ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
South American press comment on 
Prince Charles's state xnsit to Argentina 


N THE Edtiaods raapy people 
had an "I told you so” attitude 
when they heard of Prince 
Charles’s comments about 


their islands and they were re- 
lieved that the press reports 
coming from Argentina weren't 

trne. lt reaffirmed thar faith in 


both the Argentine and the 


British press over so-called 
taiirK and requests for special 
favours and proposed visits 

had begun to wear people down 

in thepastfewwerts, so his re- 
marks about an understanding 


THE PRINCE had a king of 
spades up his sleeve. Lacking 
an ace to trump the power of 
President Menem, the key sen- 
tence in the Prince's speech 
was a thrust in the diplomatic 
fencing over the Malvinas. His 
argument was surprising and 
worrying for the fating ^ With all 
delicacy and formality of st^e, 
but firmty, be issued an invita- 


tion to “live harmoniously 
alongside a little democracy a 
few kilometres from Argen- 
tine destacraty”. These strong 
words produced an immediate 
sensation of discomfort among 
the ministers of the govern- 
ment, despite their efforts to 
conceal it No one knew in ad- 
vance what he was grang to say 
andnoGneexpededitTheim- 
pheafions of those words fell on 
the Argentine government like 
a bucket of cold waten 
La Napon, Argentina 
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4/COMMENT 


PANDORA 


HANDBAGS AT dawn at 
Carlton's nest board 
meeting? The media 
monolith's plutocratic 
proprietor Michael Green, 
was asked about negotiations 
with the Hollywood tycoon 
Bany Diliec "No problem," 
Green smiled. "He’s just an 
old Jewish queen." Green 
himself is a Jewish family 
man with a lively sense of 
humour. Let’s hope his new 
co-directon Lord (Waheed) 
Alii, who's just sold his share 
of Planet 24 to Carlton for six 
zeros plus two commas, is 
similarly easy-going. Locals 
at Tenterden in Kent refer to 
Alli’s long-term partner (and 
fellow Planet 24 sell-out 
beneficiary) Charlie Parsons 
as •‘the lady of the manor”. 


malingerer who flits from 
hospital to hospital to get 
unwarranted attention. IV 
bolus: massive one-shot 
intravenous drug feed 
through a drip. Sinus 
rhythm: normal heartbeat 
DOA: dead on arrival. DIG: 
died in casualty. DIT: died 
in transit BID: brought in 
dead. PO: per ora (by 
mouth). PR: per rectum. 
PV: “Ladies only”. 


FAREWELL. FLAMING 
Ferraris. After James 
Archer’s wheels fell off this 
week, the latest sobriquet 
for Credit Suisse First 
Boston's futures desk is 
“the Smouldering Skodas”. 


SAY IT ain’t so, B3L A US 
tabloid is about to break the 
story of bow Slick Willy had 
the hots for three female 
secret service agents. One of 
them allegedly filed a formal 
complaint Beltway insiders 
say rumours of a marriage 
split are Hillaiy’s doing; she’s 
playing victim as part of her 
long-term political strategy. 


CONSERVATIVE EDUCATION 
policy offends the 
Government's palate. When 
the Tory spokesman David 
Willetts rose to speak in 
Thursday's education debate, 
Lucy, the faithful hound of the 
education secretary David 
Blunkett threw up. 


JOHN PRESCOTT'S Indian 
jaunt hasn't loosened bis 
grip over colleagues at the 
Department of 
Environment. Transport 
and the Regions. Our 
Number One Gay’s chief 
steward phoned in to the 
departmental morning 
meeting this week to take a 
roll-call. Glenda Jackson. 
Michael Meacher and Nick 
Raynsford sheepishly 
indicated their attendance, 
“as if the boss bad just 
called a school register”, 
says one apparatchik. 


ARE THE legs coining off 
William Hague’s kitchen 
table Conservatism? The 
party’s house journal, a 
newspaper called The Daily 
Telegraph, ran a bold story 
pointing out that “William 
Hague doesn’t have a 
kitchen table”. Imagine the 
hapless hack’s surprise 
when she was telephoned 
by the Boy Blunder. “Alice," 
Hague chided, “when you 
came over, we had coffee in 
the kitchen, didn’t we?” s, 
she agreed. “Well, what do 
yon think we were drinking 
it off?” Oops. 


CONSPICUOUS AMONG MPs 
signing an Early Day Motion 
to support the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution this week 
... Julia Drown. 


WE'RE ALL familiar with 
those rapid-fire 
emergency-room 
scenes in Casualty J 

(BBC 1. tomorrow JK 

night) where blood At 

spills, six-packs wH 

tremble and the 
scrubbed ones 
talk at 150mph. 

But what are Ah|! 
they babbling cTT 

about? 

Herewith, the 

first of jnjjgSjlji 

Pandora’s BlSSfe 
Subtitles for 
the Slang- 
Impaired. 

Coag screen: . JH 

test assessing 

how effectively VJjDEgt 
blood is 

coagulating. Hyfl 
Going off: patient Vl| 
is deteriorating V|| 
badly. Hopper: a B 


WINNER OF Pandora’s saucer 
of milk this week is W 
magazine, which assembled 
its style cop to make over 
Camilla Parker Bowles for its 
next issue. “She's looking 
very dowdy and frumpy." says 
New York designer Carolina 
Herrera. John Joseph, a 
Beverly Hills plastic surgeon, 
is more clinical: “It looks like 
she’s had a fair amount of sun 
exposure, and the skin has 
lost its elasticity." The 
knifestyier of the rich and 
famous advises immediate 
laser skin resurfacing - along 
with a neck- and face-lift. 

Even Bowles's barnet catches 
flak. Hollywood hairtresser 
Art Luna: “She's got to get rid 
of that weird short FSarrah 
thing.” But the cat with the 
cream is Julien Macdonald. 

sometime knitwear maven 
g. at Chanel and Lagerfeld 
Cjh The Welsh wool wizard 
says Camilla needs a 
“more aggressive 
fashion attitude. 
pF otherwise she’ll end 
up looking like 
Princess Anne”. 
Macdonald's 
panacea? Black 
leather during 
the day, and at 

n nJ y-“She 
should be a 
scarlet woman 
-after all she 


W is anyway. 
3 Miaow! 


Contact Pandora 
by e-mail: 
pandora(Q‘ 
independent 
co.uk 
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The day I was named in the House 


non 


5 


OK TODAY’S column is going to be 
entirety given over to boasting. I 
don't think I’ve been so revoltingly 
overexcited since my sixth birthday 
party to be honest and now that Pm 
middle-aged my mum is not I hope, 
going to take me on one side and tell 
me to stop showing off It’s just this: 
1 have been named on the floor of 
tiie House of Commons. As Nancy 
SEtford used to say: do admit 

I was having a quiet little nap at 
about four o’clock on Wednesday 
afternoon when the telephone rang. 
It was a mate of mine, calling from 
his office in the House of Commons. 
“You’ll never guess.” he said. 
“They’re asking about you in Points 
of Ordec By name, I mean, by 
name." “What?" I said. “Not ex- 
pressing boundless admiration for 
the deathless prose again, are 
toqy?" “No, no, ttetec much betteq" 
he said. “They’re slagging you off" 
And then affairs of state seized him 
and he had to go. 

It wasn’t until I got hold of 
Hansard yesterday that I saw what 
it was afl about A few days ago I 
went on Radio 4's Today pro- 
gramme to set them right about 
some minuscule leak that was cans- 



PHILIP 

HENSHER 

Parliament is wrong 
and deplorable and silly , 
and its activities 
largely a waste of time 


ing a tiny fuss that day. A clerk, the 
head of the administrative team to 
a select committee, had been dis- 
covered to have sent a list of draft 
questions to a government depart- 
ment in advance of an evidence 
session. There’s a great deal of 
jitteriness about at the moment as 
soon as the word “leak” is men- 
tioned, and plenty of MPs could be 
found to denounce this dreadful 


interference with a committee's 
sovereign rights, this appalling act 
of collusion, etc etc etc. 

TOfl,years ago I used tube a dak 
on a select committee, and if this 
was a violation of a committee’s 
rights, itwas certainty one I used to 
carzy out blithety twice a week, as 
did everyone else I ever worked 
with. I mean, select committees are 
not sessions of Mastermind; they 
are there to establish information, 
and a committee or a chairman who 
wants only to make witnesses look 
ignorant or foolish - stand up Ger- 
ald Kauftnan - is wasting everyone's 
time. So, of course, we used to teD 
witnesses roughly what the com- 
mittee was interested in, just as we 
told the committee what to be 
interested in. The point was to try 

to keep tiie whole tiling more or less 

on the rails. 

. No public official, of course, could 
say this once MPs had started to 
express outrage about it, and the 
House of Commons rather weedfly 
didn't try to defend a universal and 
indispensable practice. Indeed, they 
claimed in the newspapers that the 
official had been disciplined. I don't 
believe tills fora second, bid: if I had 


been her I would have been pretty 
furious to read in print that I had 
been reprimanded for doing my 
job. Anyway, I went on the radio to 

_ ■ ■ — - -J nn J Jnm'iirinait was 


to call these negotiations “leak- 
ing". Even Members of Parliament, 
in the end, ought to be able to 
understand the difference between 
this and, say, sending a draft of a 
report critical of a government de- 
partment to the relevant ministry 

and asking them what changes they 

would like to suggest 

In a way, the tiny row typifies the 
regular spectacle of the House of 
Conimnns at Its worst It has no ef- 
fective means of defending its own 
procedures, so it is easy to assume 

that when they fail to resemble, say. 
the German Bundestag's, they are 

quaint, pontiess, a waste of time, or 

even corrupt In fact, tittle of all this 
is eccentric spectacle; most of the 
apparent pantomime, tike the game 
of musical chairs as a Bill goes into 
c ommitte e, or the sl ammin g of the 
door in Black Rod’s face. Is there to 
announce constitutional principles. 
Fm not saying that the House’s daily 
practices should not be questioned, 
but it is extraordinary at what 


length discussions can be sustained 
in the House between people who 

frankly have no idea what they are 

talking about TTie authorities in the 
House have the sense, you expect 
to make a show of throwing up then- 

hands in horror and then continuing^ 

exactly as they did before. But yoc.* 
can’t help feeling that a robust re- 
sponse of “this is how things need 
to be done” would, from time to time, 
be more appropriate. 

parliament is wrong and de- 
plorable and silty, and its activities 
are largely routine, or even a waste 
of time. Of course this is the case, 
and no one should be more inter- 
ested in Parliament than in the 
great worid that streams swiftly 
through its intricate mechanisms. 

It is customary to announce that 
nowadays life is elsewhere, in the re- 
gions, or in continental Europe. 
But all the same, 1 bet you know 
what I mean about the thrill and ex- 
citement of being named on the floor 

of the House. Anyone would want to ■ 
boast about it It still matters, and 

still counts in a way in which Europe * 

doesn't yet, to a way in which the $ * 
Church doesn't ary more; and it isn’t 
just nostalgic sentiment that says so. 
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The truth is that science 


is boring to schoolchildren 


LONG. LONG ago. when Peter 
Mandelson was in charge of the 
Department of Hade and Industry, 

T went to se«» him laiinrh a campaign 

to get more girls to take up science 
at school. The venue was a school 
in Camden, and, of course, the only 
suitable place to launch such an idea 
was in the science laboratories 
themselves. 

It was not an auspicious choice. 
The event was delayed because a fire 
alarm went off - caused, it was 
said, by faulty wiring in one of the 
school’s four laboratories. Then be- 
fore we trooped back in to hear Mr 
Mandelson announce that £85,000 
would be spent printing posters 
and somehow persuading secondary 
school girls that science realty is fan, 
a member of staff sidled up to me. 

“Ask him how long it is since the 
laboratories were refurbished," the 
teacher said. “Because I’ve been 
here 20 years and they’ve certainty 
never been improved in that time.” 

“Do you think that old laboratories 
tike this give pupils a good message 
about the value you put on science?” 
lasted. 

“What I think is a good message,” 
he replied through gritted teeth, giv- 
ing me a look that would deselect a 
Labour MP at 50 paces, “is how 
much money is going into science in 
the dassroom, and investment in the 
interface of science laboratories 
and teaching in our schools.” 

Whatever that meant, it didn't dis- 
guise the fact that on the board 
where safety glasses should be, 
pair No 30 was missing or that some 
of the potentiometers (used to vary 
resistance in electrical circuits) 
looked as though they had been 
handed down from Thomas Faraday. 
I'm prepared to bet. as Science, Eng- 
ineering and Technology (SET) 
Week starts today that the No 30 pair 
is still missing and that the poten- 
tiometers have not been replaced. 
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The trouble with teaching 
science to children is that 
it’s chiefly a method , 
not just a body of facts 


Contrast that gloomy thought 
with the news, reported in this 
paper earlier this week, that “nar- 
rative non-fiction" - and especially 
science - is enjoying a boom among 
publishers. If you want to read up 
about superstring theory, took no far- 
ther than your nearest bookshop, 
where Brian Greene's The Elegant 
Universe will lead you gently but 
thoroughly into a comprehension of 
ll-cEmensional space. Science books 
are enjoying a boom. So are science 
programmes on TV. People are fas- 
cinated by science and scientists, 
and especially by the power they 
wield in the modern age. 

However; power also leads to 
fear especially if you don’t under- 
stand how it is that the scientist 
gains that power. And while it may 
seem tike a huge leap from Peter 
Mandelson m a zurKfown school lab- 
oratory to the sort of concerns - most 
of them groundless - expressed 
over, say, genetically modified foods, 
there is a clear link. 

The trouble with teaching science 
to children is that science (and, by 
extension, engineering and tech- 


nology) is predominantly a method, 
rather than betagjust a body of facts. 

It is important for the science stu- 
dent to discover that when you per- 
form experiments all sorts of things 
don’t happen as you want than to. 
that copper sul phate, while having 
interestingly shaped crystals, is 
very hard to measure out exactly 
(unless you grind it, in which case 
it’s hard to keep track of the bits). 
Or that repeating 19th-century 
physics experiments in such a way 
that you get the same results is in 
fact extremely hard. 

Learning to “do” science, rather 
than just “learning" science (such 
as the sequence of hormones in the 
menstrual cycle and pregnancy - a 
group of facts I learnt at school 
whose value has become dear only 
25 years later) is difficult It puts 
people, including giris, off Tb be hon- 
est Fm not sure whether gleaming 
new laboratories would mate much 
difference. %u have to like the prac- 
tice, not the theory. 

However, it is through carrying 
out the experiments that a scientist 
is truly born- fired, ifyou like, by the 
flame of the Bunsen burner Grad- 
uate scientists know that textbooks 
may offer all the answers, but they 
hide the long slog involved in getting 
there - all the peculiar data usually 
dismisse d as “experimental error", 
and toe joy of being able to make 
your experiment work not once but 
twice and then three times. 

It is much easier; though, to read 
a book. Which is why although fewer 
people are applying to do sdence 
and engineering at university, and 
fewer are taking science subjects at 
A-level, we have a publishing boom 
for sdence books. 

Is that a bad thing? If we are truty 
headed for an economy in which 
knowledge and science are the key- 
stones, then yes, it is bad that fewer 
people are now doing sdence. It is 



How can we enthuse giris with science? Howard Barlow 


always better to be a producer than 
a consumer 

In addition, reliance on pre- 
digested information means that 
when a new technology such as GM 
foods and crops, spears on the hori- 
zon, toe non-sdentisfs first reaction 
is panic. Professor Steve Jones, an 
expert in genetics at University 
Collie London, remarked this week 
that “the stoiy of GM foods has been 
the biggest disaster for the national 
understanding of sdence in the 
past decade... everyone, on both 
sides ofthe argu ment, seems to have 
suspended their critical faculties, 
just because sdence is involved." 

It is interesting to note what Pro- 
fessor Jones - a geneticist but not 
an expert in genetic manipulation - 
tod when he wanted to find out 
more: he asked other scientists who 
would know about it and weighed up 
toeiranswers for himself He carried 
out the procedure. The reaction of 
the public, by contrast has been to 
try to find ready-made answers. I 
have to admit that l don’t hold out 
much hope for SETT Week breaking 


through toe public's i gnorawp about 
science, and particularly in getting 
people to understand toe sdence 
questions that matter to them -such 
as the safety of GM food, whether or 
not genes define your destiny, and 
perhaps even whether the universe 
realty is made up of superstrings. 
That is because they will have been 
turned off toe practice of sdence 
long ago, in those antiquated school 
laboratories, despite the best efforts 
of ministers. 

Not even Peter Mandelson was 
immune from that indifference. On 
that November day in Camden, he 
recalled his own sdence teaching; 
“My headmaster tried to get me to 
do arts and chemisby AJevels, each 
in a single year. I didn’t In my end- 
of-tenn report he wrote, ’I have 
tried to show Mandelson the path to 
greatness but he has chosen to 
ignore my advice.’ And look,” Mr 
Mandelson said, “at where I am.” 

Perhaps he should have done 
accountancy instead of art But the 
chem i s try might have been a useful 
fallback. 
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f CRIMINALS ARE people 
who break toe criminal 
Wr law. But what happens 
when people pledged to 
execute the laws of a country 

- policemen, officials, cabinet 
ministers, heads of state even 

- themselves contravene this 
same legal code massivety and 
repeatedly? I am referring 
here not to misconduct of the 
type alleged against President 
Clinton in the Starr report, 
but to such major crimes as 
large-scale fraud, drug- traffick- 
ing. the counterfeiting of 
currency and murder or incite- 
ment to murder 

In recent years it has be- 
come clear that this is a ques- 
tion which anyone observing 
Africa has to think about But 
the phenomenon which I am 
railing the cr iminalisatinn of 
the state is not by any means 
unique to Africa. There are 
other places where the appar- 
atus of the state has been used 
for criminal purposes on a 
scale greater than anything 
seen in Africa, and where pro- 
fessional criminals may have 
assumed senior positions in 
government Russia and Mex- 
ico spring to mind. In Europe, 
Italy has some of the hall- 
marks of a criminalised state. 


Africa stands out only in 
that of all toe continents, it is 
the one in which the state as an 
organisation capable of uphold- 
ing a monopoly of legitimate 
violence has declined the far- 
thest and where, in some re- 
spects, the interaction of state 
and society can be studied 
more fruitfully in this regard 
than elsewhere. 

Let me be slightly more 
specific about what I mean 
when I speak of senior state of- 
ficials who hreak the laws they 
are pledged to uphold. Con- 
centrating only on Africa, we 
migh t consider first the re- 
cruitment by government 
ministers - or simpty by friends 
and relatives of the president, 
as happened at the time of toe 
genocide in Rwanda - of pri- 
vate armies, or the use of offi- 
cial armies and security forces 
for purely private purposes. 

This has taken on toe most 
tragic proportions in the Great 
Lakes region of Africa. It is 
hard to imagine any crime 
more serious than the use of 
organised violence, including 
large-scale murder; by private 
persons or for private pur- 
poses. It challenges the core of 
modern ideas about what a 
state is and what it is foe 



PODIUM 


Stephen Ellis 


From a speech by 
the Dutch academic 
to the Royal African 
Society of the 
University of London 


Secondly; toe engagement of 
state officials in major forms of 
illegal trade, such as drug- 
smuggling. This has occurred 
in several African countries, 
such as Equatorial Guinea, 
where some 20 diplomats have 
been arrested abroad carrying 
cocaine or heroin in the past IQ 
years, most of them dose to 
sente- ministers or to toe presi- 
dency. Many of the culprits 
were promoted on being ex- 
pelled from their countries of 


accreditation. Of all African 
countries, Nigeria has gain ed 
the greatest reputation in the 
drug trade. 

Tie should also look at the 
counterfeiting of the national 
currency by the bead of state, 
such as was done in Kenya in 
the early Nineties, and the 
involvement of senior officials, 
including of the central hank-, 
in major financial frauds or 
money-laundering schemes, 
such as has been recorded in 
Nigeria. Cameroon and Kenya. 

The contravention of the 
national law by officials who, in 
theory are required to play a 
central role in upholding their 
own national laws, sometimes 
uptoaiuimdudingtheheadof 
state, has become sufficiently 
common for us to need to think 

seriously about some of the 
implications. Elements of this 
can be seen not onty fa the 
countries I have mentioned 
but also in such major powers 
as China and India. Clearly we 
are talking about something dif- 
ferent from what is most widely 
regarded as corruption, that is, 
an official soliciting a bribe for 
some service or taking a 
percentage of a public works 
contract We could almost call 
that “classical" corruption. 


Corruption Duplies deviation - 
frtm a set of norms or laws. But J 

when such activity is blatant 
and systematic (and involves 
those required to uphold such 
norms or laws) it can hardly be 
regarded as a deviation; ratoen 
it has become the norm in . 
every respect except the letter - 
of the law. 

It is apparent that toe stuff J v , 
of power- the accumulation opt 
wealth and toe control of legit- 
imate coercion - is dosety re- 
lated to both politics and mime, 

A politician and a pirate re- 
semble each other quite dosety 
(which does not mean that it is 
impossible to distinguish be- 
tween them). I am by no means . 

the first person to point this out 
(in fact, it is mentioned fay that . . 1 
great African intellectual. Saint 
Augustine). But it is a lesson .. 
that is Well worth rel earning if 

we are to understand the mod- 
em worid We need to under- 
stand the accumulation of 
wealth and power in its his- . 
torical context rather than to 
prefer to believe, as we char- 
acteristically do at present, i 

that these are temporary de- 
viations from a norm of i 

good governance which A - 
is destined to take over 
the worid X 
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Don’t stand by him, Hillary 
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Deborah Orr 

Sfce's a busted flush if she 
sticks by her husband; her 
credibility can't be sustained 
if she sanctions his behaviour 

IS IT too much to hope for? Oris EBDary 
Clinton finally going to do the rfe™>nf ; thing 
and cBtch her sexual abuser of a husband? 
While reports erf a trial separation are based 
firmly on rumonr and supposition, we’ve all 
seen this pattern before, and not long 
after an Andrew Morton biography was 
published, either 

• f Has Hillary finally realised sh» is 
indeed what she denied herself to be in 
Januaryi992, before her husband had 
even become President Tm not some little 
woman standing by her man fike Tammy 
Wynette...” 

Hillary later had to apologise to the now 
dead country star for that remark. And 
Tammy Wvnette isn’t the only g nman whp 
deserves an apology from Hillary CEnton. 
Gennifer flowers, Dofly Kyle, LencolaSal- 
fivan, Jo Jenkins, Connie Harozy, Safiy Per- 
due, Paula Jones, Monica Lewinsky Juanita 
Broaddricfc. . . the long fist of women we now 
know to have been vilified and smeared in 
the name of the Clintons' joint pniitinai 
career should all be apologised to, not just 
by Bill but by HSlaiy as wefl. 

From the be ginning, before Bill CUnton 
even became President; when Hillary de- 
fended him over his relationship with the 
*.oighb-dub anger Genmfer Blowers, the men 
'£id women of America have reasoned 
that if Bill’s serial adultery is all right with 
his wife, then it's no one else’s affair. Ehr- 
ttiey have believed that it is right-wing 
conspiracy not Bill Clintan’s own folly that 
is the reason for continual rumours threat- 
ening to damage his careen 
Speculation about Hillary's motives fix* 
sticking by the President is beside the point 
here. Whether Hillaiy did it because she’s 
madly in love with him, or because she’s - 
madly in love with political power; the re- 
sult has been the same. 

Some of the most significant feminists 
of the US have been fining over themselves 
for years to justify BiD Clinton’s behaviour; 
seemingly forgetting that . in this way they 
sanction the worst of all male sexual be- 
haviour They h a ve close d ranks to sacri- ; . 
fice the lives and reputations of scores of 
women on the altar of poEtical expediency. 

Susan Fhludi, author of Backlash, the 
"^st-s^ling book that warned a^inst the 
Shppage of women’s rights m America, com- 
mented on the Lewinsky^ aflhir with a 
touch of backlash herseff. 

“If anything, it sounds Kfee die put the 
moves on him," Fhludt declared, seemingly 
comfortable with the idea that a man 
should never; ever he expected to resist ses 
when it's offered to him on a plate. 

Even more dismissive of women was the 
grandmother of second-wave feminism, 
Betty Priedan, who offered the opinion that 
Clinton's ^ “enemies are attempting to bring 



Hillary Clinton is now reported to be contemplating leaving her husband and striking oat on her own 


Reuters 


him down through allegations about some 
(talfiancewifoan intern.. Whether if satan- 
tasy, a set-up or true; I simply don't care.” 

When the woman who invented sister- 
hood comes out with remarks Ske this, if s 
no wonder that the entire nation felt it was . 
open season on Monica Lewinsky who has 
been subject to attacks on her person 
which suggest that feminism never hap- 
pened at alL 

The most pathetic response came from 
the queen of pretty feminism, Naomi WoK, 
who hasn’t commented on the matter; fee- 
ing it inappropriate for herselfto voice any 
kind of opinion because her own husband, 
David Shipley has dose links to the Clin- 
ton administration. 


Maybe Hillary should have cited Naomi 
and not Thnuny when she was stanefingby 
her man in 1992. 

The most self-con tratfictory rammpnt 
has come from Gloria Steinem, who 
bizarrely offfers the defence of Bill that 
Hilary is the ultimate feminist trophy 
wife: “He’s married to a woman who’s at 
least his equal, whom he deariy likes and 
respects,” 

So, guys, many a strong and capable 
woman, then tomcat up and down the 
country making amockesy of your marriage 
and your children. Ifs not howyou conduct 
yourself that matters, it’s whose finger you 
put your ring on. 

AimI the roost mfoelievdily crass and stu- 


pid have to be the remarks of the creator 
of the zipless fuck. Erica Jong remarked 
that she wants -a president who is “alive 
from the waist down" and then went on to 
speculate on the Lewinsky relationship with 
the d e at h less observation: “Oh! Imagine 
swallowing the President’s semen.” 

Erica, your trouble has always been that 
youYe afive only from the waist down. 

FbQcrwing Binary’s example, aD of these 
women have stood by tfasr left-leaning man, 
and for some of die same reasons as 
Hilary They want to bang tm to his power; 
rather than forge their own, like the little 
women they've proved themselves to be. 
They defend him because he shares some 
of their potitical agitations. But they never 


stop to ask themseh es why. Of course Bill 
CEnton is pro-choice. It appears that he has 
packed women off to the abortionist himself 
Of course he's in favour of female equality 
in the workplace. How else would he find 
mistresses, and how. if these women didn't 
support themselves, would he be able to 
make sure they were handily tucked away 
in discreet hotel rooms? 

These feminists, improbably headed by 
their “First Lacfy", have somehow managed 
completely to separate Clinton's political 
amtxUaas from his pereonal behavioiiz; even 
though they've aD been raised on the idea 
that “the personal is political". And now, as 
the revelations keep oncoming, they're hav- 
ing to face up to the kind of man they Ve 
been blindly defending 

They knew he was a philanderer. They 
knew he was a liar. They knew he was a 
cheat They knew he was a sexual harasser. 
an office gropes a seducer of women young 
enough to be his children. Now, as Clinton 
continues to refuse to deny Juanita Broad 
drick's accusations (not that a denial from 
him is worth the air it's breathed into) that 
he violently raped her in a hotel room 
two decades ago. it’s beginning to dawn on 
them that he might be a iull-blown, all-out 
rapist, too. 

It is this latest criminal act cS infidelity, 
friends are reported to have said, that is the 
final straw with Hillary- But still some fem- 
inists are uuwiUmg to condemn him. Susan 
Fahufi has commented on this latest alleg- 
ation: Tm torn between the twin poles of 
my total feminist commitment to any 
woman who's been sexuaDy assaulted and 
the feefing that I raqy have gotten on a band- 
wagon to indict someone who may be m- 
nocent Short of stoning him, what is it that 
people want to do?" 

But isn’t this the antithesis of feminist 
thought? Isn’t it bad old blokes^ who are sup- 
posed to believe that men should always be 
given the benefit of the doubt when women 
cry rape? It seems to me that for from want- 
ing to stone BOl Clinton, too many people 
want him to remain as leader of the free 
world at any cost, and whatever he has done. 

That is why Hillary Clinton is a busted 
fiushif she sticks by her husband now. She’s 
always been an odd sort of feminist, carv- 
ing out a political platform that mainly 
champions women’s rights, on the back of 
her marriage to a powerful man. By doing 
this she not only shores him up, but also 
shores up the idea that the democratic way 
is for leaders to be men, with supportive 
women behind them and at least one rhflri, 
to reassure the pubEc that the country realty 
is run by heterosexuals. 

And now that this man stands accused 
of bring the worst kind heterosexual - a 
rapist -her credibility as an “international 
icon for w nm en"-a^R he hay hp?T) itoyribPd 

- surety cannot be sustained as long as she 
continues to sanction his behaviour by 
remaining his wife. • • 

HQlaiy Clinton is now contemplating 
cfoing what she should have done years ago, 
not just in her marriage but in ho: career 
as wriL She may strike out on her own and 
stand in New York for the Senate. She 
should certainly make this kind of move at 
last, but she realty ought to divest herself 
of her sleazy husband first Surely even the 
citizens of New York aren't so liberal that 
they wish to be represented by a woman 
who shares her life with an untried sex 
offender? And surely, if success is the best 
revenge, this is the way for her to recover 
her own dignity and the efignity of the 
wayward feminists of America. 


RIGHT 

of Reply 


PETER 

Nixon 



The director of 
estates for the 
National Trust 
answers David 
Aaronovitch’s attack 
on the charity 

WE COULDN'T but sniili? at 
David Aaroamiteh's “tongue 
in-cheek” idea of chanting the 
National lYust. along with the 
Royal Family and The 
Archers, with influencing the 
psyche of the great British 
public. As I'm sure David 
knows, the National TVusi was 
created with a prime purpose 
of protecting open countryside 
so that people could enjoy it 
Indeed one of nur founders. 
Goto via Hill, was deeply cam 
milled to safeguarding eoun 
tryside as “open air sitting 
rooms." The Trust has a par- 
ticular remit, as stated in its 
Acts of Ftortiament, to ensure 
that extensive areas of land in 
its care are kept “as open 
spaces for the recreation and 
enjoyment of the public". 

We can only estimate the 
number of people - around 50 
miffion visits - who come to 
eqjoy the coast and country- 
side in the Trust’s care. There 
is no single gate to walk 
through and be counted - 
much of the Trust's open 
countryside and coastlines 
never doses. 

We don't just at back and 
wait for people to turn up. In 
addition to our education, 
community and volunteering 
programmes, we organise a 
host of countryside activities 
for all ages such as our “Ugly 
Bug Safaris” for children and 
“Birds Before Breakfast" 
walks for early risers. 

The National Triist does 
all it can as a charity with fi- 
nite resources to manage and 
protect the countryside in its 
care, but our commitment to 
access comes at a price. Fbr 
this, we rely on the support of 
many people, including our 2.6 
million members and count- 
less visitors, benefactors, 
supporters and volunteers. 
AO of these people play an 
invaluable part in ensuring 
that the National Trust 
continues to proride access to 
the countryside for the bene- 
fit of the nation - and that 
means everyone. 


Conde Nasty gossip 


.tJhEN, AT last year’s London Liter- 
national Book Fair; rumours began to 
circulate that the German multimedia 
giant Bertelsmann had bought Si New- 
house’s publishing group Random 
House, the initial reaction was laughter 
Apart from anything else, in a business 
that makes politics look weD-plumbed 
such a deal could not have been dis- 
cussed, much less consummated, with- 
out word having leaked. 

By 3pm the news had been con- 
firmed, and it was almost possible to 
hear the sound of jaws dropping. Even 
Random House UK’s chief executives 
had jmd nn mHfog that any thmgxrag tip 
until 48 hours earliet; when a Bertds- 
marm mTHgaar y ^ had smrmtfme ri eaf»h nf 

them to breakfast Nevertheless, they 
assured everyone, it was business as 
usual, and Bertelsmann has a well- 
deserved reputation for not interfering 
in the day-to-day running of successful 
Aatkms. 

which Is more than can be said for 

Samuel 1 Newhouse Ji; known as Si who 
inherited from bis father a vast private 
media empire. The older Newhouse, 
who died in 1979, “sought profit and an 
empire to pass on to bis sons so that they 
In turn could pass it on to their sons". 
TheyoungerNewhoose “lives for the at- 
tention, the social cachet fbgue, The 
New Ibrieer, Knopf and Random House 
have opened doors for the tongue-tied 
multibiffionaire fl»»t would otherwise 
have slammed shut fa his face.” 

Carol FtelsenthaTs book makes fas- 
cinating reading to those with an ob- 
sessive interest in the worW of New %rk 
magazines, for each entrance and grit 
• from Newhonse’s Cond6 Nast stable is 
jainstakingty detailed. Not for nothing 
was the firm nicknamed Conde Nasty 
for Newhouse appears incapable of 
putting even senior executives out to 
grass with apy sense of decorum. The 
venerable Diana Vreeland, who suc- 
cessftdfy reinvented American Vbgue, 
was dispatched without ceremony. So 
too Robot Gottfleb, installed in -1985 to 



FRIDAY BOOK 

CITIZEN NEWHOUSE: PORTRAIT OF 
A MEDIA MERCHANT 

BY CAROL FELSENTHAL, SEVEN STORIES PRESS. £20 


edit The New Ybrker following its ex- 
pensive acquisition by Newhouse. Bos 
successor; Tina Brown, jumped before 
she could be pushed. 

In many ways, Si's behaviour is un- 
surpriang. 1 The spoon in his mouth ^ was 
not merely sQver but diamond-crusted 
for; by his birth in 1927, father Sam had 
made his first fortune with the Staten 
Island Advance «wi the Long Island 
PaifyPress. Thefiamify was installed in 
a- 14-room Park Avenue duplex which 
Sam’s wife Milzi eodlessfy redecorated 
in a style favouring Louises XIV and XV 
.. . The^dest of ^itinafamfly of Jew- 
ish immigrants, -R»m had become the 
breadwinner at 13. He secured a job as 
a bookkeeper far two dollars a week, 


working for a lawyer who had accepted 

a 51 per cent stake in a local newspaper 

in B«i of a fee. Charged with taking care 
of tiie paper; young Sam saw thaiit was 
losing money because it lacked advert- 
ising. By 1916 he had a share of the eq- 
uity and a salary of $30,000 a year He 
never looked back, scooping up dozens 
(rf metropolitan papers and moving in 
early on cable TV 

When, in 1968, Sam bought Conde 
Nast as a 35th wedding anniversary pre- 
sent for Mitzi, who desperatety wanted 
to appear in Vogue (she iSd, in 1964), his 
elde st son at last found an interest be- 
yond spending the family fortune at up- 
market restaurants. Si bad grown up in 
awe of his father Mibri tad favouredhis 


FRIDAY POEM 

ON DYEING 

BY MICHAEL SYMMONS ROBERTS 

Once we knew it took a boatful 
of crushed shellfish - mnrex and purpura - 
to turn one sleeve imperial purple. 

It took millions of beetles to <fie coch ineal, 
pulverised madder roots for scarlet, 
indigo that went blue when it met the air 
Without mordants to fix them, 
all these colours fell to pastel, then to cream. 

A dress could drain of Hac in an evening. 

No beauty lasted without ox-blood, oil, 
oak-galls, urine, alum, salt, shit 
Once we knew the cost of dyeing. 

This poem comes from Michael Symmons Roberts’s 
second collection, i Raking Sparks ‘ (Cope, £8) 


brother Donald. Harvard rejected Si, so 
too Cornell, and he dropped out of 
Syracuse Along the way he married and 
divorced, and forged a friendship with 
the McCarthy crony Roy Cohn, 

Si’s 1980 purchase of Random House 
for $65m (£38m) would have pleased his 
father Bbr a time, his stewardship was 
approved He was in every otey and got 
excited by books. But his acquisition of 
expensive celebrities such as Nancy 
Reagan and Donald Tramp offended 
staff at what had always been a literary 
house. The head honcho Bob Bernstein 
was soon “retired” in favour of Alberto 
Vitale, characterised by the novelist 
James Micfaener as “an able number- 
enmeher; but not a man reared in the 
traditions of American publishing”. 

In the end, he may not have been so 
good at numbers; when Random House 
failed to tom a real prt^t, Newhouse de- 
cided to sell Commentators alleged it 
was because there was no heiraj^ar- 
ent, although STs nephew Steven, a^hle 
graduate, seemed genuinely interested 
in publishing and had been groomed 
Tn an astonishing mmrright, Tfelwm. 

tbal omits to mention Newhouse’s pur- 
chase in 1987 of the ailing Chatto. 
Bodley Head and Cape combine, surety 
the jewel in the crown of British pub- 
lishing, or the takeover two years later 
of Century Hutchinson. Fas cinating as 
it often is, her book is an over- 
researched portrait of the Newhouse 
ma gazine empire which, even in New 
York, is of consequence to very few 
people. But, beyond the gossip, it reveals 
in chilling detail the estent to which the 
rich and powerful (day chess with the 
hvesoftbosewhoare&rcedtowmfcfor 
a Bring. Who cares that reputations, fit* 
erary and personal, are trashed in pur- 
suit of one man’s vainglorious quest? 
Appearance is everything but all that 
glisters is not gold. 

Lez Thomson 

The reviewer is assistant editor ofTHib- 
Ushing News’ 
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Andreas 

Feininger 


“TO ME.” wrote Andreas Feininger; 
“any photograph worth looking at 
must be a reflection of life, of 
reality, of nature.” Bauhaus archi- 
tect, Life magazine photo-journalist, 
obsessive chronicler of the natural 
world - for 60 years Feininger was 
an incessant maker of pho- 
tographs. 

He was bom in Paris in 1906, the 
son of the painter Lyonel Feininger 
The family moved to Germany 
where Lyonel Feininger taught and 
worked with Marcel Breuer and 
Joseph Albers at the Bauhaus 
school of art and design. Andreas 
joined the Dessau Bauhaus in 1922, 
and by the late Twenties had quali- 
fied as an architect 

But it was photography, not ar- 
chitecture, which was to be his prin- 
cipal preoccupation and he soon 
began to make important technical 
and aesthetic experiments. Staring 
transfixed into the camera's lens, 
modemisticaDy severe in wire glass- 
es and spotlit against a dark back- 
cloth, he made a self-portrait (in 
1927) which was an enduring state- 
ment of his radical intent 

In 1 93 L, Ffeininger was working as 
an architect in Hamburg. He was 
selling photo stories too. principal- 
ly through the Berlin agency DejrfioL 
When he moved to Paris in 1932 to 
work for Le Corbusier, he spent his 
spare time photographing on the 
streets, intrigued not by people, but 
by street signs, doors and shutters, 
gateways and shop windows. 

But the idyll of European mod- 
ernism ended as the Nazis gained 
power, and in 1933. Feininger left 
for Sweden. His first book of pho- 
tographs, Menschen vor der Cam- 
era (“ People in Front of the 
Camera”), appeared in 1934. In 
Stockholm, he finally abandoned ar- 
chitecture and became a profes- 
sional photographer. 

At first he photographed build- 
ings and industry, and worked on his 
photo-book Stockholm, which was 
published in 1936. Recherche tech- 
nical processes, including the shim- 
mering reversals of solarisation, 
the graphicness of reticulation, and 
the sculptural qualities ofbas relief 
became increasingly intriguing to 
him. His 1939 book New Paths in 
Photography (published in the Unit- 
ed States after bis move to Newark 
in 1939) remains a classic explana- 


tion of modernist photo-technique. 

When Ffeininger arrived in Amer- 
ica, he soon found commissions. He 
worked for the Black Star agency 
and by 1941 was a photo-journalist 
on Life magazine. Though early as- 
signments revolved around archi- 
tecture and industry, it was the 
work which emerged from his in- 
creasing preoccupation with the 
minutiae of the natural world which 
established him as a formidable 
presence in photography. 

He suggested stories to Life 
which manifested his absorption in 
landscape. He travelled throughout 
America, to the Rockies, the Ozarks 
and the Mississippi. His intense 
study of the natural world had begun 
in the late Forties; a carpenter ants' 


7 look at objects 
of nature 
primarily with 
the eye of the 
structural 
engineer who is 
fascinated by the 
inter-relationship 
of function 
and form 9 



Feininger’s photograph of a Venus comb mure* (Murex tiremis Perry), 1970 


nest photographed in 1948 becomes 
a stalagmited monumen t in a uni- 
verse of insects, the egg capsules 
of a whelk, made in the same year, 
is a convoluted marvel of modern 
engineering. 

Farm had always intrigued him, 
and he began to look to the very 
structure of the animal world for sub- 
jects for his photographs. He shone 
bright light through the skeletal 
skull of a crucifix catfish and pro- 
duced a photograph of intense and 
sculptural strength. He took a sec- 
tion of a horse's hip joint and made 
a lunar landscape of pitted starkly 
lit bone. “I look at objects of nature,” 
he wrote in 1974, “primarily with the 
eye of the structural engineer who 


is fascinated by the interrelationship 
of function and form.” 

When he left Life in 1962, 
Fhininger had completed over 300 as- 
signments, shown at the Museum of 
Modem Art in New York, and held 
his first one-man exhibition at the 
American Museum of Natural His- 
tory. Most recently he helped to 
assemble 80 of his favourite black- 
and-white photographs, taken be- 
tween 1928 and 1988, for a 
retrospective exhibition that has 
been touring Europe since 1997. 

Feininger became highly re- 
spected as a writer and exhibitor 
During the Sixties alone he pub- 
lished a book almost every year In 
1965, he issued his most important 


technical publication. The Complete 
Photographer, looking through it 
more than 30 years later; its vitality 
and commitment, the directness of 
its language, are as striking as ever 
“To see as the camera sees,” he ad- 
vised, “a photographer must mute 
all his senses except sight. There is 
no feeling, m eaning, im pliratinn or 
value involved except the graphic 
values of form and texture, colour; 
ligh t and dark.” 

Feininger 5 s technical expertise, 
aesthetic insight and plain speaking 
earned him a huge audience. By the 
end of his life, he had published 
more than 50 books, technical works 
and collections of his own pho- 
tographs. But he never became a 


guru. His books were for everyone, 
his photographs elegant, serious 
studies of a world which we can all 
recognise. His writing demystifed 
photography at a time when it was 
fashionable to make it complication 
and elusive. Fbr Andreas Ffeininger; 
the natural world was a marvel of 
shape and pattern, of endlessly in- 
triguing physical complexity, not a 
salve for the troubled soul, nor a 
panacea for angst ' 

VAL WILLIAMS 

Andreas Feininger, photographer 
and writer, bom Paris 27 Decem- 
ber 1906: married 1933 Gertrud 
Hogg (one son); died New York 18 
February 1999. 


Professor Margot Jeffervs 


MARGOT JEFFERYS was one of the 
founders of medical sociology as an 
academic discipline. Her teaching 
and research over more than 30 
years helped to establish the think- 
ing, now commonplace, that 
social factors contribute signifi- 
cantly to health. 

The seeds of her career were 
sown in 1953 when she went to the 
London School of Hygiene and Trop- 
ical Medicine. There she taught 
what later became known as med- 
ical sociology to public health doc- 
tors and general practitioners at 
postgraduate level. Her research 
into health and social services in 
Buckinghamshire resulted in the 
book An Anatomy of Social Welfare 
Services <1965). 

During this period she devel- 
oped networks of like- minded social 
scientists, including Ann Cartwright 
and Raymond fesley, who gathered 
together to discuss issues such as 
social class and health. More formal 
gatherings at this time were less suc- 
cessful. One participant of the 1956 
Medical Research Council-funded 
meeting at the London School on the 
role of sociology in medicine com- 
mented that medicine was looking 
for a docile wife but sociology was 
non- compliant. Jeffery’s was disap- 
pointed but undaunted. 

In 1965 she was appointed Direc- 


tor of Social Research and Senior 
Lecturer in Sociology at Bedford 
College, London University, where 
she remained until retirement in 
1982. Recognition of her subject 
came in 1968 with her appointment 
as the first ever Professor of Med- 
ical Sociology. Following the Royal 
Commission on Medical Education 
(The Tbdd Report, 1968J, she was in- 
vited to develop undergraduate med- 
ical sociology in the London medical 
schools, now de rigueur nationwide. 

The masters degree in the soci- 
ology of medicine which Jefferys 
taught from 1969 became nationally 
and internationally renowned. Many 
of her students are now key players 
in medicine or sociology Later as a 
consultant to the World Health Or- 
ganisation, she helped launch an in- 
ternational research programme in 
behavioural sciences and the soci- 
ology of medical education. 

Her work with GPs was erf crucial 
importance, both practical and aca- 
demia The seminal 1970 report of the 
British Medical Association Working 
Group on Primary Health Care 
which she chaired was perhaps the 
most independent of the BMA Plan- 
ning Unit's reports. From that year 
to 1982 the DHSS funded her team 
on primary health care: Jefferys’ Re- 
thinking General Practice: dilem- 
mas in primary medical care. 



Jefferys: medical dilemmas 


co-authored with Hessie Sachs, ap- 
peared in 1983. In November 1988 fee 
Royal College of General Practi- 
tioners gave her an Honorary Fel- 
lowship: one among many honours 
accorded to berat home and abroad 
Sbe was bora Margot Davies in 
India in 1916, coning to England aged 
eight to be educated at Berkharasted 
School in Hertfordshire. She had 
started out as an economic histori- 
an, graduating in 1938 (with first dass 
honours) from the London School of 
Economics. Her first academic ap- 


pointment was at Bedford College in 
1949, where she researched MobUir 
ty in the Labour Market (1954). 
Taught at LSE by RJEL Tawney and 
H3teenR>wers,ste retained throi^ 
out her life a strong commitment to 
thorough historical scholarship. 

A deep belief in equality, liberty 
and justice guided her life, in poli- 
tics and academe. Events of the 
1930s - mass unemployment, 
hunger marches, fee dvD war in 
Spain, Nazi persecution of Jews 
and political opponents - led her, as 
many other intellectuals, to the 
Communist Party. In this context 
sbe, with James Jefferys whom she 
married in 1941, became an ordinary 
worker in munitions factories in 
Coventry. Margot stayed in fee CP 
until Soviet tanks crushed fee Hun- 
garian uprising in 1956 when, along 
wife others who shared her values, 
she left Thereafter she worked 
with former comrades in the “new 
left” to rethink the way fbrward. 

After her “retirement” in 1982 Jef- 
ferys continued her research, pub- 
lishing fee well-received collection 
on ageing, Growing Old in the 
Twentieth Century (1989). This re- 
search and many national «nd in- 
teraational contributions continued 
while she held a visiting professor- 
ship at King’s College Centre for 
Medical Law and Ethics. 


Margot Jefferys had avoided fee 
“doctor-bashing* label some sociol- 
ogists earned - they sometimes 
thought she had become, in her 
words, “a doctors' moll”. Not so: pa- 
tients and doctors alike can be 
grateful for her ability to c^er knowl- 
edge in a way the medical prtrfession 
found salient 

This success was a direct reflection 
of the person she was: strong, inde- 
pendently minded, generous and lov- 
ing. She helped many of us, 
recognising and bringing outbidden 
talents, sometimes by sharp critkaan. 
ciffa ing support in advtat ally Although 
not a Women’s liberation kind of 
feminist she was particularly help- 
fill to women, conscious of fee dis- 
advantages and difficulties we faced. 

Meg Stacey 

Margot Davies, medical sociolo- 
gist: born Madras l Ncruember 
1916; Lecturer, Department qf Pub- 
lic Health, London School qf 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
1953-65 ; Director qf Social 
Research, Bedford College, Lon- 
don University 1965-52, Senior 
Lecturer in Sociology 1965-66, 
Reader 1966-68, Professor qf Med- 
ical Sociology 1965-52 (Emeritus); 
married 1941 James Jefferys (two 
sons; marriage dissolved 1959); 
died London 3 March. 1999. 


Philip 

Donnellan 


SERIOUS TELEVISION documen- 
tary film-making may be out of 
fashi on in these dqys of fly-by-night 
fleabites but what goes round 
comes round. One day film stu- 
dents will search the BBC archives 
for the work of Philip Donnellan to 
find out how to do fee job properly. 
Donnellan pioneered the use of the 
new medium of television to give a 
voice to ordinary people. 

Although his manner and accent 
were those of the patrician estab- 
lishment - an essential asset in the 
internal politics of the BBC’s bu- 
reaucracy- his vision was radical 
and subversive of the corporation’s 
top-down value system. He re- 
spected the subjects of his films. He 
believed they had something to say 
that was worth hearing. And he saw 
his role as a technical enabler al- 
lowing them to say it 

The people he filmed demon- 
strate his determination to open fee 
ether to voices that usually go un- 
heard - seafarers and fishermen, 
steelworkers and miners, Irish mi- 
grants and travelling people. Asked 
once what had happened to the 
creativity of fee working class, he 
replied; “It's in their speech.” Such 
an approach does not endear you to 
the mandarins; be was seen as a 
mav erick throughout his working life. 
But he survived fee system for 36 
years and managed to make nearly 
100 films, most of wfakh were broad- 
cast; some won awards. 

Philip Donnellan was born in 
1924, the son of a schoolmaster in 
Reigate. Leaving his boarding school 
at 16, he trained as a reporter on local 
newspapers in Sums dashing about 
on a bicycle to see where bombs 
had landed. War service in the 
Army -he joined the Seaforth High- 
landers on his 16th birthday to get 
as far away from home as possible 
- took him to India, Burma, Malaya, 
China and North Africa with No 5 
Commando and ended in Intelli- 


gence in Gibraltar 

In 1948 he applied to join the BBC 
in Birmingham and, although he 
heard of his father's death on the 
morning of his interview, he got the 
job - first as a radio announce* and 
newsreader then as a writer and pro- 
ducer of radio features which were 
carefully sorted and read live by ac- 
tors In the studio. When portable 
tape recorders became available in 
1954 he moved into the collection and 
editing of actuality, along wife 
Charles Parker creator of the sound 
collage Radio Ballads. 

Donnellan moved into television 
as a documentary producer in 1958, 
working exclusively on film and de- 
veloping fee contrapuntal use of 
sound and image. He was known as 
an extravagant producer using vast 
quantities of film stock when only a 
small amount was shown; he was a 
perfectionist. 

Much of his television work par- 
alleled what Parker was doing in 
radio - using the words and songs 
of ordinary working people, direct- 
ly presented without the intervention 
of an intermediary commentator to 
share their experiences and con- 
cerns. It was typical of his openness 
and honesty that he would show fee 
crew filming - in Brechtian style, he 
liked to expose fee real situation. 

When he made The Fight Fbr 
Shelton Bar in 1973, about the strug- 
gle against the threatened closure 
of a Staffordshire steelworks, he in- 
vited the steelworkers into the cut- 
ting room to help edit it The BBC 
chucked them out on the grounds of 
editorial independence. 

The theatre director Peter 
Cheeseman applied fee same tech- 
niques to bis work on stage at fee 
Victoria Theatre in Stoke-on-Trent, 
creating company-devised musical 
documentaries scripted from inter- 
views with ordinary people. All three 
men were involved with Ewan Mac- 
Coll and Peggy Seeger in the folk 
revival, excavating and celebrating 
the traditional music and oral her- 
itage of fee working dass. 

“He was bloody impossible to 
work with,” Cheeseman says, “but 
when you made a film with Philip you 
were his friend for life." His pas- 
sionate commitment to the subjects 
be filmed continued after the broad- 


cast - after Where Do We Go From 
Here? (1967) about travelling people, 
be became involved in gypsy liaise#* 

groups after making BD5, about the 

problems of blind people, in 1968, he ‘ 
founded the Shropshire Talking 
Newspaper for the Blind. 

His films reflected his obsessions 
-with the sociology of industrial life 
(Joe the Ciiainsmith, 1958); wife 
marginalised minorities (27ie Colony, 
about Wfest Indians in Birmingham, 
1964); with authority and fee indi- 
vidual (Sir Men. about men of power p 
in 1965); with imperialism and its con- 
sequences (biographies of Nehru,de 
Gaulle, Nkrumah, T.E. Lawrence): . 
with working-class culture (Half a 
Smile from Slake, about the Potter- 
ies painter Arthur Berry, 1976). 

But fee films he would probably ; 
most want to be remembered for are 
Pure Radio (about broadcasting 
history, 1977) and Gone for a Soldier 
( 1980), a two-parter about squaddies # 
in fee British Army from 1815 to 1979 " c 
which caused a furore for its anti-war 
empathy with the other ranks. . ■' 

A tall imposing figure, in fee 

early days Donnellan was something 
of a dandy. One close colleague re- 
members him wife a silver-tipped 
cane saying, “You must come back 
to my chambers”, winch turned out 
to be a dingy room in a boarding " 
house. Later be changed his image, 
wearing fishermen's smocks and, 
intermittently, a beard. 

His widow, Jill (they met in 1948 
at Bush House, where she was a sec- 
retary with the BBC TSbrid Service 
and later became an announcer 
herself) says the change of style was 
a slow evolution. ‘‘At first he was ab- 
solutely dashing in a tweed suit 
everything matched,” she says. But 
when he moved from being a news- | f 
reader to a documentary producer ' 
he dressed down to blend wife the 
ordinary people he was interviewing 
- “That’s why people talked to him 
so welL” They moved from the Daffy 
Telegraph to The Guardian at the 
time of Suez. 

“I ought have been playing golf 
and bridge for life if I hadn’t met 
him,” Jill says. “But through him I 
have met an extraordinary range of 
people.” Tbgether they buflt up a 
collection of about 100 pieces of 



Donnellan: voice of the people 


vernacular pottery - handmade or 
decorated mugs, jugs, loving cups as 
used for serving drink by ordinary 
people - which is now lodged on per- 
manent loan at the New Victoria 
Theatre in North Staffordshire. 

Philip and Jill had four children. 
Ibm is a lighting designer in Spain; 
Rebecca a broadcaster in France; 4 
Philippa a dancer in London and 7 
Polly a co mm u n ity worker in Kilken- " •" 
ny. “He was a bloody hard man to live 
until," Polly says, “but he made me ‘ 
aware of the people around me." 

In 1988 he wrote a book. We Were 
die BBC, which Jill describes as “a 
non-Asa Briggs history”. It awaits 
publication. Most of his films are kept 
by the British film Institute; those 
wife an Irish theme (his family 
came from Galway) are in the Na- 
tional Film Archive in Dublin. 

Robin thoknber '■] 

Philip Donngflan, documentary 
film-maker: born Reigate, Surrey 9 ,v 
February 1924: married 1952 ; j 
Gillian Berry (one son, three ’* 
daughters); died Passage West, Co ' ■ 
Cork 15 February 2999. 



Winthrop Edey 
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Edey: a man of habit 


WEALTHY ECCENTRICS are as 
rare in America as they are com- 
monplace In Europe; a Puritan cul- 
ture ensures that even the best 
endowed remain workers rather 
than playboys. Winthrop Edey how- 
even was an exemplar of fee Man- 
hattan eccentric who, like many so 
labelled, was also vastly learned. 

Edey’s expertise was in antique 
clocks and watches, and he was a 
nonpareil scholar and collector: The 
femfly funds which bankrolled his ex- 
ceptional collection removed Edey 
from the obligations of academic 
tenure, museum directorship or auc- 
tion-house employment, any of which 
could have been his for the asking. 

His middle initially honoured his 
grandfather Morris Kellogg, who had 
won gargantuan s ums of money 


designing oil refineries and Ameri- 
ca’s atomic-bomb plants. Edey was 
known as “Kefly~ a diminutive of the 
very Kefloggwtudi had made his life 
of leisure and connoisseurship pos- 
sible. Kellogg’s daughter. Edey’s 
mother; a mainstay of fee Associa- 
tion for Voluntary Surgical Contra- 
ception. set up fee first outpatient 
vasectomy clinic. Edey himself 
grew up on Long Island, attended 
Amherst College and fee Institute of 
Fine Arts in New York. 

He was equally knowledgeable 
about ancient Egypt, 18th-century 
literature and the history and prac- 
tice of photography His social set in- 
cluded as many louche avantgardists 
as elderly timepiece dealers, queens 
of the New York night along wife 
antiquarians. He knew fee notorious 


Robert Mapplethorpe; Andy Vferhol 
included him in his 40-minute black- 
and-white silent film The 13 Most 
Barnaul Boys. This was in 1964, the 
same year Warhol's painting The 13 
Most Wanted Men was removed 
from fee New York World's Eaic 

Edey was a man of habit, not just 
that of collecting. He maintained an 
impeccable townhouse on the Upper 
West Side exactly as it had been in 
the late 19th century indutfing wak- 
ing gasjets. He used to stroll in Cen- 
tral Park wearing plaid Bermuda 
shorts, short black socks and brown 
wingtips. He awoke at precisely five 
in fee afternoon. 

At night he wotted on his docks 
and his diary, an obsessive task 
whidi had occupied Mm since the age 
of six. This massive, many-votumed 


work covering more Qian 50 years 
promises to be a revelatory docu- 
ment and even a potential best- 
seller; covering everything from 
downtown 1960s Bohemia to travels 
of 19th-century leisureliness. Edey 
took wife him a large and ancient 
camera; his interest in photography 
included taking his own oki-feshioned 


A hint of Edey's impeccably 
recherche prose can be gained from 
the two boote published in his lifetime. 

French Clocks (1967) was one of the 
first books in Engl is h on the subject 

A knowledge of French dock-maKne 
involves fee study of many different su£ 
jects: cabinetmaking, bronze-casting, 
the manufacture of machinery, fee ev^ 
lution of theories of time, sculpture 
even porcelain, fee composition of met- 
als, and some astronomy 


This sEm collector’s guide also car- 
ries several plates of such rare clocks 

from his own collection as a Green 
Horn wdlbradset by Gffle Late from 
1745, a Tete de Poupde by Balthaz- 
ar Martinet from 1680 and a Fendule 
Reiigieuse by Gossetin from 1660. 

In 1982 the Frick Collection 
mounted the first important exhibi- 
tion of French docks in the United 
States. Edey was fee guest curator 
and nine of the finest works were 
from his collection, though his name 
was modestly omitted from fee list 
offenders. It is to the Frick that Edey 
has left 39 pieces from his collection 
of around 60 docks and watches, a 
donation of incomparable magni- 
tude, as well as his diary. In fee book 
of the Frick show, French Clocks in 
American Collections, Edey demon- 


strated his taste in prose as wel 

timepieces: 

After the Revolution, clock cases v 
less often worthy of the best m 
meiUs, and less often the care 


regime, taking on 


of the ancien 
place a harsh 


Elsewhere in this essay, Ed* 
words could serve as his own qriti 

Thus the market was mudi reduced, 
acertain spirit of taste was Silted, n fc 
feat had taken centuries of increas 
V refined living to develop. 

Adrian D ann/ 

Winthrop Kellogg Edey, dock < 
lector and diarist- bom New Y 
18 June 1937; died New York 
February 1999. 
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UKE MILLIONS of other radio Mm. 
era in the South East, I grew up with 
AdnanLove. He was part of fife in Loa- 
don. Capital Radio saw to that, and 

1 Svu^ST£!^ ^^rwxm 
to BBC Radio 2 became a renter date 

for many nationwide. 

-»A A T _ T . . ... 


though, he was the firm but 

, I^esenter of a nightly phone-in 




no mister nasty”, a style which was in 

vogue among so many of his phone-in 
host colleagues at the time, but a man 
who seemed to talk just Eke the rest of 
us. Idiosyncratic perhaps, hut he con- 
nected with people, and that was his 
strength, it tfid not matter whether It 
was a top international celebrity (and 


or the postman delivering letters to his 
house near Edmbridge, in Kent, Love 
got dose to people. 

He coined a phrase on tha t pro- 
gramme at Capital that became the ul- 
timate radio brand - to listeners it 
ca me to sum up the whole show. “Anna 

and the doc” was his description for the 
problem phone-in hepresented with the 
s^ouy aimt Anna Raeburn and the doc- 
wl; whose name to this day eludes me 
The show was an imforgettable insight 
into the fives of others. 

To Anna Raeburn it was unforget- 
table for other reasons. She recalls her 
first show with Love, who was driving 
her to despair with his fidgeting. At the 
end, she laid into him*- “While you are 
clicking and twitching, I am trying 
something for people.” His reply was 
typicalty simple and dtsanxungty honest: 
“You do realise I am terrified of you, 
dorftyou?” 

Meeting him was a bit ofa shock. Lis- 
tening on air; one built up a mental pic- 
ture of a big man with that amazing 
vocal characteristic, a strange mix. of 
sandpaper and fresh honey, with a pair 
of lungs that had fought the good fight 
with cigarettes and won. The reality was 
somewhat different He was a tall lean 
'5pn who looked as though he could 
spend a week in a fast-food restaurant 
without showing signs of overeating. 

The son of the bandleader Geoff 
Love, Adrian was born, in 1944, into a 
showbiz family. He told stories of how 
he entered the “business” as a child and 
never left it He began his broadcasting 
career with the pirate radio station 
Radio Gtyin 1966 and moved to the BBC 
li gh t Programme the next year fol- 
lowed by work with the World Service, 
LBC and UBN (United Biscuits Net- 
work, the “biscuit factory” station, 
where he worked with Nicky Horn, 
Roger Scott and other radio icons). 
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Love in the studio at the launch of Classic FM in 1992 


It would be easy to think that he had 
led a charmed fife from the outset, but 
life was no picnic for Love Aflera move 
from Capital toanawardwimnng show 
on Radio X he fell from grace; he was 
sacked in 1982 for presenting his show 
while drunk. He made no secret of his 
alcohol addiction, and even shared his 
experience with listeners. 

He was a.fuxuty man, and he gave 
credit to his wife Ros for getting him 
through the addiction tha t neatly fin- 
ished him off. He frequently shared per- 
sonal moments from his family life on 


sic FM was launched in September 1992. 
In more recent years he worked for 
the local BBC radio station Southern 
Counties Radio, broadcasting to Surrey 
and Sussex. 

Love had an inner strength which you 
could bear on thean; and which helped 
him through Ins alcohol addiction Un- 
known to many he used that strength 
toh^others,throu^diarityhiDdr^s- 
ing. It also showed in his unnerving en- 
thusiasm to get back to work after a car 
accident in December 1997 that led 
to continued ill-health. Simon Bates, a 


He had an amazing vocal characteristic , a 
strange mix of sandpaper and fresh honey 


air; Ros and Love’s three daughters be- 
came part of the bigger family he cre- 
ated with his listeners. 

He moved from Love m fhe Afternoon 
on Radio 2 to Jazz FM. He then became 
part of the starting line-up when (Has- 


former colleague from Radio 1 de- 
scribed Love's burning enthusiasm for 
his radio programmes as “exhausting 
for everyone else”. 

’ During what his colleages hoped 
would be his recuperation from his op- 


eration, a couple of us wait to visit him 
at his house. We expected to see a man 
who was somewhat frail, but be would 
have none of it, he was hill of life: “OK 
boys, what’s the gossip, and when can 
I get back on the air? Let's start with 
the goss first” 

Adrian Love did get back on the aic 
but it was not long before his lungs, weak- 
ened by a lifetime of asthma attacks, took 
him off again. He will be remembered 
by colleagues at Southern Comities as 
the consummate professional - espe- 
dallywben things (fidtft quite go the w^y 
they were planned - for being unflap- 
pable in the face of adverse odds, and 
for being a friend, not just to those who 
knew him, but to the fisteners, who loved 
him. As one listener put it, “He was a 
friend to everybody. I never met him, I 
didn't even know what he looked Eke, but 
he was Eke a best friend tome.” 

Chris loveder 

Adrian Love, disc jockey: born York 3 
August 1944; three times married (two 
daughters, one stepdaughter); died 
Tunbridge Weds , Kent 10 March 1999. 
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M1CHIO Kakc 


Computers with no 
common sense 


WITH COMPUTER power 
doubling every 18 months 
(Moore's Law), some ex- 
pats in artificial intelligence 
are now bragging that by 
2030, robots will surpass 
the intelligence of humans. 
They boast that their cre- 
ations may one day treat us 
like pets, too feeble and 
stupid to take care of our- 
selves. Robots will inherit 
the earth, and perhaps place 
us in zoos. The scientists at 
Carnegie- Mellon Institute, 
with the largest robotics lab- 
oratory in the world, even 
claim that we are creating 
our own Darwinian succes- 
sors, that it's our evolution- 
ary duty to prepare the way 
for super-intelligent robots, 
as if it's a law of nature. 

But not so fast! The rosy 
claims of these mathemati- 
cians are not without some 
merit, but they have beat 
made before, with laughable 
results. As a physicist, I 
must note that there are a 
few tiny roadblocks in their 
predictions, such as the laws 
of physics. 

It’s true that Moore's Law 
has successfully predicted 
the staggering growth of 
computers for the past 50 
years. This means that every 
Christmas, our computer 
gadgets are almost twice as 
powerful as the previous 
year's. It's also true that 
our brains, even when day- 
dreaming compute at more 
than 500 trillion bytes per sec- 
ond. By Moore's Law, our 
chips should hit about 500 tril- 
lion bytes per second by 2050. 


But there are also tremen- 
dous roadblocks. For in 
stance. Moore's Law will 
collapse W3y before 2050. In 
fact, by 2020. transistors will 
become so small they will ap- 
proach the size of DN A coils. 
Unfortunately, silicon is nut 
structurally stable at such 
tiny distances. Silicon Valiev 
may become a Bast Belt by 
2020 - the Age of Silicon will 
end, causing chaos in the 
computer business. 

After 2020, physicists will 
have to replace silicon with 
very* speculative designs, 
such as computers wiuch 
compute on laser beams. 
DMA molecules, protein mol- 
ecules, or single electrons. 
There's also the ultimate 
computer, the “quantum 
computer", which is so ad- 
vanced that no prototypes 
even exist. These are all 
highly risky designs, so all 
bets are off after 2020. 

Furthermore, scientists 
have not solved the problem 
of “common sense”. Com- 
puters don't know the things 
that even children know. 
Computers don't know that 
water is wet. that animals 
don’t Hke pain, that mothers 
are older than their children, 
that twins age at the same 
rate, and that when you die 
you don’t come back the next 
day. How do we know these 
comm on -sense things? By 
experience. But that’s pre- 
cisely what computers don't 
have. Warse, mathematicians 
believe that several hundred 
million sta teme nts of com- 
mon sense are required be- 


fore a r.*l*ol cjo reas’ii!! like 
a child. Thi* staggcriiv; 
amount ot common sen-*- ha-, 
effectively stopped prngro 
in artificial intelligence for tin.* 
past 20 .rears 

Finally, computers don’t 
see very well. One of the 
most advanced robots is (fie 
Mars Kmvr. mnvntly or. the 
planet Mars. .Yithc.nv;h the 
Mars Rover captured the 
imagination nf miHtuns •-! 
jieoplc utvund the uurlii. :r 
has the iniclhe.eiiee at .t re- 
tarded cockroach Even a 
cockroach kmuv.-. how tu iW* 
wlten spoiled on yrmr kitchen 
tilde. If a Martian were to su at 
the Mars Rover with ifii ten- 
tacle. the Rover would take 
severed hours to realise that 
the tentacle was not a rock’ 
This is nut to say that we 
won't haw computer marveb. 
by 2050- By then, eliijis will 
cost a fraction of a jienny, tlie 
cost of bubblegum wrappers 
We will haw computers in our 
watches, clothes, jewellery, 
furniture, walls, appliances, 
and perhaps inside our bod- 
ies. And we will talk to them 
in English, albeit a higlily 
styfised and simple English. 
But don't expect to hove robot 
butlers or maids by 2050. 

In other words, don't 
worry, the mathematicians 
are wrong. Humanity is not 
doomed to live in a cage after 
2050. (Unless, of course, we 
physicists can invent the 
quantum computer . . .) 

Mickio Kaku is the author of 
'Visions’ (Oxford University 
Press, ES.99 ) 


Gazette 


Births, 
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& Deaths 


DEATHS 



IN MEMORIAM 


BARR: Frederick, efied an Thurs- 
day 12 March 1992. Much loved. 


Announcements for Gazette 
BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS (Births, Adoptions, 
Marriages. Deaths, Memorial 
services. In memoriain) are 
charged at ALSO a fine (VAT 
extra). OTHER Gazette 
announcements (notices, 
ftmetfons, Fbrtheaming mar- 
riages, Marriages), which 
must be submitted In writing 
are charged at £10 a line. - 
VAT extra. Always include a 
daytime telephone number: 


Tkd Independents switchboard 
number Is 0171-293 2000. 
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Birthdays 

Sir Antony Acland, Provost 
of Eton, and former 
diplomat, 69; Dr Giovanni 
AgneDi, chairman. Istituto 
I Finanziario Industrial e, 78; 
Mr Edward Albee, play- 
wright, 71; Mr Ronald Alley, 
artist and former Keeper of 
Modern Art, Tate Gallery 73; 
Mrs Virginia Bottomley 
MP, 51; Mr Norbert 
Brainin, violinist, 76; Sir 
Geoffrey de Beflaigue, for- 
mer Director of the Royal 
Collection, 68; Mr Peter 
Gwynn- Jones, Garter Prin- 
cipal King of Arms, 59; Lord 
Hogg of Cumbernauld, for- 
mer MB 61; Mr Philip 
Jones, former principal. 
Trinity College of Music, 
London, 71; Mr David Mel- 
Ior QC, former MR 50; Miss 
Liza Minnelli, actress and 
sin gen 53; Mr David MEnar- 
ic, interior decorator; 60; 

Mr Nicholas Montagu, 
chairman. Board of Inland 
Revenue, 55; Mr Roland 
Moyle, barrister and former 
government minister; 71; Mr 
Patrick Procktor, painter 
63; Mr Ralph Shapey. com- 
poser and conductor; 78; 

Miss Gndnm Ure, actress, 
73; Miss Elizabeth 
Vaughan, operatic soprano, 
62; Lord Wallace of 
Saltaire, Reader in Interna- 
tional Relations, London 
Sehool of Econo mics, 5 8; 

Mr David Oliver Williams, 
former general secretary. 
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Cohse, 73; Mr David 
W3mot, chief constable. 
Greater Manchester Police, 
56; Miss Googie Withers, 
actress, 82. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Andrg de Lenotre, 
landscape ardiitect, 1613; 
Thomas Augustine Arne, 
compose); of “Rule, Britan- 
nia", 1710; Vaslav Fwnich 
Nijinsky, dancei; 1890; Jade 
(Jean-Louis) Kerouac, novel- 
ist, 1922. Deaths: Frans van 
Miens the Elden painter; 
1681; Anne Frank, young 
Jewish diarist, at Bergen- 
Belsen 1945. On this day: 
the Bermudas became an 
Engtish colony. 1609; the 
foundation stone of the 
Australian capital Canberra 
was laid, 1913; in Britain a 
30mph speed limit was 
imposed for cars in built-up 
areas, 1935. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Alphege of 
Winchester; St Bernard of 
Capua, St Maximilian of 
Tbeveste, St Paul AureHan or 
of Leon, Saints Peter Gorgo- 
xuus and Dorotheus, St 
Seraphina or jfina and St 
Theopbanes the Chroniden 


LECTURES 

British Museum: Helen 
Glaistm; “Thp Female Form: 
the contrasting styles of 
Ind ia and China”, 11 .3 Dam; 
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Rowena Loverance, “Images 
of the Virgin Mary”, Z30pm. 
National Gallery: Norman 
Coady, “Cats and Dogs 60: 
Veronese, Christ addressing 
o Kneeling Woman”, 1pm. 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Frances Musket; 
“Dress and Textiles in the 
17th Century”, 2pm. 

Centre for Regional 
Stncfies, Anglia Polytechnic 
University Cambridge: Dr J. 
Kemble, “Researching Place 
Names”, B^Opm. 


PROFESSOR 
Nicholas Kurti 

A memorial meeting for Pro- 
fessor Nicholas Kurti CBE 
FRS will be held on Saturday 
27 March at 3pm in the Shel- 
donian Theatre, Oxford. 


Synagogue 

Services 


Details of synagogue ser- 
vices to be held tomorrow 
may be obtained by telephon- 
ing the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 5.45pm. 

United Synagogues: 0181-343 
8989. Ftedenuaoo of Synagognes: 
0181-202 2263. UuiOB of liberal 
and Progressive Synagogue* 
9171-580 IMS. Reform Syna- 
gogues of Great Britain: oisi-349 
47SJ_ Spanish and Portagnese 
Jews Congregation: 0171-289 
2S7S. New London Syna$>g&e 
(MXSOrtp: 0171-328 1026. 
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Royal 

Engagements 


The Queen visits HM Customs 
& Excise VAT Collection Centre 
in Southend. The Dnke of 
Edinburgh visits Keyined 
(Medical and Industrial Equip- 
ment) Ltd in Southend; and, as 
ChanceDo; Cambridge Universi- 
ty attends a reception and din- 
ner at Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge. The Queen and 
The Dnke of Edinburgh visit 
South East Essex College, 
Southend; visit Basildon District 
Council offices, Basildon, to 
mark the 50th Anniversary of 
the foundation of Basildon New 
Tbwn; visit the Tbwngate 
Theatre in Basfldon Centre, 
Basildon; and visit the newly 
erected Bed Tbwer of St Mar- 
tin’s Church, Basildon, and 
attend a service ot thanksgiving 
at the church to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the foundation of 
BasQdon New Town. The Dnke 
of York, Patron. Badminton 
Society of England, attends the 
1999 All England Badminton 
r.Knmpinwchip at the National 
Indoor Arena, Birmingham. 

The Dnke of Kent, Colonel, 
Scots Guards, visits the 
Guards Tr aining Company at 


the Infantry Training Centre, 
Catterick, North Ybrkshire. 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts the 
Queen’s Life Guard at Horse 
Guards, llam; 1st Battalion 
Coldstream Guards mounts the 
Queen’s Guard, at Rockingham 
Palace, lL30am, band provided 
by the Irish Guards. 




Parental preference 
was not excluded 


' 'Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone ? ?17I^ 
(24-hour^wSTnSm71-293 201 1) or fi* to 01 71-293 2010. Please give a daytnne telephone x 


number. 


THE OBLIGATION on a local 
education authority to have 
regard to parental prefer- 
ence with regard to choice of 
school, imposed by section 9 
of the Education Act 1996, 
was not excluded in the case 
of children with special edu- 
cational needs by paragraph 
3 of Schedule 27 to the Act 

The Court of Appeal upheld 
the decision of the High Court 
dismissing the appellants* ap- 
peal against a decision of a 
Special Educational Needs 
Tribunal that their son should 
attend a mainstream school 
maintained by the local educa- 
tion authority rather than an in- 
dependent sduol of ther choice. 

The appellants’ son was se- 
riously dyslexic and had special 
educational needs. The respon- 
dent local education authority 
in its statement of special ed- 
ucational needs made pursuant 
to s 324 of the Education Act 
1996, refused to specify the 
school which the appellants 
considered appropriate for him. 

The appellants appealed to 
a Special Educational Needs 
Tribunal agairrei that refusal, 
and the tribunal concluded 
that the child should attend a 
mainstream secondary school 
maintained by the respondent, 
rather than an independent 
boarding school favoured by 
the appellants. 

The appellants appealed to 
the High Court on the ground 
that the tribunal had erred in 
law in holding that section 9 
of the 1996 Act, which provided 
for the expression by a parent 
of a preference as to the 
sehool at which he wished his 
child to be educated, had no 
application in a special educa- 
tional needs case. 

The judge agreed that the 


AWOL. ANTHONY Burgess’s 
A Mouthful Of Air surfaced 
in my box of cookery books 
and opened at page 185: 
“we stQX have the Ger- 
manic gar in ‘portic’.” 

This ran in the great 
Bu rgess's Mood (tangnage, 
and gartie). The OED un- 
soundly defines life's joy as 
an “acrid” taste but does 
note the compound of the 


FRIDAY Law 
REPORT 

12 March 1999 

Catchpole and another 
v Buckinghamshire 
County Council 
and another 
Court oj Appeal 
( Lord Justice Stuart- 
Smitk, Lord Justice 
Thorpe and Lord 
Justice Sedley) 

9 March 1999 

tribunal had been in error, 
but upheld the respondent’s 
submission that a correct 
appreciation of the law could 
have made no difference to the 
outcome of the appeal before 
the tribunaL He therefore dis- 
missed the appeaL The appel- 
lants appealed. 

Nicholas Boiccn l Teacher Stem 
Selby) for the appellants; Peter 
Oldham (Buckawi) uanshire Coun- 
ty Council i for the respondent 

Lord Justice Sedley said that 
the respondent contended that 
the Act contained a self- 
contained code which gave 
parents much firmer rights, 
and which made section 9 
redundant in special educa- 
tional needs cases. 

Paragraph 3(3 > of Schedule 
27 made it mandatory for the 
statement of special educa- 
tional needs to name the school 
preferred by the parents unless 
it was unsuitable for the child 
or incompatible with the effi- 
ciency of the school or the effi- 
cient use of resources. 


WORDS 

CHRISTOPHER 
HAWTREE 
garlic, n. 

Old English for spear and 
leek (as our century shows. 
German means spearman). 

Meanwhile, the Slavonic 
scholar and New Statesman 


Although tliat was in for 
stronger terms than the provi- 
sions of section 9 of the Act, 
which established no more 
than an obligation to hare re- 
gard fora general principle of 
parental preference, qualified 
likewise by considerations of ef- 
ficiency and expense, para- 
graph 3(H of Schedule 27 
contained the limitation that the 
expressed preference for a 
child with special educational 
needs had to be for a school in 
the state sector, whether main ■ 
stream or special. That limita- 
tion did not. however, by 
necessary implication exclude 
the broader principle ex- 
pressed in section 9. 

There was nothing in the Act 
to suggest that the general 
principle that pupils were to be 
educated in accordance with 
the wishes of their parents was 
intended to be disregarded in 
relation to children with special 
educational needs. The global 
effect of the Act was that in spe- 
cial educational needs cases a 
duly expressed parental pref- 
erence fur a state sector school 
was binding in the absence 
of a disqualifying factor, while 
an expressed preference for 
an independent school was to 
be considered, together with 
Uie reasons for it. in the light 
of the principle enunciated in 
section 9. 

Notwithstanding that, the 
judge had been right in the pre- 
sent case to hold that the error 
of the tribunal occurring as it 
had in a decision which had fully 
addressed the educational mer 
its of the both the appellants' 
and the respondent's choices, 
could not have affected the 
outcome of the appeal. 

Kate OTUnloa 
B arrister 


food correspondent Bee 
Wilson has triumphed on 
Afostencfc^f. Cut from the 
broadcast was Loyd Gross- 
man's remark that be could 
eat her fried garlic “by (be 
bucketful, like popcorn": 
peel many bulbs, blanch In 
water: drain: repeal; blanch 
in stock: mix egg, flour, 
breadcrumbs; fry in sun- 
flower oil and torn. Ah! 
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Bye-bye Cindy, Linda, Christy and now Naomi... They say the supermodel era is over. What can they mean? By Su sannah Frankel 


lU!- • 


Never say 
never again 



aomi Campbell: 

I The Last Super- 
I I model?" ponders 

I I the March issue 

I of American 

-JL. ^ Vogue, in a more 

measured fashion than the majori- 
ty of the press, which has been rev- 
elling in melodramatic tales of 
Campbell's demise this week. It is 
not insignificant that it is this par- 
ticular magazine that publishes the 
full story: a model’s status can rise 
and fell in its glossy pages overnight. 
What American Vogue says, goes. 

According to Vogue, then, Camp- 
bell, who has been modelling for 13 
years, has just signed her first 
worldwide cosmetics contract - 
with Wella - which will doubtless 
turn out to be more Lucrative, and 
certainly a whole lot easier, than 
working the international runways, 
despite the fact that she reported- 
ly earns $41,000 (£65,0001 a show. She 
has recently finished work on a 
film , the Canadian independent 
Prisoner of hove, due for release 
later this year. For the past two 
years. Campbell has also worked 
with Nelson Mandela to raise aware- 
ness for his Children’s Fluid He has 
described the model as his honorary 
granddaughter. 

It may all sound like the stuff of 
a particularly dichCd TV mini-series 
but Campbell has also - and to her 
credit - continually spoken out 
against racism in the fashion in- 
dustry: compared to her (white) 
supermodel sisters she has graced 
far fewer covers and has foiled - until 
Wella came along - to sign up with 
a cosmetics company. As a catwalk 
model, unlike some of her less po- 
litically aware contemporaries, she 
resists being Lumbered with the 
token “exotic" outfit 
So why does the world love to hate 
Naomi Campbell? There are the teg- 
endaiy tantrums, of course. She fa- 
mously attacks unsuspecting 
women who cross her path, from 
other models who are allocated out- 
fits she'd like to wear; to her former 



Devon Aoki is not 
nearly as expensive 
as Naomi Campbell, 
nor as difficult 


personal assistant (of nine days, last 
autumn) Georgina Galanis, who is 
filing a $2m lawsuit against hen 
claiming Campbell grabbed her by 
the throat, punched her and hit her 
on the head with one of her many 
mobile phones. These are hardly 
enough to justify the glee with which 
the media reports that she and the 
likes of Cindy Crawford, Christy 
Turlington and Linda Evangelista, 
are headed for troubled times. 


At the end of last year; People 
magazine splashed the words “Su- 
permodel Meltdown" across its 
cover - the British press followed 
suit The story was that magazines 
were relying on celebrities rather 
than models to boost circulation. 
American Vogue had Oprah Winfrey 
and Hfilary Clinto n; arch -rival Hmp- 
er’s Bazaar preferred girifriend- 
and-boyfriend team Cameron Diaz 
and Matt Dillon. In the UK, Marline 
McCutcheon is Marie Claire ? s 
March cover girl, soon to be super- 
seded by Monica Lewinsky shot by 
Patrick Demarchelier the man re- 
sponsible for the British Vogue 
cover of Diana, Princess of Wales. 

That is only one side of the story, 
however This month, Kate Moss 
who, like Campbell, is often de- 
scribed as the last of the super- 
models, is on the cover of every 
magazine from W to Dozed & Con- 
fiised, and from £S to The Ftice. 
Cindy Crawford. Campbell, Linda 

and f^iristyTin4in gi-inn 

were on the cover of last year's best- 
selling issue of American EUe. 

It is ironic that the most recent 
Fall of the Supermodel story was 
generated by a reported rift between 
the designer Donatella Versace and 
Naomi Campbell. Campbell - who 

has appeared in every Vfersace show 

since Gianni Versace died in July 
1997 - was conspicuous by her ab- 
sence at the Versace shows in Milan 
last week. The pair have by now 
made their peace, however; which is 
entirely predictable. The twice-year- 
ty collections held in New York, 
London, Milan and Paris are famous 
for generating just this type of spat 
Campbell has seemed on fine form 
on the catwalks for both Antonio Be- 
rardi and Louis Vuitton. 

It must have been tough on hex; 
none the less, despite claims that it 
was her own decision not to appear 
and especially as Gianni Versace 
was the msm responsible for the rise 
of the supennodel and their celebri- 
ty status In the first [dace. Versace 
realised that if he boasted even one 





Out with the old: Evangelista, Crawford, Campbell, Ttaiington-Vfersace, 1991; in with the new Devon at Versus, left Chris Moore 


big-name star on his catwalk ex- 
dusvety the column inches it would 
generate would be worth far more 
than their weight in gold. 

The moment that encapsulates 
the supermodel phenomenon at its 
most brazenly glamorous is best at- 
tributed to Gianni Versace. When he 
sent Campbell, Turlington, Evan- 
gelista ana Crawford down the run- 
way en masse, miming the words to 
George Michael’s “Freedom” (they 
had recently starred in the video) in 
March 1991, he madefashion histo- 
ry. Here were four women who 
were as self-confident as they were 
beautzfiil: model role models, they 
exuded money, power and self-con- 
fidence m a miUeu that is famous for 
its exploitation of young women. 

This precedent was set in the Six- 
ties. Whereas in tile Fifties, model- 
ling was the preserve of aristocratic 
women making a respectable living 
as a prelude to finding wealthy hus- 
bands, by the next decade, cheeky 
chappie photographers such as 
David Bailey and Terence Donovan 
. introduced, sex to .the equation - 
often; it seems, at first hand. Their 
aesthetic was less wholesome: they 


preferred the look of underdevel- 
oped, even prepubescent women. 

The model fared no better in the 
Seventies. The fresh-faced, girl- 
next-door looks of the Shrimp and 
her ilk were replaced by the more 
decadent likes of Jerry Hall - dis- 
covered when an agent placed his 
card in her bikini bottoms at Cannes 
- and Marie Helvin. This was the 
decade of the shark agent, when 
drugs took hold of the industry - in 
particular, cocaine 

It was not until the Eighties that 
the supermodel was born -and the 
media's lQWft -hafft nplaHmtship with 
her began. Designers recognised 
their potential the media couldn’t 
get enough of them and, as still very 
young girls, they unsurprisingly 
lapped up the attention. The su- 
permodels turned the image of 
model as (fashion) victim on its 
head, remanding inflated sums of 
money and terrorising designers, 
agents, photographers, hairdressers 
and make-up -artists alike. They 
said things hte “I dorft get out ofbed 
. for less than $10,000 a day” (Linda: 
-Evangelista, 1990). Her friend 
Christy Thriington claims to tins day 


that this throwa w ay comment was 
intended to be ironic. 

None the less, only a few seasons 
later; a backlash ensued and the very 
people who made these women 
stare in the first place (Versace is a 
notable exception) couldn’t wait to 
slap them down. Thqy were simply 
too young, too beautiful and too rich 
to be tolerated. They had risen to 
fame in the Eighties, the most ego- 
driven, power-thrusting era of them 
all. By the mid- “caring sharing” 
Nineties, the less in-your-face su- 
perwaif Kate Moss was hot proper- 
ty. She was less obviously 
manufactured, skinny, stringy- 
haired and looked prepubescent 
(again). The supermodels still 
loomed large, however even if the 
media’s excuse was negative pub- 
licity. Naomi Campbell, in particular; 
continues to do so. 

By the time President Clinton 
called attention to the heroin chic 
controversy a few years later fash- 
ion had moved on again. Fbr the past 
few seasons, more anonymous mod- 
- of the day Karen 

^Elsen, Erin O'Connor ■and Devon 
Ante -the latter (pictured left) is the 


new face of Donatella’s Versus 
line - are neither as expensive as 
Naomi Campbell nor as difficult 
They represent a less predictable 
sort of beauty than their super- 
model predecessors. 

Fresher on the scene, however 
the more obviously lovely Gisele 
and Carmen Hass do more resem- 
ble the Campbells and Crawfords £<. 
of this world. None is likely to be- ' 
come a household name, however - 
the Zeitgeist wouldn’t accommodate 
it - which is why magazines, both 
here and abroad are retracing the 
celebrity route. 

That leaves Naomi - and only 
Naomi - as the last supermodel to 
regularly appear at the shows in 
person. Her contemporaries prefer 
to leave the collections to young 
blood, taking the world by storm 
with the odd, exclusive, photo- 
graphic appearance. 

Campbell said this week that, 
these days, she sometimes feels fike 
“Grandma” on the catwalk, a 
poignant observation for a woman 
who’s still only 28. Despite that we 
shnpty can’t get enough of her - 
watts and alL 
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Public Notices 



OFFICE ryrtr 
MILKCmtArUft 

THE RAILWAYS ACT 1993 
.Applies Lion for Licence Exemption by AHC 
(Warehousing) Limited (“the Applicant**) 
Company Registration Number: 1670942 
Principal address of the Applicant: 
Nlathieson Road 
West Bank Dock Estate 
Wtdnes 

Cheshire. WAS ONX 
Directors of the Applicant: 

James Harold Quinn 
Edith Quinn 

William Frederick Culeman 
Kathleen Coleman 
Shirley Janette Pettit 
.Angela Collette Trevetl 
.Andrew James Quinn 
Patrick Alan Davenport 
Tlic Kail Regulator hereby ebes notice in accordance 
with M.'ciion 7 (4) ol the Railways Act (“the Act") IW 
ihji he proposes i«i grunt the Applicant an exemption 
from the requirement to he authorised by Licence to 
I'jx-rate the network comprised within the Widncs 
International Rail Freight Terminal, on the grounds 
that he docs not consider it appropriate (or the 
prinfc.il i rts ol' the Act to be applied to such a railway 
.ivset. Any person who wishes to make any 
representation or objection with respect to the 
proposed exemption should send such representation 
or obtcciion to: 

.4xuu lYuirra 
Pj <sai$,r Ni-n t'fti Group. 
tWtV t if the Rtiil ReguLthv: l II "ntcrhouse S,]uan\ 
I.V-142 Httllvm. London EC IS 2TQ 

>s*t 'tih'T ihitn /vw. 

A phut shinning the extent of the railway to which the 
proposed network licence exemption applied is 
available few inspection at the above address 
between 10.00 and lti.U0 hours on any working day. 

Doled 12 Stunk /W>. Cluis Poll 


Legal Notices 


Legal Notices 


My mate Jimmy 


NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPtY TO THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE FOR ENVIRONMENT TRANSPORT 
AND THE REGIONS FOR CONFIRMATION OF BYELAWS 
RELATING TO THE WEST ANGLIA GREAT NORTHERN 
RAILWAY LIMITED RAILWAY 
Notice is heat? pen wasranl w xaj«i 67 of the Transport Aa 1942 and 
seaun 129 of tie Rrafean Acs 1W lieu Wfcfl Acfjo Grew Northern 
Rjuhay Limited knv auik twefcms retains io the Wat AngCa Great 
Sanborn Rsten* Limited raihra and intend in apply to the Secretary of 
Sure for Envnonment, Transport and the Repots for his cooJknuiKia 


tram the dau ol u» nates: appearing, benreen the houn of i.OO and 
16.cn Monday m Friday at the Wist Angha Great Northern Raiteay 
Untiled reentered office. Hertford Home. I Cranwuod Street London 
EC I V 9CX and al the offices uf the Customer Services Manager. Sutton 
Buildings, Station Road. Cimbndce CBI 2JW. the Sudan Supervisor, 
Vscs Angfia (tout Northern Rattens, kings Crew Station nod the 
Sutton Supervisor. West AngGa Great Northern Railway. Liverpool 
Street SlsuoQ and a copy lhcn.nl can he obtained on payment of a charge 
ci blip either ty attending or hy anting io any of those 'places. 

During the day peri si any person affected ter the ntr» hjefavi may 
mate repreMiirauun to the Secretory of State for Envn u tnacm. Transport 
and the Kcryons te wrrting to him al the Department of EtiWunmcM, 
Trotbiwl and the Kemom. Zone SI? IBic-tteH Great Minsier Home. 
Tfc Mordtom Su London SWT P -ARP. 

Dated Friday 12th March 

C mipaji} Secreton lor and ><n te-tult nl Vial Aojdia Great Northcrt 
Railway Limned. Hcnf.Td Hotnc. 1 Cramwiod Slim. 

Li mdi m BCIVOGT 


The haatoitcv Act 19SS 
BAKWOOO CONSTRUCTION 
U.WTED 

Nona 15 MERffll GVSN prtusr 
lo Spopoi 93 d toe bwfomey Ad 
1936 Cut a module: a creditor d fa 
above owrpaiy WiB be beW at the 
While Httfle Hrtri Upon Soad. 
ivaocd. Hmt VVDT ra OP Mcnday 
22nd .vtucti 1999 al IdOS am fct [he 
perow cf dcah^ Mh Socnwis 99 B 
lpt J dv lirdvtncv Aa 198t-. 
SrCW'id auScSS bxiii twy aural- 
d>!f Ihar seevdv) mut jve tnnaian 
of dvir vamnr and a value A frey 
mdi to wee at 9ie 

A udl hi <i ihe names and 'addresses a 

tv mnpOT/i CTvliUtv k»- mcan- 

ned l>0“ oi jj die ottos ol 
Baks My. hw*' ford Holse. Smm 
Raid, Wafted. Hens bawwn 1000 
sn and 500 pm tei die ew fauaes 
days picc to me ta- a tm nraav. 
Foitns of orre> il eeendvd to be used, 
mug be aily c omple ted and hady d a 
the i^Dleivd oflice of die GCrnpony. 
net bw tun II® noon an the tn 

tuartssirivbrtw'flieneeeri 

Dared dm otfi day rfMadi 159? 

6» Ode* d the Board 
?I NdrtH, DiWTor 



NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY TO 
THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
ENVIRONMENT; TRANSPORT AND THE 
REGIONS FOR CONFIRMATION OF 
BYELAWS RELATING TO THE CARDIFF 
RAILWAY COMPANY LIMITED RAILWAY 

Notice in hereby pven pursuant to section 67 of the Thtmpon Aid 1962 
and section 129 of the Railways Act 1993 tbnl Cardiff Railway Company 
L imited hare made byelaws nutating to Lite Cardiff RoDny Company 
Untried railway and attend to apply la die Secretary of Stale for 
Environment. Transport and the Regwns tor hit confinnotion. 

A copy at the byelaw* in respect of which oppticaliaa for confirmation 
ta to be nude can be inspected tree of charge for a period of 28 days 
starting; firm the date of this notice appearing, between the boun of 
9 DO and IbDQ Monthly to Friday at the Cardiff Railway Company 
Limited registered office. Brunei House. 2 Fitsdan Road. Cardiff CF2 
ISA and Use ticket office at Cardiff Queen Street Station and a ropy 
thereof cut ter obtained on payment or a charge of SOp either 1 by 
attending or by writing to either of those places. 

Daring the 28 day period any person affected by the new byelaws may 
make representation to the Secretary of Sure for Environment. 
IhutipoTt and the Regina hy writing to him at the Department of 
Environment, Thuupori and the Regions. Zone 3/33 (Byc-bwj>, Grew 
Minster House. 7b Marebnm Sl London SW1P4RP 
Dated Friday 12th March 1999 
Company Secretary for and on behalf of Cardiff 


iiwaaaai aaa i laahaaii assai i 


L^aJ Notices 


NOHCE OF INTENTION TO APPLY TO THE SECRETARY OF 

state for environment, transport and the regions 

FOR CONFIRMATION OF BYXLAW5 RELATING TO THE US 
RAIL LLMITED R.ULWAV 

N'inice U hciete 1 pvai ptusaani to sdCtKio h7 of tk 1 Tnunport Art PW 
and wood 12^ pf the Ratlwavs Art 199? that LT5 Rail Limited toe 
ir-.L tecLnn, relating to the LTS Rad Limned raflwat' and intend to 
apph Ip fhe Scactai) nl Stale for EmvonfflrttL Transport and the 
Rcf/niK inr hi> avnTiraMUnn. 

A of the byelaws in reject nf which application liar confirmation 
n to he made can he injected ficc of clunje for a period nf 2S da}' 1 
starting from the dale ol this notice appealing, baaed) the hours of 
9i«i and lnJX> Monday ip Fndaj al toe LTS 'Rail Limited reastcred 
office. C cnira! Huus*:, Lliflown Rnad. Scmihcnd-cn-Sca. Face Sb] IAB 
ami frwn the tevkinc offices jj Soathcnd Central Stauoo. Bjsfldon 
Stautm, Grays Statinn’and Fcnchurcb Street Station and a copy thereof 
can be uhuioed on payment of a chape of SOp either hy offending or by 
Ttfitiirg to any of those places. 

Dunn? the 2S dta period any person affected hy the nett byelaws may 
make represematioo to the Secretory of State tor EnvuoRmeDt, 
Transport and the Repetft bf nritmg to him at the Department oi 
Eminnuneni, Transport and the Repott. Zone 133 (Bye-UKs), Great 
Minster Hinnc. 7t> Marrivun SoceL London SW1P JRP. 

Dmcd Friday Dh March. I 0 *). 

LVmninv Seaeta.? lor and on behalf of LTS Rad Limited. Central 
House. Chfiown Road. Scoitheari-cm-Sea, Essex 5S1 LAB, 



Mob*; far Jotfoi teUfaf die jpptcM 
V towy Street. Jlr Lwr Mntax 
MucbsJnmMailS 


Contract Hire 


NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY TO THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENVIRONMENT; 
TRANSPORT AND THE REGIONS FOR 
CONFIRMATION OF BYELAWS RELATING 
TO THE WALES & WEST PASSENGER TRAINS 
LIMITED RAILWAY 

Nutkc a hereby green pursuant io •ectkm 67 of the Transport Act 
|9t>2 and section l?1 of ibe Railways Art 1993 that Wile* & VUeM. 
Pamcngcr Items Urnued have mode tyi-tnn relating to the Wiles £ 
Ws Passenger Trains Limited railway and Intend lo apply to the 
Secretary of State lor Environment, Transport and the Regions for his 
cMEmaun. 

A ropy of the byelaws in respect of which application for confirmation 
is to he made can he inspected free of charee for a period of 28 days 
starting from the date of this notice appearing, between the boun or 
9.rt] and lb.ll) Monclay to Friday at the Wales & west Etemetigcr 
Trains Unified registered office. Brand Haase. 2 Fitzalaa Road, 
C a rd i ff CF2 JSU and al the duueerter, Penzance and Thno Railway 
stations and a copy thereof can be obtained on payment of a charg e 
of SOp diber hy attending or hy writing to any of those places. 

Daring the 29 day period any person nffeded by the new byelaws may 
nuke representation to the Secretary nf Slate for EnviiumneoL 
Tnuuport and the Regions hy writing to him at the Department of 
EnvtmamcnL Transport and the RcgksH, Zone JV13 tByr-laws), 
Great Mmsicr House, 76 Manhunt St, Lootloa SW1P 4(U*. 

Dated Friday I2ih Match l»» 

Company Secretary for and on hchalf of Wiles & Wat Namcn 
Trains Umitcd. Brunei House, 2 Fitzalan Road, Cardiff CF2 15U. 


GVC 

CONTRACT HIRE S LEASING 


In me Hauer of 
SELSDON LTD 


fa Jcnwniw Mh But 1.IM, L Dnid A 
EuWi of Mom Sirptem Booth white. 
P0 «y Emd, CaHtad, 

Sann GUI 3<u rive notice tiui an 2fc 
Mniay 19991 m omointed tiqadaar 
of Mdm lid by nsStatni d mnhm 




PiiRiani to Sertioa 9S(Ji ui the 
Art Inb iff the names and 
addresses of the Cunponv's 
cretliiorv will he avjilahk (or 
uapcrtioti Hue nf ffcirue al the 
Dims of Messrs GtBoif Becfcnun 
& Pan nure, Chambers. S Tib 

Lane. Monehcaicr M2 -MB on ibe 
tuni tentness days calling not 
before the Jay ol the meeting. 

BY OKDER OF THE BOARD 
P WUKjiik iQtairiaiii) 

Dated dip 1'MnJff Of FchnUte 1999 


THE CiSOOEWY BOIES 1986 
HAVEN PROPERTY 
SUPPORT LIMITED 
HUQtmoiaf 

NQfCifi HEStav OWN tuuoi In fade 
4.10(| «• the Imohenty Rules I9M that 
Hephee FtjnUn rf P*» fludn fen*Sa 1 
Co. 6 Bfaamtuv Lmdoo WCIA 
21 Pwb appamed uysctiw ofiheateM 
nuneil Campon on 5 Msrdt 199S hj 
MenfaMand Ciriws 
ffilrdS March 1999 
STDUfN nUNKUNIfa-jlnar 



To advertise in this section please call 
Siobhan McCaul now on 0171 293 2347. 


I COULD never stop being 
astonished at meeting 
famous people. Last year I 
interviewed Jimmy H3H and 
it was a baffle not to shout 
‘‘Christ almighty you’re 
Jimmy blootty Hill off the 
telly, who everyone takes 
the piss out ol Someone 
take a picture <mt tqy mates 
will never believe me". 

But nothing compares to 
being on Radio 4's Any 
Questions, live from 
Sandwich. As I sat among 
the commuters on the train 
through Shut I vacillated 
between two thoughts: 
“Wahey, I'm on Any 
Questions!", and “Aaaagh. I 
can’t argue with cabinet 
ministers on the radio - 1 
got kicked out of a 
Comprehensive school and 
still eat chips in the road” 

At the station, I was met 
by Gerald Kaufman and 
Jonathan Dimbleby, and 
transported a hundred 
yards by leather- 
upholstered Jag to a hoteL 
There, as we entered, were 
tables laden with 
immaculately prepared fish, 
salads, meats, trifles, and 
cheeses, which were dearly 
for show. I nibbled a 
salmon, and listened to 
Gerald Kaufman tell a story 
about going to Nicaragua 
with Harold. Not “my mate 
Harold” or “this bloke 
called Harold”, but 
“Harold”, as in Harold 
Wilson. Again the instincts 
had to be quelled. For 
normally, hearing someone 
say this, Td say “Oh right 
You went to Nicaragua with 
Harold Wilson, did you? 

WeU, I vent to Guatemala 
with Benjamin Disraeli”. 

This was worrying. Here 
was a leading government 
politician, and he was 
genuinely fascinating and 
honestly charming. What if 
during the programme he 
said something outrageous? 
I'd go to deliver a firming 
tirade, and then think, “But 
he's ever so pleasant. And 
he passed the p&t£ without 
me asking”. 

This is a process^ which 
dampens all journalists and 


Mark Steel 



On 

location 


politicians. Formally they 
might stay as radical as 
when their career began, 
but over time their 
speeches lose their edge 
and evolve into playful 
banter. Kenneth Clarke is 
probabty charming. And 
Peter Mandelson, and Ann 
Widdecombe. I bet there 
were journalists in 
Cambodia who said “But 
when you get to know him, 
Pol does teQ amusing 
anecdotes”. 

As it transpired, it was 
the novelist Frederick 
Forsyth who was the potty 
one on the programme. 
Responding to the 
Macpherson Report, he 
launched into tub-thumping 
praise of police activities. 
This won initial support 
from the audience, most of 
whom were members of an 
organisation called 
something like The Order of 
the Sandwich and District 
Society of Aldermen, 
Anglican Parishioners, 
Yeomanry, Scones, and 
Home-Made Marmalade. 

The men wore Kent 
County Cricket Club ties, 
and the women had silk 
scarves and pearls. This is 
the land of Da% I&egraph 
readers and gravelly drives. 
YetFbrsyth's outs tanding 
achievement was to be so 
rude that he turned this 
audience into supporters of 
the ranting Ttot - he began 
one outburst against me 
with “Tve FORGOTTEN 
more about history than you 
ever knew -boy”. 


1 “I must say, young man”, 
said a chap in a blazer at 
the reception afterwards, “I 
don’t know how you 
restrained yourself from 
clocking him one". 

‘You Ye making me feel I 
was soft on him," I replied 
He then leaned into my ear 
and said in a marvellously 
clipped RAF accent, “I 
rather think you were". 

Then someone dapped 
their hands and said they'd 
like to thank everyone 
wfao’d worked so jolly hard 
to make the evening such a 
success, and “Last but fry 
no means least, may I thank 
Mrs Whittaker; who’s 
surpassed herself again 
with her sausage rolls". 

Their enthusiasm made 
it impossible not to feel 
affection for the burghers of 
Sandwich. It would be easy 
to write off these people as 
irredeemable Thatcherites. 
But most of them are still 
subject to the fallout of 
government and economic 
turbulence. Their local 
transport has been 
di sm a n tled, their hospital is 
under threat, and a local 
headmaster lamented the 
damage done to education 
in the area by selective 
schooling. 

Equally; it would be 
fascinating to get to know - 
leading politicians 
personalty to enjoy their 
company, and chortle at 
their whimsical tales of 
sharing a hotel room with 
Harold Macmillan. But how 
easy it must be to slip, 
without realising it, 
comfortably into their 
world, so that the next timo 
someone screamed about 
tuition fees or attacks 
on single parents, you 
thought “Oh, but Jack and 
David and Robin are lovely 
people realty” 

I know. Because 1 
recently overheard 
someone slagging 0 g 
Jimmy Hill And I only just 
Stopped myself from saying 
“Oi mate, don’t be like that 
’Cos once you get to know 
him he's a realty nice 
bloke”. And he is. Honestly. 
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SCIENCE 


Scientists have long struggled to date the Universe. Now they’ve readied a final condusion. By John Gribbin 


v> 


Older than the stars 


S ince last year; there has 
been o v er wh elming 
cosmological evidence 
that the Universe is a 
couple of billion years 
older than the ages of 
stars, when calculated from astro- 
nomical evidence. 


that the Universe is younger than 



providing scope for stories poking 
f§pat the supposed stupidity for 
^competence) of astronomers. In 
the last couple of years this crisis in 
cosmology has been resolved Yet 
a ltho u gh the crisis itself was big 
news, the resolution of the crisis has 
pass ed almost rmnnKn^d 
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the Universe by mjgnairfag how 
fast the galaxies - systems like our 
Milky Why, each containing hun- 
dreds of billions of stars - are 
receding from each othec The faster 
the galaxies are moving apart, the 
less time it must have them 
to get to their present state since the 
Big Bang. The snag is that you have 
to relate the speeds (which are 
quite easy to measure, using the red 

dfiftm the fight from gpWp»c> fa 

distances between the galaxies 
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Hubble's data had 
been mis-calibrated 
was a landmark 
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measure). This relationship is 



measured in terms of a number 



called Hubble's Constant, {U H}, 
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named after Edwin Hubble, who 
discovered the expansion 70 years 
ago. A bigger value of {\iH} implies 
a smaller age lor the Universe. ' 

Hubble's own estimates of (VI H} 
were so big that they impEed that - 
the Universe was horn less than 2 
billion years ago. This was embar- 
rassing. since even in die Thirties 
geologists knew that the Earth itself 
^as roughly twice that old So it was 
a major landmark in cosmology 
when \ftdter Baade found that Hub- 
ble's data had been miscalihrated 
all the galaxies were twice as for 
apart as Hubble had thought This 
meant that they must have taken 
twice as long to get to where they are 
today. As the headlines of 1962 put 
it, toe age of the Universe was dra- 
bled overnight, happily making it a 
little more than the age of the Earth. 

At the time, there was no conflict 
with the estimated ages of stars, 
since a s trop hy s i cists had only the 
vaguest idea bow old the stars were. 
But over the next few decades, as 
successive improvements in tele- 
scopes and observing t echniq ue s 
pushed the measured distances to 
die galaxies out even furtho; and the 
.^ge of the Universe up towards 10 
pillion years, the stars were also be- 
coming better understood, and est- 


The Hubble Space Telescope improved cosmological observations - here, its camera captures interstellar gas pOlars Reuters 


imates of their ages Cat least of the 
oldest stars in the M3ky Way) were 
looking uncomfortably large. 

By the start of the Nineties, when 
the Hubble Space Telescope (HST) 
began to play a part In improving 
cosncdogfoa] observations, estim- 
ates of flie age of the Universe hov- 
ered around 10-12 billion years, but 
estimates of the ages of the oldest 
stars were about 16 billion years. 
This was the cause of Ihe headlines, 
some simply poking fun at astro- 
nomers. others suggesting that the 
whole Big Bang theory of the origin 
of the Universe might be wrong. 

Now that gap has been dosed 
from either side. The really import- 
ant feature of the cosmological work 
is that several completely different 
ways of measuring the e x pan s ion 


rate of the Universe all point to the 
same answer Hobble's original tech- 
nique was based on measuring dis- 
tances to nearby galaxies, by 
studying stars known as cepheids in 
those galaxies. Their brightnesses 
are compared with cepheids in our 
own Milky 'Way and the comparative 
brightnesses give you the distances 
to die galaxies. Then, you have to 
compare properties (such as size 


with the properties of more distant 

galaxies to estimate how for apart 
they are. This tracSticmal approach 
has been extended by the HST 
which can measure more cepheid 
distances to more galaxies than 
any previous instrument 

At the same time, distances were 
being measured by comparing the 


bri^xtnessesofsupernovaeincfifiEer- 
ent galaxies. A supernova marks the 
explosive death of a stag when it 
briefly shmes as brightly as a whole 
galaxy of ordinary stars. So super- 
novae can be sera a long way away. 
All bands of supemovae have the 
same brightness, so their instances 
can be found simply by measuring 
how foint they look in our telescopes. 
But this technique stiD depends on 
calibrating the brightnesses of 
nearby supernovae using cepheids. 

TWo other techniques do away 
with cepheids altogether One in- 
volves gravitational tensing — the wqy 
the gravity of whole dusters of 
galaxies bends fi ght from a galaxy 
for away across the Universe to form 
a distorted image in our telescopes. 
The geometry, of the lensfog can. 


under some circumstances, give 
the distance' to the galaxy being 
leased. And there is another 
tedbnique that measures the Hubble 
constant from die eflfert that hot gas 
in dusters of galaxies has on the 
microwave background radiation, 
the echo of the Big Bang passing 
through it 

Crucially all four techniques give 
a similar value for the constant and 
this implies that the minimum age 
of the Universe (the time since the 
Kg Bang) is 13 billion years. It was 
the Bellman, in The Hunting of the 
Snarfc, who said: “What I tell you 
three times is true.” The Universe 
has told us four times that it is at 
least 13 hillion years old. It is true. 

If astrophysicists were stiDteDmg 
us that the oldest stars are 16 billion 


years old, this would still be em- 
barrassing. But at the same time 

that the new results were coming in, 
data from the Hipparcos satellite 

win rfiBnging ftnf imrif ryta nHjng fff 

old stars. Hipparcos measured dist- 
ances to stars with unprecedented 
precision. Clear of the blurring ef- 
fects of the Earth's atmosphere, it 
located stars in the sky to an accur- 
acy of one-thousandth of a second of 
arc, equivalent to being able to mea- 
sure the size of a golf ball at a dis- 
tance of 3J»0 miles. A key result of 
this work was that it shilled the mea- 
sured distances of the oldest stars 
out slightly, if the stars are further 
away from us. they must be shining 
more brightly than astrophysicists 
used to think, in order to took as 
bright as they do in the sky. And if 
they are shining more brightly, they 
must have used up their nudear foci 
(converting hydrogen into helium, 
like the process which powersa hyd- 
rogen bomb) more quickly. So they 
must be younger than had been 
thought- The best estimates of the 
ages of the oldest stars - the oldest 
known objects in the Universe - now 
range from 10 to 12 billion years, 
comfortably less than the “new" age 
of the Universe. 

There is even icing on the cake. 


The Universe has told 
us four times that 
it is at least 
13 billion years old 


Recently, supernova studies have 
suggested that the rate at which the 
Universe is expanding is increasing 
Given the way the tide of opinion now 
flows, this has been presented as an- 
other crisis for cosmology It is noth- 
ing of the kind The effect can be 
explained in terms of a paramAtAr 

called die cosmological constant, 
which Albert Einstein himself intro- 
duced into the discussion more than 
80 years ago. And if the Universe is 
exj^nding a little faster than it used 
to, it was expanding more slowly 
before, and took even longer to get 
to its present state. We have to 
increase the age of the Universe by 
another 10 per cent or so, to a min- 
imum of 14 billion years. The astro- 
physicists agree that the 2 billion 
years that allow for the oldest stars 
around today to have formed after 
the Big Bang, are ample. If anything 
in science is a Deep Tkuth, this 
match between astrophysics and 
cosmology is a prime candidate. It 
should be shouted from the rooftops. 

Dr John Gribbinisavisiting Fallow 
in astronomy at the University cf 
Sussex and author of The Birth of 
Time' (Weidenfdd & Nicdlson). His 
lecture on Hcno We Measured the 
Age of the Universe is to be given 
the Royal Institution, 21 Albemarle 
Street, London Wl. on Wednesday 
17 March at 7.30pm 
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Q: I saw a rainbow very 
high in the sky near 
cirrus clouds, with no 
curve. It was on a damp . 
evening. What was this? . 
What you saw was mo 
rainbow -although it was ' 
very similar Rainbows are 
caused by sunlight being 
reflected and split inside - 
raindrops. This other effect 
is called parhelia, or 
sundogs. Instead of water 

ice crystals (hexagonal in 

shape) refract light and 
^refocus some of it towards . . 
'you, giving a ring of light 
around the Sun. 

It is rare to see the 
whole ring, but arc- 
sections are common. At 
the four compass points of 
this ring you often see 
brighter patches of 
‘frafobow-fike" light, 


in John Doiy; smell, in 
chemicals released by an 
injured minnow. 

We do not know 
whether or how, they can . 
recognise individuals of 
their own species. The 
recognition-response to . 
these signals is usually 
genetic, ie they do not 
need to learn it from 
parents. They don't have to 
see themselves, only 
respond to a particular 
smell or colour that 
indicates another member 



r* ♦***• 

•ris- 

% zssers •' 
arv.'i ' 

vr **■ r ' 

IrW'! ' 

* - sr “ ’ 

iaytrf- 

f -• 


Q: How does a fish know 
what speties ifis? It 
can’t took in a mirror to 
see what it looks tike and 
then find others that look 
similar. 1 guess this 
applies to all animals - 
how can a baby elephant 
recognise an adult 
elephant, without seeing 
itself in a mirror? 

A deceptively simple 
question. Fish recognise 
their own species b& eg: 
houmous organs, in . 
lantern fish; colour spots. 


Goldfish - or shark? 

of the species. It seems 
that fish, and presumably 
other flnfrnflig, know what 
patterns and colours to 
look for by some genetic 
coding - it’s just natural! 
However it’s dear that 
some animals don’t 
recognise, or feel 
comfortable with, others at 
them own species if they’re 
older and bigger. I foster 
an elephant that was 
recentiy introduced to a 
. new family in Kenya. It had 
no memory of adult 
elephants, as its mother 


was killed when it was 
young. It took a couple of 
hours to foe! comfortable 
with the adult elephants. 

Q: Bow did Pascal 
measure atmospheric 
pressure with a 40-ft 
glass tube fall of wine? 

Barometers can be made 

using any liquid. Imagine a 
long tube almost filled with 
water Turn the tube 
upside down and put the 
open end in a bucket of 
water The weight of the 
atmosphere on the water 
in the bucket pushes 
against the water in the 
tube and stops it coming 
out The lower the 
atmospheric pressure, the 
more water will flow out of 
the tube, causing the level 

of water in it to drop. 

Conversely, high pressure 
will force the level up. 
Barometers are usually 
made of mercury because 
it is so dense— 76cm of 
mercury in a thin tube can 
typically be supported by 
an average atmospheric 
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Update 


A CLOT BUSTING drug to 
treat heart patients Is to be 
developed from snake 
venom in an £84,onn study 
funded by the British Heart 
Foundation. A molecule in 
venom called dendroaspin 
<or mambim is known to 
stop blood from dotting - 
which can prevent strokes 
- but causes side-effects. 
The study points the way to 
drugs based on the anti- 
dotting part of 
dendroaspin, which dues 
not produce associated 
problems. 

Dr Evp Hyde, a scientist 
at the University of 
Birmingham, where the 
research is to be carried 
out, said: “We have already 
found out the overall 
structure or dendroaspin. 
but now we hope to focus in 
on a part of the molecule 
that makes it so effective at 
stopping dots. If we can 
find this part and copy it. it 
could be the basis for a 
highly effective new drug" 


SCIENTISTS AT the 
American National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration i Nasal are 
expected next week to 
announce new evidence for 
the presence of life on 
Martian meteorites. 
Researchers led by David 
McKay, from Nasa’s 
Johnson Space Center in 
Houston, will inform the 
Lunar and Planetary 
Conference that they have 
found tiny structures on the 
Nakhla meteorite that 
could be fossilised micro- 
organisms. The same group 
said in 1996 that they had 
found signs of life on 
another meteorite, known 
as ALH84001, but this was 
subsequently disputed by 
other scientists. Critics 
argue that the meteorites 
have suffered too much 
terrestrial contamination to 
be of use in the search for 
Martian life forms. 


[ VIAGRA THE wonder drug 
for male impotence, does 
not have the same effect on 
women, reports New 
Scientist A study of S3 
post-menopausal women in 
the US found that only a 
quarter of them claimed 
their sex lives had 
improved as a result of 
taking the drug - results 
which were no better than 
a placebo. Steven Kaplan, 
of the Columbia University 
College of Physicians and 
Surgeons in New York, said 
that only one in five of the 
women wanted to continue 
taking Viagra after the trial. 
“ClitoraJ blood-flow 
improvement, manifested... 
by increased sensitivity, 
may not have translated 
into improved sexual 
function." Dr Kaplan said. 

Steve Connor 
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need our love and practical support, not 
just today but every day. Sadly, money 
cannot buy healthy kidneys but it can 
make life worth having. 
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Chat Lines 


that the same atmospheric 
pressure, which most 
people were unaware of 
until then, could support 

40ft of wine in a tube. 

Visit the Technoquest 
website athttpJlwimo. 
scienceneLorg.uk 



Unusual Gifts 

A NEWSPAPER tar that spocW 
1642-1039, moat IBM anfr 
aUa. Ideal bHtKfcqrgtti Roman- 
bar WIWL TiS 01B1-7BS 6903. Or 
CAU. FREE 0600 G900OX 




y=;r fPrC'A! 


SPREAD RENIN. UK K NON HABIT 


0894^ 

886636 ; 



»;,V' ».VH; , ;V T T:]|'V:r 


cuccauPEOunoLEC sue, 

M CLASS A POraCM BOOSTER 


Tel: 01233 350950 
Fax: 01233 850366 


Also trading as 

ELLS & FARRIER 

Specialists in 

• BEADS 

. • SEQUINS 

• DIAMANTE AND 
LUREX BRAIDS 

• IMITATION PEARLS 

• JEWELLERY FINDINGS ^ G 

• IMITATION STWE^^g^^pP 

MAIL ORDER & ENQUIRIES 
(WHOLESALE AND RETAILERS) 
Denmark Works, Beamond End, 
Amersham, Bucks HP7 ORX 
Tel: (01494) 715606 Fax: (01494) 718510 
Personal callers: 

20 Beak Street, London W1R 3 HA 


Tb advertise in this section please call on 0171 293 2347. 






10/ARTS 


THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

The Independent lZMaffh 1999 



My year with Stanley 


Sara Maitland had never seen a film script when Stanley Kubrick 
asked her to write for him. Though their difficult collaboration 
ended in failure and frustration she would gladly do it again 


O ne morning in 1905 the 
telephone rang. I an- 
swered and a gruff voice 
said. “This is Stanley 
Kubrick. Waukiyou like to 
write a film script for 
me?" Assumingthis was 
a joking friend. I replied, “And this is Mar- 
ilyn Monroe and I've been dead 30 years.” 
He la ugh edit really was Stanley Kubrick. 

This slightly surreal episode was the be- 
ginning of one of the most exciting, frus- 
trating, confusing and educational periods 
of ray professional life. For a brief time I 
was Stanley Kubrick’s scriptwriter 
Why you? I am asked with unflattering 
amazement Without undue arrogance, I 
was rather a sound choice. He wanted me 
to work on the long-promised “Kubrick’s 
A1 film." although he always called it 
“Pinocchio". He was fascinated by Artifi- 
cial Intelligence. He wanted to effect a cul- 
tural change. If robots are made by us and 
act like us, why are they not our children? 
He complained about Blade Runner, that 
if it was that difficult to determine who was 
a replicant -why did it matter? Why do they 
have to be hunted down? He believed com- 
puters will become truly intelligent, in- 
cluding emotionally, and are potentially a 
more environmentally adaptable form of 

human being: they are our future. The film 
was intended to make us love them. 

By the time I came to the project it had 
become enormous, unwieldy, unfocused. 
Kubrick needed some through-line of fairy 
tale, of story beneath plot He was creat- 
ing a new myth and needed someone who 
was at home with myth and how it works. 
At the same time the technology and the 
scale - which spanned at least three mil- 
lennia - were overwhelming the story. It 
needed a writer who dealt with the little, 
the nuances of interrelationship, of the 
minute movements of human hearts and 
especially, since maternity was an impor- 
tant theme, of women’s hearts. Kubrick had 
encountered ray short stories and recog- 
nised that that is what I do. I write about 
the underbelly of human emotions in the 
framework of myth and fairy story 
He did not want an experienced 
scriptwriter He wanted a storyteller. When 
I told him 1 had never seen a film script, 
he was delighted. He wanted a running 
text, not a script: filming it was his job. He 
boasted that there was no sentence in the 
English language which he could not 
make into film. We played a game in 
which I had to come up with unfilmable sen- 
tences. "She perfectly repressed her 
anger" was one that gave him pause. 

He wanted sentences to film. Sadly I 
could not deliver for him. He wanted to 
make this film, really wanted to; I wanted 
to write iL So why didn't it work? I am not 
sure now that it was makeable: he had 
played with it too long so that it had to be 
perfect and at that scale nothing is going 
to be perfect Perhaps he could turn any- 
thing into film, but this presupposed an in- 
finity of time and resources... and even 
then it may not be possible to invent a myth 
in that individualistic way. 

It didn't work between him and me be- 
cause I was not the right sort of writer. I 
have to write out ideas to be confident of 
them; he had to be persuaded by ideas very 
quickly, before he wanted time spent on 
them. I need space and silence and time: 


he wanted engagement and immediacy 
(and obedience). I had the wrong size of 
ego; too large to hand my creative k trills 
over to him passively, too small to believe 
I could sometimes know better than him. 

But it also did not wort because he was 
impossible to work for. This is part of the 
Kubrick myth. It was also true. He had 
more energy than anyone I have ever met 
He dedicated himself to the project and he 
expected everyone around him to do so too. 
While his energy was directed at our work 
he would ring up repeatedly at ridiculous 
hours, wanting total attention, now. He was 
ctanptete^uivtAvedanddidTX»tuiKlrastand 
that anyone might work in a different way 
Once, when we were stuck, I managed to 
say that I and the story needed some space. 
How long? be asked. A month, 1 suggest- 
ed He looked at me and said, “I couldn’t” 
Then he laughed and, in an unusual mo- 
ment told me everyone who had ever writ- 
ten for him had asked for the same thing, 
but he had come to realise he just could 
not leave his project with someone else for 
that long We finally negotiated 10 days. We 
parted and I drove home, barely an hour 
away. By the time I got there there were 
three messages from him on my answer 
machine: ail of them demanding an im- 
mediate response. There was no apology, 
no mention of our recent agreement 

He was famously arrogant I asked him 


He boasted there was no 
sentence in the English 
language which he could 
not make into film 


once how he imagined “active” robots 
would look in a few thousand years. “How- 
ever I make them lookin this film.” he said 
I felt envious, not aggrieved by this. I ad- 
mired his sense of his own power Because 
he was arrogant be got the films made. 

He was also supposed to be paranoid 
and sometimes I did wonder Small, com- 
pact bearded, often wearing a boiler suit 
he did not look like someone who abhorred 
physical contact but at our first meeting 
he conspicuously avoided even the cus- 
tomary handshake; I never saw him touch 
another person. He loathed journalists, es- 
pecially British journalists. In a conver- 
sation I mentioned a friend of mine was a 
journalist “Do you know many journal- 
ists?” he demanded “Yes." “If Td known 
that" he said calmly “I’d have had a non- 
contact clause in your contract" 

He was profoundly secretive. There 
was a silencing clause in my contract - 1 
could not talk about the film. I now suspect 
that lots of other writers worked an this pro- 
ject but he would never say who or what 
or why they had stopped or even if they 
had stopped I would Ktae to meet other peo- 
ple who tried to write this story with him; 
and discuss what film we all thought we 
were working towards. The idea of our get- 
ting together would have appalled Wm. 
Once I left a message about the script with 
his PA and got a tremendous ticking off: 
about work I could talk only to him. 

But does this constitute paranoia in any 
clinical sense? He was busy and he was 
reclusive; he protected his privacy. Inside 


his protective cordon he was warm and 
friendly and his large household was re- 
laxed and friendly. He lived rather unro- 
manticalix between Luton and St Albans, 
in the house originally built for the founder 
of Maples furniture store: an Edwardian 
pomposity set in large grounds. His “of- 
fice’' was the old billiards room, rather 
charmingly unaltered with the scoreboard 
still on the wall and replicas of the origi- 
nal heavy velvet curtains. Only the billiard 
table itself had been removed replaced at 
one end of the room by a desk and at the 
other by an awe-inspiring and to me, mys- 
terious, bank of film-stuff TV screens, 
videos, and electronic wizardry. 

On a couple of occasions we went from 
there through a warren of ex-servant 
quarters to the enonnousMtchen-cuxn-sil- 
ting-and-dining-room. Under the central 
kitchen-island each of the half-dozen dogs 
had a recessed bed It was very like my 
kitchen would be if I was rich and famous. 
The whole household, including the staff 
seemed to drift through these informal 
lunchtimes. It was chatty, fun, normal 

He was one of the best talkers I have 
ever met, flamboyant with bis ideas, in- 
terested in yours, widely read, fiercely in- 
telligent and demanding; and seriously 
funny on a good day. But in the end he was 
interested in the film, not in me. He was 
savagely impatient. He could be rude 
when thwarted, even in minor matters. 
Eventually it became dear that I wasn’t giv- 
ing him what he wanted I began to feel bul- 
lied instead of excited less and less able 
to wheel as he wanted, less and less eager 
to do so. I started to grumble to my 
friends, while feeling a failure. 

Ctae day he handed me a book called Vi- 
ennese Novelettes by Schmtzlec I must 
read “Rhapsody”, it was a wonderful story, 
it would make a wonderful film. So I read 
it and it didn't grab me. That was the end 
It had grabbed him, a now know it had 
grabbed him 20 years ago, but he spoke as 
though he had only read it the night before.) 
It is the basis of Eyes Wide Shut. “Pinoc- 
chio” was on hold The cheque for com- 
pletion of my contract arrived and I never 
heard from him again 

That sort of thing makes people angry. 
This week someone said that Kubrick 
was a great director but a “failed human 
being”. I recognise the feeling, but know 
for me that is a defensive reflex: it means 
he failed to love me om rather; my work. 
Kubrick made some great films, marked 
as his, in an almost old-fashioned way. He 
had a long-lasting marriage and his nu- 
merous dogs liked him. He adored his 
grandchildren; they were perhaps the 
only personal topic he ever mentioned I 
wouldn’t mind being that sort of failure. 

I thought I was angry, until I heard he 
had died Then I realised that 1 hadn’t re- 
alty quite given up hope that when he had 
finished this little film, he would come back 
to the big one; he would ring up again one 
day and let me work with him - and even 
though it would be horrible and frustrat- 
ing again, I would say yes. 

I am proud that I worked for him. He 
made me interested in film writing- 1 know 

I want to do SO again And I am s a d ; I think 

we have lost someone magnificent 

Sara Maitland's novel ‘Brittle Joys \ will 
bepubUshedm May by Little, Brown 



LOST WORLDS: THE FILMS KUBRICK NEVER MADE 



Napoleon 

Kubrick was 
obsessed with 
the French 
emperor and 
spent years 
planning a 
suitably epic Rim. The 
director constantly 
compared his method of 
film-making to the way the 
French emperor fought his 
battles in their strategy, 
planning and execution. Jack 
Nicholson was interested in 
playing the title role. 
Shooting was at one point 
scheduled for winter 1 969, 
with MGM agreeing to back 
it, despite having suffered a 
number of expensive flops. 
However, it was dogged by 
delays and by 1 974 was 
dead in the water. 


Aryan Papers 
in 1991. Kubrick bought the 
rights to a book. Wartime 
Lies, about a young Jewish 
boy who Is forced to flee 
Poland when the Germans 
invade. He joins up with an 
aunt, and together they 
become involved in the black 
market. Kubrick sent out 
scouts to hunt down 
locations in Denmark for 
“Aryan Papers", as he called 
it. but his interest in the 
project gradually 
evaporated. Some say he 
abandoned it because of its 
similarities to Schindler's 
List, although that problem ■ 
had never deterred him 
before: Vietnam epics 
Platoon and Hamburger Hill 
were both released before 
Full Metal Jacket. 



2001 : 

Part Two 

Kubrick 
turned 
down an- 
offer to 
direct the 

film of Arthur C Clarke's 
2010: Odyssey Two in 1984. 
and the Job instead went to 
Peter Hyams. There have 
been suggestions for years, 
though, that Kubrick had 
something special lined up 
for his fans when the year 
2001 came around. One 
persistent rumour had him 
deep into a project which 
involved him shooting 
segments of the script 
for two months every five 
years, with the story 
following an actor as he 
aged in real life. 


Al 

"A!” (Artificial Intelligence) 
was a fable sec in the far 
future about an android 
searching for a way to 
become human (hence 
Kubrick's "Pinocchio" 
references). It was to be set 
in a flooded Manhattan, 
where the tops of the 
skyscrapers protruded from 
the waves. Kubrick had felt 
for a long time that special 
effects technology wasn't up 
to the job. In 1993, though, 
Jurassic Park convinced him 
the time had come. At one 
stage, Brian Aldiss, a writer 
Kubrick hired to work on Che 
script, was sacked after 
breaching his contract by 
leaving the country without 
Kubrick's permission. 

Maxton Walker 


Woman on the verge of a telephone call 


THIS CRITIC would queue to see 
.Luanda Harris perform the ship- 
ping forecasL Indeed, there were 
moments during Take the Fire 
when I began to think it would have 
been preferable. The evening con- 
sists of four monologues by Jean 
Cocteau, in whose works the char- 
latan and the genius tantalisingly 
weave and dart. Unfortunately, when 
he composed these, the genius 
seems to have been en vacances. 

On a bare stage and in a trim 


Theatre 

TAKE THE FIRE 

LYRIC STUDIO 
HAMMERSMITH 

black two-piece Ms Harris begins 
and ends the proceedings lying full 
length by a silent telephone - the ar- 
chetypal image of womanhood kept 
on humiliating hold by a two-timing 
bastard Well I say womanhood but 
gay male emotion appears to have 


projected itself so massively on to 
these monologuing dames as to 
have the effect of virtually reducing 
them to a victim-complex got up in 
the defiant glad rags of drag. 

Or rather it would, if it weren't for 
the warmly attractive talents of Ms 
Harris who is all the more moving 
for heightening the droll intelli- 
gence behind the pained sensual 
flounce and desperation. Her per- 
formance is subtly and ■winningly 
camp, only because camp is one 


strategy for coping with the unseen 
or silent men in the plays; the sav- 
ing charm is that you don't feel the 
actress is being camp as a way of 
coping with that other oppressive 
male, Jean Cocteau. No one can 
Sash a smile of more radiant raunch 
than Ms Harris or convince you that 
she is amusing some private part of 
herself as well as others. 

My favourite piece was “The 
Dame of Monte Carlo", a ballad in 
syncopated rhyming couplets about 


a woman on the game at the gam- 
ing tables, a reckless gambler who 
is eventually exposed and thrust out. 
The other items in Paul Garrington’s 
artfully shaded production strike me 
as poorer versions of other works - 
Le Bel Indifferent is inferior to both 
Cocteau’s own La Voix Humain 
and to any number of plays in its un- 
derstanding of the power relations 
between a couple where one does ail 
the talking. Here, the actress-mis- 
tress hurls herself against the rock 


of her lover’s silence. Jabbering 
away to diminishing returns, Ms 
Harris comically progresses to the 
tragic end of her tether via a series 
of spot-on theatrical impersonations 
- from a Tennessee Wiliams faded 
belle to a Fie, Madam beauty-spot- 
ted heroine. 

Afl very accomplished, but as I re- 
marked to a female colleague on the 
way out it will be nice to see Aman- 
da Harris playing a woman a gain 
Paul Taylor 



Am a n da Harris Geraint Lewis 
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The magic is missing 


AFTER MOPnHS of hosting big- 
league companies, Sadler's 
Wells is paying its dues to the 
local community with Green 
Candle Dance Company’s new 
On the Road to Baghdad. This 
spectacle adapts a novel by the 
TUridsh-American writer Gun- 
eliGun, which in turn recycles 
Middle-Eastern folklore, his- 
tory, Sufism and The Thou- 
sand and One Nights. The 
put-upon picaresque heroine is 
Hunt, who staggers through 
a tapestry of extraordinary 
events, monstrous characters 
and demons who appear and 
disappear It is magic realism 
given a predictable, 20th- 
eentury. feminist slant 
The choreographer and 
dancer Fergus Early started 
Green Candle as a commxmity 
project 12 years ago. So how do 
you judge community perform- 


Dance 

GREEN CANDLE DANCE 
COMPANY 

SADLER’S WELLS 
LONDON 

ance? With an indulgent smi> 
if the production is devised 
and presented solely by amat- 
eurs who dance, act sing and 
play music. Our heroine (ravels 
not only between Istanbul and 
Baghdad, but also 800 years 
backwards - and, at three 
hours, it certainty felt like it 
Emma eater’s Huru is on 
stage all the time and has a 
sweet singing voice, but is not 
a strong enough focus. Early 
playing the small rote of Hutu's 
fttho; is relatively harmless; 
but Jason Lahav’s green- 
skinned demon needs to loosen 
up his verbal stiffness. 


The evening lights up with 
the Turkish actor Uniut Ugur 
as a roguish alchemist whose 
brief; but weighty, presence 
and voice suddenly make you 
sit up. He also took part in an 
exquisite, fantastical aerial 
ballet, with figures suspended 
in a night sky, tipping over and 
tangling with each other. But, 
in general, the work’s dance 
rarely rises above movement 
sequences and is shakity 
performed. 

The cast of (almost) thou- 
sands was made possible by the 
volunteers, whose ages span 
from five to 75. Their obvious 
pleasure makes this Arts 
Council-funded project worth- 
while, but given its extensive 
scale and preparation, it is a 
shame that basic skills were not 
more rigorously pursued. 

Nadine meisner 









THE FRIDAY REVIEW 

Independent 1?^ 1999 


11 



MUSIC 




K NtVI-ii MAPI 



is in 


rf 


if 

ire i 
i'Si ' ' ' 



Sly Dunbar (left) and Robbie Shakespeare: acclaimed as the masters of groove and propulsion 



Kalpesh Lathigra 


The rhythm kings 

Drum’n’bass is at the heart of popular music and for 20 years Sly Dunbar and Robbie Shakespeare 
have been acknowledged the best. But who are their own favourites? By Charles Shaar Murray 


D rum’n’bass: it’s , the; 

foundation of popular 
music; the engine 
which drives rock, pop, 
soul, funk, jazz, reggae, 
and anything else you 
care to name. And fen* 
more than two decades, Jamaica's hard- 
est have been drummer I/jweD “Sty” Dun- 
bar and bassist Robbie Shakespeare, 
acclaimed as masters of groove and 
propulsion. The breakthrough was in 
1977 with The Mighty Diamonds’ “Right 
lime”, a revolutionary record, with Sty’s 
radical drumming r npftrhfng thp gan g ers* 
insurrectionary lyrics blow-for-blow. 

Since then, they've manifested in a 
variety of guises: as members of Blade 
Uhuru; as producers (they were behind ; 
ChateDemus&FHere' string of pop-reg- 
gae hits a few years back); as hired guns 
for artists from Grace Jones to Ian Duty; 
and as artists in their own right with a 
series of dubbed-out rhythm orgies cul- 
minating in their current Strip to the 
r nwfi a rifins p. haHudnat oiy team-upwith 
nfttix terrorist Howie B. As Black Uhuru 
lean singer Michael Rose used to chant, 
“Robbie Shakespeare hit yon when you’re 
near; Sty Dunbar hit you from afar”. 

Sty D unbar defines “groove” as “a 
wicked, wicked drumbeat If they can 
dance off of that you add a bass to con- 
crete it, to shape it into a song. If that a 
gwan, everything all right A little guitar; 
a little keyboard tin g pon it like ma ki ng 
a rahp- (Efferent tastes to make it perfect”. 

So it seemed a reasona b le notion to ask 
the Rhythm Killers who they regard as 
the champs in their field Their nomina- 
tions go something lfln* this. 

Motown rhythm section 

James Jamerson (bass), Benny Ben- 
jamin (drums) 

Robbie: Everything wha’ dem do, the 


grpove wasTight Not realty ever a bad 
song come out, everything was wicked, 
wicked, wicked. 

Sty: If you check all the Motown songs, 
they always have a memorable bass-line. 
If you play 10 Motown songs, you 
remember the bass-lines. Any musical 
person could sing you the line: you 
remember the bass-line more titan the 
tyricofthesong. 

Picks: Jr. Whiten “Shotgun”; Tempta- 
tions: “My Girl"; Mirades: “Get Ready” 

Stax rhythm section 

Donald Dud? Durm, replacing Lewis 
Sternberg, (bass),AlJackson Jr (drums) 
Sty: AI Jackson was the greatest record- 
ing drummer When they were going to 
. record (Bill Withers’) “Ain’t No Sun- 
shine”. which Booker T (below) pro- 
duced they’d just got a drum kit that thy 
at the studio, and he took it out of the box 
and played it as is. All he did was tight- 
en the snare. Another time he was play- 
ing live and the snare drum burst, so he 
just pulled over a tom-tom and started 
beating on that Nobody even knew the 
snare drum had burst For a 
drummer; if the snare goes, it's 
like everything h as gone. 

Robbie: Donald “Duck”- 
Dunn was wicked but I 
never know 'til lately 
that he was the one 
who played for Stax. I 
don’t get to do my read- 
ing! 

Picks: Booker T & the 
MGs: “Green Onions”, 

“Time Is Tight; Wilson 

pirfcrpttr *Tn Thp Midnight 
Hour’ 

Various Atlantic 
rhythm sections 

Primarily Chuck Ramey 


( bass),Bernard‘Pretty , Pier tiieldrums) 
Sty: Bernard Punfie was wicked; he 
used to do all the (New York) Allantic ses- 
sions with (producers') Jerry Weader and 
Arif Mardin. 

Robbie: Then there was the Muscle 
Shoals rhythm section. I don’t know 
their names. I havent done my research 
and I feel like a dummy. 

Picks: Aretha Franklin: “Rocksteady”; 
Herbie Mann: Memphis Underground 
album 

Various Channel One and Studio One 
rhythm sections 

Inducting Boris Gardner (bass), Leroy 
‘ Rorsemouth ’ Wallace (bass) 

Sly: Credits don't realty exist in Jamaica. 
You come to England and everybody 
know from word of mouth who played 
what in Jamaica! Credits started when 
(producer/bandleader) Bunny Lee put 
the name ofthe musicians on the record 
and it start from there. Somebody come 
from England and know everything trout 
every musk, who play what on what We 
say “Wha'? Me na know!” Before that 
it was “backed by the Bunny 
Lee All-Stars” or “the Joe 
Gibbs All-Stars”. Who is “All- 
Stars”? 

Pick: Heptanes: “Why Did 
You Leave Me lb Cry" 

Bob Marley & the 
Wallers 

Aston ‘Family Mar? 
Barrett (bass), Cari- 
, ton ‘Carlie’ Barrett 
( drums) 

Sty: Carlie had a 
style like nobody 
else. He did 
some things when 
be played a roU, it was 
just inside. When they play a 



wicked song, you know it’s a wicked song 
So much groove when they played! 
Picks: “Duppy Conqueror”, “Crazy Bald- 
head” 

The Beatles 

Paul McCartney (bass), l lingo Starr 
(drums) 

Sty: Paul McCartney and Ringo Stan; 
they proved themselves from time. They 
realty have a track record. 

Pick: “A Hard Day’s Night” 

The Rolling Stones 

BUI Wyman (bass), Charlie Watts 
(drums) 

Sty: Charlie Watts? Wickedest drum- 
mer! 

Pick: “Satisfaction" 

The Who 

John Entwistle (bass), Keith Moan 
( drums i 

Sty. Keith Moon was great, especially 
when performing Hve, yunno. When he 
died, they never was The Who again 
Robbie: I never know the bass player's 
name, but I love his style. 

Pick: “See Me, Fteel Me" (from Tbmmy, 
as performed live at Woodstock) 

Sly A The Family Stone 

Lorry Graham (bass), Greg Errico 
(drums) 

Sty: Wicked, man, wicked, man. Awesome. 
Cosmic. 

Pick: “Sing A Simple Song” 

The Meters 

George Porter (bass). Joseph “Zigaboo' 
ModeHste (drums) 

Sty: The wickedest rhythm section. 
Robbie: When I was young I used to lis- 
ten to them. 

Sty: And Fd think, “How can we copy 
them?” And nobody could. That rhythm 


section was so unorthodox- in a class by 
itself 

Pick: “Look-A-Py-Py” 

Various 

James Brown rhythm sections, includ- 
ing Bootsy Collins (bass), Clyde Stub- 
blefield (drums) 

Sty: We asked Bootsy to play some funk 
fbrus, to play “Sex Machine”, and he was 
playing the guitar part too! 

Robbie: Bootsy played guitar for us on 
"Boops” and the albums Rhythm Killers 
and Language Barrier. 

Pick: “Sex Machine" 

Weather Report 

Jaco Pastarius (bass), Peter Erskine 
(drums) 

Sty: That’s ray jazz rhythm section! 
Robbie: He did things nobody had ever 
done on the bass. We were on a tour of 
Japan and he was on it You think Jaco 
would have a fancy bass? One old Fender 
bass. He was the one who took out the 
frets, said he couldn't afford a fretless bass. 
Sly: Them harmonics things he played. 

I never heard nobody play. A full song, har- 
monic style. 

Pick: “Birdland” 

And, of course — 

Robbie Shakespeare (bass). Sly Dunbar 
(drums) 

Sly: The wickedest Sty & Robbie groove 
for all time is (Grace Jones's) “Pull Up 
To The Bumper” and “Boops". 

Robbie: A Black Uhuru song, “Fit You 
Haffe Fit". 

Sty: What drummer could play that? 
Totally different between the snare and 
the foot drum. 

Robbie: Wicked. 

Sly and Robbie's "Strip to the Bone’ is out 
on Palm Pictures 


Lyric Sheets 

Martin Newell 

After the failure of Blur’s 
single to oust Britney Spears 
(below) from {he top ofthe charts, 
the JVM E has said there's a case 
for rock's future "left-field 
aspirants " to follow the example 
of 70s rock dinosaurs and refuse 
to release singles 

Back to the 
Great Divide 



If there's a case for snobbery 
It probabty starts here: 

A choice between an alcopop 
Or decent pint of beer 
A trawl around our “hit parade" 
Its airheads and its chancers 
Its ditzy little keyboard riffs 
And drama-school- 
trained dancers 

Whose cover shots and image fees 
For vapid promo vids 
Might buy a year of breakfasts 
For a town of starving kids 

So could the only antidote 
Be “music-with-a-beard?” 

The difficult and lengthy 
The arty and the weird 
Where every track’s 
a sort of threat 

Which keeps on switching key 
Or flaunts a nasty time-change 
Where choruses should be. 
With minus no-potential 
As an advertising jingle 
And even less to offer 
As a radio-friendly single 

Back to double gatefold sleeves 
And self-important solos? 

But back to men who musically. 
Would give you their last Rolos 
Scruffy folk in wiry specs 
The fashion police would hate 
Unsuitable for TFI 
The Chart Show or Blind Date 
Who’d drag the music 
from the mall 
And into pastures fresh 
And leave the singles market 
To the muppets, as a creche 


ROBERT HANKS 


k 


NASA’s space 
station was 
clearly the 
origin of the phrase 
‘astronomically expensive’ 
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RIFFS 

THE FIRST AND LATEST RECORDS BOUGHT BY MOLOKO’S MARK BRYDON 


First: record 

Colin Blundstone: Say You 

Don't Mind 

I find this record spooty It is 
deeply nostalgic for me, and 
evocative of a certain time. 
Ybu will understand why the 
nostalgia makes the record 
quite fri ghtening , when I tell 
you. that I was given it when 
entering puberty. 

In feet, it's a very cheesy 
record, a one-hit-wonder of a 
love ballad, but a ballad that 
almost manag es to achieve a 
dizz y melancholy. So it's 
quite sophisticated, realty. 
But again. I think the feeling 
of melancholy was mostly to 
do with my age, and how 
emotions tend to run away 
with themselves during 
puberty. I remember that I 
would be nearty in tears, and 
not know why. 


It is always the melodies 
that realty affect me, rather 
than the lyrics. And seeing 
as I had no concept of 
relationships at the time, I 
am sure I wasn't listening to 
the meaning. 

Its influence is in there 
somewhere, like an 
albatross around my neck. 
This song is responsible for 
all my cheesy, melancholic 
leanings. 

Last record 

Supercollider: Supercollider 

This is a great example of 
tr ying something different 
It’s realty dark, with a lot of 
deep bass, and wbat I like to 
call disintegrated funk. This 
is less high energy than 
Seventies funk, and more a 
reinvention of the traditional 


soulful funk. It’s very 
Nineties funk. 

It is also quite industrial 
and dirty. Hie ideal 
millennium party tune! The 
sound is dismembered — 
broken down into parts - 
and it jerks through many 
different genres throughout 
the record- a bit of house, 
some slower tempo music, 
and hip-hop. But, most - 
important, it uses other 
music styles without being 
retrospective. 

As a musician I find this 
experimentation is very 
appealing, and in a way it is 
Wbat makes me play it, to 
experience new influences. 
It’s a realty modern look at 
how to be funky. 

Interview by 
Jennifer Roger 
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Beth Orton 

Central Reservation 

Heavenly 


JEFF BECK 

Who Else! 

E|*: 


SHAWN MULLINS 

Soul’s Core 
SMCVCelumbLa 


Peter Thomas Sound Orchestra 
Warp Back To Earth 66/99 

Bungalow 


BETH ORTON'S career so far has followed 
a decidedly idiosyncratic path, tacking 
nimbly between the apparently conflicting 
■adds of folk and house music. She initially 
made her name collaborating with dance- 
floor dynamos such as William Orbit, 
Andrew Weatherail and The Chemical 
3rothers. but her second album reveals 
rather more, you suspect, of her own per- 
sonal taste. The only vaguely "dancey” 
sounds on Central Reservation occur 
when Everything but the Girl's Ben Watt, 
acknowledged master of the teduo/torch- 
song crossover, applies a feint synthesiser 
liackdrop and the most discreet of trip-bop 
breakbeats to "Stars all Seem to Weep” 
and one of two versions of the title-track 
- and even then, so subtle is his work that 
-he change is barely perceptible. 

Elsewhere, the accumulated exper- 
ience of two years' work with her live band 
las given Orton the confidence to develop 
toe roots ier elements of her Trailer Park 
debut With its subtle instrumental tint- 
ing and relaxed double-bass under- 


pinnings. Central Reservation more 
closely follows the folk-jazz contours of 
Tim Buckley. John Martyn or Nick Drake 
- one track features Buckley’s old vibes 
player; Dave Friedman, while the husky 
melisma of Orton's vocals inescapably 
brings to mind Drake’s languid charm. 

The mood throughout is calm and 
ruminative, particulariy for tracks such as 
“Sweetest Decline", where gently sweep- 
ing strings and the cocktail tinkle of Dr 
John’s piano support Orton as she muses 
in Thomas Gray vein: “Another day slips 
away, and my heart sinks with the sun.” 
The other guests are equally well chosen: 
the distinctive slide guitar of Ben Harper 
uncoils warily through a couple of tracks, 
and the cult soul-jazz singer Terry CaH- 
ier helps out on “Pass in Time", Orton's 
elegy for her late mother. 

“There's no right or wrong, this isn’t a 
test, and I wont lose my experience," 
Orton notes on “Couldn't Cause me 
Harm” - as level-headed an observation 
as any in contemporary pop music. 


BLUR'S SB7TH album is a grower On first 
hearing, It sounds rough and unfocused, 
the least solid of their releases; but with 
each subsequent encounter; its charac- 
ter becomes more dearly defined. Con- 
tinuing their drift away from Britpop* it’s 
undoubtedly their most courageous 
work, returning them to the psychedelic 
indie-rock of their Leisure debut With 
Damon Albam's separation, from Justine 
Frischmann hanging over proceedings, 
it's rather morose, though there's no 
shortage of compensatory ftm in the 
wealth of quirky detail layered in by 
William Orbit He’s given them the free- 
dom to pursue a myriad different paths, 
taking their lead from such as the Plas- 
tic Ono Band (“Tender”), David Bowie 
(“Bugman”), The Fall (“Swamp Song") 
and krautrock (“T^aDer Park”). The 
short and sharp “B.L-UJLE.MX" per- 
haps best shows the album’s playfulness, 
punctuating a terse punk thrash with car- 
toon duck quacks, before tacking on a 
quiet piano postlude. 13 may lack the in- 
stant pop-appeal of Parklfffe, but there’s 
more authentic life to this music than 
anything they’ve done before. 


THIS IS Jeff Beck’s first proper album 
(Le. not a soundtrack) since 1989's Gui- 
tar Shop axe-hero masterclass, which 
must make him one of the country’s 
most criminally under-utilised natural 
resources. The reason is probabfy his in- 
ability, or dismdinatfcra, to come up with 
new material. The kind of guitar wiz- 
ardry that Beck specialises in mostly 
consists of small dusters of dazzling 
technical effects rather than melody 
tines, so its fortunate that keyboardist 
Tbqy Hymas has come up with enough 
tunes to fill out another record, leaving 
the guitarist free to concentrate on ex- 


sible. Accordingly, there are plenty of 
whizz-bang gutter stunts such as those 
on the opener “What Mama Said”, the 
nmsk^equjvaieittofamatchcardessly 
tossed into a box of fireworks, shooting 
colourful guitar phrases in an directions. 
B al an cing these sho w y p y rotechnics are 
subtler, moodier pieces such as ■Angel 
(Fbotsteps)” and the live cut “Brush 
With The Blues", where Beck's taste and 
command of his instrument is simply 
nonpareil. Dazzling stuff. 


SHAWN MULLINS’ infectious hit “Lulla- 
by* contains one of the year’s better cou- 
plets, when he says of Los Angeles, 
"Seems tike everyone here’s got a 
plan/Ifs kind of like NasbviDe with a tan”. 
The song, an LA story of childhood 
dreams damned by the disillusions of 
adulthood, is typical of Mullins’ work: he’s 
a wandering troubadour in lie classic 
Sixties mould, offering neatly-turned 
vignettes of ordinary lives and fleeting 
encounters in songs such as “Septem- 
ber In Seattle” and "Gulf Of Mexico". His 

influences are clean Dylan. Han k 
Williams and Kris Kristofierson for the 
most part, while Steve Earle’s finger- 
prints are all over “Ballad Of Billy Jo 
McKay”, a thumbnail sketch of small- 
town ennui. M ullin s’ characters all suf- 
fer from Qie American disease of 
restlessness, whether it’s the hobo in 
, TV9mItocks F Oregon”ortbewifem ,a to- 
nirf Bed Song" who tires of life in a trailer 

park. But there’s no reproach, just a fel- 
low-feeling for those whose American 
Dream has soured; as he admits in “An- 
chored In You”, “...sometimes we 
dreamers just get in the way”. 


SEPTUAGENARIAN SOUNDTRACKcom- 
poser Peter Thomas is best known for bis 
late-Sixties work on toe <wlt German sd- 
fi series Space Patrol Orion, 29 fragments 
of which are collected together on the sec- 
ond of these two CDs. Titles such as 
“Communication In Hyperspace" and 
"Galaxy Fall Out” signal Thomas’s ter- 
ritory; a universe composed of equal 
parts lounge ranzak. jazz-rock and piojfe 
neering synthesiser sounds capes 
which, time being circular, sounds utterly 
contemporary today. Hie other disc fea- 
tures not so much remixes as re-appli- 
cations of Thomas’s sounds by disciples 
such as pop groups Saint Etienne and 
Stereolab - both of whom produce their 
most beguiling work in some time - and 
avant-rockers such as Stock, Hausen & 
Walkman. The results are an intriguing 
blend of the effete and the experimental 
There’s a regimentation to some tracks, 
however; that rather betrays the spirit of 
the original work: only the sonic hricolage 
ofSJH&W’s “Space Rocks” and the dark 
matter cfTipsy*s ^ESvil Guitar” cone dose 
to emulating the aleatory atmosphere of 
Thomas's own music; 
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Hyde: sheer stamina 


THE THING about Underworld is 
that they make repetitive electronic 
dance music that basically feels 
good and has a groove mot as easy 
as it sounds). They are also likeable 
-lovably even They project this Hke- 
abfiity in a way that is larger than 
life on the Astoria’s wide stage, in 
front of a matrix of five giant screens 
alternately showing abstract de- 
signs and closed-drcuit TV images 
of the players, 

Yet they do seem genuinely nice, 
your average guys-next-dooc with 
£30,000 worth of electronics but 
thoughtful enough to use head- 
phones after Upm without being 


asked. Tbur mother would tike them. 

What they do on stage is some- 
thing like a recording studio mixing 
session turned into a performance. 
They all wear cordless headphones. 
Darren Emerson and Rick Smith 
operate faders and mute switches on 
a couple of mixers and Karl Hyde 
moves restlessly around the stage, 
sometimes twiddling what sounds 
like the filters of an analogue synth- 
esiser occasionally picking up a 
tambourine and, on one number 
stra^ring an a type-decorated guitar. 

It's Hyde’s vocals, largely in- 
comprehensible, repetitive yet com- 
pelling, that establish the rapport 
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with the audience. He bends and 
crouches, side-on, radio uric in hand, 
with elegant/awkward gestures and 
contortions rippling around his 
skinny frame. When he isn't sin ging , 
which is most of the time. Hyde 
remains in the spotlight sidling 
between the equipment manned fay 
Smith and Emerson, making ges- 
tures of support to his colleagues or 
to the audience. 


His stamina is enviable, but the 
Underworld show isn’t really about 
the physical performance of songs. 
The show is a continuous two-hour 
audio-visual experience, based 
around repetition and electronic 
sound and foursquare beats over 
which the five screens flash type and 
abstract images that sometimes 
complement and at other times 
contest the sound churning out 
The gargantuan rock’n'roll light- 
ing rij^ looking mazy tunes more ex- 
pensive and sophisticated than the 
sound gear has strobes, spotlights, 
rotating searchlights and blinding 
flashguns trained on the audience. 


building to the point where the (pre- 
dominantly male) ticket-holders are 
brilliantly floodlit in time to the 
opening chords of “Born Slippy”. 

People dance or at least jiggle to 
their grooves, in a tradition of out- 
of-time English dancing that 
stretches bade generations. Where 
the sampled kick drums go “duh, 
duh, dub, duh”, the dancers seem to 
hear only “brnyah, brnyah, brnyah, 
broyah”. Underworld don’t mind. 
They’re nice gqys, after all, and 
when you make repetitive electron- 
ic dance music, this is what happens. 

On stage they are turnin g what 
was once a boring, ungLamorous, 


non-real-thne process- studio work 
- into a performance. Thai it suc- 
ceeds as entertainment is mainly 
down to Hyde. You can’t keep your 
eyes off his mercurial, campy man- 
oeuvres. Their easy tistenabztity is 
down to Smith’s inventive produc- 
tion, and the trio’s collective instinct 
for tasty sounds. 

Underworld’s repetitive elect- 
ronic dance music dresses and 
undresses the skeletal structure of 
hard, explicit, four-four beats in a 
way that leaves thefr dope-smoking, 
lager-swilling - but basically quite 
nice - audience wanting more. 

John L Walters 
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Cervs the menace 


hear these now 

atMVC 





WITH A bottle of wine in her 
band and a withering sneer on 
her face, Cerys Matthews had 
toe crowd bowing in reverence 
and throwing flowers at her feet 
on toe first leg of their tour As 
toqy screamed variations on 
her name - Crease, Cerise, 
Cress - she barked* “How can 
you listen with all that shout- 
ing?" They responded by 
yelling louder w illing her to tell 
them off again. 

Matthews is the primary 
force behind Catatonia and 
comes equipped with a hefty 
stage presence. She has cited 
Judy Garland as her musical 
hero and sells herself as the 
laddish hippie chick with an 
unlimited repertoire of damn- 
ing soundbites. She also trades 
on her Celtic vowel sounds and 
crackling vocals, though Wed- 
nesday’s show proved that she 
can just as easily switch on an 
angelic voice when required for 
' wistful numbers. 

During the hit single 
“Mulder and Scully”, Matthews 
asked toe crowd to help her 
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along, claiming that she had 
“problezns with the high notes", 
but we were not to be deceived. 
Despite her throaty 40-a-day 
vocals, Matthews rose beatifi- 
cally above each note before 
dem olishing them with Uuynx- 
laoeratiog force. 

Memories of Matthews’ 
remarkable voice will not quite 
obliterate toe fundamental 
weaknesses in Catatonia’s new 
songs. Previous material 
leaned heavily on zeitgeisty 
references which, combined 
with their generic indie pop, 
provided them with only 
fleeting appeal 

New songs revealed more 
si m i l ar sing-a-long melodies 
and a profusion of cultural 
cliches, from karaoke to feng 
shui. A new song; “Storm The 
Palace", echoed the insurrec- 
tionist sentiments of “T Am 



fe I 






Matthews: Crass student sloganeering Kimn Ridley 


The Mob" while the “make 
hay, not war" maxim in “Dead 
From toe Waist Down” 
smacked of crass student 
sloganeering. 

Fortunately, Matthews’ mag- 
netism outweighs the occas- 
ional crassness of Catatonia’s 
songs. But with such a combin- 
ation the band will - to borrow 
the title of their new album - 
find themselves “Equally 


Cursed and Blessed”. 

Fiona Sturges 
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Catatonia play the Octagon, 
Sheffield tonight, and Bar- 
Tomfanda, Glasgow on Sun- 
day 14 March the tour 
continues to 24 March. 
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A version of this review 
appeared in later editions of 
yesterday's paper 
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Pre-teenage kicks 


Kfitn tftrea at Country 

7 ': . music's isasf itsjassicaetl 
' . . and recurntioUte voices 

' 7 teamed together crux mere. 

■ _■ - • this great Mass is set to 

become one of the /airs 
f* l ;f*^‘*. landmark reccrdi&p. 





FIRST THERE was the boy 
band, then there was the girl 
band. But now toe world of dis- 
posable pop has taken heed of 
political oorrectaess and come 
up with the consummate teen 
act* toe boy/girl band. 

After a decade away from toe 
fray Eighties pop-Svengali Pete 
Waterman has finally joined 
the dash to satisfy legions of 
pre-teens. Steps are the fruit of 
his endeavour 

Monday night’s show 
opened with a video screen 
conveying instructions to the 
expectant tots. As toe word 
“Scream" appeared, a noise 
erupted that was comparable to 
a swarm of mosquitoes homing 
in on a piece of flesh. Parents 
looked aghast as their little 
treasures were overtaken by 
hormones, screaming them- 
selves silly before their idols 

had even graced the stage. 

Steps arrived looking so 
fresh-faced and uncontami- 
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nated they could have been 
ejected from Asda for bang 
genetically modified. 

But for all their outward 
equality, there appeared to be 
an imbalance in their roles. 
■Rie three girls got to do nearty 
all the sin ging and when toe 
handsome Lee was Anally 
brought on alone, it was only to 
perform a sleazy dance routine. 
And you couldn't help feeling 
sorry for “H" toegoofy-tooking 
boy with the floppy fringe. His 
biggest entrance was when he 
was wheeled on dressed as a 
Eon fora cover of 37ieL*onlSrifl' 
theme tune. 

Musically, Steps are recon- 
stituted Abba. Their formula 
involves plinky-pionky dance 
rhythms with saccharine . 


melodies on a variety of 
themes: boy meets girt; boy 
loses girl; boys admits that he 
has behaved atrociously; boy 
wins backgiri. In case we didtft 
get It, a pair of dancers acted 
out a scene of lovers’ reconcil- 
iation throughout “This Heart 
Will Love Again". The girls at 
the front struggled to fight 
back the tears. 

But Steps’ showbiz back- 
ground has served them weH 
Their stage-school voices were 
flawless, if a little dull, while 
their polished good humour 


was enough to rival toe most, 
kindly Blue Peter presenter « 
And when it comes to chore? 
ography, Steps must be the 
first teen act since Take That 
not to be outshone by their own 
dancers. You can imagine that 
when their musical careers 
dwindle, an aerobics video 
won’t be far behind. 

If Pete Waterman hasn’t ' 
already drawn up a blueprint 
for their “Step-By- Step" video, 
I’ll forfeit my Steps pop-up 
book. 

Fiona Sturges 
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Child’s play 

Stuart David plays bass for Brit winners Belle & Sebastian. Bat 
Hsten to what he can do with fridge magnets. By James McNair 
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I n a Greek taveraa opposite Glas- 
go^s Queens Baric. Stnart David, Iris 
wife Karn and fate bro&arRomiie are 

quietly sipping at-thdr Cokes with 
scant regard for the rule that says 
pop bands should develop an aura. Col- 
lectively, this rather shy trio form the 
spoken-word electronica outfit Looper - a 

loopei; in case you wondered, is someone 

who's a few Smarties short of a full tube. 

To complicate matters, Stuart David 
also plays bass with Belle & Sebastian, the 
surprise winners of this year’s Brit Award 
for Best Newcomec Tlie better known of 

his two bands was recently disp araged by 
the bubble-gum pop producer Pete W- 
terman and the rebarbative Jonathan 
King, and David’s phone has been kept 
busy by vengeful, quote-seeking Scottish 
tabloids ever since. He’s somewhat un- 
dSjwhelmed by their attention: ‘‘Belle & 
Sebastian haven’t capitalised an the situ- 
ation, so hopefully it’ll palm down again,” 
he says. 

like Belle & Sebastian, Looper are 
signed to the Glasgow-based label Jeep- 
Star (total staff; three!. It’s easy to rom- 
anticise about such a cottage-industry 
set-up, but Jeepster’s roster has become 
synonymous with originality and a certain 
callow charm. “They don’t even ask to hear 
your records before they go to the master- 
ing plant,” explains David, apropos the 


IabeTsrefreshm^hamis-off^proach. 

Jeepster re-releases BeDe& Sebastian’s 
hard-to-come-by d£but TipermilJt in May 
Looper’s album Up a Tree was released 
this week, and The Green Fields of 
Farecericmd - a pop/fo& solo album fay 
Belle & Sebastians ceffist Isobel Campbell 
- is scheduled for April These are magi- 
cal records; flawed, but beguiling; con- 



Jematie. Up a surmounts this difficulty 
by blending engrossing spoken-word nar- 
ratives with intriguing soundscapes. In 
“Dave the Mo onman, * for the 

Apollo landings are a metaphor for a 
sense of possibility in the eponymous 
hero's own life. As Dave discovers more 
and more information on the Internet, how- 
ever he comes to doubt whether men ever 
landed on the moon, and we share in his 
(BsiDnsionment Elsewhere, “Coluxnbo’s 
Car” begins with a sampled double-bass 
and a chance sighting of the detective’s ve- 
hicle, then builds into a wildly imaginative 
conceit in which David ami Columbo take 
turns playing Tetris on a Gameboy. 

“A lot of the album is about trying to re- 
capture the playfulness of childhood," 
says Stuart, “and the sounds on the album 
and the way it was recorded reflect thaL" 
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and with his wife Karo in Looper, who blend spoken-word narratives with soundscapes Ronnie BiueTc 


Stuart David deft) with Belle & 
Sebastian,., 

temporary, yet tinged with a kind of aural 
sepia that renders them classic. Stuart 
David maintains that tfw cbuBjeat 
between the notes is partly down to a lack 
of record company interference, and the 
feet that these albums were self-produced 
Although he’s always found it easy to 
write prose, David says that he finds con- 
ventional songwriting a bit more prob- 
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evidenced in the album's use of uncon- 
ventional instrumentation. Looper will at- 
tempt to play fridge magnets, or use the 
zipper on a jacket to simulate the sound 
of rap scratching. One of Up a Tree's most 
instantly evocative sound, though, is the 
tap-tapping of the antique t y pe w riter that 
mtrotfuces “Impossible Things # 2”. 

“Impossible Things... ” it transpires, is 
both a love story and a band biography. Its 
wistful, but never sugary; narrative docu- 
ments a slow courtship by post; the very 


one that led to both the formation of Loop- 
ex; and Stuart's and Kara's marriage. 

Though Kara has played typewriterand 
percussion on recent Looper acoustic 
sessions, and Ronnie is credited as the gui- 
tarist on “festival 96”, on the face of it 
Stuart’s band mates seem somewhat 
superfluous to a project that is patently his 
baby. Their centrality to the endeavour be- 
comes dear when you consider that Loop- 
er are not just a band, but a multi-media 
experience. Kara trite me that she stud- 
ied sculpture at Dundee University, and a 


number of her Plasticine miniatures are 
pictured on the Looper CD sleeve. She’s 
also working on some animated films that 
will form part of Looper's live show. 

Ronnie, meanwhile, is an excellent 
stills photographer, and snapped most of 
the sleeve's portraits and skewed studios. 
Live, he supplements his guitar- playing 
duties with sprite projecting images to 
accompany Kara's Super-8 loops. 

Naturally, the band’s website functions 
as a virtual art gaSery as well as a tisten- 
ing-post for Looper songs. It includes a link 


ton phot ograpliic exhibition ufRwmie a it: 
which he imagines his dad as “a spy. «,il 
nn engineer", some of Kura's animation:; 
and the first two chapters of Stuart'-; 
furthcoming novel. “.All kinds of .irtFis have 
visited the site, and if their work Ls inter- 
esting, we're happy to let them use our uv! > 
pages to exhibit," says Kara. Now you knuv. 
where to dick. 

Looper's debut album 'Vp a Tree' w ait: 
note on Jeepster. You con Visit thortiviv 
site at http:/: incie. firehouse, cln ra net 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Back to Jewish roots 

A unique archive of folk music has been given new life, as have historic piano recordings 


Sight 

Readings 


MICHAEL 

CHURCH 


I n 1911 a group of folklorists 
set out from St Petersburg to 
comb the Russian shtetls for 
Jewish songs and chants. 
Inspired by Nicolai Rimsky- 
Korsakov and led by SM 
Ansky - author of The Dyb- 
buk - they wanted to record this oral 
tradition before it evaporated for 
good The resulting collection of cylin- 
ders was so impressive that the in- 
.'umuig Bolsheviks decreed that the 
urk should continue in Kiev, and put 
;heu own man in charge. Moses Bere- 
*avs>ky was a good Stalinist and an ex- 
cellent folklorist, and until his 
deportation to Siberia in 1949 he 
recorded and meticulously tran- 
scribed several thousand more songs 
and texts. However, when be was re- 
leased in 1955 the cylinders were 
found to have disappeared, and people 
came to assume that this unique 
archive had been destroyed. 

Now the ebullient Israel Adler pro- 
fessor of musicology at the Hebrew 
U.J-ersity of Jerusalem, takes up 
Jit lale. -Four years ago the director 
uf the National Library in Kiev came 
to see us about photocopying manu- 
scripts and, seeing our cylinder col- 
lection, he mentioned that he too had 
surr.e cylinders, which the American 
: .ibrary or Congress had looked at 
■»\ ithout much interest Could this be 
the Beregovsky collection? I jumped 
or* the first available plane to Key and 
discovered that it was." 

Last week, in an oddly touching 
ceremony at London's School of 
Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), 
Adler and his patron Yehudi Menuhin 
took delivery of an inaugural CD from 
the Ukrainian ambassador, amid 
protestations of eternal friendship 
between Ukrainians and Jews. 

Eie.> leaving aside the awkward 
.natter of past pogroms, the course of 
this. love-affair has been bumpy, with 
Kiev raising endless obstacles to the 
digitalisation of the recordings 
Jerusalem wants. While Adler’s aim 
is to make the archive available to 
scholars all over the world, Kiev’s aim 
;» to make a profit As a Berlin-born 
M-Jide . Adler takes this sort of 
adversity for granted. “Whenever 
lungs seem discouraging, I listen 
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Music from the old country; pieces preserved on (he Kiev recordings would not be out of place in Tiddler on the Boor Kobal Collection 


again to these marvellous record- 
ings. Then I am re-inspired." 

lb illustrate the point, he plays 
some examples: a BartoMan country 
song with driving rhythms; a dance 
sounding as if it is straight out of Fid- 
dler on the Roof, an austerely beauti- 
ful liturgical chant When this latter 
was recently broadcast on Haifa radio, 
he adds, a middle-aged Israeli rang in 
to say that he recognised the voice of 
toe canton It was his own grandfather 
Jewish music is at present on a roll, 
but what exactly is it? Alex Knapp, the 
Joe Loss lecturer at City University, 
who next month moves to SOAS, 
offers a neat definition. “CantQlation. 
Music that traces its origins to the tem- 
ple chant of 2,000 years ago." But then 
things get complicated, because the 
music has absorbed influences from 
every land where it has alighted He 
traces its transmogrifications with 
the Ashkenazic Jews to America, the 
Sephanhcs round the Mediterranean, 
and Oriental Jews through Ethiopia, 
Yemen, and eastwards to China. 
China? “WieU, they’re not one of the 


57 officially recognised minorities, 
but there are still 600 Jews living in 
Kaifeng, and they still retain remnants 
of the orthodox tradition.” Adler has 
several times lectured on Jewish 
music at Peking Conservatoire. “The 
Chinese find Jewish music very 
moving - they say it comes straight 
from the heart” 

Adler is hot on Jewish music's in- 
fluence on “daughter religions”, as 
exemplified in Gregorian chant and the 
music of Islam, but he excludes from 
his researches most Weston music 
composed by Jews, except when it re- 
flects a conscious return to its roots. 
Examples? “Ernest Bloch, Arnold 
Schoenberg, Darius Milhaud - and 
Leonard Bernstein". 


MEANWHILE SOMETHING extraordi- 
nary is happening with that other piece 
of dinosaur technology, the piano rod 
While Nimbus perseveres with its 
ambitious Grand Piano series, in 
which rolls cut by Twenties virtuosi are 
translated into sound by a robot 


pianist, Telarc has just unveiled the 
ultimate computerised answer The 
problem with the robot is one of tonal 
balance; we get the architecture of the 
performances, but little sense of their 
original texture. 

Computers have often been used to 
“translate” rolls, but never with any- 
thing Eke the finesse of Telarc's two 
Rachmaninov records, entitled A Win- 
dow in Time. Wayne Stahnke. an 
aerospace engineer apparently con- 
ceived his idea while working at Nasa; 
it involves a computer program con- 
taining a mathematical model of the 
pneumatic mechanian originally used 
to play the rod But the results, played 
through a computerised Bosendorfec 
banish all thoughts of science. Here 
at last is the airy magic the unsmiling 
maestro must have exuded in reality. 


ON THE other hand, if you don’t mind 
the boxy acoustic you can get a very 
decent idea of Rachmaninov’s disc 
recordings in Philips's Great Pianists 
of the 20th Century series. This 


month’s releases indude Jan Pader- 
ewski, Benno Moseiwitscb and the 
divine Clara Haski], plus an Alfred 
Cortotrecord that ready does stop me 
in my tracks. Launching into Schu- 
mann’s turbulent Kreideriana, the 
French guru shoots dean off the rails 
in bar six and stays off them, flounder- 
ing desperately, for the whole of the 
first piece. This isn't great pianism; it’s 
an absolute hoot How can its inclusion 
possibly be justified? 

Tbm Deacon, whose brainchild this 
series is, sees no reason to apologise. 
“AH right, it’s a mess. But he was a 
great pianist, and his Schumann has 
a wonderful glow. Td rather hear his 
wrong notes than any proficient pian- 
ist's right ones. We have every right 
to put into the edition someone who 
has his eye on poetry, rather than 
merely on notes. The saddest thing 
now is to be confronted with Maurizio 
FoUini in concert, because it has noth- 
ing to do with the FOlfini we know from 
records. The pursuit of technical per- 
fection is the curse of modem musical 
fife.” I can only agree. 


The COMPACT 
roi.LECTION 

ROB COWAN ON THE WEEK'S CD RELEASES 


THE YOUNG man whom 
Tchaikovsky once 
considered to be his 
successor; and who went 
on to pen this century's 
most famous piano 
concerto, suffered a 
devastating blow when, in 
1897, his First Symphony 
was given the critical 
thumbs down. And yet 
“Rachmaninov One" 
positively seethes with 
Tchaikovs Irian passion. 

The outer movements 
suggest an imperious 
grandeur that spells Old 
Russia in every bar the 
opening is black as night; 
the lyrical second subject 
is serenely beautiful; and 
the finale’s rousing 
introduction (once used as 
the theme tune to 
Panorama) is both fierce 
and festive. 

It was almost 50 years 
before the symphony 
i ergoyed a second 
performance, and 20 more 
before a respectable 

commercial recording bit 
the shelves. Since then it 

has enjoyed the attentions 
I of numerous 
accomplished maestros, 

I not least Mariss Jansons, 
whose new EMI recording 
with the St Petersburg 
Philharmonic has colossal 
I impact -especially from 
the lower strings and bass 
I drum. Jansons is 
especially effective in the 
finale’s dramatic opening, 
where distant muted 
I horn-calls stop the 
thrilling first idea dead in 
| its tracks. 

The fill-up is 
Rachmaninov’s surging 
evocation of Arnold 
Bdddirfs painting The Isle 
of the Dead, with its 
swaying pulse and 
obsessively swelling lines. 
The performance is, if 
anything, even finer, and 
the sound quality is just as 
impressive. 

Moving south, and with 
the heat full on, the 
harpsichordist Andreas 
Staier lights the touch- 
paper for some explosive 
pre-Classical “Variations 
on the Spanish Fandango”. 
I doubt that many readers 
will have encountered a 
more visceralty exciting 
disc of (relatively) early 
music - certainly not in 
terms of performance 
standards. The opening 
selection is the best 
known, Antonio Solers io- 
minute Fandango, with its 
sexy melody Kne, 
propulsive rhythms and 


scorching harmonies. 
Staier rounds off his 
programme in the 
company of his fellow- 4 
harpsichordist Christine 
Schomheim and Adela 
Gonzales Carapa on 
castanets, for a 
powerhouse arrangement 
of the Fandango from 
Boccherini’s Fourth 
Quintet Both pieces are 
wild as the wind - though 
there are colourful, and 
occasionally more restful, 
diversions midway from 
the composers Sebastian 
de Albero, Josep Gallds, 
Felix Miximo Lopez and 

Jose Ferrer. Once 
sampled, Staier’s sizzling 
Fandango extravaganza 
will be a favourite visitor 
to your C-D tray. If you love 
Domenico Scarlatti, then 
you’ll surely adore this 
superbly recorded 
programme. 

Sound quality takes 
something of a backward 
slide for a bewitching 
though sonically 
compromised 77 minutes 
in the company of the 
great Polish piano virtuoso 
Ignaz Friedman. 
Connoisseurs have been 
waxing lyrical over 
Friedman’s playing for 
years, and for good reason. 
Who else launches 
Chopin’s “Revolutionary” 
Study with such incredible 
finger velocity, raising an 
aural storm in the process 
but with every note intact? 
Mendelssohn’s elfin E 
minor Scherzo is a rocket 
trailed by stardust; 

Chopin's A flat Polonaise is 
all thunder and pride, and 
Hummel’s elegant Rondo 
becomes a total 
hurricane. 

But rather than [day the 
disc straight through, I 
would start at the very end 
(track 22) with the most 
poetic and subtly voiced 
performance of Chopin’s 
16th Nocturne ever 
recorded. Then, you might 
move back to tracks 1 
(Hummel), 8 
(Mendelssohn) and 9 
(Friedman’s own adorable 
“File Danse”). Four 
previously unissued tracks 
add further confirmation 
of Friedman’s pianistic 
genius, and APR’s 
annotation is exemplary. 

Rachmaninov/Jansons: 
EMI CDC5 56754 2 
Fandangos /Staier: 

Teidee 3984-21468-2 
Igruxz Friedman: 

APR 5508 
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Sushi 


Guide to 
Sushi 

From its origins in Japan . : 
1.000 years ago. Sushi has ” 
become a worldwide phenomenon. 
The Independent on Sunday ! s 
Guide to Sushi published on 
March 14, outlines Sushi's history 
and culture, and explains the 
different varieties. Learn to prepare 
sushi at home with a simple 
step-by-step guide, and unlock the 
mysteries of this delicious, fresh 
„ — and nutritious food with 
\ the Guide to Sushi a 


MM 


Mr Preview celebrates in style 


YOU STILL half-expect to see 
Andre Previn emerge as he mil 
surely be remembered; the 
Beatles-style haircut, the 
trendy polo-neck dress-shirt, a 
pop celebrity in classical music. 
Mr Preview, as Eric More- 
cambe so memorably dubbed 
him. What an extraordinary 
era that was. 

But Andre Previn, senior 
citizen, the London Symphony 
Orchestra's Conductor Laur- 
eate, will have many good rea- 
sons for enjoying the age he 
now is. T\vo of them were on the 
bill of fare for this 70tb birthday 
concert. They were English, 
naturally. They were old 
favourites, old affairs still 


Review 

L50/ANDRE PREVIN 

BARBICAN 

LONDON 


ongoing, his constant travelling 
companions. 

The love that Previn has al- 
ways expressed for Vaughan 
Williams's Fifth Symphony is 
self-evident now in his ability to 
chart its pilgrim's progress 
without seeming to do so. 
Where his famous London 
Symphony Orchestra recording 
urged us. implored us, to share 
in the experience, to journey 
with him to that particular 


WHAT A. difference a presenter 
of informed partisanship can 
make to a series such as Com- 
poser of the Week. Over the last 
few days, the familiar Radio 3 
tones of Paul Guinery have 
taken on a positively passion- 
ate urgency in the cause of 
Frederick Delius. Less famil- 
iar works, such as the violin 
and piano sonatas, are not just 
shapeless rhapsodies but 
structures generated by their 
own idiosyncratic processes. 
Guinery has argued, program- 
ming all four of them to prove 
it. But the most remarkable 
token of his enthusiasm turned 
14) in Tuesday's edition, with a 
specially made recording by 
the BBC Concert Orchestra 
under Vernon Handley of a 
substantial score from Delius's 
maturity which - incredibly, at 
so late a date - had never 
been performed before. 

Or; at any rate, not all of it 
Delius worked an A Ffoem of 


vantage point where we might 
glimpse at last the “Celestial 
City", the feeling now is one of 
ample cantoitmentin the deep 
and abiding consolation that 
tfaugjban W illiams 's Bunyan- 
inspired work invokes. 

The piece takes as tongas it 
takes, and as long as it takes 
wm never be quite long enough. 
The shadowy beasties that 
inhabit the mercurial scherzo 
are no longer as fleet-footed as 
they once were (Previn con- 
veniently erases the com- 
poser’s presto marking), but 
what was once a labour of love 
is now no labour at alL 

The old Previn (as opposed 
to old Previn's) mannerisms 


remain. The arms still float 
almost involuntarily above the 
head to lend height to the 
sound, to lift those violins back 
up to- where they belong. The 
left hand explicitly gestures a 
more intense vibrato, as if he 
himself were playing upon the 
entire section. And I don’t think 
it’s too fanciful to suggest that 
you hear his hard-earned 
authority in the sound now. 
The luminous string triads that 
stretched out before us at the 
start of the Romanza were 
both intangible and solid - a 
vision and a reality. The LSO 
strings don't produce that for 
just anybody. 

And so to Britten's Spring 


On The air 

bayan northcott 


L#e and Lone during the First 
World War, but was overtaken 
by the blindness and paralysis 
of his final years before he 
could revise it for publication 
and performance. Only in 1929, 
when he acquired an amanu- 
ensis in the young Eric Elenby 
was he able to resume com- 
posing by dictation- extracting 
passages from the lS-minute 
span of A Poem of Life and 
Love, providing new links and 
a different beginning and end- 
ing, and publishing the 19- 
minute result as A Song of 
Summer, If this suggests a 
process of distillation, the 
opportunity to hear one score 
after the other on Tuesday 
revealed a far more radical 
transformation -as if you were 
listening to two quite different 
works, which happened to 
share some of the same 
material 

Where the opening of A 
Song qf Summer is a serene 



Frederick Delias - a work rediscovered HvMonGetty 


seascape, A Poem of Life and 
Lone has a longs; darkty grop- 
ing introduction. There follows 
ah Allegro conspicuously echo- 
ing the style of his feu 1 earlier 
tone-poem Paris - perhaps for 
suppressed narrative reasons 


- and a central section of 
heroic landscape evocations 
and big dimaxes, tittle of which 
survives in the more idyllic 
later score. As Debus left it, A 
Poem of Life and Love is 
hardty a masterpiece, but its 


Symphony and the delight that 
Previn’s eomposerfy ear so 
plainly takes in it From the 
vmy start, as assorted percus- 
sion pfey out the death-raifie of 
winter, Uf s the quirkiness, the 
English eccentricity of the 
invention that grabs you. Eng- 
lish poetry found its musical 
match in Benjamin Britten. He 
could be just as jolly fey, coy, 
rumbustious - and profound. 
He could even be better. 

Henry Vhugban's “Waters 
Above" is ennobled in Britten’s 
setting, the fine rain of string 
sound in memorable juxtapos- 
ition to WH Auden’s “Out on 
the Lawn”, in which the strings 
are eliminated in favour of 


emergence fills a significant 
gap in his evolution and offers 
a fascinating insight into his 
creative process. Its recor ding 
and presentation also remind 
us that, in a musical envir- 
onment that is increasingly 
dominated by the market, 
there are certain culturally 
vital services that Radio 3 
alone is able to offer 
Half an hour after the Delius 
premfere, Radio 4 offered its 
own variation on life and .love 
in the first of a new series en- 
titled The Musical Side qfthe 
Family. This featured the bio- 
grapher Claire Tomalin re- 
calling her mother; Muriel 
Herbert- a gifted pianist and 
soug composer who studied at 
the Royal College of Music 
with Stanford, pleased Joyce 
and Yeats with her settings of 
their poems, and then - after 
foe aD-too-feunlBar pattern - 
lost her creative impetus in 
marriage and child-rearing. 


darkly nocturnal woodwind. 

Roberta Alexander’s plan- 
gent low notes sat weft here 


of alto flute and bass clarinet 4^ 
Her colleagues -Dame Pefirity*' 
Lott (looking very Aubrey . 
Beardsley! and John Mark 
Ainsley - were fine, too. 

And the LSO Chorus, as 
ever, excelled. That great 
moment in the finale (spring’s 
last fling) where they beerily 
hurl out their giddy waltz while 
children's voices raucously 
counterpoint “Sumer is icu- 
men in" felt like Previn’s birth- 
day present to himseffYbunger 
than springtime? In spirit 
Edward secrerson 


A selection of her song» 
specially recorded for the 
programme by the baritone 
Richard Uoyd-Morgan, sug- 
gested an accomplished, if not 
overly original, style pitched 
somewhere between the Ed- 
wardian balladry of Roger 
Quitter (who encouraged her) 
and the more sparely pastoral 
Gerald F fazi. 

Tbmafirfs purpose, howevei; 
was not to plead for a critical 
reappraisal but to convey the 


this music at her mother’s 
knee. Though - pparentiy 
racordeu every 

carefully chosen phrase ofher 
reminiscences came fraught 
with complex feeling affec- 
tion, sadness, s certain guilt 
perhaps, such as the self- 
realised tend to feel about 
parents who were prevented 


!So °“r a*r.« 




I found this programme 

extraordinarily touching. 
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New Films 


CENTRAL STATION (15) 

Director: Water Salles 

Starring: Fernanda Montenegro, Wiidus de OBveira 
Rio's teeming rail terminus serves as the 
effective lauqebpad for water SaDes’s Oscar 
nominated Brazilian fable. A road-movie of sorts. 
Central Station trails Fernanda Montenegro’s 
retired schoolmans and her abandoned nine- 
year-oM charge (played by Vmidus de Oliveira) 
on a hunt through the badlands of Sertao for 

the bvi's missing father. 

Thfe’trip tabes in all facets of BraziFs disparate, 
displaced and poverty-stricken culture, yet 
Salles steadfastly refuses to make any heavy- 
tahded political point here. Instead, his social 
critique remains implicit low-down in the mix. 
The fine, unshowy acting is set off nicely by 
Waiter Carvalho's haunting visuals, as Central 
Station blooms by degrees into a picture that is 
both intimate and universal. West End- Barbican 
Screen, C Lap ham Picture House. Curzon 
Moitfa ir, Netting Hill Coronet, Renoir, Rite# 
Cinema, Screen on the HiU, Virgin Chelsea 
Local: Croydon Clacktower 

PATCH ADAMS 02) 

Director Tom Shadyac 
Starring: Robin Williams. Monica Potter 
Through the hallowed halls of medical college 
goes Hunter “fttch" Adams (Robin Williams); a 
winsome shock-doc who has the patients in 
stitches while giving a collective hernia to the 
s tuny es tab lis hmenL Patch, you see, subscribes 
to the theory that laughter is the best medicine 
of alL i dling on your deathbed? Well, here's 
Patch to stick an gnsma bulb on his snout and 
send you off with a smile. Still not happy? No 
problemo: Patch has a whole heap more comedy 
tricks up the sleeves of his regulation white 
coat. Still that's Patch Adams : Awakenings 
without the angst. Dead Poets Society without 
the heart. It’s like the ultimate distilla tion of 


the ultimate Robin Williams movie: the life sucked 
out and replaced by syrup. West End: ABC 
Tottenham Court Road, Empire Leicester 
Square, Qdean Camden Than, Odean Ken- 
singtan, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage. UCI Whiteleys , Virgin Fulham Road, 
Iftpin TVocadem And local cinemas 

PLEASANTVUJLE 02) 

Director: Gary Ross 

Starring: Tobey Maguire, Reese Witherspoon 
See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End: Barbican Screen, Odeon Camden 
Tbwn, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza, Ritzy 
Cinema. UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea, Virgin 
Haymarket, Warner Village West End. And 
local cinemas 

SCHIZOPOUS (181 
Director Steven Soderbergh 
Starring: Steven Soderbergh 
Between Soderbergh’s The Underneath (a box- 
office bomb) and last year's Out qf Sight (a hit) 
came Schizopalis: a stop-gap experiment, a 
beaten retreat into art-house abstraction and 
evidence, perhaps, of a director in crisis. 

Pieced together on a thrift-shop budget, 
Sduzopalis is a bit of cinematic crazy-paving. 
Suburban manners, corporate paranoia, dental 
hygiene and the rituals of adultery are all 
deconstructed in energetic, scattergiw fashion, 
though it’s finally a shade too film-school wacky 
to warm to. While Schizopalis is undeniably the 
strangest film in the “American Independence' 
season that it's headlining, some of the other 
offerings (Clockwatchers, or Spike Lee’s Four 
Litiie Gzrisi are more rounded and satisfying. Eye 
of God, Niagara Niagara and Sticky Fingers of 
Time are also showing. West End: Curzon Soho 

Xan Brooks 


General Release 


AFFLICTION (15) 

SeifT he Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: ABC Sfuzjiesburp Avenue 

BELOVED (15) 

Jonathan Demme's adaptation of Thai Morrison’s 
multi-layered Pulitzer Prize-winner. Oprah 
Winfrey’s escapee slave struggles to cope with 
a visitation from a bewitched voodoo child who 
may (or may not) be the ghost of her dead 
daughter. Heartfelt acting and a vibrant visual 
sense paper over all manner of cracks. West End: 
Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End And local cinemas 

A BUG'S LIFE <U) 

A Bug’s Life sees humble insect Flifc falling in with 
a raggle-taggle flea circus in an effort to save his 
community from marauding grasshoppers 
(headed by Kevin Spacey). The script throws in 
passably witty gags and the animation proves a 
feat of technical ingenuity. West End: ABC 
Tottenham Court Road, Clapham Picture House, 
Odt~ nCamdenlbum, Odeon Kensington. Odean 
Marine Arch, Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss 
Cottage. Plaza. Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero. Warner Village 
West End And local cinemas 

FESTEH (THE CELEBRATION) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End: Chelsea Cinema, Clapham Picture 
House, Curzon Soho. Screen on Baker Street 

HIDEOUS KINKY H5> 

Through the teeming orange/red/turquoise 
backdrop of 1970s Morocco treads Kate Winslet’s 
hippie single-mum. her two daughters 
unwillingly in tow. Winslet does well with a 
change-of-pace role as the tale's permanently 
strung-out. unsated matriarch, and the child 
stars are startlingly good. West End- ABC Swiss 
Centre, Odeon Swiss Cottage. Renoir, Virgin 
Fulham Road 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

Full -throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
Emily Watson sustains Anand Thcker's warts- and- 
ail biopic of the Du Pro sisters. West End- ABC 
Panton Street . Curzon Soho. Local: Richmond 
Odeon Studio 

HOLY MAN (PGi 

Jeff Goldblum plays Ricky, a TV executive. 
Fearful for his job. Ricky uses spiritual wanderer 
G 'Eddie Murphy* as a frontman on his shopping 
show and sales go through the roof G. in turn, 
teaches Ricky a few soulful lessons -you know, about 
life and stuff Parts of Holy Man are funny, but the 
film never finds the right tone. Local cinemas 

HOW STELLA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 
Essentially this is Shirley Valentine with an 
Afro-American spin, but Angela Bassett works 
hard to make an impression among the slide- 
show of tourist-brochure visuals. West End 
\ irgiK Trocadero. And local cinemas 
LJ 

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA E BELLA) <PG> 
In Roberto Benigni's Oscar-nominated comedy 
he takes centre-stage as a clowning Jewish 
bookseller in fascist Italy. Spirited off to a death 
camp, he strives to comince his son that it's 
nothing more than an eccentric game West End : 
Curzon Soho. Curzon Minema, Odeon 
Kensir^tanRitzyCinemaScreenmtheHilLUCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea. Virgin Haymarket 
Repertory: Phoenix Cinema. And local cinemas 

PAINTED ANGELS 115) 

Jon Sanders’ revisionist western revolves around 
. a frontier brothel presided over by Brenda 
Flicker's no-nonsense madam. Earthy, 
naturalistic acting goes hand in hand with 
G«"-.id Packer's evocative visuals, though 
the" resolutely downbeat handling makes it 
slow-going at times. West End: Renoir 

PERDJTA DURANGO (18) 

Alex De La Iglesia’B quasi-sequel to David 
Lynch's Wild of Heart is a strutting caper, 
tequila-ed to the gills and running on a land of 
posturing waddness. WVsl End: Metro 


The Independent Recommends 

the Five best films the five best plays the five best Shows 



Festen (15) 

Danish director Thomas 
Vmlerberg’s superlative black 
comedy {right) concerns the 
60th birthday of a family 
patriarch who finds himself at 
the centre of dark secrets that 
unexpectedly emeige. 


The Thin Red Line (1 5) 

Tfcnence Malick returns to the screen after a 
20-year absence with a hugely ambitious film about 
(he battle of Guadalcanal A war movie of a sort, 
though what that sort might be is uncertain. 

Affliction (15) 

Paul Schrader's bleak, study in fatherhood and 
fatalism, adapted from Russell Banks's novel, 
stars Nick Nolle as a man struggling to escape the 
influence of his violent dad (James Cobum). 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Julia. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow head a multi-star cast 

Pleasantville (12) 

Two Nineties teenagers arc magicked into the world 
of a favourite Fifties sitcom and begin to exert a 
dramatic influence on its conformist black-and- 
white idyll- A witty, inventive parable. 


Anthony Quinn 


Shockheaded Peter 

(Lyric Hammersmith. London) 

The deliciously sinister Strowwelpctcr stories meet 
the macabre Tiger Lillies in a glorious, gorgeously 
gory evening of music theatre. To 10 Apr 


Blue Heart 

(The Pleasance. 

London) 

Bradng comedy and a 
dark heart in Max 

Stafford-Qarfs exemplary 
production of Caryl 
Chinduirs plavfoJ doubfc- 
biD (right). To 21 Mar 





(The Afoery. London) 

Sheila Hancock as the tight-fisted matriarch leads 
a triumphant cast in Gorky's comedy. To 27 Afar 

The Dispute 

(The Other Place, - Stratford) 

Marivaux's mordant 18th-century play about a 
sexual experiment is brought to life in this 
RSC/Lyrie Hammersmith co-production. To 20 Mar 

Burled Alive 

(Norchcott, Exeter) 

Mike Alfreds' crack company. Method and 
Madness, in a new play by Philip Osment, specialist 
in matters of the heart. To 27 Mar 

David benedict 


Jackson Pollock 

(Tate Gallery) 

Revelatory retrospective 
for the wild hero of 
Abstract Expressionism 
going-on Old Master: 
legendary for his great drip paintings (above), but 
widely unshown pore for 40 years. TodJun 

Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense portraiture ever. 

Exquisite mSanges of flesh and fabric, dreams of 
Sex and money, lb 25 Apr 

Monet in the 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

The gardens and lily ponds at Give my dissolve into 
fiery lights, liquid reflections, depths and voids, 
and, in tbe circumstances you wflL too. 7 o IS Apr 

Disasters of War 
(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

Three ages of European war through the 
etchings of Jacques Calloi, Goya and Otto Dix. 
Black-and-white visions from the blackest 
of times. To 20 Mar 

Richard Deacon 

(Tate Gallery, Liverpool) 

“New World Order”: more curvaceous assemblages 
of wood, metal, glass and plastic - some gigantic, 
some bumble - by the Eighties sculptor. To 16 May 

Tom Lubbock 


Cinema 

WEST END 


7t (PI) (15) 

Darren Aronofsky’s pungent debut idles between 
maths lesson and art class, as Sean Gullete’s 
New York number-cruncher ponders 
numerical code behind the holy Hebrew texts. 
What sustains Pi is the pure-blood ingenuity of 
its central conceit, its ongoing “mathematics is 
the language of nature" mantra and the louche, 
too-cool-for-school demeanour It all adds up 
West End : ABC Panton Street 

SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (15) 

In Steven Spielberg's Second World War drama. 
Captain John Miller (Tom Hanks) is dispatched 
with his squad on a compassionate mission to 
seek out a young private behind enemy lines -his 
three brothers have already been killed in 
combat - and return Mm home to safety. West 
End- Plaza. And local cinemas 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
WestEndABCTbttenkamCourtRoadClapham 
Picture House. Ehnpire Leicester Square, Odeon 
Camden lb um. Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mar- 
ble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
WhiMeys.VirgmF\iIhnmR£xidViTgm 
And Local cinemas 

THE THIN RED LINE (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: Clapham Picture House, Cate Notting 
Hill, Odeon Camden Town. Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Leicester Square. Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, Screen on 
the Green, UC! Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. Virgin 
Fulham Road And local cinemas 


THIS YEAR’S LOVE (18) 

A cast of Britain's finest (Kathy Burke, Ian Hart, 
Douglas Henshalletal) weave to and fro through 
David Kane's Camden-set essay on urban ro- 
mance. Kane's screenplay is generally witty and 
well-observed, but the film cranks what might 
have been a sublime one-hour teleplay into 
double its natural length. Still, that's modem 
romance for you - you cant fit it into tidy boxes, 
no matter how hard you by. West End Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensijigton. Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Wart End Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys. And local cinemas 

TITANIC TOWN (15) 

All aboard for Troubles -hit Belfast area 1972. The 
IRA and British forces are taking potshots at each 
other in the street Civilians are dying in the 
crossfire, lb the rescue comes Julie Walters's 
concerned local mum. who lobbies for a ceasefire 
and finds herself caught between the opposing 
factions. Roger Michell's feet -based fable is 
well-intentioned and honestly rendered, but it's 
faintly lightweight, too. Fbr a film implicitly about 
rage, waste and human passions, it’s low on 
dramatic oomph. West End' ABC Swiss Centre 

URBAN LEGEND (18) 

Jamie Blanks's stalk-and-slash romp is a 
strangely bland and inconsequential bloodbath: 
fresh-faced teens meeting their grisly end in a 
drama as cold and schematic as a daytime talk 
show. West End : Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Village West End And local cinemas 

YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS (18) 
Another troubling X-ray of American mores 
from In the Company of Men director Neil 
LaBute. West End ABC Piccadilly. Metro 

YOU’VE GOT MAIL <PG) 

Seasoned players Trim Hanks and Meg Ryan 
star in a contrived romantic comedy that's zapped 
out of its old-foshioned rut by a shrewd Internet 
plot hook: they squabble in daily life and get all 
gooey on-line. West End ABC Tottenham Court 
Road Clapham Picture House. Odeon Camden 
Town. Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch. 
Odeon Sims Cottage, Screen on Balter Street. 
UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Haymarket. Virgin Trocadero. Warner Village 
West End. And local cinemas 


ABC RANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) -e- Piccadilly 
Ocus Elizabeth 2.15pm, 5.15pm. 

8 . T 5pm Haary amf Jackie 2 .25pm, 
5.25pm. 8.20pm Loch. Stock €t 
TWo Smotdng Barrels 1.15pm. 
3.40pm, 6.10pm, 8.35pm it (PI) 
1.30pm, 3.35pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

ABC PKCADBLiy 

(0171-287 4322) G Piccadilly 
Circus Loved 1.30pm. 3.55pm. 
6.15pm. 8.35pm Ybur Friends 
and Neighbors 1.40pm. 4,05pm. 
6.25pm. 8.45pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) G Leicester 
Square Affliction 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 
6.05pm, 8.30pm Elizabeth 

1.45pm, 5.30pm. 8.10pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) G Leicester 
Square/ Piccadilly Circus The 39 
Steps (1935 Version) 1.10pm, 
3.05pm, 5pm. 7.05pm. 9pm 
Hideous Kinky 1.50pm. 4.05pm, 
6.15pm, 8.35pm I Think i Do 
4.40pm, 9.10pm Titanic Town 
2.25pm, 6.50pm La Vie Revie 
des Anges 1.45pm, 4.05pm. 
6.25pm, 8.45pm 

ABC TOTTBWAM COURT ROAD 

(0870-902 0414} ■& Tottenham 
Court Road A . Bug's life 4pra 
Patch Adams 1.15pm. 3.45pm, 
6.20pm, 9.05pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1.10pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm. 
9.25pm You've Got M@il 1pm. 
6.10pm, 9.15pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) G Moorgate 
Centra] Station 6.15pm, 8.40pm 
Pleasantville 6pm, 8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) G 5k»ne 

Square Fasten 2pm. 4.15pm, 
6.30pm. 8.50pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) G Clapham 
Common Central Station 1.45pm, 
4.20pm. 7pm. 9.20pm Festen 
2.15pm, 4.30pm. 6.50pm. 9.10pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1.30pm. 
6.30pm The TWn Ited Une 
1.15pm. 4.45pm, 8.1 5pm You've 
Got M@fl 4pm. 9pm 

CURZON MAYBUR 

(0171-369 1720) G Green Park 
Central Station 1.30pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) G Hyde Park 
Cot ner/K nig htsb ridge La Vita e 
Bella 3pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6p'm)) 
© Leicester Square/Tottenham 
Court Road Festen 2.15pm. 
4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm Fbur 
Little Girts 12.15pm. 9.15pm 
Hilary and Jackie 6.45pm 
Schizopolis 4.45pm La Vita 6 
Sella 1pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) G Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 3.40pm, 
7.20pm Patch Adams 1pm. 
3.40pm, 6.20pm. 9pm, 11.40pm 
The Prince of Egypt I.15pm 
Psycho 11.1 5pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12.15pm. 3pm. 6pm. 
8.45pm. 11.30pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) G Notting Hill 
Gate Buffalo 66 1 1 . 1 5pm The 
Thin Red Une 1.10pm. 4.30pm. 
7.50pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) <9 Piccadilly 
Orcus Ferdita Durango 2.30pm. 
4.45pm. 7pm. 9.15pm Your 
Friends and Neighbors 2pm, 
4.15pm, 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) G Notting Hill 
Gate Central Station 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) G Camden Town 
A Bug’s Life 11.40am. 1.35pm 
Patch Adams 12.05pm. 3.35pm. 
6.05pm. 8.45pm. 11.15pm 

Pleasantville 1 1.45am. 2.20pm. 
5.35pm, 8.25pm. 11.10pm 

Shakespeare in Love 2.55pm. 
8.20pm, 11.00pm The TWn Red 
Lane 11.55am. 3.25pm, 7.40pm, 
! 1 05pm This Year’s love 3.30pm, 
5.50pm. 8.50pm. 11.20pm Ybu*ve 
Got M@il 12.35pm. 5.50pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) <9 Piccadilly Chous 
Stepmom 12.35pm. 3.10pm, 

5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) G High Street 
Kensington Ratdi Adams 1 2.40pm. 
3.35pm. 6.30pm. 9.30pm, 

12.25am Pleasantville 12 30pm. 
3.25pm. 6.20pm. 9. 1 5pm 


Shakespeare In Love 1 2.25pm. 
3.20pm. 6.15pm. 9.10pm. 

12.05am The Thin Red Line 

12.45pm. 4.25pm, 8.05pm, 

11.45pm This Year's Love 
12.1 Sam La Vita e Bella 1 .05pm, 
3.50pm, 6.35pm, 9.20pm. 

12.05am You've Got M@Q 
12.50pm. 3.45pm. 6.4Cipm, 

9.35pm, 12.30am 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) -G- Leicester 

Square The Thin Red Laie 
12.40pm. 4.10pm. 7.45pm.. 

11.25pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) G Marble Arch 
A Bug's Life 1.55pm. 4.05pm 
Enemy of the State 11 .50pm 
Patch Adams 12.55pm, 3.40pm. 
6.30pm, 9.10pm, 11.55pm 

Pleasantville 12.40pm, 3.25pm. 
6.10pm. 9.15pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12.50pm. 3.35pm. 6.20pm. 
9.05pm The Thin Red Line 

I. 05pm, 4.35pm, 8.10pm, 

I I , 40pm This Year’s Love 
12midmght You've Got M@il 


12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm. 

9pm, 11.45pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) G Leicester 
Square A Bug's Ufe 2.25pm. 
4.30pm. 6.35pm, 8.40pm 

Elizabeth 12.35pm. 3.05pm, 

5.35pm, 8.20pm Lock, Stock 6 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.25pm. 
3.S5pm.'' 6; 2 Opm, 8.45pm The 
Siege 1.15pm, 3.40pm. 6.05pm. 
8.30pm Stepmom 1 2.30pm, 

3.05pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) G Swiss 
Cottage Hideous Kinky 6.1Qpm 
Lai Badshah 1pm, 4.30pm. 
7.50pm Patch Adams 12.30pm. 
3.15pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 

Pleasantville 12.10pm, 2.55pm.. 
5.40pm. 8.20pm Shakespeare 
In Love 12.40pm, 3.20pm. 

8.25pm The Thin Red Line 

12.35pm, 4.05pm, 7.45pm 

You’ve Got M@il 12.15pm. 

2.45pm, 5.30pm. 8.15pm 

ODEON WEST END 

1087 05-050007) G Leicester 
Square Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm This 
Year's Love 1.15pm, 3.40pm. 
6.15pm. 8.50pm 

PEPSI UMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) G Piccadilly 
Grcus Everest 4.45pm. 9.05pm L5 
(IMAX) 2 40pm. 7pm T-ltoe Bade 
to the Cretaceous (3-D) 1.35pm, 
3.40pm. 5.45pm. 8pm. 10.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) G Piccadilly Grcus 
A Bug’s Ufe 1pm. 3.1 5pm _ 
Pleasantville 12.15pm, 3pm,' 

5.45pm, 8.45pm Saving Private 
Ryan 12.30pm. 4.15pm. 7.45pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 6pm, 
8.30pm The Truman Show 
1.45pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) G Russell Square 
Central Station 1.35pm, 3.55pm, 
6.25pm. 8.45pm Hideous Kinky 
1.50pm. 6.35pm Painted Angels 
4.10pm. 8.55pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) 9R/G Brixton 
Beloved 8.40pm. 12midnight 
Central Station 2.1 5pm. 4.35pm, 
6.55pm. 9.15pm. II. 35pm 

La Grande Illusion 1.55pm 
Pleasantville 4.10pm. 6.45pm. 
9.20pm. 11.50pm Shakespeare 
in Love 1.45pm. 6.40pm The 
Thin Red Une 1.30pm. 4.50pm. 
8.10pm. 11.30pm This Year’s 
love 4.20pm. 9.10pm. 11.40pm 
La Vita e Bella 3.35pm. 6.10pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) G Baker Street 
The Celebration 3.10pm, 6.35pm. 
8.50pm Ybu'ue Got M@il 3.35pm, 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 
(0171-226 3520) G Angd The 
Thin Red Line 3pm. 7.30pm 


SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) G Belsize Park 
Central Station 4.30pm, 9.15pm 
La Vita fe Bella 2.10pm, 6.50pm 

UCI WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) G Bayswater 
Beloved 8.40pm A Bug’s Ufe 
1.30pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm 

Madeline 2pm Patch Adams 
1pm. 3 40pm. 6.25pm. 9.10pm 
Pteasamville 12.30pm. 3.30pm. 
6.30pm. 9.20pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1.20pm, 3.55pm. 6.40pm. 
9.30pm The Thin Red Une 
12.15pm. 4.30pm, 8.20pm This 
Year’s Love 4.20pm. 7pm. 
9.40pm La Vita 4 Bella 12noon. 
3.10pm. 6pm, 9pm You've Got 
M@H 12.40pm, 3.20pm, 6.10pm, 
8.50pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) G 5kune 

Square'South Kensington Central 
Station 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 9pm 


Pleasantville 1 2.30pm. 3.15pm, 
6pm. 8.50pm The Thin Red Line 
1pm. 4.30pm, 8pm La Vita i 
Bella 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9.10pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) G South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 2pm, 
4.30pm, 7.10pm. 9.30pm Little 
Voice 1.50pm, 4.10pm, 7pm. 
9.20pm Ratdi Adams 1.10pm, 
3.40pm, 6.20pm, 9pm 

Shakespeare ki Love 12.50pm, 
330pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm The 
Thin Red Line 1.20pm. 5.10pm, 
8.40pm You've Got M@if 1pm. 
3.40pm, 6.20pm. 9.10pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

[0870-907 0712) G Piccadilly 
Circus Pteasantvflle 1235pm. 
3.05pm. 5.45pm. 8.30pm La Vita 
e Bella 12.50pm. 3.20pm. 

5.50pm. 8.25pm You've Got 
M@il 12.40pm. 3.15pm. 5.55pm. 
8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) G Piccadilly 
Grcus Beloved 12.50pm, 4.20pm. 
8pm A Bug’s Ufe 12.05pm. 
2.10pm, 4.25pm, 6.35pm 

Bulwortti 9pm Enemy of the 
State 12noon, 230pm, 5.40pm, 
8.30pm, 11.20pm The Exorcist 
(25th Anniversary Rerelease) 
11 -30pm How Stella Got her 
Groove Back 1 1 30pm Patch 
Adams T 2.20pm, 3pm, 5.50pm, 
8.4‘Opm. 1 1 ,30pm'Shakespeare in 
Love T2noon, 2.40pm. 5.30pm, 
8.20pm. 11.20pm Urban Legend 
12.50pm, 3.30pm. 6.10pm, 

8.40pm. 11.10pm You’ve Got 
M@il 12.10pm. 2.50pm. 5.40pm 
8.50pm. 11.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) G Leicester Square 
Bdoued 1 30pm, 430pm, 820pm A 
Bug's Ufe 12.10pm. 230pm, 

450pm. 7pm, 925pm BuhvoriJi 
355pm. 8.50pm, 1125pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
1150pm The Opposite of Sex 
12,40pm. 320pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm, 

1 1.10pm Pteasahtvaie 12noon. 3pm. 
6pm. 9pm. 1 1 .50pm Practical Magic 
1255pm. 6pm Rush Hour 11.50pm 
Urban Legend 1150am. 2.10pm, 
430pm, 650pm, 9.10pm. 11.35pm 
Very Bad Thfcigs 1.40pm, 4.15pm. 
6.40pm, 9.05pm, 1130pm ltefue 
Got M@g 12noorv 12.50pm. 
2.50pm. 3.30pm. 5.40pm. 620pm, 
8.30pm. 9.1 5pm. 1 1 ,20pm 

12mickrighc. 

CINEMA 

London locals 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) «■ Park Royal 
Beloved 2.40pm, 6. 1 0pm A Bug's 
Ufe 1.10pm, 3.30pm, 5.40pm.' 
7.50pm. 10pm Enemy of the State 
11.20pm How Stella Got her 
Groove Back 12. 35am Patch 
Adams 1,40pm, 4.20pm. 7pm, 
9.50pm. 12.30am Pleasantville 
1 ,10pm, 3 50pm. 6.40pm. 9.30pm. 
12.20am Shakespeare In Love 
12.30pm. 3.10pm. 5.50pm, 8.30pm 
The Thin Red Une 12.40pm. 
t.50pm. 4.10pm. 5.20pm, 8pm. 
9pm. 1 1 .40pm This Year’s live 
9.40pm. 12midnig)it Urban Legend 

I. 30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm. 

II. 50pm Vivy Bad Things 12.10am 
You’ve Got M@a 1 2. 30pm. 3.20pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm. 11.30pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705-050007) e High 
Barnet A Bug's Ufe 12.30pm, 
2.30pm. 4.30pm Patch Adams 

I , 30pm, 3.45pm. 6.35pm. 850pm 
Pleasantville 12.45pm. 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm Shakespeare hi Love 
lpm. 3.25pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 
The Thin Red Une 12.40pm. 
3.50pm, 7.45pm You've Got M@11 
6.20pm. 8.45pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0412) BR: Beck- 
enham Junction A Bug’s Ufe 4pm 

Jack Frost lpm Pawn Adams 
12.45pm, 3.45pm. 6.45pm. 920pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1.15pm. 
6.05pm. 8.40pm You've Got M@H 
3,30pm. 6.15pm. 9pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ONEWORLD (0181 -303 1 550) BR: 
Berieyheath A Bug’s Ufe 1.15pm, 
5.40pm, 7.50pm Little Vbice 
2.15pm. 7pm. n.40pm Patch 
Adams 12noon, 2.25pm, 4.50pm. 
7,20pm. 9.45pm. 12.10am Pteas- 
anutUe 1.40pm, 4.20pm. 7.05pm, 
9.40pm. 12.10am Saving Private 
Ryan 12.25pm. 4.25pm, 8pm. 

II. 20pm Shakespeare In Love 

I. 30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9.10pm, 

II. 45pm Stepmom 1.20pm, 

4.15pm, 7pm The TWn Red Une 
12.50pm, 4.20pm, 7.50pm, 

11.20pm This Year’s Love 950pm. 
12.20am Urban Legend 9.35pm, 
11.45pm La Vita t Bella 430pm, 
9. 1 5pm Tbu’ve Got M@fl 12.25pm. 
2.50pm. 5.10pm. 7.30pm. 9.50pm, 
1 2.1 5am 


BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR: 
Bromley North/Bromley South A 
Bug’s. Life 12.25pm, 2.40pm, 
4.55pm Patch Adams 1.35pm, 
4.25pm. 7.05pm, 9.35pm Pleas- 
antvflle 1.40pm, 430pm, 7pm. 
9.4Qpm The TWn Red Line 1.15pm. 
5.05pm. 8.30pm You’ve Got M@H 
7.10pm. 9.45pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0181-461 1278] BR: Catford 
fttch Adams 2.25pm, 5.20pm, 
8.20pm Saving Private Ryan 
3pm, 7.30pm 


CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: West/East Croydon Central Sta- 
tion 3.30pm. 6pm, 8.30pm + Short 

SAFARI (0181 -688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon A Bug’s Ufe 5.40pm 
Hum Aapke DU Mein Rehte Ha In 
8pm. 11.15pm Lai Baadshah 
11pm Patch Adams 5.30pm. 
8.10pm. 10.45pm You’ve Got M@8 
5.35pm. 830pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon A Bug’s 
Ufe lpm, 3.30pm, 4.10pm, 6pm, 
8.40pm Enemy or the State 
11.10pm How Stella Gat her 
Groove Back 12.10am Patch 
Adams 1.20pm. 4pm. 6.50pm, 
9.35pm. 12.25am Pleasantville 
12.50pm, .3.40pm, 6.20pm, 

9.10pm, 12.05am Shakespeare in 
Love l.lQpni. 3.50pm, 6.30pm. 
9.20pm The Thfci Red Une 1 ,40pm, 
5.05pm, 8.25pm. 11.55pm This 
Ifear’s Love 2pm. 4.35pm. 7.10pm. 
9.55pm. 12.30am Urban Legend 
2.10pm, 4.30pm, 7pm. 9.45pm, 
12.15am Ybu’ue Got NKgXT 3.20pm, 
6.10pm, 8.55pm, 11.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020} 9 Dagenham Heathway 
A Bug’s Ufe 1.50pm. 3.55pm, 
6.10pm, 8.20pm. 10.40pm Fbrch 
Adams 1.25pm. 3.50pm, 6.20pm, 
8.50pm, 11.20pm Pleasancville 

I . 30pm. 4.05pm, 6 -50pm. 9.30pm, 
12.10am Shakespeare hi Love 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.40pm The TMn Red 
Une 2pm, 4.50pm, 5. 20pm, 
8. 1 0pm. 9pm. 1 1 ,30pm This Year’s 
Love 2.20pm, 4.40pm, 7pm. 
9.20pm, 1 1 .50pm Urban Legend 
2.50pm. 5.05pm, 7.20pm, 9.40pm. 
12midnight very Bad Things 

II. 25pm Yxr’ue Got M@B 1.40pm. 
4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm. 1 1 ,50pm 

EALING 

EALING VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD 
(0870-9070719) BRfO Eafing Broad- 
way patch Adams 1 2.30pm, 320pm, 
6pm, 9pm The Thin Red Une 
4.30pm. 8.15pm You've Got M@U 
2.20pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) 9 
Edgware Aa Ab Laut Oialen phone 
for times Daag phone for times Fhe 
Phone for times Kachche Dhaage 
phone for times Kudi Kerch Hota Hal 
phone for times You've Got M@H 
5.30pm. 8. 2 Opm Zakhm phone for 
times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
8BB990) ■& Tottenham Hale 
Beloved 7.30pm, 11pm A Bug's 
Life 1.45pm. 2.50pm. 4.30pm, 
5.30pm. 7.45pm, 10.10pm Enemy 
of the State 1 1 -40pm Holy Man 
12.20am How Stella Got her 
■Groove Back 8.50pm. 11.30pm 
Hum Aapke Ham Koun.,1 5.15pm 
Patch Adams 1 2. 50pm. 3.45pm. 
6.25pm. 9.20pm. T2midnight 
Pleasantville 1.10pm, 4pm. 7pm, 
9.40pm Rush Hour 12.10am Sav- 
ing Private Ryan 3.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.15pm. 3.55pm. 
6.40pm. 9.30pm The Thin Red Une 
12.30pm. 1.30pm. 4.15pm. 5pm, 
7.55pm. 8.30pm, 11.20pm This 
Year's Love 2.10pm, 6.45pm, 
7.05pm, 9.50pm Urban Legend 
7.15pm, 10pm. 12.30am La Vita 4 
Bella 3 05pm. 6.05pm. 9pm Ybu*ve 
Got M@tl 12.40pm, 3.35pm. 
6.20pm. 9.10pm. 11.50pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 

CORONET (01 71-703 4968) BR/G 
Elephant 6 Castle Patch Adams 
3,40pm. 6.05pm. 8.30pm This 
Year’s Love 4.05pm. 6.15pm. 
8.40pm Ybu've Got M<gUI 3.20pm, 
5.50pm. 8.25pm 

FELTHAM 

ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Fekham Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 11.10m 2.35pm, 6.15pm. 
9.45pm A Bug's UFe 1 1 am. 

I. 10pm, 3.20pm. 5.30pm, 7.50pm 

Daag 2.40pm. 9.20pm Hum Aapke 
Hain Kouiu.! 1 1 ,20am, 6pm Kachche 
Dhaage 11.30am, 5.45pm 

Kuch Kuch Hota Hal 11.30pm 
La 1/lfaris 2. 30pm, 9pm Lal Badshah 

II. 30am, 3pm. 8.10pm, 9.50pm 
Uttie Voice: 6pm My Name Is 
Joe 1 2midn|ght Patch Adams 
11.30am. 2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 
9.30pm, 12m!dnight Pteasantvflte 
11am. 130pm. 4pm. 6.40pm, 
9,20pm, 12midnlght Saving Private 
Ryan 1.30pm. 5.10pm, 8.50pm 


Shakespeare in Love lpm, 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9pm Stepmom 
11,50am. 2.20pm, 7.20pm The 
Thin Red Une 1 1.20am. 1pm. 
2.40pm, 4.30pm. 6.10pm. 8pm, 
9.40pm. 11.30pm This Year's 
Love 11.30am. 1.45pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm, 8.55pm, 11.15pm Urban 
Legend 5pm. 9.50pm, 12.20am 
You’ve Got M@il 11.10am. 
1.50pm, 4.25pm. 7pm, 9.30pm 
Zakhm 1 1.40pm 

FINCHLEY 

WARNER VILLAGE FINCHLEY 
ROAD (0171 -604 3059) G- Finch- 
ley Road A Bug's Life 1.30pm. 

3 50pm. 6.10pm. 8.20pm Patch 
Adams 12.30pm. 3.10pm, 

5.50pm. 8.25pm Pleasantville 

I . 1 5pm, 3.55pm, 6.40pm. 9.30pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.50pm. 
3.40pm, 6.20pm, 9.15pm The 
Thin Red Lire 1 pm. 2pm. 4.25pm. 
5.30pm. 8pm, 9pm This Year's 
Love 1.20pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 
9.10pm Urban Legend 10.25pm 
You've Got M@il 12.40pm. 
3.25pm, 6.05pm. 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE NORTH 
FINCHLEY (0181-446 9344) 
G East Finchley/Finchley Central 
A Bug’s Life 12noon. 2.10pm. 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.30pm Enemy 
or the State 11.20pm Patch 
Adams 12.55pm. 3.30pm. 

6.15pm, 9pm. 11.50pm Pleas- 
antville. 1.20pm. 4pm. 6 40pm. 
9.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.35pm. 3.20pm, 6pm 9.1 Opm 
The Thin Red Une 12.45pm, 
4.40pm. 8.40pm This year's Love 
4.45pm, 9.50pm. 12.15am Ur- 
ban Legend 1.15pm, 3.40pm. 
7.20pm, 9.40pm VetY Bad Things 

II. 50pm La Vita e Bella 2pm. 
7. 10pm You've Got M@i! 1 05pm. 
3.50pm, 6.50pm. 9.30pm 

GOiDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) G Golders 
Green Patch Adams 2.45pm. 
5.30pm, 8,20pm 

GREENWICH 

GREENWICH CINEMA (0181 -293 
0T01) BR: Greenwich Pleas- 
antville 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm. 
11.30pm Shakespeare In Love 
7pm The Thin Red Une 4pm. 
7.30pm, 1 0.55pm This Year’s 
Love 1 1 .45pm You’ve Got M@il 
4.35pm, 9.20pm 

HAMMERSMITH 
VIRGIN (0870-907 07 1 8) G Raven- 
scotrrt Paht A Bug's Ufe phone for 
times Jungle 2 Jungle phone for 
times Patch Adams phone for 
times 5hakespeare in Love phone 
for times The Thin Red Une phone 
for times You've Got NKg>il phone 
for times 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-902 0413) G Belsize 
Park A Bug’s Life 1.15pm Jack 
Frost 1 .05pm Patch Adams 
2.15pm. 5.30pm. 8.30pm Shake- 
speare In Love 2.35pm. 5.15pm. 
8.15pm You've Got M@il 2pm. 
5.40pm. 8.20pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI (0181-426 0303) G Har- 
row -on-t he- Hill/Harrow & Weald- 
Stone Fire 7pm Hum Aapke Hain 
Koun..! 1.30pm. 5pm. 8.45pm Lai 
Baadshah 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) G Harrow -on -the- Hill 
Beloved 6.20pm A Bug's Ufe 
11.20am, t ,40pm. 4.10pm. 

6.10pm. 8.30pm Enemy of the 
State 10.50pm Patch Adams 
12.30pm, 3 15pm, 6pm, S.45pm. 
11.30pm Pleasantville 12.50pm. 
3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9 15pm. ^mid- 
night Shakespeare in Love 
12.40pm, 3.30pm. 7pm. 9.40pm 
The Thin Red Line 1 2.50pm. 
1.50pm. 3.50pm, 5.30pm. 7.40pm. 
9pm, 11.10pm This Year's Love 
12.20pm. 3.25pm, 9.55pm Urban 
Legend 12rtoon. 3pm. 5.20pm. 
7.50pm, 10.10pm, 12.20am Very 
Bad Things 12.20am Ybu've Got 
M@i] 1.20pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9.30pm. 12.10am 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON 108705-050007) G Hol- 
loway Road Beloved l.35pm- 
5.10pm. 8.45pm A Bug's Ufe 
1pm. 3.20pm. 5.35pm. 7.50pm. 
10.05pm Patch Adams 1.55pm. 
4.30pm. 7.05pm. 9.45pm Pleas- 
antvWe 1,15pm. 4pm. 6.45pm. 
9.30pm 5hakespeare in Love 
1 . 1 0pm. 4 05pm. 6.50pm. 9 35pm 
The Thin Red Une 1 20pm. 
4.55pm„ 8.40pm This Year's Love 
2.10pm. 4.40pm. 7.10pm, 9 50pm 
Ybu'ue Got M@H 1. 25pm. 4 10pm. 
fi.55pm, 9.40pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705-050007) G Gants 
Hill A Bug’s Life 1 1 .55am, 2pm. 
4pm. 6.05pm Madeline 1 2.40pm 
Patch Adams 12.1 Opm. 2.50pm. 
5.50pm. 8.30pm Pleasantville 
12noon, 2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Shakespeare in Love 8.05pm The 
Thin Red Line 12.35pm. 4pm, 
7.30pm You’ve Got M@ll 2.40pm. 
5.40pm, 8.20pm 
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KILBURN 

TRICYCLE CINEMA (0171-328 
1000) © KJIbum La Vita 6 Sella 
4pm, 7pm. 9.1 5pm 


KINGSTON 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-902 0409) 
BR: Kingston Jack Frost 12.50pm. 
3.05pm Patch Adams 2.30pm, 
5.40pm, 8.20pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.10pm. 5.20pm. 8.05pm 
You've Got M@J1 2.20pm. 
5.30pm. 8.10pm 


IMALTON-ON-THAME5 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
2528251 BR: Waicon-on-Thames 
Hideous Kinky 3pm. 5.40pm The 
Thin Red Line 7.40pm You've Got 
M@il 3.30pm. 6.05pm, 8.35pm 


Theatre 

West End 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351} 

BR: Eltham Patch Adams 3.40pm. 
6.05pm. 8.30pm You’ve Got M@il 
3.20pm. 5.50pm. 8.25pm 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: times and prices for the week; 
running times include intervals- • 
— Seats at all prices » — Seats at 
some prices Q— Returns only Mati- 
nees— [7J: Sun. |3]:Tue, [41: Wed. 
[5|: Thur. [6|: Fri. [7]: Sat 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Wfebber’S 
Gothic musical Her Majesty's Hay- 
market SW1 (0171-494 54004x344 
4444) ©Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
MP1 3pm. E10-E35. 150 mins. 


First r’ AT t last Call 


M US WELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) © High- 
gate A Bug's Life 2.1 5pm. 4.1 5pm 
Patch Adams 1pm. 3.30pm. 6pm, 
8.30pm The Thin Red Line l ,25pm, 
4.35pm, 7.50pm This Yfear's Love 
6.20pm You've Got M@fl 8.40pm 


W1 LUES DEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) 
© Wlllesden Green Shakespeare In 
Love 6.30pm, 9pm Small Soldiers 
4.30pm 


PECKHAM 

PECKHAM PREMIER (0181-235 
3006) BR: Peck ham Rye Beloved 
4.15pm. 7.35pm. 10.55pm A Bug’s 
Life 5pm. 7pm How Stella Got her 
Groove Back 9.05pm 1 1.40pm 
The Parent Trap 1.50pm Patch 
Adams 4pm, 6.30pm. 9pm, 
!!.30pm Pleasantvllle 4.10pm. 
6.40pm, 9.10pm, ii.45pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 1 .45am The Thin 
Red Line 4.10pm, 7,30pm. 

10.55pm You’ve Got M@il 4.20pm, 
6.50pm. 9.20pm. 11.50pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/© 
Wimbledon/Souch Wimbledon 
A Bug's Life 1 .1 0pm Patch Adams 
12.50pm, 3.20pm, 5.50pm. 

8.30pm, 11.50pm Pteasantville 
2.30pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm, 11.1 5pm 
Shakespeare in Love 2.55pm. 
5.45pm, 8.25pm The Thin Red line 
12.50pm, 4.10pm. 7.40pm. 

io.55pm This Year's Love 1 1, 20pm 
You've Got M@il 1 2.25pm, 
3.10pm, 5.50pm. 8.30pm 


IJUHAPEU5 David Sachet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer's acclaimed 
djflma.OMWcTheCut.SE1 {0171- 
928 76I6/cc 420 0000) BR/© Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4) [7[ 
2.30pm. £7. 50- £30. 180 mins. 


P RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
h&ne and set in motion tfay Newlfcrfc, 
Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Avenue, 
WC2 (07000-211221) ©HolbOfTVlbtt 
Q Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [41171 3pm. 
El2.5O-E32.50. 160 nans. 


> RICHARD m Robert IitK&ty stars 
as the historical villain. Savoy Strand. 
W O. (01 71-836 8888) © Charing 
X/Emhankmenc. Mon-Sac 7.30pm, 
[7J 2.30pm, E10-E27.50. 


• ANIMAL CRACKERS Revival Of 
the chaotic Marx Brothers stage 
show. Lyric Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Wl (0171-494 5045/cc 344 4444) 
BR/© Picc Grc- Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[4|[7| 3pm. £3.50-630. 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 

deraocsu^rft^i^of^^rcfugh 
survivor, in rep. today 2.30pm & 
7.30pm. ends 5 Apr 


First Call 

CURRENTLY in the studio working on new material, 
Jamiroquai have announced a summer date. Fronted 
by the big-hatted Jay Kay (right), the band’s first 
mainstream success came with their debut album. 
Emergency on Planet Earth, which launched their 
unique blend of soul and add jazz. This was followed 
by Return of the Space Cowboy, and last year's hit 
single, “Deeper Underground", taken from the film 
soundtrack, Godzilla. A new single and album will be 
released prior to a full UK tone 
NEC, Birmingham (0121-780 4133 ) 12 Jun 


PURLEY 

ABC [0870-902 0407) BR: Purley 
Patch Adams 5.40pm. 8.20pm 
Pleasantville 2.10pm. 5.10pm, 
7.55pm You’ve Got M@U 2.05pm. 
5.20pm. 8pm 


WOOD GREEN 

NEW CURZON (0181-347 6664) 
©Turnpike LaneAa AbLautChaJen 
7.15pm Daag 10.45pm Kadictie 
Dhaage 3.30pm 


• ART Tom Mazmian, Danny Webb, 
and Gary Olsen in Yasmiua Reza’s 
comedy about art and friendship. 
Wyndham’s Charing Cross Road. 
WC2 (01 71-369 1 736/cc 867 1 1 1 1) 
© Leic Sq. Tue-5ac 8pm. (4) 3pm, 
[7J[l] 5pm. E9. 50-627 .50. 90 mins. 


• LYTTLETON: The Forest Alan Ay- 


black social satire stars Frances de 
la Thur. In rep, tonight 7.30pm. 


PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-902 0401) © Putney 
Bridge. BR: Putney. Patch Adams 
2.15pm. 6.45pm, 9.30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 2.15pm, G.30pm. 
9.1 5pm You've Got M@il 2. 1 5pm, 
6.30pm, 9.30pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC [0181-989 3463) ©South 
Woodford Patch Adams 2.40pm. 
5.50pm. 8.20pm Shakespeare (n 
Love 2.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 
VbuVe Got M@il 2.30pm. 5.20pm. 
8 . 10 pm 


» BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 
ish family musical -based on Dis- 
ney's cartoon version ot the farourite 
fairy -tnle. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. Wl (0171-656 1888) ©Ton 
Ct Rd. Mon-5at 7.30pm. [4|[7] 
2.30pm. £18.50- £35. 150 mins. 


•LYTTLETOhL NT2000: A Street- 
car Named Desire Tennessee 
Williams’ enduring drama. Ibnighr 
6pm. 


RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR© Rich- 
mond Patch Adams lpm. 3.40pm, 
6.30pm, 9.10pm Shakespeare In 
Love 1230pm. 330pm. 6. 10pm. 9pm 
The Thin Red Line 1 2.50pm. 4.30pm, 
8.10pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal Pleasantvllle 
3pm. 5.35pm, 8.20pm Urban Leg- 
end 3.45pm. 6pm 


• BLOOD BROTHERS TODy Rua- 
seJTs tong-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 71 -369 1 733) 
© Leic Sq/Toct Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (5J 3pm. [7( 4pm. El 1 .50- 
E32.50. 165 mins. 


• OLIVIER; Troll us and Cresslda 
John Caird and ’frevor Nunn direct 
Shakespeare’s retnrcntion of Borne: 
In rep. tonight 7pm. 1 50 mins. Ofivi- 
er& Lyttelton: E8-£27.Coctedoe 612- 
£18, IMT2000: £4. cones E3- Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank, SE1 (0171- 
452 BOOQ] BR/© Waterloo. 


Last Call 

although rr may not have received the rave reviews 
that greeted its initial opening in Stratford, it is stQl 
worth seeing one of the last West End performances 
of Bartholomew Fair. While director Laurence Boswell 
may have let the production coast along on momentum 
from its earlier warm reception, Ben Jonson’s energetic 
comedy still manages to stand on its own two feet 
Jacobean hedonism is given a 1990s kicks tart as a 
multitude of wily oddball characters come together to 
enjoy all kinds of sleazy, fun. 

Young Vic, London SEl ( 0171-928 6363 ) to 25 Mar 



Cinema 

Repertory 


• BUDDY Musical blog-show trac- 
ing the brief Ufa of Buddy Holly. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) © Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm. Fri 5.30pm & 
8.30pm. Sat 5pm 6 8.30pm, mats 
[1] 4pm. £l 0-E30. half price Friday 
matinees. 160 mins. 


ROVAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
• THE Pm Bad Weather Robert 
Holman’s examination of the break- 
down in family relationships. In rep. 
tonight 7.15pm. The Pit: £11- 
£18.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 8891) BR/© Barbican. 


BRISTOL 

HIPPODROME THEATRE Phan- 
tom of the Opera Tbur of Andrew 
Lloyd ftfebber's huge hit musicaL 
Mon-Sac 7.30pm. macs Wed & Sat 
2.30pm. ends 22 May. E10-E30. 
cones available. St AugusOnes Parade 
(0117-929 9444) 


exhibitions Classical 


EVENTS 


ODEON STUDIO (08705-050007) 
B&© Richmond A Bug’s Life 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm Hilary 
and Jackie 1.30pm Little Voice 
9.30pm PleasamvUle 1pm, 3.40pm, 
6.20pm. 9pm This Year's 
Love 4.10pm. 6.30pm. 9.20pm 
Ybu've Got M@ll 1pm, 3.50pm, 
6.30pm. 9.10pm 


LONDON 

CINE LU MERE Queen sherry Place. 
SW7 (0171-838 2144/2146) Trois 
Places Pour le 26 (Nq 8.30pm 


• CATS UOTdWdiber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 


• YOUNG VIC Tift of the dey 
Stephen ftflakoff's drama exploresme- 
efia control in the ear(y (fays of TV and 
radio, ki rep, tonlgit 7.15pm. RSC at 
the \faung Me £1 4-E20. The Cut, SET 
(0171-928 6363) BR/© VSbtertoo. 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford. 
Patch Adams 2.10pm. 5.10pm, 
8.10pm Pleasantville 2.20pm, 
5.20pm. 8.20pm You've Got M@il 
2.35pm. 5.30pm. 8.40pm 


ICA CINEMA The Mall, SW1 (0171- 
930 3647) Hamam: The Thi-klsh 
Bath (NC) 5pm Identification of a 
Woman (18) 6.30pm Salaam Cin- 
ema (NC) 7pm. 9pm Zabriskle 
Point (18) 9.15pm 


sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171 -405 
0072/cc 404 4079} © Coven c Gar- 
den/Holborn. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
[3|[71 3pm. E10.50-E35. 165 mins. 


D CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Nk^ Davies star in this hit Broad- 
wtQr musical AdelphJ Maiden Lane, 


O SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees. Lon don Ral- 
ladkim Argyll Street Wl (0171-494 
5020) © Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. [4)]7] 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 135 mins. 


CAMBRIDGE 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS THEATRE 
Hushabye Mountain Jonathan Har- 
vey's new play with the twin setting 
of Heaven and Earth. Tue-Sat 
7.45pm. mat Sat 2.30pm. ends 
13 Mar. £5-614.50 St Edwards 
Passage (01223-503333) 


BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC SO- 
CIETY Between Two Worlds: Pio- 
neering British Women 
Photographers Including Madam 
Ybnaxte and JuBaMai^ret Cameron. 
On the Wats: SMa Ferrari and Chris- 
tian Ynaraja Artists from Barcelona 


BRISTOL 

ST GEORGE'S BRANDON HILL 
Mikhail Kazakevich The pianist 
plays Mussorgsky and Chopin. 
Tonight 7.30pm. £6-£T2. Brandon 
Hill (0117-923 0359) 


CHICHESTER ' 

CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Pirates of Penzance Paul Nicholas 


Memory and Skin: Joy Gregory 
Interactive photographic installa- 
tion. Mon-Sun 9.3Gam-5.30pm. 
ends 21 Mar. £2.50. cones £1.75. 
The Octagon Galleries. Milsom 
Street (01225-462841) 


CARDIFF 

ST DAVIDS HALL National Or- 
chestra of Wales/Kramer Works by 
wnrutel including the Water Music. 


PORTSMOUTH ■ . 

PLAY UP POMPEY Memorabjf* , 
photographs and audio-visual : 

pfays celebrating the centenary of - ' f : 

Portsmouth Fbotbali Club. Today 
1 0am-5. 30pm. ends 1 Apr. free. Gty 
Museum & Art Gallery, Museum- 
Road (01705-827261) 


Tonight 7.30pm. £7-620. The Hayes 
(01222-878444) 


stars in this swash-buckling re- 
working of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
classic. 12 & 13 Mar. 7.30pm. 
£5.50-£21. cones available. Oakiands 
Park (01243-781312) 


THE LUX CINEMA Heaton Square. 
N1 . (01 71 -684 0201 ) Rim and The 
Women's Movement: Shorts (NC) 
7pm Leigh Bowery in Perfor- 
mance (NC) 9pm 


WC2 (0T71-344 0055} ©Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm, I4||7[ 3pm, £16- 


X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 14|[7{ 3pm, £16 
£36 (inc booking fee). 130 mins. 


ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705450007) 
BR: Romford A Bug's Life 12.10pm. 
2pm. 2.30pm. 4.15pm, 4.50pm. 
6.30pm. 7pm, 8.40pm Patch Adams 
12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.40pm. 9.1 5pm 
Pleasatttvilte 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
6.20pm. 9pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 pm, 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.50pm The 
Thin Red Line 12.30pm, 4pm, 
7.30pm This Year's Love 1.30pm. 
4.40pm. 6.55pm. 9.15pm Urban 
Legend 9.10pm You've Got M@fl 
12.15pm. 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.20pm 


NATIONAL FILM THEATRE South 
Bank. SEl (0171-928 3232) Orphee 
(PG) 2.30pm Ybaba (PG) 6.15pm 
Sammy and Rosie Get Laid: Hanif 
Kurelshi ( 1 8) 6.30pm Only Angels 
Have Wings (NC) 7.30pm Home for 
the Holidays (1 5) 8.30pm The Ex- 
orcist (25ch Anniversary Rere- 
lease) (18) 8.40pm 


• THE COLOUR OF JUSTICE 
Dramatisation of the Stephen 
Lawrence case. Victoria Palace Vic- 
toria Street. SW1 (0171-8341317) 
BR/© Victoria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [5[ 
2pm. [7] 4pm. ends 13 Mar, 
£5-£1 5.50. 


» SHOCKHEADED PETER Junk 
opera, featuring the Tiger Lillies. 
Lyric Hammersmith King Street. W6 
(0161-741 2311) ©Hammersmith. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7] 2.30pm. ends 
10 Apr. E5-£18. 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Potter (1900- 
1981) Retrospective (rf the artist’s 
paintings. Mon. Tue, Thur- Sat 10am- 
5pm, Sun 2 pm- 5 pm. ends 28 Mar. 
free. Church Street (01273-290900) 


LONDON 

ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL London 
FMlharmonto/Serebrfer Music in- 
spired by tango and flamenco. Tonight 
7.30pm. E5-E1 6. © Waterloo. 


RUGBY 

BEER FESTIVAL A wide range of fine 
ales, including local brews, plus en- 
tertainment. Tonight 6pm- U pm. 
ends 13 Mar. £2, CAMRA mens free. 
Railway Club. Hillmorton Road. 
(01788-5217611 


MUSIC 

POP 


PHOENIX CINEMA High Road. N2 
(0181-444 6789) La Vita & Bella 
(PG) 1pm. 3.40pm, 6.20pm. 9pm 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) The Reduced Shake- 
speare Company fast-forward 
through 37 plays. Criterion Pic- 
cadilly Circus. Wl (0171-369 1747) 
© Picc Grc. Wed-Sat 8pm, [5[ 
3pm. [7J 5pm. [1| 4pm. £10-625. 
120 mins. 


• SLAVAS SNOW5HOW Slava 
Ftilounine returns to London with his 
mesmeric show. Piccadilly Denman 
Street Wl (01 71 -369 1 734) © Picc 
Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5][7] 
2.30pm. E10-E27.50. 


COLCHESrat 

MERCURY THEATRE The La- 
dyWBers Stage adaptation of the 1955 
Ealing Comedy classic. Mon-Wed 
7.30pm. Thur-Sat 8pm. ends 27 Mar. 
£7 J50-E 15.50. cones available. Balk- 
erne Gate (01206-573948) 


OPERA 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLFINI Accelerator Hbrfcty an 
international group of artists, m- 


Suzy Spence. Mon-Sat 10am-7pm, 
Sun l2noon-6pm. ends 28 Mac free. 
Narrow Quay (01 1 7-929 9191) 


I STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber's hi-tech roller-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171 -41 6 6070) BR/© Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [3][7] 3pm, 
£12.50-£30. 150 mins. 


EXETER 

NORTHCOTT THEATRE Buried 
Alive Philip Oament's play about a 
photographer who captures afcorrific 
execution on film. Mon-Ri 7.30pm. 
Sat 8pm. ends 27 Mar. E7-£15. 
Stocker Road (01 392-493493) 


CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZWlLLiAM MUSEUM Picasso 
and Matisse Prints, drawings, and 
ceramics from the museum's col- 
lection. Ends 1 1 Apr. 

Recent Acquisitions of Contempo- 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM Oipheus and 
Eurydlce Gluck's opera in a revival 
of Martha Clarke's production. 
Tonight 8pm. £5-£55. Sc Martin's 
Lane, WC2 (0171-632 8300) 
© Leicester Square/Charing Cross. 


BRIDGEND 

WISHBONE ASH Classic rock peren- 
nials. Bridgend Recreation Centre 
Angel Street (01656-657491)- 
Tonight 8pm. phone for prices - 


Dance 


LONDON WV- 

BILLY BRAGG AND THE BLOKES 
The Bard of Barking follows up his 
Woody Guthrie project with a UK tom 
Biackheach Halls Lee Road (01 81- 
463 0100) BR: Blackheath. Tonight 
7.30pm. E12. cones £10.50. 


V * 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup 
Patch Adams 2.20pm. 5.20pm, 
8.20pm Saving Private Ryan 
3pm. 7.30pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907 071 7) BR: Crick- 
lew ood A Bug's Ufe 2.15pm. 
4.35pm. 7pm How Stella Got her 
Groove Back 11.45pm Patch 
Adams 1pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm, 
9.15pm. 12midnight Pleasantvllle 
I pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm. 
1 2 midnight Shakespeare In Love 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.50pm. 1 1 .45pm 
The Thin Red Lme 1 .1 5pm, 4.45pm. 
8.20pm This Year's Love 9.15pm. 
I2midnight Urban Legend ^mid- 
night You've Got M@H I pm. 
3.45pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) The Mask 
of 2torro (PG) 1 .1 5pm Pecker (18) 
4pm Out of Sight (1 5) 6.30pm Psy- 
cho (1 5) 9pm The Rocky Horror 
Picture Show (15) 1 1.45pm 


O COPENHAGEN Drama from 
Michael FVayn about the (fiscovay of 
the atom. Duchess Catherine Street. 
WC2 (01 71-494 5075/cc 344 4444) 
© Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[51[7[ 2.30pm, £10-£30. 145 mins. 


□AMERICAN BHPORT5: THREE 
DAYS OF RAIN Drama about the 
strange legacy left to two children by 
their father Don mar Warehouse 
Eariham Street, WC2 (0171-369 
1 732) © Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
8pm. ends 1 3 Mar. £8-£1 5, mats £8. 


GUILDFORD 

MILL STUDIO, YVONNE ARNAUD 
THEATRE Jump oo Cow Heaven De- 
piction of an East End villain on the 
run. Tonight 8pm. £8, cones £5. Mill- 
brook (01483-440000) 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road. W6 (0171-420 0100) 
Pal ooka vide (15) 6.45pm + Buf- 
falo 66 8.4Spm 


WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (01 81 - 
568 1 1 76) La Classe de Nelge (1 5) 
1.30pm. 7.15pm Shakespeare in 
Love (15) 5pm. 9pm 


• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Little stars in this witty and 
wise comedy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl (0171- 
494 5070) © Picc Ore. Mon-Thur 
8pm, Fri-Sat 6pm & 8.45pm, £10- 
£25. cones available. 


> TRUST Gary MitcheiTs new play 
about a Belfast Mr IhdL Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street. WC2 (0171-565 5000) 
© Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7pm. ends 3 Apr. 
£10. cones £5. 


YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE Sud- 
denly Last Summer Tennessee 
Wnbams' duffing tale of^ mother(ytove 
starring Sheila Gish. Mon-Thur 
7.45pm. Fri-Sat 8pm. mats Thur & 
Sat 2.30pm. ends 13 Mar. £10- 
£12.50. cones available. Millbrook , 
(01483-440000) 


of the East Coast, lithographs, wood- 
cuts and screenprints. Ends 2 May. 
Rembrandt and the Passion lire 
museum's outstanding collection of 
prints. Tue-Sat 1 0am-5pm. Sun 
2.1 5pm-5pm, ends 20 Jun, free. 
Trumping ton Street (01223-332900) 


CANTERBURY 

MARLOWE THEATRE Phoenix 
Dance presents Five World Pre- 
mieres Innovative new work from 
Dwight Rhoden. Tbrvghc 7.30pm. 17- 
El 1 .50. The Friars (01 227-787787) 


STIFF LITTLE FINGERS Veteran Ul- 
ster punks tour a new album. Hope 
Street The Forum Hlghgate Road, 
NWS (0171-344 0044) Tub4BR 
Kentish Town. Tonight 7pm. £12.50. 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/© 
Stratford East A Bug's Life 1 ,30pm. 
3.35pm Patch Adams 12.45pm, 
3.15pm, 5.45pm. 8.15pm Pleas- 
antville 2.40pm. 5.20pm. 8pm. 
10.35pm The Thin Red Une 3pm. 
6.20pm. 9.45pm This Year's Love 
10.45pm Ybu've Got M@il 5pm, 
7.45pm. 10.15pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA 
(01273-602503) The Apple (Sib) 
(PG) 2.1 5pm. 6.45pm Central Sta- 
tion (15) 4.15pm, 8.45pm Don't 
Look Now (18) 11.15pm 


I DR DOUTTLE Phmip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hfin- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queer Caroflne Street. W6 
(0171-416 6022) ©Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7| 2.30pm. 
E12.50-E32.50. 150 mins. 


• VASSA Stage version of Marina 
Gorky’s tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden family Albery St Mar- 
tin's Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1730) 
©Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. I5J[7| 
3pm. ends 27 Mar. C5-E29.50, 


BRISTOL 

CUBE CINEMA (0114-907 4191) 
Buffalo 66 (1 5) 6.30pm, 8.45pm 
The Doom Generation (18) 8pm 


» GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit Ebn starring Darren Day 
Cambridge Eariham Street, WC2 
(0171-494 5080) ©Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7J 3pm, £10- 
£32.50. 150 mins. 


I THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama examining ideas of ghosts and 
angels. Royal Court Downstairs (at 
the Duke OF Ybrk's) St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (01 7 1 -565 5000) © Le- 
ic Sq/Charing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4J171 3.30pm. £5-£25. 90 mins. 


LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE A Pas- 
sionate Woman Kay Meflor's com- 
ic and poignant comedy about a 
Leeds mum. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. ends 
20 Mar. E6.50-E 14.50. cones avail- 
able. Belgrave Gate (01 16-253 9797) 


LONDON 

BARBICAN ART GALLERY Africa 
by Africa: A Photographic View Im- 
ages from sub-Saharan Africa. 
Picasso and Photography: The 
Dark Mirror Yfarfcs exploring tire 
Spanish master’s relationship with 
photography Mon. Thur-Sat 10am- 
6.45pm, Tue 10am-5.45pm. Wed 
T0anv7.45pm. Sun 1 2noon-6.45pm. 
ends 29 Mar. £5. cones' £3. from 
Mon-Fri £3 after 5pm. Silk Street 
EC2 (0171-6384141) ©Barbican. 


LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pena Fla- 
menco presents La Musa Gltana 
World class flamenco. Tue-Sat 8pm, 
mat Sat. Sun 3pm. ends 20 Mar 
£7.50-£35. Portugal Street. WC2 
(01 71-863 8222) © Hofbom. 


SIDI BOU SAID, PEOPLE’S 
FRIEND, GARLIC Claire Lemon's in- 
fluential all-giri indie trio headfine. 
The Garage Highbury Corner N5 
(0171-607 1818) BR/©: Highbury 
6 Islington. Tonight 8pm. £5. 


QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL Spring 
Loaded: Richard Alston Dance 
Company An exciting triple bflL 
12 & 13 Mar. 7.45pm. E10-E13. 
South Bank Centre. SET (0171-960 
4242) BR/© Waterloo. 


GLENN THBROOK Squeeze's song- 
snitti pfays a met of fanwites and cov- 
era. The Millennium Suite. Charlton 
Athletic FC Floyd Road. SE7 (0181- 
333 4010). Tonight 7.30pm. £10. 


CLIFF RICHARD Sir Cliff's 40th an- \ 
mversazy season continues. Royal > 
Albert Hall Kensington Gore SkSv. 
(0171-589 8212) © High Str^j,. . 
Kensington, tonight 6.45pm. E20-E35. 




WATERSHED (0117-925 3845) Cen- 
tral Station (15) 6.10pm. 8.20pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902 041 5) BR: Streatham 
Hill Patch Adams 2.1 5pm. 5.45pm. 
8.20pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.25pm, 5.35pm. 8.25pm This Year's 
Love 5.25pm. B.30pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
Fes ten (15) 1 2pm. 7.1 5pm Central 
Station (1 5) 2.1 5pm, 9.20pm De- 
liverance (18) 5pm The Opposite 
of Sex (18) 11.30pm 


• GROSS INDECENCY - THE 
THREE TRIALS OF OSCAR IAUDE 

Moses Kaufman’s play charts the 
events that led to Wikres incarceration 
in Reading GaoL With Michael Pen- 
nington and Leslie Phillips. Gielgud 
Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl (0171-494 
5065) ©Pkx Core. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[4|[7J 2.30pm. E14.50-E29.50. 


» WEST SIDE STORY New pro- 
duction of Bernstein’s classic musi- 
caL Prince of Wales Coventry Street. 
Wl (0171-839 5987) © Lek Sq/Pfcx 
Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (51 17] 3pm. 
E18.50-E35. 160 mins. 


NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE More Talk- 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia 
England and Sophie Lawrence bring 
Alan Bennett’s superb monologues 
to life. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. mats Thur 
& Sat 2.30pm. ends 13 Mar. 
£6-£1 6.50. Bagnor (01 635-46044) 


PLYMOUTH 

DRUM THEATRE, THEATRE ROYAL 


DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 'fears 
of a Design lain Mud’s designed by 
celebrities mark tire 40th anniversary 
of the vehicle. Ends 9 May. 

Modem Britain 1927-1 939 Astudy 
of tire period after tire Great Vlfar 
in cludi n g the work of Rands Bacon. 
Paul Nash and Barbara Hep wu rth. 
Mon-5un 1 1 .30am-6pm, ends 
18Jul. £5.25. cones £4 (to museum). 
Shad Thames SEl (0171-378 6055) 
©Tower Hlfl 


WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE The 
Royal Ballet: Dance Bices New 
wxreks by Mark Baldwin and WDliazn 
■mckett. 12 & 13 Mar: 7.30pm. 
£9.50-£19.50. Peacocks Arts & En- 
tertainments Centre (01483-761 144) 


THE BRIAN SETTER ORCHESTRA 
Ptet-modern swing and jive from 
mer Stray Cat Brian Setzec Shep- 
herd's Bush Empire Shepherd's Bush 
Green. W!2 (0171-771 20Q0J 
© Shepherd's Brah. Tcrt^it 7pm. £15. 


Literature 


GOO GOO DOLLS Ironic post-grung! 
posturing from Greg Dulli and gang. 
University of London Union Malet 
Street WC1 [0171-664 2030) © 
Goodge Street. Tonight 8pm, free. 


ODEON (08 705-05000 7) BR: 
Streatham Hilt-o Brixton Beloved 
1.15pm. 4.45pm. 8.15pm A Bug's 
Life 12.20pm, 2.40pm. 5pm. 
7.20pm How Stella Got her Groove 
Back 9 35pm Phusantvfile 1.30pm. 
i* 10pm. 6 50pm. 9.30pm The "Thin 
Red Line l .1 0pm. 4.40pm, 8.10pm 
Ybu’ve Got M@U 1 40pm. 4.20pm. 
7pm. 9.40pm 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01 222- 
399666) The Fountainhead (PG) 
6. 1 5pm Ma)orectea hi Space: Five 
Gay Ikies from France (18) 7.30pm 
La Vie ReuCe des Anges (18) 
8.30pm 


3 WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lfoyd^ Webber’s musical based on the 
film of the same name. Aldwych 
Akfwydi. WC2 (01 7 1 -A 1 6 6000) © 
Holborn. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. |5|[7J 
3pm, E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 


tation of Efaripedes” cfasaic play about 
personal and political betrayal. 
12 & 1 3 Mar. 7.45pm. £9. cones £6. 
Royal Parade 5outh (01 752-267222) 


I AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dal dry’s widely -acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley's thriflec Garrick 
Ouring Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -494 
5085) © Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sac 8.15pm. (4| 2.30pm. [7] 5pm. 
SL12-E29.50. 110 mins 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san HflTs chilling ghost story. For- 
tune Russell Street WC2 (01 71-836 
2238/cc 344 4444) ©Covent Gar- 
den. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3J 3pm. (7J 
4pm, E8.5O-E23.50. 110 mins. 


POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CBVTRE Bamum Rofl 
up for Peter Dmocaris performance 
in this classic circus musicaL Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. mats Wed & Sac 
2.30pm. ends 1 3 Mar. £1 2-E1 8.50 
Kmgland Road (01202-685222) 


NATIONAL GALLERY Portraits by 
Ingres Mag'or exhibition of works by 
the Ittfacentuiy French artist Mon 
& Tue. Thur-Sun 1 0am -6pm, Wed 
lOam-IOpm. Ends 25 Apr. £6. 
cones £4, Wed 7pm-10pm £4. 
Orazio Gentfleschi at the Court of 
Charles I Rare exhibition exptoring 
the work of the lTth-centtuy Italian 
artist Mon & Tue. Thur-Sun 10am- 
6pm. Wed IQam-Spm, ends23 Man 
free. Trafalgar Square WC2 [0171- 
747 2885) © Charing Cross. 


OXFORD 

GERMAINE GREER BOOK SIGN- 
ING Greer signs copies of her new 
book. The Whole Wfomccn. Tonight 
7pm. £1. Blackwell's Broad Street 
(01865-792792) 


MAIDSTONE 

ONE LADY OWNER High-octane in- 
efie-rockyoungsters. Union Bar Pud- 
ding Lane (01 622-753041 ) Tonight 
8pm, phone for prices. 


Comedy 


NORWICH 

UNDERWORLD BeaucoupPish COS' 
for (be dance-crossover crew Uni- 
versity of East Anglia Eariham Road 
(01603-505401). Tonight 8pm. £12. 


< Jfc? v-. 


SURREY QUAYS 

UC1 {P990-BSSW0) © Surrey Quays 
Beloved 8.30pm A Bug's Life 
1 05pm. 2pm. 3.30pm. 4.30pm. 
6pm. P.WJpfn Holy Man ITmidrUgnc 
How Stella Got her Groove Back 
11pm Jack Frost 2,t0pm, 4 40pm 
Little Voice 5.50pm Madeline 
1 30pm. 3.40pm Patch Adams 
12.50pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 

9 10pm. 11.50pm Pleasantvllle 
12.15pm. 3.10pm. 6 20pm. 9pm. 
11.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.20pm 
Stepmom pm The Thin Red Une 
12 40pm. 4.15pm. 8pm This Year's 
Love 6.50pm. 9.30pm Urban Leg- 
end 9.40pm. 12.05am You've Got 
M@il 12.30pm. 3.20pm. 6.10pm. 
8.50pm. 11. 30pm 


IPSWICH 

IPSWICH FILM THEATRE (01473- 
215544} La Classe de Nelge (15) 
6pm. 8. 1 5pm Pecker ( 1 8) 6. 1 5pm. 
8 30pm 


PLYMOUTH 

PLYMOUTH ARTS CENTRE 
(01 752-2061 14) Pecker (18) 6pm. 
8.30pm 


• LIFT OFF Issues of race are ex- 
plored in Roy Williams’ new piece. 
Royal Court Upstairs (at The Am- 
bassadors) West Street WC2 (0171- 
565 5000) © Leic 5q. Mon-Sat 
9pm. ends 1 3 Mar. £10. cones £5. 


Theatre 

Beyond the West end 


Cinema 


3 LITTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David Hai- 
ti welt's drama. Comedy Panton 
Street. SW1 (0171-369 1731) 
© Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 8pm. |5JJ7) 
3pm. ends 13 Mar. E7-E27.50. 


ALMEIDA THEATRE Speer Klaus 
Maria Brands uer in Esther Vilar's 
tantalising new drama. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, macs Sat 3pm. ends 2 7 Mar. 
£9. 50-El 9.50. cones available. 
Almeida Street. N1 (0171-359 
4404) ©Angel. 


SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE The 
House of Bernards Alba Ftederico 
Garcia Lorca's study of conflict be- 
tween a grieving mother and her 
daug h t er s. Mon-Wed 7.30pm. Thur- 
Sat 8pm. ends 20 Mar. £8-£15. 
cones available. Mai chouse Lane 
(01722-320333) 


NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY 
MtUais: Portraits Major retrospec- 
tive of portraits iythePre- RaphaeB e 
artist Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. Sun 
12noon-6pm, ends 6 Jun. E4, cones 
£3. St Martins Place WC2 (01 71-306 
0055) © Charing Cross. 


BRIGH TON 

GETTING INTIMATE WITH RICHARD 
WHITELEY AT KOMEDIA The 


an evening of gentle humour. 
12 6 13 Mai; 8pm. £10, cones £8. 
Gardner Street (01273-647100) 


Music 

Jazzv World, folk 


-- — ■ 
I. *a* ■ - 


f-ayi 


COUNTRYWIDE 


SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-688990) BR: Sut- 
ton.© Warden A Bug's Ufe 
1.05pm. 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
Uttie Voice 7pm Madeline 2. 1 5pm 
Patch Adams 12.50pm. 3.45pm. 
6 30pm. 9. 1 5pm. 1 1 ,45pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1.20pm. 4pm, 
6.45pm, 9.30pm. 12midnighr 
There's Something About Mary 
H. 15pm The Thin Red Line 
12.35pm. 4.15pm. 8pm. 1 1. 30pm 
This Year's Love 9.20pm. 1 1 .50pm 
Ybu've Got M®U 4.30pm. 7.10pm, 
9.45pm. 12.15am 


BRIGHTON 

ODEON (0870-207977); A Bug's 
Life (U): Madeline (U): Patch 
Adams (12); Pleasantville (12); 
Shakespeare In Love (1 5): The Thin 
Red Une (1 5); This Year's Love (18); 
Velvet Goldmine (18); Ybu’ve Got 
M@il (PG) 


I MACBETH Rufus Sewefl and Sal- 
ty Dexter portray tinraxted ambition. 
Queen’s Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl 
(0171-494 5040/CC 344 4444) 
© Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (7) 
2.30pm. ends 5 Jim. £ 1 0.50- £28.50. 


ARTS THEATRE Howard Crab- 
tree's When Pigs Fly Gay mmurel 
poking fun at American culture. Tue- 
Fri 8pm, Sat 6pm fi 8.30pm, Sun 
6pm. ends 3 Apr. E20-Q5 cones El 5. 
Great Newport Street. WC2 (01 TI- 
BBS 3334] © Leicester Square. 


SOUTHAMPTON 
NUFFIELD THEATRE The Gin Game 
Joss AcMand and Dorothy Tutin star 
in this sensitive drama which centres 
around a game of Gin Rummy. Mon- 
Thur 7.30pm. Fri & Sac 8pm, macs 
Thur 1 ,30pm. Sat 4pm. ends 1 3 Mar. > 
£9. 50-El 3.50. University Road 
(01703-671771) 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et In the 20th-Century Paintings 
made m the 26 years after 1900. Mon- 
Thur. Sun 9am-6pm. Fri & Sat 9am- 
10pm. ends 18 Apr. £9, cones £6. 
child (12-18) £3. child (8-11) £1.50. 
Burlington House. Piccadilly Wl 
(0171-300 8000) ©Green Park. 


LONDON 

WOOL EDDY’S SECRET CABARET 
AT BAR AQUARIUS With Dan An- 
topoiskL Tbm Fynn, Karen Taylor 
Brian Outwood and Jake Haggard. 
Tonight 8pm. £4. cones £3. 
Charing Cross Road, WC2 © Tot- 
tenham Gourt Raad (0171-354 8995) 


BRIGHTON 

MINGUS MOVES Reedman Chris 
Biscoe leads septet modelled on the 
legendary American bassist’s mod- - 
era jazz orchestras. The Lift Queens . 
Road (01273-730515) Tonight Bpm. 
£6. cones £5. 






V- 


TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-668 2519] ©Turn- 
pike Lane. Patch Adams 3.40pm. 
6.05pm. 8.30pm This Year’s Love 
4.05f*n. 6.1 5pm. 8.40pm Urban Leg- 
end 3.45pm. 6pm. 8.40pm 


BRISTOL 

BRISTOL CINEWORLD THE 
MOVIES (01275-831099): Affflcdon 
(15): A Bug’s Ufe (U): Elizabeth 
(1 5); Enemy or the State ( 1 5): Jack 
Frost (PG): Lai Bad shah (PG): Ut- 
tie Voice [15): Madeline (U): Patch 
Adams (12): Pleasantville (12); 
Practical Magic (12): Saving Private 
Ryan (1 5): The Secret Garden (UJ: 
Shakespeare in Love (15); Stepmom 
(12)-. The Swan Princess (U): The 
Thin Red Line (15); This Year’s Love 
(18); Urban Legend (18); Very 
Bad Things (18); La Vita 4 Bella 
(PG) Ybu’ve Got (PG) 


I THE MEMORY OF WATER All- 
son Steadman and Julie Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother's tunesflL Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR-’© Charing X. Mon -Sat 8pm. 
[5|(7J 3pm. £8- £27.50. 


BUSH THEATRE Howie the Rook- 
ie A nightmarish vision of contem- 
porary Dublin. Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 
1 3 Mar. £10. cones £7. Shepherd's 
Bush Green. Wl 2 (01 81-743 3388) 
© Shepherd's Bush. 


STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
THE OTHER PLACE The Dispute 
Marivaux’s quaa-sciejjtific drama, di- 
rected by Neil Bartlett Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mat Sat 2.30pm. ends 20 
Mar. E10-E19, cones available- 
southern Lane (01789*295623) 


TATE GALLERY Art Now 17: Thomas 
Demand's Tlmnef Looped tamel 
travel film exploring urban life. 
Ends 25 Apr. free. 

Works on Paper and Paintings: 
Francis Bacon Previously unknown 
works. Ends 2 May, free. 

Jackson PbDocfc Major retrospective 


NORWICH 

ADAM BLOOM AT NORWICH ARTS 
CENTRE The fast-paced stand-up. 
Tonight 8.30pm. £7. Reeves Yard. St 
Benedict's Street (01603-660352) 


EXETER 

TOWNSHIP EXPRESS South African, 
township rock’n'roO. Exeter Phoenix - 
Bradninch Place, Gandy Street 
(01392-667080). Tonight 8pm.'’ 
phone for prices. 
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JLE5 M!S£rABLES Musical 
dramatisation oTVictor Hugo’s mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 

Wl (0171-434 0909) ©Picc Ore, 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5][7] 2.30pm, 
E7-E35. 195 mins. 


TRICYCLE THEATRE Paddy Irish- 
man. Paddy Englishman and Pad- 
dy..? Premiere of Declan Croghan’s 
new piece looking at the male of the 
species. Mon-Fri fipm. Sat 4.15pm 
& 8. 15pm, ends 20 Mar. £0-£ 13.50. 
cones available. Kilbum High Road, 
NW6 (0171-328 1000) © Kilbum. 


TRURO 

HALL FOR CORNWALL Six Dead 
Queens and an Inflatable Henry 
Henry vnTs six wives return to life 
in this swashbuckling comedy. 
Tonight 8pm. £6-£7.50. cones £5. 
Back Quay (01872-262466) 


Ends 6 Jun. £7.50, cones £5. fam- 
ily £1 9 (Rrstcall 0870-842 2233 + 
£1 .60 booking fee). 

When Robots Rule - The One 
Minute Airplane Factory: Chris 
Burden Installation of (tying pfanes. 
Mon-Sun 10am-5.50pm, ends 
13 Jun, free. MillbankSWl (0171- 
887 8000) © Pimlico. 


SOUTHAMPTON 
JONG1EURS SOUTHAMPTON Fea- 
turing Mark Bfllingham, Jeff Mirza, 

Donna McPhail and Terry Alderton. 

Tonight 8.15pm. £12. High Street 
(0845-6081818) 


LONDON 

GARY BALDWIN TWO The atmos- 
pheric Hammond orgamsL lOOCfob 
Oxford Street Wl (0171-6360933) 
© Oxford Grcus. Tonight 8pm. £8- 


Clubs 


RAT CRUMIY BAND Jazz will a 
strong blues feel 606 Club Lots FVY 1 
SW10 (0171-352 5953) © FuBSfcP 
Broadway. TbnightlOpm. £5.45. 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050X7) © Lhbridge 
A Bug's Life 11.15am. 1.30pm. 
3.45pm. 6pm Patch Adams 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.30pm. 9.1 5pm The Thin 
Red Line 8.20pm 


CARDIFF 

ABC (0541-555178); Jack Frost 
(PG): Mu Ian (U); Patch Adams (12): 
Pleasantville (12); Shakespeare 
In Love (15) 


• MISS SAIGON Musical which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tra^dv to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) ©Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (4J[7J 3pm. £8.SO-£35. 
1 65 mins. 


Theatre 

COUNTRYWIDE 


WELLINGBOROUGH 
THE CASTLE Teas of the 
ETUrbenrilles Musical adaptation of 
Thomas Hardy’s classic novd about 
a tragic country girL 12 & 13 Mar. 
7,30pm. £8.50. cones £7.50. Cas- 
tle Way (01933-270007) 


NORWICH 

NORWICH ARTS CENTRE India 
50 - Working People: Sebastian 
Salgado The acclaimed photogra- 


dian life. Mon-Fri 1 0am -5 pm. Sat 
1 1am-4pm. ends 8 Apr. free. Reeves 
Yard. St Benedict's Street (01603* 
660352) 


BRIGHTON 

BOUTIQUE AT THE BEACH Bent- 
fay Rhythm Ace plus Mental Boat and 
WfldstyteBobNoahte. Tonight 10 pm- 
3am, £7.50. cones £6.50. Kings 
Road Arches (01273-722272) 


WILUE TEE The New Orleans surf- . 
jazz and K&B merchant Jazz CaN - 
Parkway NW 1 (0171-916 6060) v.u 
© Camden Town. Tonight 8.30pm- 
£12, adv £10. 


iitO 


LONDON 

the gallery at turn mills 


MONICO (01 222-693426); A Bug's 
Ufe (U): Jack Frost (PG): Pitch 
Adams (12); Shakespeare in 
Love (15) 


I THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s evergreen whodunnit. 
St Martin's West Street. WC2 
(01 7 1 -836 1 443) © Leic Sq. Mon- 
Sat Bpm. [3] 2.45pm. [7] 5pm. £10- 
£24.50. 1 35 mins. 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Dracula 
Stage adaptation of Bram Stoker’s 
chillin g horror story, with dark 
themes of passion, possession and 
mortality. Man-Sat 7.45pm. ends 
1 3 Mar. £9. 50-El 5.50, cones avail- 
able Write Street (01 256-465566) 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE Twelfth 
Night Northern Broadsides' acces- 
sible production, directed by Barrie 
R ut tec Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Wed 
2.30pm. Sat 4pm. ends 13 Mar. 
£6. 50 -£14.50. cones available. Lon- 
don Road (01702-342564) 


STIVES 

TATE GALLERY Displays 1998-9: 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC [0870-902 0424) ©Waltham- 
stowCencral Patch Adams 2.1 5pm. 
5.15pm. 8.15pm Shakespeare 
In Love 2.10pm. 5.15pm. 8.10pm 
You’ve Got M@il 1.55pm. 
5.05pm. 8, 1 5pm 


SOUTHAMPTON 

VIRGIN (0541-555132): A Bug's 
Ufe (U): Hu 1b Tu (NC): Jack Frost 
(PG): Madeline fU]: Patch Adams 
(12): Pleasantville (12): Shake- 
speare In Love (15): The Thin Red 
Une (15); Ybu've Got M@ii (PG) 


> OKLAHOMA! Maureen Lipman 
stare m the National's acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stein’s cowboy versus far mhand 
musicaL Lyceum Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0870-606 3446) © Charing 
^Embankment. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4JJ7J 230pm, ends 26 Jun, £j0-£35. 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Oeo. Camping. 
EmmanueUe and Dick TferryJoho- 
sads play toots at the CarryOn ac- 
tare and recreates SW James, Kametii 
WiHiiims and Babs Windsor on stage. 
12 6 13 Mar. 8pm. £9-£22.50 
Sawdose (01225-448844) 


WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Joseph and the 
fenazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 

Tim Rux and Andrew Lloyd flfebber’s 


and ceramics from the second half of 
the century. Ends 11 Ape 
Quoit Montserrat: veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat. Mon-Sat 11am- 
7pm, Sun 1 lam-5prn. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£3.50. cones £2. Porthmeor Beach 
(01736-796226) 


and more. Tonight 1Q.3Qpm-7.30am. 
Oefhemvefl Road. EC1 (0171-250 
3409J BR/© Farringdon. £io, 
mems £8 before 1 2 mid night. 


GEORGE MELLY AND JOHN L 
CHILTON'S FEETWARMERS The ; Jljm 
VBtel'lUi raconteur and fiafr^im n-d^ed '7^, 
singer. Ptzza on the Park Knight^. : ; -.v" . e, :c 
bridge SW1 (0171-235 5273) . ; 

^HydeFbrkComer.12S13Mac^-V‘ 

9.1 Spm & 1 1 . 1 5pm. £20. adv £1& ^ , 

*40N7Y ALEXANDER TRIO Tbfi Ja' y 
toaican piano populist. Ronnie 


*- »!t '■ 


*.« >J3 * 


INSPIRATION INFORMATION AT 
THE HOTTING HILL ARTS CLUB 
Patrick Forge spin* soul, jazz, 


Scott's Frith Street W! (0171-439 
0747)^ © Leicester Square. TbrtgM ^ 
. £15. met 


9pm S 11.30pm. ElSTmemsEa .'f 


5pm-1am, £5. mems £3. free before 
8 pm. NottfagHUlGate. W 11 (0171- 
46Q 4459) © Netting Hill Gate 


SWINDON 

THE ALBION BAND Aadaxxm\ 
contemporary folk group. Arcs Cefe.'-'j:'-’. 
»e Devizes Road (01 793-614837) 
Tonight 8pm. £8. cones £7. ,-X 


SWANSEA 

GUfNN VIVIAN ARTGAUBlYWniCe 


NORWICH 

AT THE WATERFRONT With 


Sat 8pm, mats Mon, 
Tue-Thur. Sat 2pm. e 
£25. Thames Street (( 


winchester . ; V 

maire ni chathasaigh And tr-. <*3 ,J 







vtpL'*" "■’ 


^ FRIDAY Dpir, 


™£JRiday review 

^ 12 Ator^Vgoo 


ii- 



FRIDAY RADIO 


AL 


KCNtt HILL 
h*. ua&uM 
t t/trapm 
{. {li.v'Kfa'-n 


(km*i Or- 
rfmirtM'v 

.-•I ht «.!¥=* ■■ 


X London 
Stu>K ::t 
ffn LttijIii 


EYENg 

**ORTSBHO UTM 

PlA* UP POMPey j, 

" end JU Z?“W 

K.y- fA-ijra,, nc £?£> 
*V||:.,B.„|| I a**? 

RUGBY 

beerflstww..^ 

'• n;i'i'.mr„i To mg ht£L* 


WpMuk *»trt 
UtiifV?! 
irtAUh ?' '•-«•* 
<. Mj-, .- -. 

»W S ■:•'■■• ■ 
s - 1 "' 


tVRIDOEND 

VUrsHUONfc ASH llassKBj,, 
: ' •:• Bncleend ReotainiJ 

A: ’ - ./■ ;'■ 

• ' '• ' ' i ’ • lai 

lOWE-ON , 

RM 5 Y I'RAUG AND THEBE 

" ■:• !’■ •’■ •■: T-riansMbBt 
\\ ».«!. > 

"fncF heath Hall* i« 

•‘ v'.i;yitj»fc 

■ ‘ ■ I'-V' i-iy 

‘.TirnnutFiNGras'ifc: 

■ !• • ,•■ • 1 ’ J-.irvaiiBe 


RADIO 1 

(97.6-9 9L8 MHz FM } 

Simon Mayo. See Pick of me 
Day. 630 Zoe Ball i2j00 Jo 
White* 230 Mark RadcBffe am* 
D awe Pearca 600 Pete Tpna^ 
930 The longest Radio Show in 
fteWorid. Ereri 11.00 WesS^Si 
- Radio 1 flap Show. 2.00 Fabio 
gvd^ooverider. 4.00 - 7.00 

RADIO 2 

. (88-9&2MHZ FM } 

630 Sarah Kennedy. 7.30 Wake 
. Up toWogan. 930 Ken Bruce. 
1230 Jimmy Young. 230 Ed 
Stewart 535 Des Lynam 730 
MorJey at the Musicals. 7.30 Fri- 
day Night Is Music Night Live 
from the Demgate Theatre. 
Northampton. Ken Btucb intro- 
duces the BBC Concert Orches- 
tra, conducted toy Barry 
Wordsworth, with guest artists 
Kim Criswell, Michael Winsor and 
pianist Kathryn Scott. At aiS. dur- 
ing the interval, Richard Baker in- 
troduces the music of George 
Gershwin on disc, played by pi- 
anist Jack Gibbons 9d5 John ie 
Carrels Single and Single. 930 
Listen to the Band. 10.00 David 
Ja4jH>& 1030 Sheridan Mortey. 
1145 The Pa opiate Psalms. 

12.00 Lynn Parsons. 430 - 
630 Lata Sharma. 

RADIO 3 

(5X12-92.4 MH2 FM } 

630 On Air. 

9.00 Masterworks. 

1030 Artist of the Week. 

TLOO Sound Stories. 

1230 Composer of the Ween: 
Defius. 

130 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert. Paul Barritt (vtoSn), Catherine 
Edwards (piano}. Elgar: Viofin 
Sonata in E minor, Op 82. Walton: 
Toccata. Albert Sammons: 

Bagateta Op 3; Reve cfenfant. Op 
10; Dance caprice. Op 15; Petite 
chanson (R) 

230 The BBC Orchestras: 

430 Music Restored. 

4.^5 Music Machine. (R) 

In Tuna 

730 Performance on 3. Live from 
St David’S Hall, Cardiff, an al-Han- 
del concert introduced by Chris 
de Souza. Conductor Nicholas 
Kraemer, Catherine Bott and 
Rachel Elliott (sopranos), Robin 


Pick of the Day 


provided THai be hasn’t been 
hospitalised yet, Simon Mayo 
(npfrf) should be supplying some 
entertaining, fatigue- induced 
hysteria by now. on the second 
day of his bid to set the world 

record for the longest continuous 
radio broadcast, in aid of Comic 
Relief (B 3 to 10pm). 

The Friday Pby <9pm R4>, 
“Fisher ofMen”, is a Wdslwraced 
drama, partly written in verse, by 


David Constantine, about the 
wreck of the gold-carrying 
Royal Charier off the Anglesey 
coast in 2859. Constantine bas 
the tragedy following hard on 
the heels of a prayer by the vicar 
of an isolated community fin* a 
momentous occurrence that 
will drive his flock back to him. 
Needless to say he can't cope 
with what he bargained foe 

Dominic Cavendish 



Blaze (countertenor}, Andrew Mur- 
gatroyd {tenor}. Matthew Harg- 
reaves (baritone). BBC National 
Chorus of wales. Water Music: 
Suita No 2; SSete Venti; Concerto 
a due cori No 1 to B flat 
8.25 Handel in the Strand, Vrvakfi 
on the Phone Everywhere you 
turn you hear Baroque music, 
from telephone switchboards to 
railway station platforms- Mark 
Russell takes a quizzical to ok at 
the history of Baroque music 
since the Baroque with the help of 
Brian Eno and Nicholas McGegaa 
<R) 

8.45 Concert, part 2. Dixit domi- 
nus. 

9-40 Postscript Five commis- 
sioned poems blending words and 
sound 5: Peter Reading: Marfan’. 
The 'laureate of grot’ turns his at- 
tention to a small town in Texas. 

10.00 Hear and Now: Verity 
Sharp presents 'The Opening of 
the Mouth’ . a major new work by 
Richard Barrett for voices, instru- 
ments and electronics. It explores 
themes of death and the under- 
world derived from ancient Egypt- 
ian rituals and the poetry of Paid 
Celan. This studo realisation, 
made specially tor tonightte broad- 
cast is performed by the Aus- 
tralian ensemble Elision, directed 
by Simon HewetL 

1130 Jazz Century. 

1230 Composer of the week: 
Tchaikovsky. (R) 

130 - 6.00 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(92.4-94.6MHz FM } 

6.00 Today. 


930 NEWS; Desert Island Discs. 
9-45 Serial: The Pleasures ot the 
Tabte. 

1030 NEWS; Woman's Hour. 
1130 NEWS; Sharks and Seag- 
ate - A Summer with Sussex. (R) 
H30 Sumy Side Up 
1230 NEWS: You and Yours. 
12-57 Vfeafher. 

130 The World at One. 

130 Puzzle Panel 
230 NEWS; The Archers. 

2.15 Afternoon Play: Family Affair. 
330 NEWS; Changing Places. 
330 Shorelines. 

3^5 This Sceptred Isla 
430 NEWS; Bookclub. 

430 The Message. 

530 PM. 

537 Weather. 

630 Six O’clock News. 

630 The Sunday Format 
730 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. Frantine Stock 
chairs the arts programme 

7.45 The Cry of thB Bittern. An 
environmental drama by Tim Jack- 
son. With Ian Pepperell, Kelley 
Hunter and Rachel Atkins (20/30). 
830 NEWS; Any Questions?. 
Jonathan Dimbfeby is joined In 
Thatcham, Berks, by panellists in- 
cluding Lord Jenkins; the Rt Hon 
John Redwood MP; and Glenys 
Kin nock MEP. 

8.45 Letter from America. Alistair 
Cooke with another slice of Ameri- 
cana. 

930 NEWS; The Friday Play: 
Fisher of Men. By David Constan- 
tine Told partly in verse, this is the 
story of the terrible wreck of the 
Royal Charter on the rocks of An- 
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Satellite and Cable 


.» ■ •• 1 

<r- 1 SKY PREMIER 

vr 6toO A Change of Heart p997) (72229) 

■ 'J -rs 5 8LOO The Wfeettig (1997) (53034)1000 
Carpoo) (1996} (89386) 12to0 Burning So- 
; t r„r. : it r.KOOfr*J?:Jj; cref (1988) {43857). 2 j 00 A Change of 
• . u . -r:. " Heart (1B97J (0367). 4to0 Die lAfeddtag 
- j v M.-rt-'UlW (f 097) f554Q SjOO CBrpoO) (1899. 

, ^^'SJOO star Trek: l%rtCn«acttta9e} ' .' 

T •» (38876). ULOO Dantete PeSk (1997) 
. r -- af (29098C9. 1130 ThB SpHfta Gri (»9£9 -■ 
‘• ?1 KkM ,^ w pm63^.-L50 Dead Ahead («98) (513464^ 
(1 ' ■.* 600 ag Man (B90) (967293^ 

- r»D u -7O0 Shepherd on the Fkx* (S94) (8903). 

_.ftOO Qjs (1976) (42928). ttOOThay ■ 

-;» inaftK sn.'t 1 '®® Worn BeSeve Ms (»47) (19812). 100 
. . - --^Shepherd on the Rock (1894) (4OT4). 300 

.. •. 1: '‘ ’ y ®. . Gus (197Q (Z7960). 5/10 Damraflion ABey 
, P ... . 1 1 ,.»! 0977) (B830^ 100 preview {6164}. 7J0 

!_ r UK Tbp "Rsn (2831). 800 Femmes Palates 
v [5812) 8J0 Movie Magic (4947) MO *7 
., M .-p9S7) (3930^. tUDO Mutter at *00 
> nLV - v^(l997) (TO170). 1250 Shadow Conspiracy 

’ jcfii 5 (*97) (83322^.235 The Stenoe of the 

• V ,; ' i Hams (1993) (859983^ 4JD0 Kfttfght 

. .arCrowfing (19 88) (ZW87).5A0 - T45 
' ' ‘ Dannalion Afley (B77) (2678834^. 

SKY CINEMA 

war.-.TviNt Buck Privates (t9«) (TaSOfiLSOO 

« ; ■:.•* ' ^smie Despoate Hons (®5E} (S08»q. 

--••250 Horkyteank Man (1982) (250*09) 
UXOO The R«nch Comecticxi (1971) 
(7813270. See Pick of 9m Day. IMS The 
French Connection * (1975) (4309388) Sea 
H , ,-’£l'°ickotthe Day. 140 Hie Rainbow (1988) 

; 41 - r , (t72t40C5. 835 Hounlof tt* BaskfflvBes 
• ^^-'■■'^839) (29648058) 4J5 Ctosa 

k 1 - ■ . i ^-^'eirteFOUR 


PICK OF THE Day 


THERE HAVE been few finer 
screen cops than Popeye Doyle ■ 
in The - French Connection 
QOjptn Sky Cinema), thecrealiou 
which won Gene Hackman a 
Best Actor Oscar in 1971. Dome 
op in his trademark porkpie 
hat and raincoat, he shines in 
William FriecQrirfs v6rit£-style 
film about Doyle’s stutoorn true- 
life efforts to smash a drugs ring, 
ably assisted by his partner; Roy 
Scheider {right). Watch for the 
stunning- and often replicated - 


car-chase sequence in which 
Doyle .pursues an overhead 
Subway train. This is followed 
by The French Connection □ 
(11.45pm), a rare example of 
an equally impressive sequeL 
In this tough thriller directed 
by John Frankenheimei; Doyle 
pursues a Mr Big GUrnando 
Reyl to Marseilles. Here, in a 
memorable scene, he is forced to 
undergo cold turkey after being 
hooked on drugs by the villains. 

James Hampton 
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Stop Short Attention Span Cinema 
_ 412*38) 830 Cabaret (1972) 

* «, ■<!( 13300568) HUD Scanners {1981} 

A UJlii: *9900218) 1200 Rabid (S77) (9698226) 
- - It MtoS PteTOt La Fou (1965) (805BBW) 

! . ' XU »30 - 6to French Ktes (1995) (4547139) 
NSCOVEHY CHANNEL 
LOO RaxrtnftRaNng Advontuas 
nsa*" • ,7 ».L« I« v t.fl7583f) 430 A FBver Somewhere 
r- K ,• •'•‘•“•.M17W*) 5to0 TmeTnav^tere (9*4021) 

• 9%. 130 TenaX (1*0367) 8JDO VOdMe SOS 
n* 1 * 1 : 1*2980). 030 Unlamed Africa (3085387) 

• ' >30 The Quest (1172344) 8toO OuJback 

idwrituBS (9439873) 830 Uncharted 
rfrica (4289170) 9to0 Tesl Ptots (888878^ 
•OtoO ThB Obe^ Egyptians- P858524 
.... i , .p^l'ctOO Weapons of Wfer f3»5473) 1200 
‘ i\v " . - lt: * Swchet and Alsnde - Anatomy c# a Ooup 
, - ' ;-94e05O3)14»'feiraXpie35OS5.13O 
*■ Ime Travelers (3336787) 2XX> Ctotw. 


ICY ONE 

30 Cart DuCfaria (78831) 230 The 


Chris Ewans Breakfast Show pnQ2) 830 

Holywood Squares ^8928) 9to0 Saly 

Jessy Raphael PT725) 10to0 The Oprah 
Winfrey Show £5522) HOP GJtyl 
(73386) 12to0 Jenny Jones (09783) LOO 
Mad about Thu (77*2) 130 Jeopardy 
(86299) 200 Safly Jessy Raphael (3*12) 
3to0 Jenny Jones (7*93) 400 Gutty! 
(90928) StoO Star Trek: Voyager (3S57) 
6to0 American [Xmbest Criminals (4290) 
630 Friends (B25i) ZOO The Simpsons 
(*96) 730 The Simpsons (7763) 8to0 
Beat the Crusher (91302). 9L0O Fteaiy 
Caught h the Act (21386) LOtoO Cops 
(34473) fltoo Friends 0*57) H30 Star 
Tick: Vbyager (23*4. 1230 The Commish 
$*3042) 130 - TtoO Long Play &40598S) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

630 FimrBS ri Spcrt (858931 TOO Sky 
'Sports Centre (4855306) ZS5 Wtorid 
Wresting Federation Superstars (578S41) 
8i5 'fou'ra on Sky Sports (5684*4) 900 
Racing News (34947) 930 Aerobics ~ Oz 
Style (382S1) WtoO Bctring - Btg Fight 
Countdown (8947^. 1030 Spartsh Focrt- 
bal (10812) 1200 Aerobics - Qz Style 
(14*3) 1230 Bcoong - Big Fght Cant- 
down (49367) LOO Euopeen Tour Golf 
(8*8560) 500 FUtbof Mundsl (B56C) 
530 VWY*aWeeta&nd ^380) 600 Sky 
Sports Centra (57388) ZOO Bcoong - Btg 
Rtf* Countdown (3096) 230 Euopean 
"four Golf (7*582) LOtoO Sky Sports Cen- 
tra (50183) «O0 Bcmig-BfcFtfit Cornt- 
down (33BS7) H30 Hold the Back Rage 
(7345^ 1230 Sky Sports Centre (96351) 


130 WxW Wfresahg Federation Raw 
(67587) 330 Sky Sports Centre (70044 
430 Baxiig - Big Fight Countdown 
(24955) StoO - 6toO Max Power (90481) 
SKY SPORTS 2 

TtoO Aerobics - QzStyte (42W003) 730 
Sky Sports Centre P02926E) M5 fladig 
News (849256C) 8te What a tAfeekend 
^373928) 835 Sky Sporte Centre 
(9370473) 9 toO Tight Lines (905386) 
lOttoO Ftoid Gotf USA (049744) 1200 The 
Rugby CUb (1242831) UOO lC8 Hockey 
(2B4456C) 330 Boxing -Big Fight Count- 
down (5883639) 4to0 Trans World Sport 
(3211231) 5u00 The Rugty CU> (5109367) 
StoO MotD-pUs (3968003) 530 Extreme 
Saflqg (596828139. 7JD0 Gfette Wfarid Sport 
Special (5*0096) 230 International Foot- 
bBl Engtend U« v Rapublc of troterort LI* 
(2725386) 930 Boxing - Big FlfjTt Cornt- 
down (1243560) lOtoO Ford Goff USA 
(3231015) 12JD0 Cydng (2399394) 1230 
htemtetonal Football England LUSvsRa- 
pubto of Wand U* (8100987) 230 Sky 
Sports Centre (70*481) 330 6df USA 
(9G7348) 530 - StoO SaBng (2390023) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1130 Futures in ^XJrt (90454270) 1200 
TrarwwxW Sport (S649638) LOO Fash 
TV: TT9M Lines (S658386) 2to0 Bobby 
Charttonte FbotbaB Scrapbook (238Q2I7S) 
230 Survival oS the Fittart (14*9560) 

4toO Footbal League Review (92444993) 
StoO Gratis Wbrid Sport Specfel 
p72081Qg. 530 Fastrax (W138831) 6JHJ 


Cycftng (M357M) 630 Ineida the PGA 
Tour (W28096) TOO Max Power 
(3395690S) 8toO VUbridwide FLgby 
(33969473) 1030 World Wresting Federa- 
tion Raw (92464657) 1200 Ctosa 


730 US PGA Golf Totr (66812) 830 Sid 
jLmpmg Wbrld Cup (43893) lOtoO 
Sathton World Cup (52102) 1130 Rsdng 
Line (33473) 12toO Snowboarteg (47021) 
1230 Blalhton Vitold C up (38873) 2toO 
TbnrtB ATP 'Rw (737B3) 4toO SkSng 
(2709^ StoO A^pUe Sking Wbmenb Ntft 
Sbtom (487®. StoO Terris ATP Tour 
(6029S) BtoO AlpUe Sking Wfomer* Mght 
SteSom (63138^ 8^*5 Tbnris (78*015) 
lOtoO fbnris ATP "fou - (98229) 1130 
Equestrianism (87522) 1230 Close 
UK GOLD 

ZOO Crossroads (8738*3) 730 Nagh- 
bours (6802251) 735 EastEnderS 
{3230580) 830 The Bi (346S2S9) 200 
The B* (344S2S1) 930 When the Boat 
Comes In (5282454) 1030 Rhoda 
(3478783) UOO Dates (4292831) 1155 
Nelghbotrs (75482*4) 1225 EsstEnders 
(2134Z18) LOO Jitiat Bravo (1706299) 2JDO 
Dates (7D255B2) 2J5S The Bi (*37893) 
335 The BB 08587*12) 3L55 EastEnderS 
(3644387) 430 Rhoda (1173473) StoO AS 
Creatures Great and Smal (438473*) StoO 
Dynasty (1719763) TOO The Come dy Atte r- 
native: Ever Decreasing Cfrotes (7956270 
7toO The Comedy ANemafive: Dadb Army 
(4324390) &2D The Comedy Alternative: 


SATELLITE TV RADIO/17 


Independent pursuits 


gtesay an 1859, and trie devastat- 
ing effect this rias on the isolated 
community of Moetfre and its vic- 
ar, trie Rev Roose Hughes. With 
John Ogwen and loan Meredith. 
Director David Hunter. McLeod 
and Dawn McCormack. Written 
and directed by Jeremy Weller. 
See Pick of the Day. 

-104)0 Trie Wbrld Tonight With 
Robin Lustig. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Ernest 
Hemingway Centenary - The Sun 
Also Rises John Sharian reads 
Hemingway* acclaimed novel of 
the Lost Generation of the 20s 
( 10 / 10 ) 

TLOO NEWS; Late Tackle. Eleanor 
OkJrayd and guests with a look at 
trie weekte sports agenda. 
fL30 Sport in the Movies. 

1200 News. 

1230 The Late Book: Golf 
Dreams. 

1248 Shipping Forecast 
14)0 As World Service. 

5-30 World News. 

5-35 Shipping Forecast 
5.40 Inshore Forecast 
5-45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 Leisure Update. 

5.56 - 6.00 Wbather. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz } 

9L45 - 10-00 An Act of Wbr snip. 
12 j 00 - 1204 News; Shipping 
Forecast 5J54 - 5.57 Shipping 
Forecast tUO • 6.00 Parliament 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(693,909kHz MW} 

6.00 Breakfast 

9.00 Nicky Campbell 


12J)0 Trie Midday News. 

200 Ruscoe and Ca 

4.00 Drive. 

7.00 News Extra. 

7.30 Alan Green’s Sportsraght 
Alan Green and his studio guests 
discuss the week's sporting issues 
and look ahead to the weekends 
fixtures. Pius updates and sec- 
ond-naif commentary on Bristol 
Rovers vs Fulham in Division Two. 

10 - 00 Late Night Live, insight and 
comment on the day's big issues 
with Brian Hayes. Including Pa- 
pertalk. 1030 Sport 1100 News 

11- 15 The Financial World Tonight 

1.00 Up M Night 

StoO - 6-00 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC FM 
(1000- 1019MHz FM } 

6.00 Nick Bailey. 8.00 Henry 
KeUy. 12.00 Requests. 2 .00 Con- 
certo. 34)0 Jamie Crick. 630 
Newsnight 7-00 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 9toO Evening Concert 
Debbie Wiseman: Conversation 
for Orchestra. Richard Rodney 
Bennett: Partita David Matthews: 
Burnham Wick (Iitst London per- 
formance). Beethoven: Coriolan 
Overture; Symphony No a in F. 
Richard Strauss: Horn Concerto 
No 2 in E flat David Pyatt (horn), 
Britten Sinfonia/ Nicholas Cleobury 
TLOO Alan Mann 2J90 Concerto. 
3-00 . 6.00 Mark Griffiths 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(12151 1197- 1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) ; 

6-30 Chris Evans- 9-30 Russ 1 

Williams. -LOO Nick Abbot 4toO 
Harriet Scott 74)0 Wheels of 
SteeL TLOO Janey Lee Grace. 

24)0 • 64)0 Steve Power. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW ) 

UOO The World Today U30 
Meridian (Books) 2.00 The Wbrld 
Today. 2410 People and Politics. 
34)0 The World Today 3^0 
Sports Roundup. 3410 World 
Business Report &45 Insight 
44)0 The World Today. 4430 
Weekend. 54)0 The World Today. 
5430 - 64)0 My Century. 

TALK RADIO 

64)0 David Banks and Mck Ferrari 
94)0 Scott Chisholm and Satty 
James. 124)0 Motoring. LOO Anna 
Raeburn. 34M) OK to Talk. 54H) 

The SportZbne 84)0 Nicky Homete 
Access AS Areas KLOO Dave Bar- 
rett 24)0 - 64)0 Mfce Dickm 


The Brittas Empre (2555541) 9-00 The 
Thin Blue Line (1258454) 9^40 Hairy En- 
fleid and Chuns (8047883) 1020 R4»y 
Wax Meets- BI Cosby and Fran Drescher 
(2008541) iLOOlheBI (3099034) 1L30 
BI P43727D) 12to0 Dr Who Orrmtoua 
(306839^. 145 Btaksfc Seven (70S /V 22B) 
3toO - ZOO Shopping (8*6684) 

UVWQ 

StoO Trry and Crew (79617560) 6-20 10 
plus 2 (48058893) StoO Greedysaurus 
end the Gang (988ZW73) 0*5 PNbert tee 
Frog (96826M4) StoO Poka Dot Shorts 
(98814909) 7to0 Practical Parenting 
(3493B7B)7to5 Professor Bubbte 
(1568387) 230 Calou (0088831) X35 
Bug Alert (7966783) 755 Practkjal Parerft- 
ing (908T725) 8toO Barney and Friends 
(909W2) StoS Bababos (M80541) &30 
Tiny "fetes (3265522) 8to5 Try and Crew 
(4*5560) 8J50 Practical Parenting 
*839589) &00 Special Babies (8316328) 
9L30 The BosaanfwShtM- Height s 
(7286812) WtoO The Jerry Springer ShCTv 
(9504878) WtoO Mary Povich (3923454) 
1140 The Heat is On (23380678) 1240 
Through the Keyhole (2*25473) 124U) 
Rescue 9H (94650706) HO Beyond Betet 
Pact or Fiction (3991**) 140 Maury 
Povtah (4120947) 230 Special Babies 
P378541) 3to0 Living Room (6495299) 
3L50 Mchael Cole (47850*) 4to0 j 

Through the Keyhole (59190251) 5JO The 

Heat is On (15899*3) StoO Ready Steady 
Cook (3277*3) 645 The Jerry Spmgar 
Shaw (S38589) 205 Rescue 911 
(4789015) 235 Animal Rescue (4067*9) 
StoO LA Law (2521783) 9uOO FVm: A 
Kidnapping in the Faroly (1996) (259*22) 
tioo Sex F30S It (7550270) 1241 Ctosa 
TNT 

fttoO WCW Mtro 0 <n TNT (23438522) 

IL35 WCWTbuider (9933709Q. 145 
The Fearless V&mpsB iOlers (1967) 
(91398868) 345 The Karate KBerS (1967) 
(13821400) StoO Ctosa 
PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 
7-00 Jenny (1638) 7.30 Grace Under 
Firs (7305) 8.00 Ellen (9706) StoO Spin 
City (9893) StoO Drop the Deed Donkey 
(29454) StoO Whose Lkre is It Anyway? 
(50473) tOtoO Films Jabberwocky 
(1977) (43034) tZtoO Late Night with 
David Letterman (57110) LOO Taxi 
(28972) ItoO Frontlne (46023) 2toO Dr 
Katz P0619) 2toO Tfos and Fibs 
(46228) StoO Mghtstand (2*68) 3J0 
Abbott & Costello (33706) AtoO Close. 






Regional television Variations 


it . .rBCl N IRELAND 

**0 London except: 6.30 


.. - .5C1 SCOTLAND 

* MCI London except: tZtoO 
Mote) 

, v ttflB Otafri agus Raman 

V : : ™ R1 Vr r ») pB95ffif) 12^0 

■ ‘ : ‘ '••• r^JPWtettn Pat) (90431657). 

1 ' is *4 S «epw»H3 Scot’ 

■ BCl WALES • - 
■ J RGLlA - 

'-lESSSPa 

H«r« 


, nriiZrr™' i- nuiiw uu nui lit '-■• 

-‘satlnes (4891251) 3£| Annte 


«■ 1l . ■ J 


^-awaaSL 


24K».CU3aVteori (2047868) 2-50 The 
Haunted Fbhtank (6768023) 3toO Short 
Story Cinema (122*226) 3-50 Trisha 
(924Z752) 4J50 ITV Mghtsoeen 
(43067329) 500 Coronation St (96G84) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 12-20 Central 
NawE and Weather (7395523. 12-55 
Home and Away (4644676)240 -Wish 
Vbu Wbto Herei-7 (56555218) StoO Sur- 
prise Gardeners fi02) StoO Central 
News at Six (265) tL20 Central News 
and Weather (751251). 1L3 Q Latel &ckla 
541541) 3J55 Jofifttoar (5577313) StoO 
Asian Eye (3442706) 

MTV WALES 

As Carlton except: KUO This Mom- - 
K SSSm «JS HTV News 
£Swsh>&u Wbre Hae-?J9063387) 

™SSB&MS 5 

MnuA &M(g22L 5*30 Qtf unawnflo 
eseefi^MTVrt the 

jpMiua t 30 Lertiy in Concert (2S6«w) 
Heunwd ^ 


Stow CSnsma (122*226) 3to0 Trisha 
(9242754 44KHTV Mghtsaaen 
(43067329) StoO Coronation St (86684) 

MTV WEST 

As HTV Wtileo eoBCOpt: t24» Gel- 
awsys (9063367) StoO Sportsweek (1Q^ 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton octet: 10-30 This 
Momiiw (44669815J. 1245 Meridian 
News andyftSwr («5W54) I2to5 
Shortland Street (9063367) LW* Home 
and Away (35776034) 1S5 The Jerry 
Springer ShO* (958S198) 340 (TN ^ 
News Headlines (4091251) 345 Meridian 
News and weemer (489(*22) 54N> 

Home and Away (4928) 5too TTieLtet' 
ings (7012788) StoO Streetwise (102) 
StoO Meridten Tonight (005) tttoO 
Wbnderful %u (Sffife) 12toO ITV at 
the Readtog Festive] (92348) itoo 
Leahy In Concert (295*55) Zto5 
CfubaVifflon (2047868) 2to0 The Haunt- 
ed Ftehtank (B7BS023) 3JE0 Short Story 
Cinema (122*226) 3J50 Trisha 
(9242752). 4to0 fTV MgWseresn 
(43067329) StoO Fteescreen (86684) 

WESTCOUNTRY 

As CaHton except: 10-30 This 


Morning (44669812) 1toi5 Wwawstiry 
News (415W54) I2to7 Smal Tblk, &g 


News HeadSnes (4891^1) a^S.WBst- 
country News frt890522) StoO West- 

a 5 saswB»s^ 

country News (751291) utoO Fihi:Stk 

Crazy (302*) 130 Leahy In Concert 
M^ymVtoS OubaVlston (2047868). 
2 too The Haunted Fishtank (6788023) 
StoO Short Story Orwnia U22«226) 
3LS0 TWsha (92«752) 4-50 rry 
Nightscrean (43067329) StoO Corona- 
tion Street (88684) 

^^Stefnseept: TO-MThte 

ssMfflsaggsas 

News; Weather (4638657) 42toS Harw 
and (4644878) 2J0 Emmeroate 

SSmo Tonight 

Sterdar (265). tttoO Ceiendar News 
and weather (7512S1) tltod wtonderfti 
you (541541) 

TYNE TEES 

Am Yorkshire except: 1235 Not® 

East News and VVbather (4157454) 5to0 


North East TortQht (55386) IttoO North 
East News (751251) 

S4C 

A* Channel 4 except: 6-00 

Sesame Street (88937164) StoO Yego- 
Eon/Schoote (28343164) 12toO Home 
bnprovement (97TH54I) iZtoO Sesame 
Street (26946388) LOO Planed Plant 
(6798398^. itoO TrweJog Treks 
(54863251) L40 Fifcn: Angels One 
Five* (78755473) 4-30 Dishes 
$7234*3) StoO Planed Plant 
(90216909) StoO Countdown 
(67348763) BtoO Newyddon 
(93564096) &J0 Heno (86054299) 
TtoO Potto! y Cwm (90229473). 7to0 
Newyddten (87225812) StoO Cefh 
Gwiad (90205893) BtoO Y dwb Rynbi 
(90224928) OtoO Pawb a'f Fam 
(3W8034) WJCJO Srookside (7278085) 
10to5 Raster (35866589) 1L05 So 
Graham Norton (83873473) tL45 
Celebrity Death Match (30076724) 
mj3S TFI Friday (99986058) 135 4 
Laten The Ru Paul Show (38786459) 
UO 4 Later. Late Toon - Planet Apathy 
(95553936) 2J5 The Mod Spuad 
(90608226) 345 4 Later Vlds 
S*5ffi65).3to5 Fftn: The Face of FU 
Mandru . (31779503) 5toS Close. 


CHESS 

jo\ Spellman 


GARY KASPAROV completed a truly 
celestiolperfoimmceatlinare&on 
Wednesday with a long, hard grind 
against Veselin Topalov’s lung's 
Indian Defence in which he event- 
ually won a piece but at the cost of 
running out of pawns. 

The inevitable draw brought him 
to 10.5 14, way ahead of Kramnik and 
Anand - who caught up by beating 
Micbael Adams in the last round - 
8, Lefco 6j. Ivanchuk and TtqjakA 1 6. 
and Adams and Svidler 35. 

Hard on tbe heels of his superb 
performance at Wijk aan Zee in Jan- 
uary, this further triumph re- 
emphasises Kasparov’s position as 
tbe world's absolute number one. 
Kramnik and Anand will have been 
pleased to fight their way so far dear 
of the rest but are currently far in 
his wake -wen though Kramnik in 
individual games against the m.m 
is the one player who displays ab- 
solutely no inferiority complex. 

Of the others. Leko, bottom rat- 
ed at a mere 2.694. will presumably 
be fairly pleased. The others must 
be less happy, particularly poor 
Michael Adams nho led after four 
rounds but seemed to suffer severe 
aftershocks after experiencing 
earthquake Kasparov in round five. 

The ever temperamental Vassily 
Ivanchuk played abysmally in the 
first half but recovered well in the 
second, losing to Kasparov but win- 
ning the vintage “Ivanchuk game" 
below, in the penultimate round. 

The position after 6 Nc3 is well 
known, but with a black knight on 
f6 rather than c6. Instead this was 
very unusual and Tbpalov immedi- 
ately had to solve difficult problems 
at the board. 

8 Bd2 may be an improvement 
since if8 . . .dxc4 9 a3 Bxc3 10 Nd6+ ! 
KfS 11 Bxc3 looks rather good 


t± 


& 3L -41 

Hr &i £l 
a A bi 

though S ,..d4 9 Ne4 Bxitl+ 10 
Qscti Qxd: :+ 11 Nvd2 Kl- 7 looks 
quite reasonable for Black. 

9 N.\c3 d4 10 b4 NxW it axbl 
Qval 12 Nbu was conceivabiu. 
though this has been played at 
least once before and no doubt 
Ivanchuk was more than ready. 
With 14 ...ot.'. Ivanchuk smashed 
theposiuon open liefnzv White cnuld 
castle. Perhaps Tbpaim 1 should have 
tned 15 Bxe4. but it is repulsive. 

bi the dSagrani tin- beautifuU.v tin^ 
malic 18 ...NxeCf! ripjwd VVhite 
apart. At the end White is malrd 
after 26 fxeJ Bg4+ 27 KC Qxlcl * 23 
Kfl ior2SKe3Qg3ma(i > < 2S Bit;;. 

While: Veselin Topalov 
Black Vassily Ivanchuk 
English Opening 


1 XftcS 
2c4Nc6 
3d4 cxd4 
4 Nxd4e6 
5g3BbJ + 
6Nc3Qa5 
7 Ndb5 d5 


l4Qd3t‘4! 

15 Nxe4 N\e4 

16 Bxc4 RadS 

17 Qc2 Nd4 

18 Qb2 i see 
diagram' Nsei". 

19 Kxe2 Rfe8 


8a3?!Bsc3+ 20Qb4Qh5+ 


9bxc3Nf6 

10 Bg2 0-0 

11 Qb3 dxc4 

12 Qxc4 e5 

13 Nd6Bc6 


211315 

22 g4 Qh3 

23 gxJT> Bxl5 

24 Qc4+ KhB 

25 Rel Rxe4+ivi 


BRIDGE 

ALAN HIRON 


SOUTTTS WELL-INTENTIONED 
bidding strategy on this deal 
seemed to have worked out badly 
when North took charge and 
landed die partnership in a dis- 
tinctly poor slam. Graced with a 
favourable lead, however, declarer 
found all of the missing high cards 
in East’s hand and this led him to 
an unusual end position. 

North opened with a conven- 
tional Two Clubs and South decid- 
ed to respond Two Hearts. By 
giving a positive in this suit, rather 
than jump to Three Diamonds or 
lose time and space by choosing a 
negative TWo Diamonds, he hoped 
to show both of his suits at a con- 
venient level The drawbacks of 
showing such a bad suit first 
became apparent when North 
launched into a Blackwood 4 no- 
trumps and, hearing of no aces 
opposite, still continued to Six 
Hearts. Although quietly hopeful. 
East passed and West led 0 10 
against the store. 

Declarer’s main hope dearly lay 
in finding the queen of hearts 
doubleton. Then, if that did not 
work, there was still the chance of 
establishing a long spade for a dub 
discard. He won the lead in hand, 
preserving 0 A for a later entry 
and tried the two top trumps with- 
out success. Then he cashed the 


Game all; dealer North 

North 

♦A K 105 3 I 

<?AK6 : 

0A2 j 

♦ K 0 10 | 

West East ( 

♦J 7 4Q9S4 

<774 <?Q109 

01096 0543 

♦J 97 65 3 +A84 

. , South 

♦ 62 

5M8532 

0KQJS7 

*2 

ace and king of spades and ruffed 
a spade to find the suit 4-2. Next 
came a diamond to tbe ace and 
another spade ruff. Now the only 
way of reaching the table was by 
ruffing a diamond. After this, the 
last spade was led for the dub 
discard 

Still not out of the wood, declarer 
followed with ♦ K from the table. 
East covered with his ace and 
South ruffed. Now it was easy - 
although East held the only trump 
still out a winning diamond 
allowed * 10 to be discarded. East 
could ruff but now had to concede 
trick 13 to dummy's +Q. 


Concise Crossword 


NotoBSB Friday 3 2 Marc* 

■nnrn r3 



ACROSS 

I Cost of journey (4} 

4 .Antelope (5) 

9 Courageous (5) 

10 Bkjom"(7) 

II Commonplace (8) 

12 Hal-bottomed boat (4) 

13 Rich fish stew ( 13} 

17 Babv carriage (4) 

18 Gather together (8) 

21 Inspect (7) 

22 Oily &uit (5} 

23 Bring io bear (5) 

24 Level (4) 


DOWN 

2 Grant (5) 

3 Everlasting (7) 

4 Discomfiture (131 

5 Acknowledge (4) 

6 Tfilk about (7) 

7 Take up (6) 

8 Leave out (4 ) 

14 Ignorant (7) 

15 Flower ( 7) 

16 Small hole (6) 

17 Quony(4) 

19 Billiard table covering (5) 

20 Monetary punishment (4) 


Sotatwra to yestantaj’s Coacise Crossmnfc 


DOWN; 1 uuss. 2 Anarch?, 3Thmt. 4 RvfllBs, 5 Concert, b Erica. 7 Rindei 
13 Nirvana, 15 Excerpt. 16 School, IS Tempi, 3) Atuc. 21 Lined. 
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